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r*  EFORE  wc  enter  into  a  detail  of 

the  t ran fact ions  of  this  reign,  it  may 
p  ,  not  be  amiis  to  take  a  retreipeff  or 
t“°Ic  aitairs  whica  were  the  principal 
cau^es  of  elevating  the  houfe  of 
^^XL<skdL^kj/i  Hanover  to  the  throne  of  Great  Brir. 

tain.  The  family  of  the  Stuarts,  from 
which  all  branches  of  the  prefen  t  family,  who  are  heirs 
to  the  crown,  derive  their  origin,  continued  inpofief- 
fion  of  the  diadem  without  any  difputes  founded  on 
conffitutional  principles,  till  James  the  fecond  ;  who, 
by  his  miftaken  notions  of  the  prerogative  and  excef- 
five  bigotry  to  the  church  of  Rome,  brought  ruin  on 
himfelf:  he  had  violated  tlie  laws  and  liberties  of  the 
nation j  he  attempted  to  alter  the  form  of  the  go- 

B  vernment* 


(  6  3 


<n,eijf,  i  ,om  «.  iCgm  and  limited  monarchy  to  a  def- 
I-ot!c  power:  guilty  of  thefe  crimes,  it  is  not  to  be 
uppoied  he  could  long  reign  over  a  free  people  •  it 

IdST? ; ,'°  °bfer  *■**“  **>  deth?ona  hid! 

I  l,id  "eCx2ri?S  A  thr?r‘e  vacant  excluded  from 


rechtary  right 

o 


his  infa 


,  -  x  — nt  Ion.  Ttie  people  ao- 

po.ntev,  tor  his  fucceflor  his  cldeft  daughter  Mar" 

jf' °  ^  Uarried  to  the  prince  of  Grange;  but 
n  g  -in  ng  to  reign  alone,  and  he  to  have 'any 
are  m  the  government,  unlefs  inverted  with  royalty 

J0ri!ie’  tne7  were  clefted  by  the  people  king  and 
queen.  At  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  a  bill  was 
'ivjugnt  into  trie  houfe  of  commons  for  fetdino- 
t  ne  uiccefi ion  of  the  crown  on  proteftant  heirs  only^ 
ana  enabling  ad  papifts,  and  all  who  married  panitb 
from  any  right  to  the  iucceffion;  andin  that  cafe,  abfol’ 
ying  trie  in  bje6t  from  allegiance;  and  a,  Ifo  recommend¬ 
ing  tne  prmcefs  Sopnia,  .  dutchefsof  Hanover, and  her 
pouerity,  as  fucceflbrs,  in  cafe  the  kino-  and  his  filter- 
in -lav, ,  ti  >e  pi  mcefs  Anne,  mould  die  without  ifilie; 
but  ^this  bill  ciid  not  then  pafs  into  a  law,  occasioned 
by  me  prmcefs  Anne’s  being  delivered  of  a  fon,  who 
v,  a:>  cieaicu  came  of  Glouccfier.  Unfortunately  in 
tne  year  1700  this  prince  died,  upon  which  theparlia- 
rant  tysn  took  into  confederation  the  fecurity  of  the 
proiCiiant  fuccefiion;  hut  before  they  nominated  the 
pcilon  on  whom,  or  whofe  heirs  the  fucceffion  fhould 
he  fettled,  they  agreed  to  the  following  refolutions. 

cc  A  hat  whoever  fhall  hereafter  come  to  the  pofief- 
fion  oj.  this  crown,  fhall  join  in  communion  with  the 
church  of  England  as  by  law  eftabliflied  :  That,  in 
cafe  the  crown  and  imperial  dignity  of  this  realm 
(hall  hereafter  come  to  any  perfen,  not  beincr  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  kingdom,  of  England,  this  nation  be 
not  obliged  to  engage  in  any  war  for  the  defence  of 
any  dominions  or  territories  which  do  not  beloncr  to 
tne  crown  of  England,  without  the  confent  of  par- 
hccm,  nt :  I  hat  no  perfen  who  fhall  hereafter  come 
to  the  poffdlioji  of  the  crown,  fhall  go  out  of  the 

dominions 
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dominions  or  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  with¬ 
out  confent  of  parliament :  That  from  and  after  that 
time,  that  the  further  limitation  by  this  aft  fhall  take 
effeft,  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  well  go¬ 
verning  of  this  kingdom,  which  are  properly  cogniz¬ 
able  in  the  privy-council,  by  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  the  realm,  fhall  be  tranfafted  there,  and  all  refo- 
lutions  taken  thereupon,  fhall  be  figned  by  fuch  of 
the  privy-council  as  fhall  advife  and  confent  to  the 
fame :  That  alter  the  limitation  fhall  take  effeft, 
no  perfon  born  out  of  the  kingdom  of  England, 
Scotland,  or  Ireland,  or  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging,  although  he  be  naturalized,  and  made  a 
denizen  (except  fuch  as  are  born  ofEnglifh  parents) 
fhall  be  capable  to  be  cl  the  privy-council,  or  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  either  houle  of  parliament,  or  to  enjoy 
any  office  or  place  of  truft,  either  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary,  or  to  have  any  grant  of  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments  from  the  crown  to  himfelf,  or  to  any 
others  in  truft  for  him:  That  no  perfon  who  has 
an  office  or  place  of  profit  under  the  King,  or  re¬ 
ceives  a  penfion  from  the  crown,  fhall  be  capable 
offering  as  member  of  parliament  of  the  houfe  of 
commons:  That  after  the  limitation  fhall  take  effeft, 
judges  commiffions  be  made,  quamdiu  fe  bene  geffe- 
rint ,  and  their  falaries  afeertained  and  eftablilhed  ; 
but,  upon  the  addrels  ol  both  houfes  or  parliament, 
it  may  be  lawful  to  remove  them  :  That  no  pardon 
under  the  great  feal  of  England  be  pleadable  to  an 
impeachment  by  the  commons  in  parliament.  1  lav¬ 
ing  fettled  thefe  preliminaries,  they  refolved,  That 
the  princefs  Sophia,  du reliefs  dowager  of  Hanover, 
be  declared  the  next  in  fucceflion  to  the  crown  of 
England,  in  the  proteftant  line,  after  his  majefty 
and  the  princefs,  and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  re- 
fpeftivcly :  and,  That  the  further  limitation  of  the 
crown  be  to  the  laid  pnnCefs  Sophia  and  the  heirs  of 
her  body,  being  proteflants.  A  bill  being  formed 
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on  thefe  refolutions,  was  fent  up  to  the  fioufe  of  lords,, 
where  it  palled  without  amendments,  and  received 
tiie  royal  affent.” 

Anne  afeended  the  throne  in  the  heps  which  WiUiam 
had  prepared  for  her :  She  did  not  in  the  ieaft  dero¬ 
gate  from  the  tenor  of  the  aft  cf  fucceflion;  foe,  on 
the  contrary,  ftrengthened  it  with  many  marks  of  royal, 
approbation ;  nod  laftly,.  obliged  lier  natural  ene¬ 
my,  the  French  king,  to  abandon  the  pretender, 
iicknowledege  her  title,  and  the  proteftant  fuccefti- 
on  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  treaty  of  U-* 
trecht.  'Flie  princefs  Sophia  being  dead  at  this  time, 
her  ion  George  Lewis,  eleftor  of  Hanover,  afeended 
the  throne  of  Great  Britain  on  the  death  of  Queen 
Anne,  by  the  name  of  George  the  firft. 

At  the  conclnfion  of  his  reign,  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain  were  intricate  and  perplexed  by  foreign  con¬ 
nexions,  which  were  not  only  alien,  blit  even  pre¬ 
judicial  to  its  interefts.  The  bed  politicians  in  the 
kingdom  affirmed,  that  the  Rate  was  funk  into  Rich  a 
labyrinth,  that  the  minifters,  in  confidcring  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  intcreRs  of  extraneous  allies,  loft  them- 
Lives  Ah  the  maze,  and  forgot  the  duty  they  owed’ 
to  their  country  :  the  nation  at  this  time  was  diftrac- 
t  I  ted  within  id  elf  by  violent  faflions ;  the  tories,  or 
|  the  country  party,  v/ho  adhered  to  the  antient  con- 
fhtution  of  the  Rate,  and  the  apoftolical  hierarchy  of 
the  church  of  England,  who  were  the  land-holders 
and  proprietors  of  the  kingdom,  and  were  confe- 
(jnently  a  refpeftabTe  body,  had  been  excluded  from 
all  fhare  of  the  royal  favour.  The  fovereign  had  been 
Rrongiy  prepoffeffied  againft  them,  though  they  were 
tot  enemies  to  the  proteftant  fucceflion,  and  would 
probably  have  ierved  him  with  fidelity  and  a  Be  ft  ion. 

hus  alienated  from  Ids .  friendfhip,  they  openly  ex- 
p  re  Red  their  diRike  of  his  perfon  and  government  : 
Their  leaders  were  men  of  property  and  extraordina¬ 
ry  abilHtg  learned,  experienced^  hold,  Rirewd,  and 

fcrcafdc : 


f 

i 

P 


i 


(  9  ) 

farca ftic:  poffeffed  of  thefe  advantages,  it  was  impof- 
fible  their  fpeeches  and  remonstrances  Should  tail  of 
making  a  fenfible  impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple*,  and  by  taking  the  popular  fide  of  every  quef- 
ti0n,  though  hardly  ever  fuccefsfully,  they  initiated 

themfelves^intirely  into  their  favour. 

The  whigs,  or  the  dourticrs,  who  were  the  op¬ 
posite  faCtion,  were  gratified  with  places,  petiti¬ 
ons,  and  many  other  marks  of  royal  favoui :  tney 
were  termed  courtiers,  becaufe  they  were  united  in 
a  Heady  adherence  to  promote  the  meafuies  of  the 
government  implicitly.  They  constituted  the  majo¬ 
rity  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  by  well  known 
means*,  their  leaders  were  bufy,  petulant,  pofitive, 
vain,  and  verbofe  •,  their  belt  fpeakers  weie  neither 
nervous  nor  elegant,  though  Sometimes  plaufible ; 
they  were  illiterate,  ignorant,  noiiy,  pedantic,  and 
in  general  void  of  intellects*,  their  arguments  were  Sel¬ 
dom  cone lu five,  and  always  buried  in  harangue,  which  . 
was  blunt,  aukward,  and  Slovenly.  In  their  minif- 
terial  capacity,  they  were  elated,  proud,  and  over¬ 
bearing,  and  void  of  dignity  and  addi els*,  they 
have  been  accufed  of  being  ignorant  of  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  their  country,  or  if  not,  guilty 
of  crimes  which  were  by  that  means  doubiy  iniqui¬ 
tous*,  their  conftant  compliances  rendeied  them  odi¬ 
ous*,  they  entertained  a  violent  hatred  to  the  tories, 
whom  they  considered  as  their  implacaole  enemies. 
The  real  defign  of  this  faCtion,  which  had  beenorigi* 
nally  instituted  in  opposition  to  cpilcopacy,  was  funk 
in  the  party  rage  of  politics.  I  he  jacobites,  or  the 
friends  of  hereditary  right,  and  adherents  to  the  male 
line  of  the  Stuarts,  who,  even  at  this  time,  were  not 
an  inconsiderable  number,  lay  almoSt  dormant  ;  they 
were  cool,  cunning,  and  prying*,  they  inherited  a 
vindictive  fpirit,  which  they  hoped  the  other  two 
violent  factions  would  Shortly  afford  them  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  di Splay.  A  coalition  cf  the  two  former 
;  1  rj  nr  ties 
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parties  would  have  totally  bkfled  every  gleam  of 
nope  in  the  latter.  T  he  king  died  at  Ofnabrug  in 
Germany,  on  the  nth  day  of  June,  1727. 

On  the  fourteenth,  an  exprefs  arrived  in  London, 
with  an  account  of  his  death,  upon  which  his  fon, 
the  prince  of  Wales,  removed  from  Richmond  to 
Leiccfter  houfe;  and  very  early  notified  his  intentions 
of  preferving  the  conflitution  in  church  and  Rate, 
and  adhering  to  the  fame  principles  of  government 
which  his  father  had  eftablifhed.  Next  day  he  was 
proclaimed,  and  the  parliament  met,  and  were  pro¬ 
rogued  to  the  27th.  Though  the  nation, at  this  time, 
greatly  wi  filed  for  an  alteration  of  meafures,  yet  the 
influence  of  bale  men,  rather  increafed  than  dimini  fil¬ 
ed.  The  man  who  affefted  to  aft  in  the  capacity  of 
prime  miniftcr,  was  faid  to  be  at  the  head  of  all  cor¬ 
ruption,  from  his  common  practice  of  dealing  with 
every  man  according  to  his  price*,  his  extraordinary 
talents  had  raifed  him  from  a  low  beginning;  he  was 
a  warm  whig,  becaufe  he  found  his  filtered  in  it ; 
and  he  thruft  himfelf  up  to  the  head  of  that  faftion, 
becaufe  he  was  ambitious  of  being  in  power;  he 

unweariedly  employed  all  his  abilities  to  the  - - 

of  his  country,  by  preftituting  its  conftitution ;  he 
mlided  in  his  fervice  the  mod  abandoned  emififaries, 


7 

whom  he  engaged  to  fupport  and  vindicate  meafures 
which  were  big  with  infamy:  he  looked  upon  all  fei- 
ence  as  mechanical;  and  he  knew  no  other  trades 

but  thole  of  dock-jobbing  and  felling - in - - 

He  was  aided  by  a  band  of - who  pofleffed  the  fame 

fentiments,  but  not  equal  abilities;  who  were  dead  to 
every  fpark  of  public  fpirit,  honour  and  virtue  ;  who 
were  grown  old  in  the  practices  of  luxury,  proditutb 
on  and  vice;  v/ho  fquardered  away  the  money  of  the 
nation,  on  the  molt  fnameful  and  iniquitous  pur¬ 
poses;  who,  to  vindicate  their  own  proceedings,  or 
rather  to  prevent  their  being  enquired  into,  kept  a 
(landing  army, and  made  the  people  habitual  to  it;  who 

in- 
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infringed  on  the  franchife  of  their  constitution;  and 
who,  in  the  face  of  feme,  truth,  and  juftice, branded, 
as  enemies  to  the  royal  family,  all  who  doubted  the 
upright  nefs  of  their  meafures. 

AD  , 

At  the  meeting  ot  the  Parliament,  purfuant  to  their 
prorogation,  add  re  fie  s  of  condolance  and  congratula¬ 
tion  were  prefented  ;  and  the  commons,  on  amotion 
made  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  took  into  con  adora¬ 
tion  a  fupply  for  the  King ;  he  remarked,  that  the 
annual  fum  of  700,000b  fettled  on  the  late  king, 
had  fallen  fhort  every  year;  and  as  the  family  of  the 
new  king  was  likely  to  increafe,  he  thought  that  the 
intire  revenues  of  the  civil  lift,  amounting  to  8oo,ooo3. 
per  annum  fhouldbe  granted.  It  produced  a  violent 
debate;  Mr.  Shippen,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  oppo- 
fition,  who  was  ftirewd  and  bold,  affirmed,  that  a  great 
faving  might  be  made  out  of  many  perfonal  cxpences, 
particularly  thofe  attending  frequent  journies  to  Ha¬ 
nover,  which  he  hoped  would  be  discontinued ;  that  it 
did  not  become  them,  as  reprefen tatives,  to  give  away 
the  public  money,  without  having  a  lirict  obfervance 
on  frugality;  he  expatiated,  and  paid  great  encomi¬ 
ums  on  Queen  Anne’s  ceconomy*,  he  was  fevere  on  the 
enormous  fums  which  had  been  funk  in  the  mvfterious 
and  unfathomable  gulph  of  fccret  fervices  in  the  late 
reign;  on  the  many  occafional  taxes,  and  on  the  vaft 
fums  implicity  granted  for  purpofes,  which  only 
a  few  were  acquainted  with;  and  he  heartily  wiffied 
that  the  concealed  iniquities  of  the  hired  (laves,  and 
corrupt  instruments  of  the  administration,  were 
brought  to  light,  who  had  been  perverted  from  pub¬ 
lic  duty  by  private  penfions;  and  lafely,  he  propofed 
granting  the  fame  fum  to  the  king  which  his  father 
had  been  endowed  with. 

As  it  was  impofiible  to  frame  an  anfvver  to  this 
fpeech,  none  was  attempted;  therefore  the  houfe 
agreed  to  the  motion  of  granting  the  king  the  clear 
fum  of  700,000!.  per  annum*  At  this  time  the  com¬ 
mons 
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mons  receiv’d  a  mefTage  from  the  king,  requeuing  a 
further  provifion  for  his  queen;  upon  which  they 
relolved,  that  in  cafe  fhe  furvived  him,  to  grant  her 
ioOjOool.  per  annum  for  life,  charged  on  the  revenues 

the  civil  lift,  and  the  palace  of  Somerfet  houfe  and 
lodge,  and  the  lands  of  Richmond  old  Park. '  Then 
the  Parliament  was  prorogued,  and  foon  after  dif- 
folved. 

_  * 

The  changes  which  followed  were  extremely  few. 
The  lecretaries  ot  ftate  were  the  lord  Townfhend 
and  the  duke  ot  Newcaftle,  as  before;  Mr.  Pelham, 
the  duke’s  brother,  was  fecretary  at  war;  Sir  Robert 
Vv  alpole,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and  firft  lord 
or  the  treafury;  by  which  he  was  ccnfitlered  as  prime 
minifter  r;  The  carl  of  Chefter field  was  ambaflador 
to  the  Hague,  and  lord  Carteret,  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland. 

Though  the  people,  in  general,  fhe  wed  a  great  dif* 
like  to  the  adminift ration,  yet  the  power  of  money 
operated  fo  ftrongly  in  their  favour  at  moft  of  the 
elections,  that  a  majority  was  fecured  according  to 
their  wifh.  When  the  parliament  met,  Arthur  On¬ 
flow,  ril’q ;  was  unamionfly  chofen  fpeaker;  he  was 
a  gentleman!  who  poffefied  an  extenfive  knowledge, 
was  grave  and  eloquent,  and  by  all  parties  allowed 
impartial  and  virtuous.  The  king  opened  the  fef* 
fion,  with  a  fpeech,  exprefling  his  defire  of  reducing 
the  expence  of  the  public  money,  as  foon  as  it  could 
be  done  to  their  intereft  and  fafety  ;  of  feeing  an  efta- 
blifhed  icheme  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen,  in 
•order  to  avoid  prefnng;  and  he  concluded,  with  re¬ 
commending  unanimity  for  the  difpatch  of  public 
•bufinefs.  1  his  fpeech,  as  is  common,  was  undoubt¬ 
edly 


*  Jt  was  in  tli is  capacity  he  was  odious  to  the  people.  rI  hey 
could  not  help  looking  with  abhorrence  on  a  premier  whole  oflice 
Is  incontinent  with  the  confiitution  ;  according  to  which,  in 
affairs  cf  the  government,  the  king  ought  to  have  no  favountes. 
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edly  penned  by  the  minifter,  and  put  into  the  mouth 
of*  majefty  only  to  footh  the  minds  of  the  people 
intoanacquiefcenceof  his  mealures;  butitwasby many 
fufpecled  to  be  without  any  real  intention  of  com¬ 
plying  with  the  tenor  of  it.  The  addreffes  of  the 
two  houles,  in  return,  were,  as  ufual,  the  echoes  of 
the  loeech.  The  king  ordered  the  ellimates  to  be 
laid  "before  the  commons;  and  they  voted  22,955 
men  for  guards  and  garrifons,  and  1 5,000  lea- 
men,  for  the  fervice  of  the  next  year :  the  former 
occafioned  a  debate,  wherein  it  was  urged,  that  a  nu¬ 
merous  {landing  army  was  dangerous  to  the  confti- 
tution  ;  but  the  minitlry  carried  their  point  by  a  ve¬ 
ry  great  majority.  The  fum  of  230,923k  was  grant¬ 
ed  to  maintain  12,000  Heffian  auxiliaries,  which  alfo 
occafioned  a  difpute;  but  the  miniftry  triumphed.  Then 
a  fubfidy  of  50,000k  was  granted  to  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den,  in  confequence  of  a  convention  which  the  late 
kino-  in  the  lafh  year  of  his  reign  had  made  with  him, 
promifing  to  pay  50,000k  annually  for  three  years,  in* 
confideration  of  his  holding  1 0,000  men  ready  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  Hanover  if  it  fhould  be  attacked  ;  and 
half  that  fum  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwic  Wolfenbuttle  : 
in  fhort,  the  expences  of  the  year,  though  in  a 
time  of  public  tranquility,  amounted  to  four  millions  \ 
which  were  railed  by  a  land-tax  of  three  {hillings 
in  the  pound,  a  malt-tax,  and  by  borrowing  of 
the  Bank  1,750,000  k  for  which  annuities,  rail¬ 
ed  by  duty  on  coals  imported  into  London,  were 
given,  amounting  to  7o,oool  *.  An  additional  tax 

jC  on 


*  When  this  loan  was  deliberated  upon,  Mr.  William  Pultcnev, 
a  gentleman  of  extraordinary  abilities,  learning,  experience  and 
knowledge;  well  read  in  hidory  and  politics,  and  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Britifh  conftitution,  finances  and  government, 
than  any,  or  all  the  miniders,  very  judicioufly  remarked,  that 
the  (Lifting  of  funds  was  only  perpetuating  taxes,,  and  putting  off 
the  evil  day;  that  the  finking  fund  was  no  other  than  a  pompous 

project  ; 
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0* *1  coals  comd  not  fail  alarming  the  citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don,  as  it  ^  a  hefted  them  only  ;  tlierefore  the  lord- 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council,  prefented 
a  petition,  praying,  thatfuch  a  tax  mightnot  be  laid  • 
tor  the  duties  already  on  coals  affefted  the  trade  of 
me  aty,  difcouraged  their  manufaftures,  and  was  a 
p;ic.ti  hardfhip  on  the  trading  inhabitants  :  however, 

1  a  pite  ot  humanity,  their  petition  was  rejected,  and 
tne  tax  was  impofed.  J 

,  1!lt;  ,10ule  addrefled  the  king,  for  an  account 

now  ^  money  was  expended  which  had  been 
gj  anted  the  year  before,  which  was  laid  before  them  ; 
except  250,000k  not  mentioned  ;  for  a  diftindt  and 
pecuuar  account  of  which,  they  addreffed  him  again  ; 
but  he  declined  their  requeft,  by  anfwering,  part  had 
been  expended  by  his  father,  and  the  remainder  by 
mimed,  onjome  i'ervices  which  required  the  g  re  ate  ft 
lecrecy.  This  anfwerwas  ablolutely  unparliamentary, 
and  would  thirty  years  before,  have  raifed  a  dangerous 
^errnent  in  tire  houfe.  Mr.  Pulteney  itrongly  cen¬ 
tred  fuch  an  unparliamentary  anfwer,  and  vague 
anu  general  way  of  accounting  for  public  money! 
--  was  urged,  that  if  fuch  frivolous  anfwers  were  ac¬ 
cepted,  which  might  be  given  with  equal  propriety- 
on  every  enquiry  how  the  public  money  is  expended, 
t  .ey  rendered  the  ufe  of  parliaments  unnecefiary, 
an’  .  covered  the  embezzlements  of  corrupt  and  ra¬ 
pacious  minifters.  The  commons  next  took  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  national  debt ;  and  hav- 
inS  examined  the  accounts,  and  interrogated  proper 


pitjcf! : ;  ar.'f  finceit  liad  been. carried  into  execution,  had  vifiblv 

ft Tr'Tl dcbt:  1 ’e  was  fo  "'ell  acquainted  with  the 

‘‘  r ,f  n  pU  ’  ,C  uf°tS’  tIlatu  cou!d  be  on'y  lie  who  publilhed  a 
r  m,.i  UMc  pamp.ilct  at  this  time  on  that  fubjeft  ;  which  Sir 

Robert  W  alpole  took  notice  of,  in  order  to  falfify  its  calculations : 

*ild  iome  ")urP  altercation  patted,  between  them  on  it. 

perfons* 
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perfons,  a  partizan  of  the  miniitry  made  a  motion? 
that  it  appeared  the  fum  of  money  already  iffued  and 
applied  for  difcharging  the  national  debt,  including 
a  fum  which  would  be  iffued  at  Lady-Day,  amounted 
to  6,648,762!.  The  leaders  of  the  oppofition,  in¬ 
veighed  againft  the  fallacy  and  deceit  of  this  motion  ; 
on  the  fradulent  artifices  in  making  out  the  accounts ; 
on  the  profufe  management  of  the  public  money  ; 
and,  notwithflanding  the  efiablilhment  of  the  finking; 
fund,  the  national  debt  was  increafing  in  a  time  of 
profound  tranquility  *,  with  all  the  heavy  and 
.enormous  taxes  on  the  people  •,  grievances  which 
muft  be  perpetuated  to  lateft  pofierity.  However, 
the  motion  was  carried  in  favour  of  the  miniftry, 
.and  it  was  agreed  to  lay  before  the  king,  an  account 
of  the  national  debt,  with  the  fums  difcharged  and 
incurred  fince  the  year  1716,  and  a  ftate  of  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund,  and  of  the  public  credit.  It  is  worth  ob- 
ferving,  that  in  the  particular  account  of  thefe  debts, 
the  fum  of  300,000k  relating  to  a  duty  on  wrought 
plate,  was  at  firft  omitted  ;  but  being  clifcovered,  it 
occafioned  a  warm  debate,  and  fome  fevere  reflections 
on  thofe  who  were  paid  to  fuperintend  the  public 
accounts,;  but  it  was  afterwards  added.  The  king 
received  this  account  of  the  national  debt  with  great 
fatisfadlion,  and  faid,  the  means  which  had  been 
ellablifhed  for  gradually  difcharging  it,  were  fo  cer¬ 
tain,  that  nothing  but  fome  unforefeen  event,  could 
prevent  -their  proving  effectual.  The  whole  defign  of 
this  motion  and  reprefentation,  was  no  more  than  a 
contrivance  of  the  miniftcr’s,  to  keepup  his  credit  with 
the  people,  by  endeavouring  to  make  them  believe  the 
national  debt  was  not  likely  to  be  attended  v/ith 
thofe  confequences  which  the  oppofition  laid  down 
as  infallible,  and  to  fhew  .that  the  methods  taken  to 
reduce  it  were  certain.  .On  the  4th  day  of  May 
following,  a  meffage  was  fent  into  the  houfe  by  the 
king,  requefting  a  vote  of  credit  to  fulfil  certain  en-* 

C  z  gagementSj 
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gagements,  entered  into  with  the  confent  of  the  late 

pai  lament,  for  fecunng  the  trade  arid  navigation  of 

*is  ungc  oms,  and  preferving  the  peace  of  Europe  ; 

it  cccafioned  a  debate,  but  the  majority  refolved  to 
grant  it;  J 


.  Tlie  Iords  were  employed  this  feffion,  in  mak¬ 
ing  rebates  on  the  national  debt ;  in  perilling  copies 
of  treaties  and  alliances,  fubmitted  to  their  inflec¬ 
tion  by  the  king  : .  they  made  an  attempt  to  amend 
the  i.atute  of  limitations,  but  it  mifcarried  •,  they 
palled  the  mutiny  bill ;  an  aft  oblio-ino-  all  vefiels 
coming  from  infixed  places,  to  perfoL  quarantine  \ 
ana  the  bills  relating  to  the  fupplies ;  all  which  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  affent ;  and  the  king  clofed  the 
lemon  on  the  28  th  day  of  May,  with  thankino-  the 
commons  for  the  effectual  fupplies  they  had  granted, 
and  for  having  empowered  him  to  borrow  500,000 /. 

to  difeharge  the  wages  due  to  the  fcamen  of  the 
royal  navy. 

±  hough  tne  arifcocratical  part  of  the  government 
was  deemed  fome  time  ago  to  have  extended  its  con- 
ftitutional  bounds,  yet  towards  the  clofe  of  this 
fell  ion,  we  find  it  ihrengthened  with  the  additional 
names  of  lord  Monfon,  late  Sir  John  Monfon,  lord 
Mai  ton,  late  Sir  1  homas  Wentworth,  lord  Elobart, 
late  Sir  John  Hobart,  and  lord  Lovel,  late  Sir 
Thomas  Coke. 

In  the  late  reign  fome  differences  had  broke  out 
between  the  courts  of  Hanover  and  Vienna,  and 
Eonaon  and  Madrid,  which  were  not  yet  terminated, 
tnough  a  congrefs  had  been  opened  fome  time  ago  at 
Soifions.  Hoflilities  had  ceafed  in  Europe  before 
t!ie  death^  of  George  I.  but  in  America  the  Spainards 
continued  to  commit  depredations,  with  impunity, 
on  the  fubjefts  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  fleet  of  this 
nation  lay  rotting  there,  in  a  ftate  of  inactivity  ; 
while  the  tailors  were  perifhing  in  the  utmoft  mifery, 
vitneut  daring  to  do  juftice  for  their  injuredcountry.* 

Spain 
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Spain  renewed  a  good  underftanding  with  France, 
and  added  (Length  to  her  intereft,  by  concluding  a 
double  marriage  with  the  royal  family  of  Portugal. 
During  the  time  of  holding  a  congrefs  at  Soiffons, 
the  duke  of  Parma,  gave  the  pretender  an  invitation 
to  refide  in  his  dominions,  promifing  to  receive  him 
with  the  marks  of  honour  and  rcfpedt  due  to  the 
king  of  Great-Britain  *,  on  which  Signior  Como,  the 
duke’s  refident  at  London,  was  ordered  to  depart  the 
kingdom  in  two  days.  In  fhort,  the  peace  of  Europe 
feemed  to  hang  in  the  fame  fufpence  as  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  late  king’s  reign  *. 

On  theaillof  January,  1729,  the  parliament  met, 
and  the  king  opened  the  feffion  with  acquainting  them, 
the  congrefs  had  not  been  lo  fuccefsful  as  he  expeded  •, 


*  On  the  3d  day  of  Auguft,  this  year,  died  the  duke  of 
Brunfvvic  Lunenburg,  bifhop  of  Ofnabrug,  duke  of  York  and 
Albany,  and  earl  of  Ulfter,  brother  to  George  the  firft.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  hi^  bifhopric,  by  the  elector  of  Cologn,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  treaty  of  M under,  enabling,  that  the  bifhopric 
of  Ofnabrug,  fhalf  be  alternately  poffefTed  by  the  eleftor  of 
Cologn,  a  papift,  and  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfvvic,  a 
proteflant. 

On  the  4th  day  of  December,  the  king’s  eldefl  fon,  prince 
Frederick,  arrived  in  England  from  Hanover,  where  he  had  hitherto 
refided,  it  having  been  partly  doubted  whether  the  heir  apparent 
to  the  crown  fhould  not  refide  in  Great-Britain.  On  his  arrival 
he  was  introduced  into  the  privy-council,  and  created  prince 
of  Wales. 

Lord  Cateret,  who  had  been  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
was  received  in  that  kingdom  with  marks  of  general  eileem. 
The  bufinefs  of  the  Irifh  parliament  was  carried  on  with  great 
unanimity  and  regularity  ;  they  eflablifhed  funds  for  the  difeharge 
of  their  national  debt ;  they  repaired  the  highways  and  bridges  ; 
removed  nuifances  ;  encouraged  the  finding  and  working  of  mines 
and  minerals ;  enquired  into  the  flate  of  the  hempen  and  fax 
manufactures,  and  gave  confidcrable  fums  for  the  encouragement 
of  both  ;  they  promoted  tillage,  and  infpe&ed  the  abufes  com¬ 
mitted  by  bakers,  millers,  and  farmers.  In  fhort,  they  did  every 
thing  a  wife  people  could  fuggcfl,  towards  laying  ufcful  founda¬ 
tions  and  improvements, 

which 
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which  he  afterwards  infmuated  was  principally  owing 
to  the  hopes  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  had 
entertained  or  creating  difeontents  and  divifions 
among  his  fubje&s ;  and  he  requefted  fuch  fupplies  as 
mould  enable  him  to  ad  vigorously,  in  concert  with 
Ins  allies,  m  cafe  he  could  not  eftablifh  an  advan¬ 
tageous  peace.  The  ftrildng  infinuation  contained 
m  this  fpeech,  was  univerfally  attributed-  to  the  mi¬ 
ni  lie  r  who  penned  it  with  a  view  of  intimidating 
the  members  in  the  oppofition  :  he  with  his  numerous 
adherents*  pufhed  the  hint  as  far  as  it  would  go, 
and  they  obtained  fuch  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  as 
was  perfedly  agreeable  to  themfelves.  The  eftimates 
being  laid  before  the  houfe,  they  unanimoufly  voted 
i^ooo  ieamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year; 
but  the  motion  for  continuing  the  army  of  23,000 
men,  granted  the  preceding  year,  occafioned  a  Strong 
debate  ;  Mr.  William  Pulteney,  Mr.  Shippen,  and 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl,  mailer  of  the  rolls,  proved  from 
hiftory  and  experience,  the  danger  into  which  a  Hand¬ 
ing  army  brought  the  conftitution ;  and  how  often, 
and  even  at  this  time,  it  threatened  the  deftrudion 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They  enlarged  on  the 
extraordinary  and  unneceffary  fums  paid  to  the  land¬ 
grave  of  Heffe,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwic  Wolfen- 
buttle,  and  fmartly  obferved,  that  as  thefe  princes, 
ufually  maintained  a  certain  number  of  troops,  it  was 
but  reafonable  Great-Britain  fhould  only  pay  for  thofe 
railed  extraordinary  on  her  account.  The  belt  of  ar- 

J 

guments  at  this  time  had  no  weight,  the  court  party 
carried  their  point  by  a  majority  of  256  againllc)i, 
and  they  granted  50,000!  to  be  paid  to  the  king  of 
Sweden.  Thele  fupplies  where  raifed  by  continuing 
the  land-tax,  the  duties  on  cyder,  perry,  and  malt ; 
by  an  additional  duty  on  unmalted  corn,  ufed  in 
diflilling  *,  and  by  the  fale  of  annuities  to  the  Bank, 
not  exceeding  50,000!  per  annum .  The  timidity 
of  the  ministry,  in  not  revenging  the  unwarrantable 

ravages 
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ravages  daily  committed  on  the  Britifh  fa bj efts  in 
America,  by  the  Spaniards,  raifed  loud  clamours  all 
over  the  nation.  The  people  could  not  hear  without 
indignation,  of  their  friends  being  killed  or  carried 
into  captivity,  and  their  property  feized,  without  any 
colour  of  equitable  reafon  ;  and  not  be  permitted  to 
return  hoftilities  on  fo  prefuming  and  haughty  an 
adverfary  *,  they  were  on  fire  to  repel  their  injuries  : 
the  merchants  of  Briftol  and  Liverpool,  firft  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves,  in  prefenting  petitions  to  the 
houle  of  commons,  complaining  of  their  wrongs, 
of  the  frequent  depredations  of  the  Spaniards 
on  their  trade  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Thefe  being  read,, 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  were  ordered  to  lay 
before  the  houfe,  the  other  memorials  of  the  fame 
kind  which  they  had  received  ;  the  houfe  addrefied 
the  king  for  admiral  Hofier's  inftruftions,  and  thole 
of  the  commander  in  chief  who  lucceeded  him,  in 
order  to  lay  them  before  the-  congrefs  at  SoiiTons.  . 
Other  merchants  prefented  petitions,  complaining 
of  the  fame  grievances,  which  the  houfe  having 
deliberated  upon,  and  heard  evidence,  addrefied  the 
king,  requefting  he  would  ufe  his  endeavours  to 
prevent  thefe  depredations  for  the  future  ;  that  he 
would  procure  fatisfaflion  for  his  fubjeCts,  and  fecure 
them  the  free  exercife  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
to  and  from  his  colonies  in  America.  He  in  his 
anfwer,  allured  them  he  would  do  all  that  lay  in  his 
power  to  comply  with  their  defires  and  expectations. 
They  alfo  addrefied  him  for  a  particular  account  how 
6o,oool.  had  been  expended,  which  had  been  raifed 
for  the  fervice  of  the  laft  year,  and  was  only  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  public  account,  without  the  particulars 
but  they  received  for  anfwer,  that  no  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fame  could  be  given,  without  &  manifejl  pre¬ 
judice  to  the  public .  A  bill  was  prepared,  and  palled 
the  Houfe  without  oppofition,  to  prevent  bribery 
and  corruption  in  elections  for  members  of  parka- 
.  ,  ment. 
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ment.  Their  attention  was  entirely  taken  up  with 
debates  on  the  Spanifh  depredations,  in  which  the 
moft  fenfible  and  honeft  members  feemed  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  theie  continued  infults,-  were  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  negligence,  timidity,  and  in¬ 
capacity  or  the  miniftry  ;  they  enquired  further 
into  the  particulars  of  thefe  grievances  ;  they  paffed. 
fome  resolutions,  in  which  they  accufed  the  Spaniards 
of  having  violated  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the 
two  crowns  ;  of  having  ti*eated  inhumanly  the  maff 
ters  and  crews  of  feveral  Britifh  trading  veffels  in  the 
Weft-Indies  •,  they  juftified  admiral  Hofier’s  in- 
ftrudtions,  to  make  reprifals  of  the  Spanifh  flota 
and  galleons,  till  fatisfaclion  fhould  be  obtained  for 
the  injured  Britifh  lubjedts ;  on  which  account  they 
again  addreiTed  the  king,  and  he  promifed  to  grant 
their  requeft.  An  account  of  the  civil-lift  revenues 
was  laid  before  the  houfe,  agreeable  to  their  requeft  \ 
when  the  courtiers  affirmed,  they  fell  flhort  of  the 
fum  of  8oo,oool.  granted  the  King,  and  propofed  to 
grant  an  additional  fum  of  115,000!.  by  a  bill  for 
fettling  the  price  of  imported  corn,  to  difeharge 
deficiences  and  arrears  of  the  cisul-lift  ;  this  was 
v/armly  and  fenfibiy  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pukeney,  and 
other  members  >  but  the  minifters  carried  their  point 
without  fuffering  the  particulars,  or  the  truth,  to  be 
enquired  into.  It  was  lucky  for  the  miniftry,  that 
Mr.  Oglethorpe,  made  a  motion  for  infpecting  the 
public  gaols,  and  for  preventing  the  cruelties  ul'ed  by 
gaolers  on  their  prifoners,  as  it  diverted  the  attention 
of  the  parliament,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was  ex- 
afperated  againft  the  miniftry  ;  therefore,  they  very 
politically  encouraged  a  ftridf  enquiry  into  this  abufe. 
A  committee  was  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  of 
which  Mr,  Oglethorpe,  was  chofen  chairman  ;  they 
went  in  a  body  to  vifit  Fleejt-Prifon,  where  they 
found  Sir  William  Rich,  baronet,  loaded  with  irons, 
for  fome  fiiglq  offence,  which  he  had  given  to  Ran> 

bridge. 
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bridge  the  warden  ;  a  deteltable  ruffian,  who  had 
committed  the  molt  inhuman  barbarities,  frauds,  and 
extortions,  his  villainous  imagination  could  contrive. 
The  farther  they  enquired  into  this  ffiocking  fcene  of 
cruelty,  they  found  it  every  way  extending  with 
horror  and  infamy  ;  for  which  Bambridge  and  Hig¬ 
gins,  the  late  warden,  who  had  a<5ted  in  the  fame  op- 
preffive  manner,  with  four  of  their  accomplices, 
were  committed  to  Newgate,  and  profecuted  by  the 
attorney-general  ;  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the 
better  regulating  this  prifon. 

The  lords  deliberared  on  the  pofitive  demands 
made  by  the  Spaniards,  of  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca  ;  the  former  founded  on  a  conditional 
promife  of  his  late  majefty’s,  in  a  letter  to  the  kino- 
of  Spain,  wherein  it  was  fpecified,  “  That  he 
“  [George  I.]  would  make  ufe  of  the  firft  favourable 
“  opportunity  to  regulate  the  article  of  its  reftitution, 
“  with  the  confent  of  his  parliament.”  A  motion  was 
made,  for  the  better  fecuring  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom ;  that  care  ftiould  be  taken  at  the  conclufion 
ot  the  next  treaty  with  Spain,  that  ihe  renounced, 
in  exprefs  terms,  all  her  claims  to  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca  but  this  equitable  motion  was  over-ruled 
and  altered  into  a  complimentary  one  to  the  king, 
thus  ;  that  the  houfe  entirely  relied  on  him,  that  he 
would,  for  the  fecuring  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom, 
take  care  in  his  treaty  with  Spain,  to  lecure  his  right 
to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  They  examined  feveral 
papers  relative  to  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards  ; 
during  which  they  could  not  help  uttering  many 
fevere  expreffions  on  the  conduft  of  the  miniftry. 
Several  oi  the  lords  were  of  opinion  that  Hofier’s 
expedition  was  an  unreafonable  burden  on  the  nation. 
They  were  lurprized  at  the  claufe  in  the  corn  bill, 
for  granting  an  additional  fum  to  the  king  -,  they 
affirmed,  that  inftead  of  a  deficiency  in  the  civil-lift 
revenues,  there  was  a  confiderable  furplus.  They 

D  remarked 


1729  (  22  ) 

remarked  that  this  was  a  new  burden  on  the  people, 
at  a  time  when  they  were  oppreffed  with  heavy  taxes, 
their  foreign  trade  diminifhecl,  their  man u tact ures 
decayed,  and  their  poor  multiplied,  and  the  public 
debts  increafed ;  that  it  the  revenues  or  tne  civil-lift 
did  not  amount  to  the  annual  fum  ot  8oo,oool.  the 
deficiency  muft  be  made  good  by  the  public  ;  but 
if  they  fhoukl  exceed  that  fum,  there  were  no  means 
mentioned  how  the  overplus  fhould  be  applied.  In 
fpite  of  argument,  the  courtiers  triumphed  here, 
as  in  the  lower  houie  ;  they  defied  national  reproach, 
and  held  in  contempt  public  fpirit,  fentiment,  and 
fhame  ;  though  fourteen  of  the  lords  entered  into  a  ’ 
very  ftrong  and  plauiible  proteft  againft  it.  Every 
reader  who  has  any  knowledge  ot  the  iniquity  of  thefe 
times,  may  eafily  form  an  idea  how  the  money  had 
been  expended,  which  was  to  be  fupplied  by  this 
additional  grant;  for  it  was  well  known  by  what 
means  the  minifter  acquired  his  intereftin  parliament, 
and  how  he  preferved  it.  On  the  14th  day  of  May, 
the  public  and  private  bills  received  the  loyal  afient, 
in  which'  there  was  one  for  the  relief  of  infolvent 
debtors,  and  an  add  enabling  the  queen  to  be  regent 
of  the  kingdom,  without  taking  the  oaths,  while  the 
kino-  went  to  Hanover,  of  which  he  declared  his 
intention  in  -his  fpeech ;  and  let  out  in  three  days 
after.  The  kingdom  at  this  time  enjoyed  uninter¬ 
rupted  tranquility,  and  commerce  began  to  increafe, 
notwithstanding  '  the  difc.ouragement  and  reftne- 
tions  of  thole  pretended  friends  to  their  country, 
who  were  every  day  lapping  its  conftitution  and 

intereft'*. 
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*  The  court  writings  at  this  time  on  the  Spanifti  depreda- 
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p  without  connexion,  knowledge,  or  accuracy  ;  and  j 
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In  the  month  of  November,  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Spain  were  amicably  fettled 
by  a  treaty  concluded  at  Seville.  Thecongrefs  atSoiffons 
having  proved  abortive,  conferences  were  held  at 
Seville,  by  the  plenipotentiaries  cf  England,  France, 
and  Spain,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  emperor. 
This  famous  treaty  implied,  that  all  the  former  treaties 
fhould  fubfift  as  they  were  •,  that  the  commerce  .in 
Europe  and  the  Indies,  fhould  be  reitored  to  its 
former  footing  •,  and  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  make 
reftitution  of  their  unlawful  feizures  and  depredations, 
which  were  to  be  proved  fo,  at  their  court,  by  Bririfh 
commiflaries.  This  halt  ftipulation  at  once  reflefted 
difhonour  upon  the  nation,  and  was  a  hardfhip  on 
the  Britifh  fubjefts  •,  for  few  merchants  cared  to  be  at 
the  trouble  and  expence  of  a  journey  to  the  court 
of  Spain,  to  prove  their  Ioffes,  efpecially  when  they 
had  reafon  to  apprehend  their  demands  would  be 
counter-balanced  by  the  Spaniards.  T  he  other  extra- 


afforded  an  excellent  handle  for  the  oppofition  to  turn  the  mi- 
nifters  into  ridicule. 

The  ftipulation  on  which  the  Spaniards  infilled  relative  to  the 
difpute  in  America,  was,  that  the  Engl  iff  fhould  be  excluded 
from  all  right  of  cutting  logwood  in  Campcachey,  or  ol  trade  to 
that  bay.  'The  Spaniards  had  made  this  demand  in  the  year 
1717,  when  George  I.  referred  it  to  the  board  ot  trade  ;  who 
were  of  opinion  the  Englilh  had  a  right  to  cut  logwood  there; 
they  founded  their  judgment  on  the  Englilh  being  the  fir  ft  fettlers, 
and  bv  the  treaty  made  in  1670,  when  their  right  was  confirmed, 
and  alio  by  that  of  Utrecht  made  in  1713. 

Viftor  Amadams  king  of  Sardinia,  this  year  reliomed  bis 
crown  in  favour  of  his  fon  Charles  Emanuel,  prince  of  Piedmont. 
Peter  II.  czar  of  Mufcovy,  and  grand-fon  of  Peter  T.  died  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age.  at  Mufcow,  and  was  fucceedod  on 
the  Ruffian  throne  by  the  prine'efs  Anne  Ivnnouna,  fecond 
daughter  of  John  Alexowitz?  elder  brother  of  Peter  1.  and 
widow  of  Frederic  William,  duke  of  Courland.  'Phis  yeni 
was  alfo  rendered  remarkable  by  the  death  of  pope  Benedict  XIII. 
The  cardinal  Laurence  Corfini,  was  placed  in  the  papal  chair, 
where  he  affumed  the  name  of  Clement  XlL 
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ordinary  articles  of  this  famous  treaty,  imported,  that 
the  Englifh  fhould  affift  in  introducing  6000  Spanifh 
troops,  as  garriions  into  the  towns  of  Parma  and 
Tufcany,  without  any  fpecification  of  methods,  in 
order  to  fecure  thofe  duchies  to  the  immediate  fuc- 
cell  ion  or  the  infant  don  Carlos,  fon  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  that  they  fhould  guaranty  thefe  ftates  to 
him  tor  ever.  At  belt,  thefe  latter  articles  were  an 
open  breach  of  the  quadruple  alliance  made  in  1719  ; 
wherein  it  was  ftipulated,  that  neutral,  and  not 
Spanifh  troops,  fhould  be  introduced,  into  the  towns 
of  Parma  and  1  ufcany,  nor  were  they  to  continue 
there  till  don  Carlos,  and  his  fucceffors,  fhould  be 
fecure  from  all  events.  England’s  agreeing  to  thefe 
articles,  io  foreign  to  her  interefts,  can  only  be  im¬ 
puted  to  the  weaknefs  of  her  minifters  •,  for  there  was 
the  greateft  probability  that  her  fubferibing  to  them, 
would  involve  her  in  endlefs  quarrels  and  diiputes, 
about  a  country  with  which  ftie  had  no  concern. 

This  year  lord  Carteret,  returned  from  Ireland, 
and  was  fucceeded  in  the  lieutenancy  of  that  king¬ 
dom  by  the  duke  of  Dorfet.  In  England,  Charles 
lord  7  ownfhend  refigned  the  feals,  which  were  given 
to  the  earl  of  Harrington,  late  colonel  Stanhope  ; 
by  this  alteration  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  reigned  without 
a  rival.  James  earl  of  Waldegrave,  was  appointed 
ambaffador  to  the  court  of  P  rance,  which  was  filled 
with  joy  on  the  birth  of  a  dauphin. 

On  the  13th  day  of  January  1730,  the  king  opened 
thefefTion  of  parliament,  with  afpeech  enumerating  the 
contents  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  wherein  it  muft  be 
owned  that  his  obfervations  differed  from  the  tenor 
of  it-,  particularly,  where  he  faid  it  was  founded  on 
former  treaties,  and  tended  to  fulfil  the  quadruple 
alliance.  He  faid  he  had  given  orders  for  reducing 
both  the  army  and  the  fleet,  and  recommended  to 
their  confideration  the  date  of  public  credit.  When 
the  lords  took  the  treaty  of  Seville  into  confideration, 

they 
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they  did  not  let  it  pafs  without  fevere  admiadverfion. 
The  fenfible  peers,  who  diltinguifhed  themfelves  in 
the  intereft  of  their  country,  faw  that  throughout 
the  whole  treaty,  there  was  an  artful  omiffion  of 
fecuring  to  Great-Britain,  her  right  to  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca.  They  expatiated  on  fome  parts  of  it  beino- 
a  manifeft  violation  of  the  quadruple  alliance  ;  that 
it  might  detach  the  emperor  from  the  intereft  of 
England,  and  that  the  ftipulations  for  repairing  the 
Ioffes  of  the  Britilh  merchants,  were  infufEcient  and 
precarious,  and  twenty-four  peers  entered  into  a 
proteft  againft  it.  They  were  able  and  plaufible 
fpeakers,  and  their  opinions  were  induftrioufly  cir¬ 
culated  throughout  the  united  kingdoms  ;  in  every 
part  of  which,  the  people  had  fhewed  adiflike  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  minifter,  and  now  it  was  heightened 
to  a  deteftation.  "When  the  penfion  bill  was  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  lords,  “  For  difabling  all  perlons 
“  from  being  members  of  the  lower  houfe,  who  had 
“  any  penfion  during  pleafure,  or  for  any  number 
“  of  years,  or  any  offices,  held  in  truft  for  them, 
“  under  the  crown,”  it  occafioned  a  violent  debate, 
and  was  at  length  thrown  out  by  the  courtiers  •,  but 
this  triumph  v'as  clogged  with  a  proteft  of  twenty- 
fix  peers,  which  rendered  the  miniftry  ftill  more  un¬ 
popular.  Such  alio  was  the  cafe  of  the  mutiny- 
bill  -,  but  never  did  the  miniftry  appear  more  abfurd 
than  in  their  defence  of  keeping  the  Heflian  troops, 
in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain  ;  ‘it  was  affirmed  againft 
them,  that  if  their  engagements  with  Spain,  France, 
and  Holland,  were  good  for  any  thing,  what  could 
Great-Britain  have  to  fear,  that  thefe  troops  (liquid 
continue  in  her  pay  ;  they  anfwered  that  the  emperor 
(hewed  a  defign  of  difturbing  the  peace  of  Europe. 
This  affertion  was  true,  but  then  fuch  a  defign  was 
in  confequence  of  their  concluding  the  treaty  of 
Seville,  without  his  knowledge,  though  he  was 
nearly  concerned,  and  of  agreeing  to  fuch  ftipu¬ 
lations 
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lacions  as  were  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  qua¬ 
druple  alliance  which  he  had  figned.  But  the  mi¬ 
niftry  carried  their  point,  which  made  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  on  the  body  of  the  people,  that  feme  of 
them  were  almoft  induced  to  believe  the  keeping  in 
this  time  of  peace,  fo  large  a  number  of  foreign 
mercenaries,  were  intended  in  fupport  of  wicked 
defigns  on  their  constitution.  When  the  charge  of 
the  land  forces  fell  under  the  confideration  of  the 
commons,  lbme  of  the  molt  fenlible  members 
ftrongly  inveighed  again  ft  this  Germanizing  the 
kingdom,  to  tamely  fubmitto  a  military  government. 
They  again  and  again  repeated  their  animadverfions, 
on  the  treaty  of  Seville,  which  the  miniftry  at  firft 
faid  was  an  abfolute  peace,  and  could  not  involve 
Great -Britain  in  any  quarrels  or  difputes.  Where 
then  is  the  neceflity,  laid  Mr.  Shippen,  of  demanding 
all  thefe  troops  (almoft  r  8,000,  befides  foreigners) 
in  a  time  of  public  peace  ?  they  are  not  neceilary  to 
make  Spain  adhere  to  her  own  treaty  ?  they  cannot 
force  the  emperor  to  accede  to  it  ?  they  are  not 
neceilary  for  the  fafety  of  the  king.  “  Force  and 
“  violence  are  the  refort  of  ufurpcrs  and  tyrants 
only,  becaufe  they  are,  with  good  real'on,  diftruftful 
of  the  people  whom  they  opprefs  ;  and  becauie 
they  have  no  other  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of 
their  unlawful  and  unnatural  dominion,  than  what 
depends  entirely  on  the  ftrength  of  their  armies.” 
The  motion  for  granting  the  land  forces  was  made 
by  Mr.  1  lenry  Pelham,  fecretary  ;  and  being  fup- 
ported  by  the  whole  weight  of  the  miniftry,  af- 
fembled  for  that  purpofe,  was  forced  through  the 
houfv  on  the  flioulders  of  a  confiderable  majority. 
Another  bill  was  brought  in  by  the  courtiers,  for 
prohibiting  all  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  from  lending 
funis  of  money  to  foreign  princes  or  ftates,  without 
his  licence.  Sir  Roberc  Walpole,  pretended  it  was 
to. prevent  the  emperor  from  borrowing  a  .large  fum 
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in  England.  Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney,  Mr.  Barnard, 
and  other  gentlemen,  acquainted  with  commerce* 
expofed  the  pernicious  cffe&s  of  this  bill  •,  they 
aro-ued  on  its  being  a  reftraint  on  the  Englifh  trade  ; 
that  it  would  render  Holland  the  market  of  Europe  ; 
that  the  king  of  Portugal  frequently  borrowed  money 
of  the  Englilh  merchants,  reliding  in  his  dominions  ; 
that  it  totally  difabled  the  nation  from  aflifting  its  beft 
allies,but  not  did  prevent  the  ftock-jobbers  from  trad¬ 
ing  in  foreign  funds,  which  ought  to  be  prohibited,  for 
the  Englifh° had  been  great  fufferers  by  that  means  *, 
that  while  the  licenfing  remained  in  the  power  of  the 
crown,  the  licenfes  would  pals  through  the  hands  of 
theminilter,  who  by  this  new  trade  might  gain  from 
twenty  to  forty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  that  it 
would  tender  the  exchequer  a  court  of  inquifuion, 
and  that  it  was  a  violation  of  our  fundamental  laws 
and  liberties.  But  reafon,  remonftrance,  and  evidence 
had  no  weight,  with  perlons  who  were  proof  againft 
conviction  •,  the  bill  was  forced  through  the  houfe, 
and  afterwards  enafted  intq  law.  They  continued 
the  fubfidies  to  the  landgrave  of  Hefle,  and  the  duke 
of  Brunfwic  Wolfenbuttle,  in  fpite  of  all  that  could 
be  urged  againft  this  unneceftary  load  of  expence. 
To  the  honour  of  this  fefilon  it  muft  be  owned,  that 
one  million  of  the  furplus,  arifing  from  the  finking 
fund,  was  ordered  towards  difehargingj  the  national 
debt.  The  duties  on  fait  were  extingifhed,  and  the 
traders  and  planters  of  Carolina,  were  encouraged 
to  export  rice.  An  attempt  was  made  to  lay  open 
the  Eaft-India  trade,  the  charter  of  this  company 
being  very  near  expiring,  by  Sir  John  Barnard,  and 
other  eminent  merchants,  but  it  failed  •,  and  the 
charter  of  the  company  was  prolonged  to  the  year 
1766.  On  the  15th  of  May,  the  king  clofed  the 
fedion  by  a  fpeech,  importing,  that  he  was  glad  they 
had  approved  of  what  fell  under  their  confideration, 
notwithftanding  all  the  clamours  of  tiiofe  incendaries. 
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who,  by  fcandalous  libels  endeavoured  to  alienate  the 
affections  of  his  people. 

The  emperor  relented  the  infult  offered  him  by  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  refpe&ing  the  garrifons  of  Tufcany 
and  Parma,  by  prohibiting  the  Britilli  fubjefts  from 
trading  in  his  dominions  ;  and  he  began  to  make 
preparations  for  war.  The  power  of  the  minifter 
was  io  great,  that  his  friends  were  daily  fucceeding 
to  the  greateft  places  ;  fuch  unhmitted  favours  be¬ 
llowed  on  one  man,  difgufled  many  of  the  whigs, 
who  had  been  old  fervants  to  the  crown,  and  warm 
adherents  to  the  proteftant  fucceffion  ;  many  of  them 
refigned,  while  every  circumftance  ferved  to  make 
the  minifter  more  odious  to  the  people  *. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  21ft  of  January  1731- 
The  bill  againft  pen  doners  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  pafied  that  houfe,  but  was  rejected  by  the 
lords.  The  fubfidies  to  the  landgrave  of  Heffe,  and 
the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttle  were  continued.  The 
delays  of  juftice  having  been  very  great,  occafioned 
by  the  law  proceedings  being  in  Latin,  they  were 


*  A  licentious  and  wicked  degeneracy  prevailed  all  over  the 
kingdom  at  this  time;  it  was  in  felled  with  robbers,  thieves,  and 
a  Ha  dins  in  every  part ;  even  the  very  llreets  of  the  capital  were 
dangerous  to  walk  in  after  day-light.  A  wantonnefs  of  barbarity, 
a  defperatc  and  favage  fpirit  of  cruelty,  Teemed  to  influence  thefe 
mifereants  in  committing  their  horrid  crimes.  Incendiary  letters 
at  this  time  took  their  rife,  and  every  fpecics  of  villainy  was 
pra&ifed  that  their  evil  imaginations  could  fugged.  This  peculiar 
depravity  mud  no  doubt  have  taken  its  rife  from  the  vifible 

conduct  of  thofe  that  preyed  upon  the - ,  and  it  was  differed  to 

proceed  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  from  the  want  of  police  in  the 
interior  government. 

Seven  Indian  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  North  America, 
were  this  year  introduced  to  the  king,  at  whofe  feet  they  laid 
rheir  crown  and  regalia,  and  acknowledged  themfelves  hisfubjeds; 
they  were  amazed  at  the  magnificence  of  his  court,  they  figned 
fcvcral  articles  of  friendfinp  and  commerce,  and  were  dilrniffed 
loaded  with  prefents. 
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ordered  to  be  for  the  future  in  Englifh.  The  depre¬ 
dations  and  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards  fall  continuing, 
feveral  petitions  were  prcfented  to  the  houfe,  by 
many  injured  fubjefts ;  and  it  appeared  upon  exami¬ 
nation,  that  their  complaints  were.  well  founded. 
Upon  which  the  houfe  add  relied  the  king,  to  procure 
fatisfadion  for  his  fubjefts.  Dr.  Sherlock,  biflrop  of 
Bangor,  made  a  remarkable  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  againft  the  penfion  bill,  which  he  confidered 
as  a  fcheme  to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  commons, 
and  to  break  the  balance  fo  effential  between  the 
powers  of  the  two  houfes,  and  would  iooner  or  later 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  conftitution.  This  abiurd, 
ridiculous,  and  court-like  fpeech,  drew  on  him  the 

indignation  of  many  worthy  men  *. 

•  °  g  The 


*  The  differences  between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain,  were  amicably  adjufted  bv  a  treaty  figned  at 
Vienna  on  the  22dof  July,  and  Sir  Charles  Wager,  was  ordered 
to  fail  from  England  with  a  fquadron  to  convey  the  infant  don 
Carlos  to  his  dominions  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  don 
Carlos  fettled  in  Italy.  By  this  treaty  the  Ollend  company,  who 

had  given  umbrage  to  feme  of  the  maritime  powers,  were  totally 
abolifhed.  In  Auguft,  a  treaty  of  union,  and  defenfive  alliance 
between  the  eleaorates  of  Hanover  and  Saxony,  was  figned  at 

Drefden.  ,  .  .  c  . 

The  {pint  of  political  writing  raged  with  uncommon  fur/ 

at  this  time;  the  pamphlets  of  the  two  parties  were  a  true  c  aiac- 
teriftic  of  each.  The  hackneyed  writers  of  the  mimftry  were 
ftupid,  fcurrilous,  needy,  ignorant,  and  illiterate  5  w  1  e  t  o  e 
of  the  oppofition,  managed  by  lord  Bolingbroke,  Mr.  William 
Pulteney,  and  other  fenfible  and  learned  men,  opened  fuch  an 
inexauftible  fund  of  political  knowledge,  as  was  the  aftomftiment 
of  mankind.  Their  wit  and  fatire  flowed  with  elegance  and  cafe  ; 
they  were  nervous,  poignant,  decent,  and  bold:  they  con¬ 
cluded  a  famous  paper  which  rofe  at  this  time,  called  the  Craft  {man, 
which  was  attacked  with  great  acrimony  by  the  partizans  of  the 
minifter,  but  the  arrows  they  lhot  againfl  it,  had  no  more  effect, 
than  if  they  had  been  {hot  againft  one  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt. 
LordHervey,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Briftol,^  was  faid  to  have  wrote  a 
pamphlet  entitled,  Scdetion  and  Defamation  dilplayed  ;  and 

t  ^ 


f 
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SgS;h^R*;°”"^t!rS! 

flowed  fin  |f  the  expenc:e  of  maintaining  ir 
owed  from  the  oppofition.  The  fait  duties  which 
had  been  taken  off  in  the  vear  • 

leflion  laid  on  aoain  Thl  7  P  '  were  this 
o-reat  debates  t  1  ,mpofmon  produced 

fnd  the  kinl  had  r  ?"*  °f  pub!ic  tranquility, 
anu  the  king  had  prom.led  to  take  off  feme  of  thole 

taxes  which  affected  the  poor  •  hi  if  t-Mc 

'h™.  members  in'X  opplio"  H 

determination  to- grind  the  faces  of  the  poor  in 
order  to  eafe  a  few  rich  men.  They  exoamted  on 

5ethSeretra,  IT"  °f  alli  Prifl°nS’  °n  hardfhips 

“r  CVpen  fedition  ’  b«  it  was  like 

char  nil  ^  •  A"  e"SlllIy  into  the  ftate  of  the 

chai  i table  corporation  was  made  by  the  houfe  of 

hTb°nS--  alhe  i,ntenti°n  of  this  company  which 

had  been  inftituted  ,n  the  year  1707,  was  to  lend 
money  at  legal  intereft  on  goods  ;  their  capital  was  at 
fl.ff  homed  to  30,0001.  but  by  licences  from  the 
crown,  it  was  extended  to  600,000].  though  their 

charter  was  never  confirmed  by  parliament?  Great 

embezzlements  it  appeared  had  been  made  by  the 
calmer,  George  Robmlon,  Efq  ;  member  for  Marlow, 


Mr.  W,!liam  Pulteney.  to  have  wrote  an  anfwer  under  the  title’ 
of  A  prorer  Reply.  Some  difputes  paired  between  thefe  L tie 
men  ,n  the  houfe,  when  they  did  not  abfolutelv  deny  thefe  £"« 
hut  they  were  fo  warm,  that  their  difpute  became  perfonaf  upon 

etc  KHrhCll‘b"d  Mr/  ^iteney  to  met  him  in  The 
tiiccn-l  ai  k,  wh  ch  was  accepted;  but  the  niinider’sfubaltern- 

'T0""'**-  and  very  narrowly  efcaped-  being  run 
thiough  the  body,  when  they  were  parted  by  their  feconds. 


and 
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and  the  warehoufe-keeper  John  Thompfon,  and  it 
was  fufpe&ed,  in  concert  with  many  perfons  of  opu¬ 
lence  and  rank  ;  the  whole  was  one  of  the  moil  black 
and  iniquitous  feenes  that  ever  was  difeovered,  and 
reflected  indelible  infamy  on  many  perfons.  Sir  Robert 
Sutton  and  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  were  expelled  the 
houfe,  for  being  concerned  in  thefe  fraudulent  prac¬ 
tices,  as  was  alfo  George  Robinfon,  Efq  •,  A  letter 
was  brought  to  the  houfe  from  Belloni,  the  pretender’s 
banker  at  Rome,  acquainting  them  that  Thompfon 
was  fecured  in  that  city,  and  all  his  papers  taken 
from  him,  which  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to  England 
upon  certain  Ibpulations  in  favour  of  the  pnloner. 
This  letter  was  immediately  looked  upon  as  an  artifice 
ot  the  pretender  s  to  infinuate  a  favourable  opinion  of 
himfelf,  into  the  minds  oi  the  people  \  by  pretending 
that  what  he  had  done  was  for  thefake  of  juftice,and  the 
love  he  had  for  them ;  therefore  it  was  confidered  as  an 
infolent  libel,  and  ordered  to  be  burned  by  the  hangman 
at  the  Royal  Exchange.  Another  fccne  of  iniquitous 
fraud  was  detected  by  lord  Gage,  in  the  fale  of  the 
forfeited  effate  belonging  to  the  late  earl  of  Derwent- 
watei,  for  which  Dennis  Bond,  Efq-,  and  ierieant 
Birch,  commiflioners  of  the  tale,  were  expelled  the 
houfe.  Five  members  were  expelled  the  houfe  this 
feffion  for  the  moft  infamous  acts  of  villainy  ;  a  certain 
fign  of  national  degeneracy  and  difgrace.  All  the 
lupplies  were  granted  after  ftrong  debates,  and  the 
fum  of  22,694b  was  granted  for  an  agio  or  difference 
®f  the  iubfidies  payable  to  Denmark,  purfuant  to 
the  treaty  made  with  that  monarch  by  George  1. 
'after  a  violent  difpute.  On  the  firlf  of  June  the 
feflion  was  clofed,  and  a  few  days  after  the  king  fee 
out  for  Hanover,  and  left  the  queen  regent*. 

E  2  °  The 


*  The  leaders  °f  the  parties  were  frequently  fo  warm  in  the’r 
political  difputes,  that  they  defeended  to  the  moil  inventive 

and 
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The  power  of  minifterial  influence  was  now  fo 
great,  that  nothing  could  check  it,  but  the  danger 
of  internal  commotion  *,  this  the  government  were 
on  the  point  of  experiencing,  when  it  was  fufpetfted 
that  a  general  extife  was  intended  to  be  laid.  The 
whole  nation  was  in  a  ferment ;  they  dreaded  the 
dangers  to  which  their  liberties  would  be  expofed, 
from  the  icandalous  fleecings  of  a  repacious  miniiler. 
They  waited  with  the  greateft  impatience  for  the 
next  fefiion  of  parliament,  which  they  believed  was 
to  determine  whether  they  were  to  be  free  men  or 
flaves.  They  had  indeed  other  reafons  for  complaint ; 
fuch  as  the  French  were  actually  fortifying  Dunkirk, 
contrary  to  treaty  ;  the  merchants  had  got  no  redrefs 
for  the  depredations  of  the  Spaniards  *,  the  commerce 
of  the  kingdom  was  declining ;  the  only  trade  which 
flourifhed  was  the  traffic  in  Change- Alley. 

On  the  1 6th  of  January  1733,  the  parliament  met, 
and  the  ieflion  was  opened.  The  reduction  of  the 
army  was  fo  warmly  infifted  upon,  that  the  miniftry 


and  injurious  pcrfonalities.  In  a  debate  on  the  12th  of  February, 
between  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Mr.  Pelham,  a  challenge  enfued,  and 
Mr.  Pulteney  immediately  went  out  of  the  houfe  ;  but  before 
Mr.  Pelham  went  out,  the  fpeakerwas  informed  of  it,  upon  which 
the  lerjeant  at  arms  was  ordered  to  recall  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  the 
houfe  obliged  them  to  drop  their  defign. 

Mr.  Pulteney  bore  a  confiderable  fhare  in  all  the  debates  againft; 
the  minifter,  for  whom  he  was  in  reality  an  over-match  ;  his  ar¬ 
guments  were  in  general,  ftated  with  accuracy  and  precifton  ;  his 
points  were  folid  and  conclufive  ;  his  language  was  nervous, 
free,  and  elegant ;  and  all  thefe  were  admirably  fupported  by  his 
unfathomable  wdfdom  and  dauntlefs  intrepidity.  Thefe  very 
eminent  qualities  occafioncd  his  difgrace  at  court  this  year.  The* 
king  one  day  called  for  the  council  book,  and  llruck  with  his  own 
hand  off  the  lift  of  privy-counfellors,  the  name  of  William 
Pulteney,  Efq  ;  and  he  further  ordered  him  to  be  put  out  of  all 
commiffions  of  the  peace,  and  every  office  to  which  he  [the  king] 
had  a  right  to  extend  his  authority.  This  incident  gained  Mr. 
Pulteney  great  honour,  though  the  contrary  was  doubtlefs  intended 
him;  but  the  maxim  was-,  thofe  whom  the  court  defpifed,  the' 
people  idolized . 


wetc 
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were  obliged  to  enforce  this  unconftitutional  burden, 
withhavin-  recourfe  to  the  old  phantom  of  the  pre¬ 
tender  The  commiffioners  appointed  by  the  treaty 

ttfn£,u  ro  fettle  the  Spanilh  depredations,  had 
done  nothin**,  which  occafioned  llrong  debates.  An 
aft  ws  paffld  for  the  better  fecunty  and  encouraging 
the  trade  of  the  Britilh  fugar  colonies  in  America. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  carried  his  point  of  borrowing 

fom  the  finking  fund  5°°,°°°'-  rftcr  a  ™fcn'  f~ 
J"  in  which  Sthe  iniquity  of  pillaging  a  facred  de- 

pofit’,  folemnly  appropriated  to  the  tlifdurge  of  1 

national  debt,  was  delayed  by  Mr.  Pu lteney  and 

others.  The  miniftry  feared  nothing  feeure  ot  their 

numbers,  their  fuccefs  was  invincible.  Great  pre 

natations  were  made  for  fupporting  and  oppofing  the 

STheme,  which  Sir  Robert  Walpobs  W  he 

would  bring  into  the  houfe  on  the  if  -  ot  March, 

when  all  the  members  throughout  the  kingdom 

were  ordered  to  attend.  When  the  important  day 

Wed  all  the  avenues  leading  to  t  ie  houfe  were 

filled  with  people,  waiting  to  hear  the  liTue  of  t  us 

memorable  event.  The  members  on  bot  ‘ulLS 
ready,  and  waited  with  impatience  tor  the  contort. 
At  laft  Sir  Robert  Walpole  broached  his  defigi  . 
He  pfevioufi,  took  notice  of  the  am  wh.ch  had  been 
ufedPto  prejudice  his  fcheme  before  it  was  known  , 
on  the  clamours  which  he  faid  had  taken  rife,  among 
fmug'ders  and  fradulent  dealers-,  that  the  fcheme  he 
was  going  to  propofc  would  remove  all  thole  frauds 
and  add  a  or  300,000k  a  year  to  the  revenue -,  he 
declared  he  had  no  intention  to  promote  a  general 
excife:  then  he  propofed  to  join  the  aws  of  excife, 

and  thofe  of  the  cuftoms  together  that  the  iurther 

fubfidy  of  three  farthings  per  pound,  charged  tp 

imported  tobacco,  fhould  Hill  be  levied  at  the •  Cuftom- 

before-,  that  then  tobacco  flioukl  be  lodged  in 
warehoufes  appointed  tor  that  purpo.e,  y  *  “ 
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warehoufo,°fwho  werftoV^  ^  kcePer5  of  the 

miflioners,  ftould  have  one*  ff  MdV7 

home  or  abroad  "  if  f?U  Ventfor  1C  either  * 

firft  be  weighed  at  the  r  ,V  Wf!  exPorted  !t  Should 
of  the  thrc^  diicharged 

conlumption,  it  lho?ldPbe  delivered  tor  bome 

of  the  warehoufe  keener  m  ru  d  n  e  P^fence 
paying  the  inland  duty  of  a  1  C  Purc  la,en>  upon  his 
penalties  and  forfeitures  O,  %  '  f*er  P0und  5  that  all 
the  crown,  1  ,M  h"'  ‘°  ^  “  ‘hey  belonged  to 

public  ,  ,„daS,  nb„aPP,,ed,t0  ,lK  »f  the 
Should  be  determined  h  a  ?C^er.  ca^*es  excife, 

by  the  king.  This  was  I£<ri.bKiK°'!i'"“d ' 

oak  after  the  2!th  T  “S  «*acco  Ihould 
fwered  by  £*»  »**  "tarply  an- 

the  city  of  London,  who  accufe  h'"  nit'?bfrs  for 
mifreprefented  the  frauds,  and  makZ  'Si 
lations  ;  that  his  fcheme  would  ruin  tffe  ffl  5  CU,~ 

s:exfttd:^taini of;  t£t"e 

might  be  abolifhed  by  the  laws  in  ’  b*  o^tCT 

be'dellrijtitdve  '<«^>2d 

excife  ff’r  m  tendmS  to  Promote  a  general 
Ihould  it  be  carried  imo™^™  affirmed  tllis  ^heme, 

EeSr  whorwwarmt  X  ™rifc  -3 

ami  ardK-r  mfluence  the  freedom  of  de^ns  S 

warel  ou(;  J!°U  flaves  f°  the  exchemen  and 

all  acrefs  r  ^  perS  aS  they  would  be  debarred  from 

when  atLdnT  ^  atCertail1  b™rs. 

for  everv  yy  h?fe  ?fficcrs  i  that  the  merchant, 

J  quanuty  of  tobacco  he  could  fell*  would 

be 


t  *"»  n  ■<> 
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be  obliged  to  get  a  permit  from  the  office,  which  he 
could  not  do  without  trouble,  expence,  and  delay  ; 
and  fliould  this  fcheme  be  carried  into  law,  it  would 
in  all  probability  be  ufed  as  a  precedent  for  intro¬ 
ducing  excife-laws  into  all  branches  of  the  revenue  ; 
in  which  cafe  the  liberty  of  Great-Britain  would  be  no 
more.  Sir  William  Wyndham  drew  a  parallel  be¬ 
tween  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  thole  famous  rapacious 
minifters,  Fpfom  and  Durley,  who,  knowing  their 
mailer  was  infatiable  in  his  defire  for  money,  con¬ 
cluded,  that  no  fcheme  would  be  more  agreeable  to 
him  than  that  which  would  fill  his  colters,  and  drain 
the  purfes  of  his  fubjedts  •,  but  laid  he,  they  loft  their 
heads  by  it  as  loon  as  his  fuccefior  came  to  the  throne. 
The  lobby,  the  court  of  requefts,  Weftminfter-hall, 
and  every  part  near  the  houfe,  continued  ftill  to  be 
crowded  by  a  vaft  concourfe  of  people.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  took  notice  of  the  houfe  being  befet  by 
multitudes,  which,  faid  he,  whatever  gentlemen  may 
call  them,  iuch  as  a  modeft  multitude  or  humble  fup- 
pliants,  he  knew  whom  the  law  called  fturdy  beg¬ 
gars,  and  they  who  brought  the  people  thither,  could 
not  be  certain  but  they  might  behave  in  the  fame 
manner.  1  his  fpeech  threw  the  houle  in  a  flame. 
Sir  John  Barnard  immediately  relented  this  infinuation  •, 
he  faid,  that  merchants  of  character  had  a  right  to 
come  to  the  lobby  and  court  of  requefts,  in  order  to 
follicit  their  friends  and  acquaintance  againft  any 
fcheme  that  was  prejudicial  to  their  commerce  : 
when  he  came  into  the  houfe,  he  faw  none  but  fuch 
as  deferved  the  name  of  fturdy  beggars  as  little  as 
the  minifter  himfelf.  After  a  defperate  difpute  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fixty-one  voices-,  and 
a  bill  was  produced-,  againft  which  petitions  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  common- 
council  of  London;  and  the  towns  of  Nottingham  and 
Coventry.  I  he  minifter  began  to  fear  the  refentment 
®f  an  injured  and  enraged  people,  fliould  he  incur 

their 
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their  difpleafure  too  far  ;  he  had  been  inful  ted  its 
coming  to  the  houle,  and  his  life  was  in  iminent 
danger,  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Cunningham,  a 
Scotch  member,  who  refcued  him  by  drawing  his 
fword  ;  for  which  feafonable  affiftance  the  king  made 
him  governor  of  Jamaica.  He  trembled  for  his  own 
fafety,  and  this  made  him  drop  his  delign,  which  it  is 
certain  he  might  have  carried  into  execution,  had  he 
no  other  opposition  to  encounter  but  that  within 
doors.  The  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  was  put  off 
till  the  1 2  th  of  June.  This  memorable  mifcarriage 
was  celebrated  with  every  kind  of  public  demons 
ftration  of  joy  in  London  and  Weftminfter ;  the  mo¬ 
nument  was  illuminated ;  and  in  one  of  the  bonfires, 
the  minifter  was  folemnly  burned  in  effigy,  with  all 
the  marks  of  indignation  and  abhorrence. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  to 
make  an  enquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  South-Sea 
Company,  who  were  fufpefted  to  have  been  guilty 
of  fradulent  praftices.  The  miniftry  endeavoured  to 
ft i fie  this  enquiry,  and  at  length  effefted  their  defign  ; 
but  it  was  obferved,  that  of  the  57  peers  who  voted  on 
that  fide  the  queftion,  46  were  fuch  as  enjoyed  pre¬ 
ferment  in  the  church,  commiffioners  in  the  army, 
or  civil  employments  under  the  government.  They 
were  alfo  fuccefsful  in  a  bill  for  mifapplying  part 
of  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  after  a  violent 
conteft.  On  the  nth  of  June,  the  day  before  the 
excife  bill  was  to  be  read,  the  king  put  an  end  to  the 
feffion  with  a  fpecch,  in  one  part  of  which  he  was 
very  levere  on  thofe  whom,  he  faid,  fomented 
divifions. 

This  year  the  prince  of  Orange  efpoufed  the 
princefs  Anne,  the  king’s  eldeft  daughter,  with  whom 
the  parliament  gave  a  portion  of  8o,oool.  A  great 
number  of  proteftants  fled  from  Germany  into 
England,  and  were  tranfported  to  Georgia,  in  order 

to 
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to  fettle  in  that  colony,  for  which  purpoie  the  par¬ 
liament  had  granted  io,oool.  General  Oglethorpe 

was  appointed  governor  of  it,  and  he  took  infinite 
pains  to  plant  it  *. 

On  the  17th  of  January  1734,  the  king  opened  the 
feflion  of  parliament  with  a  ipeech,  in  which  he  menti¬ 
oned  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe  p  A  mo¬ 
tion  was  made,  that  the  letters  and  inftrufticns  lent 
to  theBritifh  minifters  at  Paris  and  Madrid,  relating  to 
the  treaty  of  Seville,  belaid  before  the  houfe,  but  it  was 
over-ruled  after  a  hard  ftruggle ;  1 3oo  men  were  add¬ 
ed  to  the  number  of  land-forces  after  a  violent  debate. 
The  members  in  the  oppofition  were  by  this  time 
fo  iiritated  againlt  the  miniftry,  that  they  refolved  to 

F  oppoie 


'  The  Dutch  were  greatly  alarmed  by  an  incredible  number  of 
lea-worms  which  eat  into  the  piles  and  timber-work  that  fun- 
ported  their  dykes  ;  they  failed  and  prayed  with  uncommon  zeal 
m  terror  of  this  calamity,  which  they  knew  not  how  to  remove 
inany  other  manner ;  at  length  they  were  delivered  by  a  hard 
Irott  which  deftroyed  their  enemies. 

Mr.  Diedem,  plenipotentiary  from  the  eleftor  of  Hanover,  at 
V  lenna,  received  m  the  name  of  his  matter,  from  the  hands  of 
the  emperor,  the  inveftiture  of  Bremen  and  Vcrden. 

_  f  1  he  king  of  Poland  dying  on  the  1  ft.  of  February,  involved 
urope  in  a  refti  feene  of  troubles.  Two  parties  were  formed  on 
his  occafton,  the  one  for  Auguftus  the  eleftor  of  Saxony,  fon  to 
e  late  king,  in  whofe  intereft  were  the  Imperialifts  and  Ruftians  ; 
and  the  other  for  Stamflaus,  father-in-law  to  the  French  kinn,  by 

Sift  ZT'  °\aS  WaS,  Pr0c,aimed-  The  French  made  war 
agatnft  the  imperialifts,  and  were  fuccefsful  on  the  Rhine,  and 


trli  j  7  •  n  luccuiiui  uii  uie  Kjnnc,  ana  in 

Italy;  and  their  fleet  appeared  in  the  Baltic.  The  Britilh  mini 

ftry  were  utterly  averfe  to  war,  while  the  Spaniards  were  deter- 

in  London"  r110-^5  elIf :  t!leir  minifter  delivered  a  memorial 
been  inf.U  ylng-  tcrritories  of  Don  Carlos,  had 

of  Cre^  R  d,by  thc,TPena  lftS’  an<1  Fwasexpcftcd  the  king 
fatkfaftiom”  W°U  aS  gUarantee  t0  tllofe  territories,  procurl 

lrJPft  earl.of  CJteftffiep,  Fad  by  this  time  refignedfis  ftaffol 

the  miniftry  °  The  and  renouncetl  ad  connection  with 

the  miniltry.  The  duke  of  Bolton,  and  lord  Cobham,  had  been 

pnved  of  the  command  of  their  regiments,  becaufe  they  refuf>d 

to  concur  with  every  projeft  of  the  adminiftrati on.  X 
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pole  all  court  proceedings  implicitly,  in  which  their 
lole  aim  was  to  .remove  from  th t  confidence  oi  the 
fovereagn,  a  miniftcr  whole  conduct  they  deemed  pie- 
judicial  to  the  intereft  and  liberties  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  The  mod:  memorable  debate  was  on  an  attempt 
to  repeal  the  ieptennial  act:  the  beft  fpeakers  on 
both  fides  exerted  themfelves  on  this  occaiion,  and 
the  beft  conftitutional  arguments  were  o  fire  red  by 

the  country-party  but  the  courtiers  out  did  them, 
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♦  Though  it  is  not  our  intention  to  recite  at  large  the  Speeches 
of  he  members,  yet  we  are  certain  the  candid  reader  will  forgive 
our  transcribing  the  latter  part  ot  Sir  William  Wyndham  s  excel¬ 
lent  fpeech  on  this  fubjeft,  as  it  throws  no  (mall  degree  of  light 
cm  o-u-r  recapitulation  of  the  events  ol  thele  times.  Let  us. 
Laid  he,  fuppofe  a  man  abandoned  to  all  notions  of  virtue  and  ho¬ 
nour,  of  no  great  family,  and  but  a  mean  fortune,  rai.^d  to  e 
chief  miniller  of  llate,  by  the  concurrence  of  m<tnv  w 
fical  events  ;  afraid,  or  unwilling  to  trull  any  but  creatures  or 
his  own  making,  loft  to  all  fenle  of  fname  and  reputation,  igoo-_ 
Tam  of  his  country’s  true  intereft,  purhnng  no  aim  but  that  or 
ao  srandizine  himfelf  and  his  favourites  ;  in  foreign  affairs,  trufting 
none  but  thofe  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  education,  cannot 
poffibly  be  qualified  for  the  fervice  of  their  country,  or  give 
weight  and  credit  to  their  negodations.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  true 
intereft  of  the  nation,  bv  fuch  means,  neglcfted  or  mvlunderkood, 
her  honour  tarnifhed,  'her  importance  loft,  her  trade  imulted, 
her  merchants  plundered,  and  her  fatlors  murdered  ;  ana  all  t  ide 
circumitances  overlooked,  left  his  adminiftradou  fhou  d  e  em  .n 
o-ered.  Suppofc  him  next  poffefled  of  immeiife  wealt.i,  the  plun¬ 
derer  of  the  nation,  with  a  parliament  chiefly  compofed  of  mem¬ 
bers  whole  feats  are  purchased,  and  whole  votes  are  bought  at 
the  expcnce  of  the  public  treafure.  In  luch  a  pai  lament,  op 
pofe  all  attempts  made  to  inquire  into  his  condud,  or  to  relieve 
the  nation  from  the  diftrefs  which  has  been  ^tailed  upon  it  by 
his  adminiftration:  fuppofe  him  fercened  by  a  corrupt  majority 
of  his  creatures,  whom  he  retains  in  daily  pay,  or  engages  m  m* 
particular  intereft,  by  dillributing  among  them  thoie  pofts  and 
places  which  ought  never  to  be  bellowed  upon  any  but  c,  ,  i 
good  of  the  public.  Let  him  plume  himfelf  upon  his /canda  ous 
•viftory,  becaufe  he  has  obtained  a  parliament,  like  a  picked  jup, 
ready  to  acquit  him  at  all  adventures.  Let  us  uppoe  lin  o 
Bering  with  infolencc  over  all  the  men  of  annent  families, 
ever  all  the  n.cn  of  fenfe,  figure,  or  fortune,  in  the  nation:  aste 
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by  mere  dint  of  number,  and  baffled  tire  defign. 
The  fame  late  attended  a  bill  for  fecuiing  the^  free¬ 
dom  of  parliaments  by  limiting  the  number  or  oin- 
cers  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  an  evil  that  loudly 
called  for  redrefs.  A  Bill  to  prevent  the  infamous 
practices  of  ftock-jobbing for  three  years  palled  th  rough 
both  houles.  It  had  been  fallacioufly  carried  on  un¬ 
der  colour  of  wagers,  and  was  apprehended  to  e 
more  pernicious  in  it’s  confequences  than  gaming. 
5000b  per  annum ,  was  granted  to  the  princels  o 
Orange  during  her  life  >  and  on  the  2  2d.  of  Apu  t  e 
fellion  was  doled,  and  the  parliament  dtffblveu  • 

F  2  ihe 


has  no  virtue  of  his  own,  ridiculing  it  in  others,  and  endeavour- 
in-  to  deftrov  or  corrupt  it  in  all.  With  f.ich  a  imnifter,  and 
fuch  a  parliament,  let  us  fuppofe  a  cafe  whiec.  I  Lop.  wi  riteer 
happen  :  a  prince  upon  tiie  throne  uninformed,  ignorant,^  an.,  un- 
acouainted  with  the  inclination.;  and  tine  int\  ich  C)i  yVs  PcCrP 
weak,  capricious,  trrnfported  with  unfunded  amlnuon,  and 
poffefled  with  infatiable  avarice,  i  hope  fuch  a  cafe  will  never 
occur;  but,  as  it  poflibly  may,  could  any  o tester  curie  happen 
to  a  nation,  than  facli  a  prince  on  the  thror.c,  advneo,  and  loie- 
ly  o-overned  by  fuch  a  minifter,  and  that  minifter  fuppoi tea  by 
fuch  a  parliament.  rrhe  nature  of  mankind  cannot  be  altered  by 
human  laws;  the  exiftence  of  Inch  a  prince,  or  fuch  a  nnni- 
fter,  we  cannot  prevent  by  aft  of  parliament ;  but  the  exile.. ncc  ot 
fuch  a  parliament  I  think  we  may  prevent;  as  ir  is  much  moie. 
likely  to  exift,  and  mav  do  more  mifohref,  while  the  feptennial 
law  remains  in  force,  than  if  it  were  repealed:  therctoie  I  am 

heartily  for  its  being  repealed.”  . 

*  The  Ruffian  and  Saxon  army  befteged  Danaic,  m  hopes  oi 
fecuring  Staniflaus,  who  had  fled  thither;  but  tue  place  was  co¬ 
vered  by  the  French  feet,  and  defended  by  a  French  and  Po- 
lifh  garrifon,  who  made  an  obftinate  defence;  at  lengtn.  it  Surren¬ 
dered,  but  Staniflaus  efcaped  in  difguke ;  .wuguiius,  l>y  tins  iime. 
had  been  proclaimed  king  of  Poland.  On  the  Rhine,  me  breach 
bore  down  all  oppofition  ;  their  army  was  commanded  by  the  duke 
of  Berwick,  who  was  killed  before  Philipfnurgb,  v»d  ■do  the  Irnpe- 
rial  army, commanded  by  prince  Eugene, durid  not  attempt  to  relieve 
it.  in  Italy,  Don  Carlos,  at  the  head  of  the  Spanish  troops,  was 
as  foccefsful  as  lie  could  wifh;  he  took  poffrfiion  of  Naples,  and 
was  declared  king.  The  French  and  Sardinians  defeated  the  Im- 
perialifls  with  great  (laughter  at  Parma,  where  they  loft  their  ge¬ 
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The  French  miniftry  paid  fb  little  refpeft  to  the 

,  rourt  at  thls  “me,  that  they  publifhed  an 
..  ,  commanding  all  the  Britilh  fubjefts  in  France, 
to  quit  the  kingdom  in  fifteen  days,  or  inlift  in  feme 

°  " le  l]^  jegim^nts,  on  pain  of  being  imprifoned 
or  fen.  to  the  gabies.  The  contents  of  this  edidt 
were  executed  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  The  prifons 
oi  ...  arts  were  in  a  moment  crowded  with  Britilh  fub- 
jechs,  who  were  furprifed  and  cut  off  from  any  com. 
mumcation  with  their  friends,  and  muft  have 
jt.u  v  ed,  had  they  not  been  relieved -by  the  charity  of 
the  Janfenifts.  The  earl  of  Waldegrave,  the  Bri¬ 
tilh  amoaffadcr  at  Paris,  ftrongly  remonftrated  to 
the  French  miniftry,  againft  this  unheard  of  out¬ 
rage  ;  at  length  the  prifoners  were  fet  at  liberty 
b}  anotner  ednft,  which  explained  away  the  meaning 
of  the  former.  The  Britilh  court  at  this  time  did 
not  receive  any  extraordinary  marks  of  refpedt  from 
any  ct  the  European  courts,  which  the  oppofition 
imputed  to  afpirit  of  pufilanimity. 

1  he  electing  of  a  new  parliament  caufed  great 
ftruggles  all  over  the  nation,  but  minifterial  influ¬ 
ence  gained  the  afeendent,  and  the  new  parliament 
appeared  with  the  complexion  of  the  old  one. 

On  the  14th  of  January  1735,  the  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  opened,  and  Mr.  Onflow  was  chofen  fpeaker, 


neral;  hut  a  new  general,  with  a  large  reinforcement,  coming  to 
the  Imperial  army,  they  furprifed  the  French  quarters,  feized 
upon  their  baggage,  and  marfhal  Broglio  with  difficulty  efcaped 
in  his  fliirt.  A  few  days  after,  thefe  armies  came  to  an  obftinate 
action,  near  Guaftalla,  which  lafted  about  fix  hours,  and  near  8000 
men  were  Bain  ;  but  the  French,  who  gained  the  victory,  made  no 
advantageofit.  During  thefe  tranfadions,  England  adhered  to  aneu- 
trality,  but  continued  to  equip  confiderable  armaments:  Sir  John 
Norris  who  was  never  a  fuccefsful  commander,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  great  part  of  this  naval  force.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year,  a  negociation  was  entered  into  at  the  Hague,  for  the  re- 
cftabli  filing  of  peace.  A  treaty  of  commerce  was  this  year  con¬ 
cluded  with  Ruffiia. 

The 
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The  leading  members  of  both  parties  were  the  fame, 
and  the  fame  meafures  were  purfued  as  on  the  former 
fyftem.  The  king  told  them  in  his  fpeech,  he  had 
undertaken  to  mediate  the  differences  between  the 
powers  at  war,  and  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
king  of  Denmark-,  and  that  while  Germany  continu¬ 
ed  in  war.  Great  Britain  muff  be  more  or  lefs  affefted 
with  its  confequences;  36,000  men  were  granted  for 
the  fea  fervice,  for  this  year,  and  2  2,744  men  for  the 
landfervice.  After  many  debates,  in  which  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  miniftry,  to  raife  this  extraordinary  fup- 
ply,  were  entirely  refuted  and  their  weak  conduit 
expofed  in  deftroying  the  balance  of  power,  by  aflift- 
ing  Spain  againft  the  emperor,  while  France  grew 
more  formidable.  When  the  fubfidy  treaty  with 
Denmark  came  under  confideration,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  56,250k  was  to  be  paid  to  the  Dane,  all 
the  leaders  in  the  oppofition  exclaimed  againft  it,  as 
unreafonable  and  unnecefiary.  They  obferved  that 
the  balance  of  power,  was  the  only  plea  that  could 
be  urged;  but  then  the  other  powers,  faid  they,  are 
more  intcrefted  in  it  than  we  ;  and  when  it  is  really 
in  danger,  they  will  engage  in  its  defence,  without 
being  paid  for  it;  but  fhould  Great  Britain  be  the 
firft  to  take  the  alarm,  at  every  trifling  rupture,  and 
immediately  offer  bribes  and  pendens  to  all  the  princes 
in  FAirope,  the  whole  expence  of  maintaining  that 
balance  would  fall  on  ourfelvcs.  However,  on  put- 
queftion,  the  majority  voted  the  foreign 

The  moft  extraordinary  tranfadfion  of  this  fefllon, 
was  a  debate  on  the  election  of  the  fixteenScotch  peers. 
A  petition  was  delivered  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  by  the 
duke  of  Bedford,  and  figned  by  the  dukes  of  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Queenfberry,  and  Montrofe;  the  earls  of  Dundo- 
nald,  Marchmont,  and  Stair,  reprefenting  that  illegal 
P radices  had  been  uled  in  the  courfe  of  this  eledtion. 

The 
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1  he  parlifans  of  the  miniftry  would  fain  have  ft i tie ii 
t  u:i  enquiry,  but  the  lords  in  the  oppofition  would 
nothim.i  tiicm.  After  feme  debate  the  petitioners 
were  ordered  to  lay  their  grievances  before  the  houfe, 
which  they  did  the  next  day  to  this  dl'edt;  that  the  lift 
of  the  fix  teen  Peers  for  Scotland,  had  been  framed 
piev.ous  to  the  election,  by  perfons  in  high  truft 
under  the  crown  :  that  this  lift  was  fhewn  to  the  peers, 
as  a,^  fPProvec'  by  the  crown,  and  was  called  the 
s  from  which  there  was  to  be  no  variation, 
unlefs  to  make  way  for  one  or  two  particular  Peers’ 
on  condition  they  fhould  conform  to  meafures :  that 
peers  were  felicitated  to  vote  for  this  lift,  without  the 
liberty  of  making  any  alteration:  that  endeavours  were 
uied  to  engage*peers  to  vote  for  this  lift,  by  promife 
of  penfionsand  offices,  civiiand  military ,for  themfelves 
and  relations,  as  well  as  by  offers  of  money  :  that  hums 
were  given  for  this  purpofe  :  that  penfions,  offices, 
and  releafes  of  debts  owing  to  the  crown,  were  a-flu- 
aiiy  granted  to  peers  who  concurred  in  voting  for 
this  lift,  and  to  their  relations :  and  that  on  the  day 
or  election,  a  battalion  of  his  majefty’s  troops  were 
drawn  up  in  the  Abbey-court  of  lidinburgh,  contrary 
to  cuftom,  and  without  any  apparent  caufe,  but 
that  of  overawing  the  debtors.  A  violent  difpute 
ci .feed,  but  at  length  the  whole  was  configned  to 
oblivion  :  the  complaint  was  voted  unfatisfadlory,  and 
the  petition  rejected  j  upon  which  a  vigorous  proteft 
of  thirty  three  peers  was  entered  into.  The  fefiion 
was  doled  on  the  1 5th  of  May,  and  the  king  immedi¬ 
ately  fet  out  for  Hanover. 

The  good  underftanding  between  the  powers  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  was  broke  by  the  Portuguefe 
ambaftador  at  Madrid,  where  bis  domeftics  refcued 
a  criminal,  from  the  officers  of  juftice,  upon  which 
they  were  all  fent  to  prifon,  by  the  order  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  king.  The  king  of  Portugal  made  reprifals  on 
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ir.„  domeftics  of  the  Spanifa  ambaffador  at  Li  (bon. 
T-,,.  ^r/o  Icings  were  inccnied,  and  toe  two  ambaiia- 
dors  withdrew  abruptly.  The  king  of  Spain  affem- 
bled  his  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  •,  the  king 
of  Portugal  had  recourfe  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 

v.-ho  fent°a  oowerful  fquadron  to  Lifbon,  under  the 

i  li*  i,-;r  T0Kn  Norr;s,  This  ftep  was  i'uch 
command  or  bu  joun  A  “A  *  , 

a  check  upon  the  defigns  ot  the  Spanifh  monaicu, 
that  it  immediately  produced  an  accommodation. 

Cm  th**  i  cth  of  January  1736,  the  houles  ot  parlia- 
ment  were  opened,  and  the  national  debt  was  taken 
into  consideration-,  when  it  was  found  to  amount 
to  47,038,298k  It  having  appeared  to.  a  com- 
mi£re-;  that  fpirituous  liquors  were  pernicious  to 
the  health  and  morals  of  the  people,  a  bill  was 
brought  in  for  laying  a  duty  of  20 d  per  gallon  on 
all  ioVir,,ous  liquors";  and  that  every  perlon  who 
retailed  them  Ihoaldpay  50s.  annually  for  a  licence; 
but  a  clauie  was  added  in  favour  ot  punch,  at  the 
infiance  of  the  merchants.  This-  bill  having  palled, 
die  (urn  of  70,000k  was  granted  to  the  king,  to 
make  wod  the  deficiencies  in  the  civil  lift,  v/nicii  this 
arb  rniorht  occafion.  Phc  king  tv  as  imp  owe  red  to 
bo'-row"  600,000k  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year, 
to  be  charged  on  the  finking  iund;  but  diele  monies 
were  not  granted  without  a  warm  and  piucelible  dn- 
pure.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  praying  that  the  qua- 
kers  might  be  relieved  from  paying  tytnes,  uc.  a>* 
€yr)ofr<y  them  to  grievious  perlecutions.  Attei  a 
ftrono*  debate  it  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons, 
but  was  thrown  out  by  the  lords.  A  bill  to  prevent 
Smuggling  paffed  both  houfe t,  after  a  violent  conted. 
In  February  the  king  lent  two  members  of  Jus  privy- 
council,  with  ameflage  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  pro- 
pofmg  a  match  between  him  and  the  princcfs  ot  Saxe- 
p-otha^  which  being  agreeable  to  the  prince,  the  mani¬ 
ac  was  celebrated  on  the  27th  of  April.  Mr.  George, 

now  lord  Lyttleton,  Mr.  Pultcncy,  and  Mr.  iitt, 
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?our°ofntChe  ClCgant  fpfeches  on  this  occafion  in  fa, 
palTed  for  nPVnCCr  and  ^  G°ni°rt  ’  and  an  a6t  was 

of  M  v  1  ? TallZmg  Princefs-  °n  the  20th 

ot  May  the  lefTion  was  clofed,  and  the  king  fet  out 
lot  Hanover  having  appointed  the  queen  reo-ent. 

_  A  new  poll  of  honour  was  this  year  ere&ecfbv  the 

b“S„“  wf' fi4i‘T",al  »f  »»*»*&£ 

parts  of  rh!  fy  dl,!airbancesr  happened  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  occafioned  by  the  want  of  a 

wasn't  Edi!bg°VrnTnt;  bUu  the  moft  remarkable 
was  at  Edinburgh  where  at  the  execution  of  a  fmUa- 

gler  Porteous,  the  captain  of  the  city  guard  or¬ 
dered  his  men  to  fire  among  the  populace;  feveral 
innocent  perlons  being  killed,  he  was  tried  for  his 
life,  and  being  found  guilty  of  murder  was  condem¬ 
ned,  but  the  queen  refpited  him;  which  the  mob  beino- 
informed  of  they  forced  open  the  prifon  doors,  took 
away  the  delinquent,  and  hanged  him  on  a  dyer’s  poll 
The  queen  and  the  adminiftration  refer,  ted  this  out- 
fage,  and  the  parliament  diffabled  Alexander  Wil- 

0n,  ^  ’  lord  Provolt  of  Edinburgh,  from  holdina 
any  ofnce  under  the  government,  and  obliged  that 
city  to  pay  2000k  to  the  widow  of  Porteous  *. 

The 

A* -Thls  >"Ar  *he  belligerants  on  the  continent  agreed  to  peace  • 
Staniflaus  abdicated  the  crown  of  Poland,  and  Auo-uftu^  was 
umver  ally  acknowledged  king.  Don  Carlos  was  crowned'  Jng 
f  Sicth  ,  and  die  hpamlh  troops  evacuated  the  Italian  provinces, 
fubjeft  to  the  houfe  of  Audria.  Lorraine  was  ceded  to  France 
who  guarantied  the  pragmatic  fanttion ;  the  duke  of  Lorraine 
was  made  duke  of  Tufcany,  and  he  married  the  archdutchefs 
A, ana  1  herefa,  tne  elded  daughter  to  the  emperor. 

-  ,  .vr;r  broke  out  this  year  between  the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks, 

in  winch  the  emperor  was  obliged  to  take  part,  in  confequence 
fatieaty  odendve  and  defenfu-e,  which  he  had  concluded  with 
he  Czarina  feme  tune  ago.  The  Ruffians  reduced  Afoph  on  the 
Lack  ft  a,  and  over-run  great  part  of  Crim  Tartary.  This  war 
•onttnued  till  the  year  1739,  and  then  the  parties  made  peace. 

The 
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The  king  being  indifpofed,  in  confequence  of  the  f. 
tigue  he  had  undergone  in  his  tempeftuous  paffaS 
from  Holland  toEngland,  the  parliament  was  opened 
by  commifiion,  and  a  fpeech  made  by  the  lordchancel- 
lor.  10,000  men  were  granted  for  the  fea  fervice 
and  almoft  18,000  for  the  land  fervice  ;  the  money 
was  raifed  by  the  malt  and  land  taxes,  and  a  million 
borrowed  from  the  finking  fund.  The  principal 
lubjedt  of  debate  was  a  motion  made  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  the  king,  requeuing  that  thefum  of  ioo,oooU*r*»- 
num  be  fettled  on  the  prince  of  Wales,  inifead  of  50,000  b 
in  the  fame  manner,  which  his  majefty  enjoyed  when 
he  was  prince  of  Wales.  The  miniftry  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed  this  meafure,  becaufe  the  prince  of  Wales 
with  the  duke  of  Argyll,  had  by  this  time  joined  the 
oppofition,  and  very  much  embarrafied  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  It  was  clearly  proved  by  thofe  who  fup- 
ported  the  motion,  that  50,000b  was  not  fufficient  to 
defray  the  prince’s  annual  expences  ;  that  including 
the  revenues  of  Cornwall,  all  he  received  did  not  ex^ 
ceed52,oool.  when  the  taxes  and  fees  were  dedu&ed ; 
that  the  king  himfelf  had  computed  the  expence  of 
the  prince’s  houfhold  to  amount  to  65,000b  per  annum’ 
that  the  produce  of  the  civil  lift  exceeded  900,000b 
yearly;  100,000b  more  than  had  ever  been  granted 
to  the  late  kmo; :  they  obferved  that  the  parliament 

added  14.0,000b  annually  for  afts  of  charity  and  boun¬ 
ty,  and  for  fecret  fervice ;  which  laft  article,  in  the  late 
reign,  had  increafed  prod igiou fly,  when  vaft  fums 
had  been  given  for  purpofes  which  nobody  under- 
ltood,  and  to  perfons  whom  nobody  knew;  and 
that  they  allowed  1 00,000b  per  annum ,  for  the  main- 


atVieMa113  C3Ptaln  a"d  Prince  Eugene,  died  this  year, 

/•  L'  ,E']£,and’  'he  worthy  lord  chancellor  Talbot  died :  he  was 
acceded  on  the  bench  by  lord  Hardwich** 
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tainance  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  The  motion  was 
rejected  after  a  long;  and  warm  debate.  Lord  Cate- 
ret  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  made  a  motion  o i  the  fame 
kind,  which  gave  rife  to  a  fierce  and  keen  difpute, 
on  the  fame  arguments  as  in  the  commons;  but  it 
met  with  no  better  fate.  The  minifcer  finding  him- 
fe If  ridiculed,  his  errors,  and  alltheblemifhes  of  his 
adminiftration,  expofed  in  print,  herefolved  to  check 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  A  bill  was  brought  in  for 
limiting  the  number  of  playhoufes,  and  lubjefting 
all  new  plays  to  a  licence  from  the  lord  chamberlain; 
becaufe  the  minifter  had  been  ridiculed,  and  fatirized 
in  fome  theatrical  pieces,  which  had  met  v/ith  an  un¬ 
common  good  reception  from  the  people.  Lord 
Chefterfield  oppofed  their  oppreflive  meafure  in  an 
admirable  fpeech,  proving  that  the  licenfing  of  plays 
was  a  reftraint  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ;  though  his 
elocution  was  moft  defervedly  admired,  yet  his  argu¬ 
ments  vanilhed  before  minifterial  influence,  and  ths 
bill  paired  into  law.  On  the  21  ft.  of  January  1737, 
the  fefiion  was  clofed. 

T  he  motion  which  was  made  in  both  houfes  of  parli¬ 
ament  for  augmenting  the  prince  of  Wales’s  ialary,  ren¬ 
dered  him  offenfive  to  the  king, who  had  before  looked 
fomewhat  coldly  on  him,  on  fufpici'on  that  he  favour¬ 
ed  the  members  of  the  oppofition,  and  was  forming 
connexions  no  way  favourable  to  his  minifiry.  In 
the  month  of  Auguft,  an  open  breach  happened  in 
the  royal  family;  the  princefs  of  Wales  had  advan¬ 
ced  to  the  laid  month  of  her  pregnancy  before  the 
kinn  or  queen  were  made  acquainted  with  iu  and  at 
the  "time  when  her  labour-pains  were  fuppofed  to  be 
approaching,  he  hurried  her  from  Hampton-Court  to 
St.  -James’s  palace,  (till  keeping  her  condition  un¬ 
known  to  the  king:  about  two  hours  after  her  arrival 
file  was  delivered  of  a  princefs.  When  the  kino;  was 

apprized  of  this  event,  he  fent  a  meflfage  to  the  prince, 

figni- 
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fio-nifying;  his  difpleafure  at  his  conduct,  which  he 
confidered  as  an  indignity  offered  to .  himfelf  and  the 
queen.  The  prince  in  feveral  fubmiffive  letters  en¬ 
deavoured  to  deprecate  his  majefty’s  anger;  the 
princefs  joined  her  intrcaties  ;  they  implored  the 
queen’s  mediation;  but  all  their  Applications  had 
no  effeft;  the  king’s  anger  increaled;  he  was  impo- 
fed  upon  by  thofe  who  found  their  intereft  in  foment* 
ing  this  difference-  In  a  little  time  he  fent  another 
meffage  to  the  prince,  importing,  that  his  conduct 
for  fome  time  had  been  void  of  all  real  duty ;  that  un¬ 
til  he  withdrew  from  his  confidence,  fome  perfons 
by  whole  advice  he  was  directed,  he  fhould  not  refid e 
in  the  palace ;  and  that  as  foon  as  it  could  be  done, 
without  prejudice  to  the  princefs,  he  fhould  remove 
from  it  with  all  his  family.  In  obedience  to  this  or- 
der  he  retired  to  Kew,  and  afterwards  lived  at  Clief- 
don  and  Norfolk- houfes,  like  a  private  gentleman  ; 
cultivating  the  polite  arts  with  uncommon  affiduity, 
beloved,  revered,  and  refpedted,  by  the  whole  nati¬ 
on  ;  virtuous,  religious,  and  beneficient ;  an  affedti- 
onate  hufband,  a  true  friend,  and  a  kind  mailer ;  he 
poffeffed  an  enlivening  genius,  that  like  the  beam  of 
glory,  added  new  luftre,  and  kindled  frefli  warmth 
by  its  appearance  ;  his  countenance  was  chearful, 
his  perfon  graceful,  and  all  his  manners  affable  and 
engaging;  none  ever  went  from  his  preience  diflatisfi- 
ed,  and  all  ranks  met  him  with  ardour  and  affection  : 
he  was  the  minion  of  a  free  people,  and  the  compa¬ 
nion  of  the  wife  and  honeft,  by  whom  he  was  incef- 
fantly  courted;  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  without  oflei- 
ing  the  lead  indecency,  as  a  fonor  fubjedt  to  his  roy¬ 
al  parents,  with  many  noble  and  worthy  patriots,.  by 
oppofing  the  oppreffive  and  rapacious  ciciigns  of  the 

minifter.  #  .  .  .  r  , . 

Whatever  caufe  the  king  might  have  for  his  angei 

with  the  prince,  it  cannot  but  be  lamented  that  ail 

perfonal  interviews  were  forbid.  In  the  month  of 
r  q  2  November 


(  4?  ) 

November  queen  Caroline  was  taken  ill,  ffie  lan- 
guilhed  a  few  days,  and  on  the  20th  (he  died  of  a 
mortification  in  her  bowels,  in  the  55thyearof  her  age, 
imiverially  regretted.  She  enjoyed  the  efteem  of  the 
peop  e  in  this  age  of  party,  with  uncommon  unani¬ 
mity,  not  a  little  owing  to  her  fagacity,  mildnefs, 
and  numerous  virtues.  In  a  word,  ffie  was  an 
amiable  pattern  of  conjugal  felicity  and  affeftion. 
It  was  a  misfortune  that  the  prince  of  Wales  could 
not  be  ^admitted  into  the  prefence  of  the  queen 

c  uring  ler  laft  moments,  to  receive  her  forgivenefs 
and  bleffing.  ■ 

The  Spaniards  ever  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
continued  their  depradations ;  they  feized  by  force  of 
arms  all  Englifh  traders,  for  logwood  to  Campechey 
a),  or  for  fait  to  the  ifland  of  Totugas,  imprifon- 
ed  the  crews,  and  confifeated  the  cargoes.  Thefe 
inceffant  infults,  and  diftrefles,  inflamed  the  Britiffi 
nation  •,  the  merchants  loudly  complained  of  thele 
outrages,  and  the  people  cried  out  for  vengeance.  The 
minifter  was  cold  and  timorous,  he  knew  that  a  war 
would  take  away  the  treafure  from  being  employed 
upon  domeftic  purpofes,  to  the  equipping  of  arma¬ 
ments  ;  that  he  ffiould  then  be  involved  in  difficulties, 
and  his  adminiftration  endangered ;  therefore  he  ufed 
his  utmoft  efforts  to  prevent  a  war,  by  all  the  arts  of 
chicanery  and  procraftination. 

On  the  24th  of  January  1738,  the  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  opened.  The  Handing  army  was  excellently 
d'lfputed,  but  at  length  impoi'ed,  The  Spaniffi  de¬ 
predations  fell  next  under  their  confideration ;  they 
received  the  petitions  of  the  merchants,  from  the 
principal  trading  towns  in  England,  heard  their  coun- 
fei,  and  examined  evidence,  by  which  it  appeared  the 
mod  wanton  and  amazing  a£ts  of  barbarity  and  in- 
j uA'ice  had  been  committed  by  the  Spanifh  guards 
codas.  Mr.  Pulteney  demonftrated  from  treaties, 

the 
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the  right  which  the  Englifh  had  to  trade  to  Campe- 
chey  and  Tortugas;  he  expatiated  on  numberlefs  cir- 
cumftances.  of  cruelty,  he  expofedthe  pufillanimity 
of  the  minifter  and  his  loquatious  and  trifling  ne- 
gaciations ;  he  moved  for  fuch  refolutions,  as  would 
lhew  the  refentment  of  an  injured  nation,  and  the 
vigour  of  a  Britifh  parliament;  but  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative  by  the  power  of  the  minifter :  however, 
an  addreis  to  the  king  was  procured,  praying  him 
that  he  would  do  juftice  to  the  injured  nation.  Mr. 
Pulteney  brought  in  a  bill,  for  the  more  effedually 
fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  his  majefty’s 
fubje&s  in  America  ;  it  was  fupported  by  the  belt 
orators,  with  great  eloquence  and  fatire;  but  the 
power  of  the  minifter  configned  it  to  oblivion.  On 
the  20th  of  May  the  feffion  was  clofed. 

On  the  4th  of  June  the  princefs  of  Wales  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  fon,  who  is  now  the  fovereign  of  thefe 
realms;  his  birth  was  celebrated  with  great  rejoicino-s, 
and  the  king  received  addrefles  of  congratulation  on 
this  occafion.  The  prince  of  Wales  ftill  continued 
under  his  difpleafure,  and  an  order  was  publilhed 
in  the  Gazette,  forbidding  all  perlons  to  appear  at 
St.  James’s,  who  vifited  the  prince.  This  order  on¬ 
ly  ferved  to  ftrengthen  the  oppofition,  at  the  head  of 
which  the  prince  publicly  puthimfelf.  Norfolk-houfe 
in  St.  James  s  fquare,  where  he  refided,  became  the  fa- 
fhionable  court,  and  it  was  the  great  refort  of  all  the 
political  part  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  incredible 
numbers  of  the  well  wifhers  to  the  proteftant  fuc- 

ceffion,  from  their  avowed  hatred  to  the  minifter  and 
his  meafures. 

About  the  latter  end  of  June,  admiral  Haddock 
failed  for  Spain  with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  his  appearance  in  the  Mediterranean,  would 
give  weight  to  the  Britifh  negotiations,  at  Madrid  now 
on  foot ;  but  he  was  unprovided  with  land  forces,  to 
commit  any  adt  of  hoftility,  nor  had  he  any  orders; 

there- 
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therefore  he  remained  at  Gibraltar,  in  a  ftate  of  inac¬ 
tivity;  while  every  corner  of  the  kingdom  continued 
to  refound  with  exclamations  againft  the  minifter. 

In  the  month  of  Odtober,  the  prince  and  princefs 
of  Wales,  fet  out  from  Cliefdon  houfe  in  Bucks,  for 
Bath  and  Briftol :  they  were  received  with  raptures, 
and  the  molt  diftinguifhed  honours  wherever  they 
came;  and  their  virtuous  condelcentions  endeared 
them  to  the  people,  who  teftified  by  every  poffible 
means,  the  moft  warm  and  fincere  marks  of  refpecl 
and  affection. 

On  the  14th  of  January  1739,  a  convention  was 
figned  at  Madrid, by  the  Britifh  minifter, Mr.  Benjamin 
Keene,  wherein  it  was  ftipulated  that  plenipotentia¬ 
ries,  fhould  fettle  the  differences  between  the  two 
nations,  and  the  king  of  Spain  fhould  pay  to  king 
George  95,000k  as  a  balance  due  to  the  crown  and 
to  the  fubjefts  of  Great-Britain.  The  principles  on 
which  this  convention  was  founded  were  indefenfible, 
fo  that  the  people  increafed  every  day  in  their  cla¬ 
mours  againft  the  minifter.  The  Spaniards  at  this 
time  made  an  unfair  claim  of  68,oool.  on  the  South- 
Sea  company.  Every  thing  tended  to  render  the  go¬ 
vernment  odious;  the  brave  Haddock  wasjuffered  to 
languifh  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Englifli  fhips 
in  America,  to  continue  inactive :  none  dared  to 
avenge  their  country’s  wrongs.  The  people  were  ex- 
afpe rated  againft  the  miniftry  and  the  Spaniards  be¬ 
yond  any  degree  of  credibility.  No  fear  cb  !  no  fearch / 
was  the  general  cry. 

I'he  parliament  had  been  ordered  to  meet  on  the 
1 8  th  of  January,  but  the  feflion  was  not  opened  till 
the  firft  of  February,  which  delay  evidently  fhewed 
the  dill  refs  of  the  minifter.  The  convention  fell 
firft  under  their  cognizance*,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  de¬ 
fended  this  offspring  of  his  phlegmatic  genius,  with 
fpecious  arguments;  he  faid  that  the  peace,  which  it 

precluded,  would  be  more  advantageous  to  Great- 

Britain, 
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Brka'n,  than  any  which  could  be  procured,  by  the 
moft  Vuccefsful  war-,  that  it  would  be  hereafter  con fi- 
dered  as  the  mofl  glorious  period  of  our.  hiftory, 
and  counfel  and  laftly,  he  plaiftered  it  over  with 
the  moft  extravagant  encomiums.  The  merchants 
of  London,  and  the  principal  towns  in  England, 
prefented  petitions  againft  it.  No  words  can  ex- 
prefs  the  alarmed  and  provoked  condition  of  the 
merchants,  when  they  faw  the  copies  of  this  conven¬ 
tion,  which  were  printed  by  authority.  T.  he  eyes  of 
the  whole  kingdom  were  now  turned  on  the  houfe  oi 
commons.  Both  parties  in  this  houfe  prepared  with 
eagernefs  for  the  difpute.  On  that  day  which  the 
debate  was  to  come  on,  400  members  had  taken  their 
feats  by  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning.  On  the  8th 
of  March,  °Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  launched  out  in 
praife  of  the  convention,  and  moved  for  an  addrels 
of  approbation  to  the  king.  The  merits  of  it 
were  next  fharply  and  firmly  difputed  by  the 
members  in  the  oppofition,  who  were  joined  by  the 
adherents  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  he  himfelf  was 
in  the  gallery.  Sir  Thomas  Sanderfon,  treaiurer  to 
the  prince,  now  earl  of  Scarborough,  observed  tnat 
the  Spaniards,  by  the  convention,  had  procured 
a  general  releale,  inftead  of  giving  us  reparation  *, 
they  had  allowed  the  word  J'citisfdtlioii ,  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  only  once  in  the  treaty  ;  the  Spanifh  pirate 
who  had  cut  off  the  ear  of  captain  Jenkins  , 


*  Captain  Jenkins  was  commander  of  one  of  thofe  veffels  which, 
had  been  boarded  by  the  Spanifh  guarda  codas.  His  Ihip  was 
rummaged  on  pretence  of  fearching  for  contraband  commodities, 
but  finding  nothing  that  might  jultify  their  fearch,  they  ini  tilted 
Jenkins  in  the  mod  abufive  language,  they  tore  ofF  one  of  his  ears, 
wounded  him  in  feveral  places,  and  tortured  him  with  the  mod 
ihocking  cruelties ;  they  ordered  him  to  carry  his  ear  to  his  king, 
and  to  tell  him  that  they  would  ferve  him  in  the  fame  manner  if 
they  had  the  opportunity.  This  bold  feaman  was  examined  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  where  hi*  ear  was  nrodueed  ; 

h  '  u 
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kinJiaJ  UrtLt,‘e,rnofl:  infulting  expreflions  againft  the 
king  waS  fufFeted  to  enjoy  his  lawlefs  rapine  and  pftm! 

der  and  to  remain  a  living  teftimony  of  the  cowari 

lord Tnef$  anK  mean/ubmiffion  of  Great-Britain, 
faid^efm  Wr°7aS  fe?fible>  kccn’  and  Seattle, 

amoume  fufta'ne?  b7  the  SPaniA  depredations 

mounted  to  340, cool,  but  the  commiflary  by  a 

ftroke  of  h,s  pen  reduced  the  demand  to  200, oool. 
then  45,000  .  was  ftruck  off  for  prompt  payment; 
next  60  oool  was  allotted  for  the  paymentofa  pre¬ 
tended  debt  due  to  Spain  for  deftroying  her  fleetly 
Sir  George  Byng,  though  it  appeared  by  inftrutfti- 
ons  on  the  table,  that  Spain  had  already  received 
ample  fatisfafhon  on  that  head.  When  thefe  de- 
dudions  were  made,  the  balance  was  only  95, pool, 
and  the  king  of  Spain  infilled  on  the  South-Sea  com¬ 
pany  s  paying  him  68, oool.  as  a  debt  due  to  him,  on 
one  head  of  accounts,  though  it  appeared  in  other 
ai  tides,  that  the  king  of  Spain  was  indebted  to  them 
upwards  of  a  million,  over  and  above  the  demands. 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  exclaimed  againft  the  inhuman 
tyranny  of  Spain,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  convention. 
Mr.  Lyttleton  inveighed  againft  the  fpeech  of  Walpole- 
alter  persuading  us,  faid  he,  to  any  peace,  good  or  bad  * 
by  pointing  out  the  dangers  of  war,  dangers  I  by  no 
means  allow  to  be  fuch  as  he  reprefents  them,  he 
crowned  all  thefe  terrors  with  the  name  of  the  pre¬ 
tender;  he  affirmed,  that  had  the  minifters  proceeded 


ml 


he  was  interrogated  by  a  member  what  he  thought,  when  he  was 
in  the  hands  of  thole  barbarians;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  re¬ 
commended  his  foul  to  God,  and  his  caufe  to  his  country  This 
noble  reply,  the  fight  of  his  ear,  his  detail  of  his  Offerings  and 
the  indignities  offered  to  the  fovereign,  threw  the  houfe  in  a 
flame;  this  brave  man’s  wrongs  filled  the  members  of  the  opno- 
htion  with  indignation,  and  all,  except  the  adherents  of  the  ini - 
nifter,  who  faw  nor  felt  any  fpring  of  agitation  or  public  fpirit, 
but  at  his  comniand,  pitied  his  condition,  and  loudly  exclaimed 
again'!  the  fupinenefs  of  the  miniifry,  and  the  injuries  of  their 
country, 

according 
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according  to  the  intentions  of  the  parliament,  there 
Would  have  been,  either  a  folid  peace  or  an  open  war, 
before  this  time,  but  inftead  of  either  of  thefe,  die 
difpute  was  referred  to  plenipotentiaries  ;  “would  you 
Sir,  faid  he,  fubmit  to  a  reference,  whether  you  may 
travel  unmolefted  from  your  houfe  in  town,  to  your 
houfe  in  the  country  ?  your  right  is  clear  and  undeni¬ 
able  *,  why  would  you  have  it  difeuffed  ?  but  much  Ids 
would  you  refer  it,  if  two  of  your  judges  belonged 
to  a  gang,  which  has  often  Hopped  and  robbed  you 
in  your  way  thither  before”.  Mr.  Pulteney,  and 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  were  not  behind  hand  in 
this  debate  ;  they  attacked  the  concefiions  of  the  mi¬ 
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with  a  patr’ot  zeal  hardly  to  be  equalled  ; 
and  they  ipared  no  eloquence  againft  the  iniolence 
of  Spain.  At  length  the  motion  was  carried  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  miniftry,  by  a  majority  of  only  28  •,  which 
confidering  the  power  of  the  minifter,  gave  great  fpi- 
ritsto  the  oppofidon;  and  though  they  did  not  carry 
this  point,  they  failed  not  to  prognofticate  his  down¬ 
fall  to  be  near  at  hand.  Sir  William  Wyndham, 
refe,  and  made  one  of  the  fineft  fpeeches  which 
had  ever  been  pronounced  in  that  houfe  :  he 
concluded  his  pathetic  remonftrance  with  this  em- 
phatical  prayer  :  “  I  fincerely  pray  to  Almighty  God, 
who  has  fo  often  wonderfully  protected  thefe  king¬ 
doms,  that  he  will  gracioufly  continue  his  protection 
over  them,  by  preventing  us  from  that  impending 
danger,  which  threatens  the  nation  from  without, 
and  likewife  from  that  impending  danger,  which 
threatens  over  conllitution  from  within.”.  The  mi¬ 


nifter  in  his  reply  deviated  from  his  ufual  moderation  •, 
he  attacked  Sir  William  with  perfonal  abufe,  and  he 
branded  all  the  members  of  the  op>pofition  as  traitors. 
The  parties  were  inflamed  tofuch  a  degree  of  animo- 
fity,  that  about  fixty  members  of  the  oppofition, 
among  whom  were  all  the  chiefs,  actually  feceded 
from  the  houfe,  and  retired  to  their  country  feats, 
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and  elfewhere,  and  were  looked  upon  by  the  nati¬ 
on,  as  martyrs  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers  the  convention  was  debated 
with  greater  abilities  *,  Mr.  Keene’s  conduct  was  fe- 
verely  cenfured.  An  aft  palled  for  granting  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  15,000!.  per  annum ;  and 
24,000!.  to  the  princefles  Amelia,  Carolina,  Mary, 
and  Louifa.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle  then  produced 
the  fubfidy  treaty,  which  the  king  had  concluded  with 
the  king  of  Denmark,  whereby  he  had  obliged  himfelf 
to  pay  70,000b  per  annum  to  the  Dane,  on  condition 
of  his  furnifhing  6000  men,  when  demanded  by  the 
king  of  Grcat-Britain.  Thefe  troops,  as  lord  Carteret 
obferved,  could  not  be  of  any  ufe  in  any  expedition 
again  ft  Spain,  the  only  power  which  Great-Rritain 
at  prefen t  had  to  fear-,  therefore  they  could  only  be 
for  the  defence  of  Hanover*,  neverthelefs  the  houfe 
granted  the  money.  The  crown  being  gratified  in 
every  particular,  the  fefiion  was  doled  on  the  14th 
of  June. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  orders  were  given  for  mak¬ 
ing  reprifals  on  the  Spaniards.  Letters  of  marque 
were  iffued,  and  on  the  20th  Admiral  Vernon  was 
font  to  the  Weft-Indies  *,  perhaps  becaule  he  had  been 
a  troublefome  cenfor  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  becaufe  he  had  declared  he 
could  take  Porto-Bello  with  only  fix  fhips.  The  moft 
provoking  inlblence  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  cries  of 
revenge  at  home,  obliged  the  miniftry  to  proceed  to 
hoftilities.  The  king  of  Spain  refilled  to  pay  the 
9  5.000I.  mentioned  in  the  convention,  becaule  his  de¬ 
mand  on  the  South  Sea  company  was  not  complied 
with,  or  to  renounce  his  claim  offearching  the  Britifh 
trading  vefiels.  War  was  declared  by  both  monarchs, 
and  vigorous  preparations  were  made  for  carrying  it 
on.  The  Dutch  refuted  to  come  into  the  meafures  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  French  fliewed  a  defign  of  en¬ 
tering  into  the  intereft  of  Spain,  as  common  with 

them- 
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tkemfelves,  about  which  the  Britifti  court  affefted  to 

be  not  in  the  leaf!  concerned. 

On  the  20th  of  November  Admiral  Vernon  took 
the  Spanifh  town  Porto  Bello  with  only  fix  flips.  7  he 
Spaniards  deferted  their  forts,  and  fuch  was  their 
pufilanimity,  that  they  fufleredthem  to  be  taken  almoft 
without  bloodfhecL  Vernon  found  more  difficulty 
in  clemolifhing  the  fortilications  o i  the  place  than  in 
taking  it. 

On  the  15th  of  this  month  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  met,  and  the  feffion  was  opened  :  alter 
the  ufual  addrefies,  another  was  prefented  by 
both  houfes  to  the  King,  befeeching  him  never  to 
conclude  any  treaty  with  Spain,  except  the  right 
of  the  Englifli,  to  navigate  the  American  leas, 
without  being  fcarched,  be  lirft  acknowledged,  ft  he 
penfion  bill  was  brought  in, 'and  being  vigoroufly 
fupported  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  Sir  William  Vvyndham, 
and  Mr  Lyttleton,  pafied  the  houfe  of  commons, 
but  in  the  lords  it  was  loft  upon  adivifion. 

The  commons  granted  the  crown  all  its  demands ; 
they  voted  28,000  land  forces  and  6000  marines  *,  thrv 
enabled  the  king  to  equip  a  powerful  navy,  to 
make  good  his  fubfidy  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  to 
give  40,000).  with  his  daughter  the  princcfsMary,  v  ho 
was  Ihortly  to  beefpoufed  to  the  prince  of  He  lie,  and 
to  deduct  from  the  finking  fund  1,200,000k  for  extra¬ 
ordinary  expences,  not  mentioned  in  the  eftimates : 
the  fupplies  this  year  amounted  to  four  millions,  and 
the  land  tax  was  now  levied  at  four  (hillings  i n  the  pound. 
On  the  29  th  of  April  1  740  the  feffion  concluded,  and  at 
the  beginning  of  May  the  king  let  out  for  1  lanover. 

Vernon’s  victory  was  celebrated  throughout  the 
kingdom  with  extravagant  public  rejoicin  gs.  After 
his  fuccefs  at  Porto  Bello,  he  bombarded  Carthagena  and 
took  San  Lorenzo,  a  fort  fituated  on  the  river  Chagre, 
not  far  from  Porto  Bello.  Commodore  Anion  with  a 
{mall  fquadron  let  lad  for  the  South  Seas  to  diftrefs  the 

II  2  enemy. 
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enemy  oh  the  coafh  of  Chili  and  Peru,  and  to  co-ope- 
rate  occasionally  with  Admiral  Vernon,  on  the  other 
line  the  ifthmus  of  Darien  ;  but  this  well  laid  fcheme 
Vvras  airnolfc  ruined  by  unneceffary  delays  before  its 
departure  from  England.  The  Spaniards  on  the  com 
trary  hand,  threatened  to  invade  England  with  a  body 
of  troops  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
mond,  afliftedby  a  powerful  fquadron.  Upon  receipt 
oi  this  intelligence  Sir  John  Norris  failed  with  a  large 
fleet  to  Spithead,  on  board  of  which  was  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland-,  bat  at  length  advice  coming  that  the 
French  and  Spanish  fquadrons  were  gone  for  America, 
the  dehgn  of  Sir  'John  Norris’s  going  to  Ferrol  was 
laid  alide.  A  formidable  armament  was  equipped 
again!!  new  Spain’,  the  command  of  the  land  forces 
amounting  to  about  6000  men  was  given  to  Lord  Cath- 
cart,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer:  the  fleet  con¬ 
fiding  of  27  Snips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  fire 
ihips,  bomb-ketches  and  tenders  was  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  5  but  the  delay  this 
expedition  met  with  at  home  proved  its  ruin. 

In  Europe,  during  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  feene 
of  affairs  was  entirely  changed  :  king  George  con¬ 
cluded  a  fubfidy  treaty  with  the  landgrave  of  Hefie, 
who,  in  conflderation  of  his  receiving  annually 
250,000  crowns  engaged  to  furnifn  6000  men  for 
four  years.  In  May,  William  II.  king  of  Prufiadied, 
and  his  foh  Frederic  fucceeded  him.  In  Oftober, 
Charles  the  VI.  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  laft 
Prince  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  died  at  Vienna,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  his  hereditary  dominions  by  his  eldefl: 
daughter  the  archdutchcfs  Maria  Therefa,  who  had 
efpouied  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany.  Though  fhe 
fucceeded,  as  queen  of  Hungary,  by  virtue  cf  the 
pragmatic  fandtion,  which  was  guarantied  by  all  the 
powers  in  Europe ;  yet  this  fucceffion  occasioned  a 
bloody  war  in  Germany.  The  elector  of  Bavaria 
Tefufcd  to  acknowledge  her  quetui  of  Hungary  and 
*  Bohemia, 
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Bohemia,  becaufe  he  laid  claim  to  thefe countries  him- 
felf,  as  the  defcendant  of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  I. 
The  young  king  of  Pro.  HI  a,  immediately  on  the  death 
of  the  Emperor,  fuddenly  entered  Silefia  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  body  of  troops,  and  feized  certain  fiefs  to 
which  his  family  laid  claim,  and  publifhed  a  manifesto, 
declaring  that  he  had  no  intention  to  oppofe  the  prag¬ 
matic  fan £t ion.  The Czarinaof  Ruffiadiedafew  days  af¬ 
ter  the  emperor,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Iwan,  the  infant 
fon  of  her  niece,  the  princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburg, 
but  the  duke  of  Courland  was  appointed  regent. 

The  fudden  fteo  which  the  king  of  Pruflia 
took  alarmed  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  and  particu¬ 
larly  affe&ed  king  George.  Great  Britain  was  now  in 
a  difagreeable  fituation,  diftrafted  by  numerous  in- 
furreftions  and  all  the  internal  commotions  of  en¬ 
raged  party,  at  war  with  Spain,  and  on  the  point  of 
being  involved  in  another  with  France*,  no  profpeft 
of  being  abided  by  the  Dutch,  who  were  overawed 
by  the  French,  and  expofed  to  greater  expences  than 
ever  die  had  borne  before,  with  her  national  forces 
augmented  to  51,515  men,  exclufive  of  the  Irifh 
eftablifhment.  Had  Great  Britain  not  been  connected 
with  Germany,  die  could  have  maintained  a  fuccefsful 
war  againft  Spain  and  France  *,  but  it  was  her  misfor¬ 
tune  to  labour  under  grievous  oppreflions,  to  lee  her 
money  drained  by  the  greedy  hand  of  implicit  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  then  to  be  funk  in  the  foreign  and  myfte- 
rious  vortex  of  German  politics,  f 

On 


t  This  year,  the  grievances  of  the  poor,  and  trading  peopleof  all 
ranks,  were  doubly  great  :  befides  the  heavy  and  enormous 
taxes  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay,  they  were  diftrefled  from 
Chriftmas  to  the  latter  end  of  February  by  a  more  feverc  froft, 
than  perhaps  had  ever  been  -felt  in  any  part  of  Europe,  fouth  of 
Greenland.  The  navigation  of  the  Thames  was  entirely  flopped, 
and  it  was  covered  over  with  ice ;  water  was  fold  about  the  ftreets 
in  London  ;  watermen,  fifhermen,  and  all  mechanics,  who  worked 
in  the  open  air,  were  totally  difablcd  from  getting  a  livelihood  : 

the 


£/40  (  58  ) 

.  J?n  thc  I'^’1  November  the  king  opened  the 
ieifion  of  parliament.  The  members  of  the  oppofition 
were  determined  to  remove  the  minifter  from  his 
majelty’s  confidence  ;  the  burdens  of  the  people  were 
ecciy  day  increafing,  the  war  was  not  carried  on 
with  fpirit,  and  above  all,  he  was  lo  univerfally  odi¬ 
ous  that  his  name  was  never  mentioned  with  decency 
except  by  his  dependents.  Mr.  Sandy,  made  a  moti¬ 
on  for  removing  Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  ma- 
jefty  ^  p.ielence  and  councils  for  ever,  having  previ- 
oudy  in  a  ftudied  fpeech  expatiated  on  his  *mal-ad- 
minifti  a  Lion  1  he  laid  every  one  Jcnew  who  was  the 
ad  viler  and  promoter  of  all  meafures,  therefore 
ti^e  diicontcnts,  tlie  reproaches,  and  even  the  curies 
of  the  people,  were  all  diredted  againft  that  fingleper- 
ion,  and  they  never  expedledan  alteration  of  meafures 
while  he  had  any  (hare  in  the  government.  He  then 
charged  him  with  having  endeavoured  to  fupport  his 
own  intereft,  and  to  form  a  defpotic  government,  and 
with  having  betrayed  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his 


the  fruits  of  the  earth  were  deftroyed  by  the  exxcflive  cold ;  the 
price  of  all  provi lions  were  as  dear  and  as  fcarce  as  in  a  time  of 
dearth,  and  fuel  was  hardly  to  be  purchafed  :  numbers  were  chilled 
to  death  ;  even  the  fowls  of  the  air  were  frequently  fecn  to  drop 
down  dead  by  the  fevere  cold.  The  hand  of  charity  was  never 
more  liberally  opened  to  relieve  the  diflrefles  of  unfortunate  fami¬ 
lies  than  at  this  time  ;  they  were  induftrioufly  fought  after  ;  and 
many  were  found  to  coqceal  their  mifery  from  motives  of  inoenu- 
ous  fhame  :  the  folitary  habitations  or  the  widow,  the  orphan 
and  the  helplefs,  were  confhntly  vifited,  and  if  they  refufed  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  charitable  donations,  they  were  privately  conveyed  to 
them,  that  the  delicacy  of  their  conftitutions  might  not  be  (hock¬ 
ed*  Thofe  of  opulent  fortunes  opened  their  purfes,  and  exerted 
t  hero  fe  Ives  in  afliftingall  the  poor  they  knew  or  could  find.  This' 
remarkable  fpirit  of  companion  and  humanity,  and  the  numerous 
aCts  of  benevolence  and  well  conduced  charity,  which  prevented 
thoufands  from  peri filing  by  hunger  and  cold,  reflect  more  honour 
on  the  hnglifh  nation  than  all  the  victories  gained  by  its  arms 
during  the  whole  reign. 
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country  in  the  late  convention.  The  motion  was 
fupported  by  Mr.  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
other  patriots  •,  but  the  debate  continuing  till  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  fixty  members  in  the 
oppofition  had  retired,  the  motion  was  rejected  bv 
the  majority.  The  commons  granted  40,000  leameri 
for  the  enfuing  year,  and  about  30,000  men  for  the 
land  fervice  ;  they  provided  for  the  fubfidies  payable 
to  the  king  of  Denmark  and  the  landgrave  of  Hefle. 
300,000!.  was  granted  to  the  queen  of  Hungary  on 
a  motion  made  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  In  the 
houle  of  peers  lord  Carteret  made  a  motion  for  re¬ 
moving  Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  majeily’s  pre¬ 
fence  and  councils  for  ever  :  he  took  a  retroipe£t  of 
all  the  public  affairs  fince  the  revolution ;  he  explained 
the  nature  of  every  treaty  which  had  been  concluded 
under  the  prefent  adminiftration  ;  lie  defcribed  the 
political  connedions  of  all  Europe,  and  he  expofed 
the  mifeondud  and  the  iniquity  of  the  minifter* 
The  duke  of  Argyle  who  had  refigned  all  his  em¬ 
ployments,  and  joined  witli  the  lords  of  the  oppofi¬ 
tion,  vigoroufly  fupported  the  motion  with  an  ex¬ 


traordinary  fpiritof  patriot  indignation.  Their  fpeeches 
on  this  occafion,  were  truly  admirable,  and  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  bell  orators  of  Greece  or 
Rome.  The  debate  laded  two  days  *,  at  length  the  mo- 

•  •  •  V  _? 

non  was  rejected,  upon  which  30  peers  entered  into  a 
proteft.  1  'hough  the  minider  gained  this  vidory,  yet 
his  ch  trader  was  fo  wounded  by  this  vigorous  proted, 
that  every  body  perceived  the  period  of  his  influence 
to  be  at  no  great  didance.  On  the  25th  of  April  1 741 
the  feifion  was  doled,  and  the  parliament  difolvcd,  and 
foon  after  the  king  fet  out  for  Hanover. 

The  king  of  Pruffia’s  progrels  in  Silefia  was  rapid 
and  fuccefsful  •,  he  publickly  entered  Brelltu,  the 
capita],  and  his  troops  feized  the  other  fortified  places. 
The  queen  of  Hungary,  fearful  of  his  defigns*  as  he 
had  attacked  her  without  any  fort  ot  provocation, 
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ordered  count  Neuperg  to  afiemble  an  army  and 

S  P<rf  '  f  Pruffians  in  Silefia-  This  general  attacked 
■  r  1  army  at  Molwitzj  but  after  anobftinate 

1  pute,  in  whicii  he  loft  near  4000  men,  he  was  obliged 
to  quit  the  field  and  abandon  Silefia.  In  this  day 
of  trouble  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  fhe  was  de- 
ftued  by  all  her  friends  except  the  king  of  Great 
■biitam,  who  declared  ftrongly  in  her  favour.  The 
300,0001.  granted  by  parliament  was  remitted  to  her, 
tne  troops  of  Hanover  were  augmented,  the  auxiliary 
fanes  and  Heffians  in  the  pay  of  great  Britain  were 
°™ercdn  tor  be  in  teadinefs  to  march,  and  a  number 
otBntifh  forces  encamped  and  prepared  for  embark¬ 
ation.  1  he  Bavarian  troops,  affifted  by  a  corps  of 
rruffians,  entered  Bohemia-,  Count  Neuperg  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  from  Silefia  to  check  their  pro- 
giels.  The  king  of  Prufiia  having  nothing  to  op- 
pofc  him  in  the  field,  entered  Moravia  and  took 
Olmutz  the  capital :  then  he  formed  a  camp  of  ob- 
fervation  near  Magdebourg,  oppofite  to  Hanover, 
bee  a ufe  he  had  been  told  there  was  a  propofal  made 
to  the  cou.  t  of  Henna  ror  attacking  his  dominions, 
and  dividing  the  conqueft.  France  eagerly  feized 
this  opportunity  for  crufhing  the  houfe  of  Auftria  : 
Marecnal  IVIallebois,  with  a  numerous  army,  was  lent 
into  \  v  euphalia  to  intimidiate  tlie  elector  of  Hanover, 
and  the  defign  was  efiefted.  King  George  figned  a 
t .  c  c.  neutrality  for  Hanover,  and  engaged,  to 
vote  foi  the  elector  of  Bavaria  at  the  enfuing  elec¬ 
tion  ior  emperor.  It  was  the  defign  of  the  French 
king  to  raiie  this  prince  to  the  imperial  dignity,  and  if 
this  point  was  gained,  his  conquefts  in  the  empire  and 
the  Netherlands  would  be  unlimited,  and  his  ad¬ 
vantages  infinite,  with  this  view  he  fent  another 
large  army  into  Germany  under  marlhal  Broo-lio. 


Prague,  the  capital  of  Bohemia,  was  taken  by  the 
rrench  and  Bavarians,  ana  tne  elector  crowned  king  : 
even  \  ienna  mule  have  fallen  a  prey  to  their  arms 

had 
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had  it  not  been  covered  by  count  Palfi  with 
30,000  Hungarians.  The  queen  fled  to  Prefburg 
in  Hungary,  and  there  pronounced  a  pathetic  fpeech 
to  the  hates,  who  wereio  touched  with  her  condition, 
that  they  allured  her  unanimoufly  they  would  lacri- 
flee  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  her  defence  ;  the  fub- 
fidy  which  fhe  received  from  Great  Britain,  enabled 
her  to  erefl  magazines,  and  to  pay  thofe  troops,  with¬ 
out  which  their  fidility  would  have  flagged.  She 
had  a  good  minifhy  and  able  generals.  Several  ad¬ 
vantages  in  a  fhort  time  were  gained  over  the  enemy : 
the  French  were  drove  out  of  Auftria  :  feveral  towns 
were  taken,  and  all  Bavaria  laid  under  contribution. 
However  the  elector  was  elected  emperor.  The 
Dutch  at  length  began  to  augment  their  troops  : 
the  king  of  Sardinia  declared  in  favour  of  the  queen 
°t  Hungary,  and  the  republic  of  Genoa  againft  her. 
A  difference  broke  out  between  the  Swedes  and  the 
Ruffians,  but  it  was  afterwards  fettled. 

The  Britifh  affairs  were  not  fo  fortunate.  The 
grand  expedition  under  Sir  Chalenor  Ogle,  arrived  at 
Dominica,  a  neutral  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where 
lord  Cathcart,  who  commanded  the  land  forces,  an  ex¬ 
perienced  officer,  of  unblemiffied  honour  and  courage, 
died,  and  was  lucceeded  in  the  command  by  general 
Wentworth,  a  man  without  experience,  talents  or  re- 
folution.  About  the  beginning  of  January  1741, 
Sir  Chalenor  Ogle  joined  admiral  Vernon  at  Jamaica  : 
the  fleet  now  conliffed  of  115  vefiels,  29  of  which 
were  of  the  line,  with  15,000  failors,  and  about 
12,000  land  forces.*  In  a  council  of  war  it  was 


Had  the  fleet  been  fentfooner  from  England,  it  is  poffible  this 
expedition  would  not  have  mifearried  ;  it  was  the  misfortune  ofits 
officers  not  to  reach  the  Spanifh  in:  in  th‘{  the  month  of  March  ; 
anct  m  April  it  is  well  known  the  periodical  rains  begin,  whichoc- 
Cauon  luch  a  change  in  the  nofphere  as  to  render  the  climate 
extreamly  unhealthy  :  thmt  tkke  r-xerffive  rains,  which  continue 
two  months,  it  is  not  pofnlde  for  any  army  to  keep  the  field. 

I  refolved 
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reiolved  to  attack  Carthagena,  a  Strong  and  large  town 
of  Spanifli  America.  The  fleet,  which  was  under  the 
command  of  Vernon,  forced  their  way  into  the  har¬ 
bour  ;  the  troops  were  landed,  andleveral  forts  which 
guarded  it  were  taken  -5  lord  Aubrey  Beauclerc,  a  brave 
officer,  who  commanded  the  Prince  Frederic  man  of 
war,  was  killed  in  the  attack  on  the  enemies  batteries. 
A  difference  broke  out  between  Vernon  and  Went¬ 
worth,  the  former  complained  loudly  of  the  latter’s 
inactivity,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  thwart  him. 
Wentworth  complained  that  the  fliips  lay  idle,  while 
his  troops  were  haraffed  by  fevere  duty  and  deftroyed 
by  the  epidemic  diftemper.  They  held  each  other  in 
contempt, and  mantainedfeparate  cabals  for  each  other’s 
difgrace.  Vernon  faid  he  could  not  bring  his  fhips  near 
enough  to  batter  the  town  of  Carthegena  •,  he  affirm¬ 
ed  it  was  commanded  by  fort  Lazar  fituated  on  a  hill 
and  it  might  be  taken  by  fealade  :  Wentworth  attack¬ 
ed  it,  but  in  a  very  injudicious  manner  ;  his  troops 
were  forely  galled  by  the  Spaniards,  and  after  lofing 
600  of  their  belt  men,  and  fome  gallant  officers,  they 
retreated.  The  rains  were  now  lb  heavy  they  could 
not  encamp  •,  the  diftemper  raged  fo  violently  among 
the  troops,  that  they  were  carried  off  in  hundreds  : 
at  length  they  v/ere  re-embarked,  and  the  fleet  re¬ 
turned  to  Jamaica,  having  loft  near  20,000  men  in 
their  fatal  expedition,  from  which  the  Engiifh  nation 
had  expefted  fo  much,  and  which  afterwards  occasi¬ 
oned  fuch  general  diflfatisfaftion  in  every  part  of  it. 
A  defign  had  been  formed  for  attacking  St.  Jago 
in  Hifpaniola  but  it  was'  defeated :  this  ifland  of 
Rattan,  which  abounds  with  logwood,  was  taken,  but 
it  was  afterwards  abandoned. 

The  French  openly  affifted  the  Spaniards  particu¬ 
larly  in  carrying  their  property  on  board  their  fliips,. 
upon  pretence  that  “  free  bottoms  made  free  goods.” 
They  fent  fleets  to  the  Weft  Indies  from  Breft  and 
Toulon,  and  repaired  the  tortifleauons  of  Dunkirk, 

Their 
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Their  fleet  from  Toulon  convoyed  aSpanifh  fquadron 
through  the  Streights  ofGibralter,  where  admiral  Had¬ 
dock  was  ftationed.  When  he  attempted  to  attack  the 
Spaniards,  the  French  admiral  told  him  he  would 
affift  his  matter’s  allies ;  upon  which  Haddock  deflft- 
ed.  But  this  traniaftion  was  not  fo  pacificly  heard 
in  England,  where  the  people  clamoured,  and  affirmed 
that  the  Englifh  admiral’s  hands  were  tied  up  by  the 
treaty  of  Hanover.  .  The  Spaniards  fent  a  feet  to  the 
South  Sea  after  commodore  Anfon,  but  it  was  alrnoft 
totally  dettroyed  by  tempefts.  The  Britifh  navy  was 
io  inactive,  through  the  backwardness  of  the  mmiftry, 
as  to  excite  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  both 
friends  and  enemies  ;  upwards  of  ioo  fhips  manned 
by  54,000  failors  were  in  commiiTion,  and  they  did 
not  even  protect  the  trade.  The  land  forces,  exclu- 
live  of  foreign  mercenaries,  amounted  to  60,000 
men. 

The  election  for  members  of  parliament  produced 
violent  contefts  all  over  the  kingdom  j  the  abhorence 
which  the  people  had  to  the  minitter  occafioned  their 
vigoroufly  oppoiing  his  influence  ;  his  oppofers  in 
England  were  backed  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  and 
in  Scotland  by  the  duke  of  Argyle  ;  in  both  places 
they  were  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  gain  the  majority  of  re- 
prefentatives.  On  the  4th  of  December  the  feflion 
was  opened.  The  add  refs  of  the  commons  occafi¬ 
oned  a  warm  debate,  whether  they  fhould  promile  to 
defend  the  king’s  electoral  dominions,  and  return 
thanks  for  the  profecution  of  the  war  ?  The  minitter 
was  fharply  oppofed  by  that  ever  memorable  and 
incorruptable  patriot  Mr.  Shippen  ;  Mr.  Pulteny  and 
other  gentlemen  :  they  affirmed,  the  people  were 
apprehenfive  of  being  facrificed  to  the  fecurity  of 
foreign  dominions  j  that  the  war  had  been  mod 
egregioufly  managed  •,  and  are  we,  faid  they,  to  return 
thanks  for  defeats,  difgrace  and  Ioffes.  The  ad- 
drefs,  in  its  original  form,  was  carried  by  a  fmall  m  ijo- 

1  2  *  rity. 


The  minifter  now  faw  lie  had  loft  his  numbers,  and 
though  this  was  a  viftory  to  him,  yet  the  oppofers 
were  elated  to  find  themfelves  fo  numerous,  and  they 
knew  they  fhould  be  augmented.  The  minifter’s 
hope  lay  in  the  difputed  elediions,  in  order  to  turn 
the  balance  in  his  favour,  but  he  had  the  morti¬ 
fication  to  fee  them  carried  againft  him.  Now  he 
he  refolved  to  refign;  but  firft  he  took  every  precau¬ 
tion  to  prevent  an  impeachment:  he  was  confcious  he 
tottered  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  that  a  fingle  vote 
would  at  any  time  commit  him  to  the  Tower.  For 
the  fake  of  felf-fecurity,  he  refolved  to  divide  the  op- 
pofition.  He  employed  his  credit  and  dexterity,  and 
his  emifiaries  tampered  with  fome  of  the  members. 
The  bifhop  of  Oxford  fent  a  mefiage  to  the  prince  of 
Wales,  importing,  that  if  his  royal  highncfs  would 
wiite  a  letter  of  condefcenfion  to  the  king,  he  and  all 
his  counfellors  fhould  be  taken  into  favour  ,  50,000k 
fhould  be  added  to  his  revenue,  200,oaol.  be  dil- 
burfed  for  the  immediate  payment  of  his  debts, 
and  fuitable  provifion  be  made  in  due  time  for  all  his 
followers.  This  propofal  was  declined  by  the 
prince,  who  declared  he  would  accept  no  fuch  con¬ 
ditions  while  Sir  Robert  Walpole  continued  to  di- 
red  the  public  affairs  •,  he  looked  upon  him  as  a  bar 
between  his  majefty  and  the  affedions  of  his  people; 
as  the  author  of  all  the  national  grievances  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  the  foie  caufe  of  that  contempt 
which  Great  Britain  had  incurred  in  all  the  courts  in 
Europe.  The  opposition  now  loudly  demanded  the 
fall  of  an  odious  minifter,  at  le  ift  as  a  facriftce  to  an 
injured  people.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  perceiving  the 
violence  of  the  houfe,  and  how  greatly  he  was  dete fl¬ 
ed  in  it,  immediately  left  it,  and  declared  he  would 
never  come  there  again.  Next  day,  February  4, 
1742,  the  king  adjourned  bothhoufes  of  parliament, 
for  twelve  days,  which  occasioned  a  gi  Celtic,  mem. ;  many 

declaring  it  was  done  merely  tor  to  icree-n  the  nu- 
0  '  nifter, 
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niftcr,  who,  in  the  interim,  refigned  all  his  employ- 
and  was  created  earl  of  Orford. 


ments. 


A  weak  and  worthlefs  mini  dry  being  removed,  a 
new  one  was  appointed,  principally  out  of  the  adhe¬ 
rents  to  the  prince  of  Wales.  Mr.  Sandys  was 
appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  •,  lord  Wil¬ 
mington,  firft  lord  of  the  treafury;  lord  Harrington, 
lord  prefident ;  lord  Carteret,  fecretary  of  date  ;  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  field-marlhal ;  but  he  loon  refigned, 
and  this  poll  was  given  to  the  earl  of  Stair  •,  Mr. 
Pulteney  was  {worn  privy-councellor,  and  created 
earl  of  Bath.  The  prince  of  Wales,  attended  by  the 
heads  of  the  oppofition,  waited  on  the  king,  who  re¬ 
ceived  him  gracioufly,  and  ordered  his  guards  to  be 
reftored.  The  earl  of  Orford  gained  his  grand  point  in 
dividing  the  members  of  the  oppofition,  in  order  to 
prevent  fo  full  and  minute  an  enquiry  into  his  con¬ 
duct,  as  might  endanger  his  fafety  •,  and  indeed  the 
principal  thing  which  the  court  required  of  the  new 
miniftry,  was  to  permit  the  earl  of  Orford  to  efcape 
with  impunity.  When  a  feleft  committee  of  the 
commons  examined  into  ten  years  of  his  administration, 
they  found  the  article  ot  fecret  fervice  only,  amounted 
to  1,453,400b  1  hey  found  many  a£ts  of  fraud  and 

corruption,  particularly  in  ifTuing  money  for  influ¬ 
encing  eleftions*,  50,0001.  had  been  given  to  pay  au¬ 
thors,  printers,  &c.  who  had  been  employed  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  miniftry.  They  found  he  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  granting  fraudulent  contrafts  for  paying 
the  troops  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Some  perfons  who 
refufed  to  give  evidence  on  this  examination  were 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  on  the  very  day  which  the 
minifter  refigned,  it  appeared  he  had  ligned  orders 
on  the  civil  lift  revenues,  for  30,000b  and  had  pawn¬ 
ed  thofe  orders  to  a  banker.  The  committee  were 
preparing  another  report,  when  they  were  interrupt¬ 
ed  by  the  prorogation  of  the  parliament.  5Q,oooh 
was  granted  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  expences 

of 
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ct  the  year  were  eftimated  at  fix  millions,  which  were 
granted,  and  the  feffion  clofed  on  the  15th  of  July  *. 

The  queen  of  Hungary,  by  the  fupplies  fhe  re¬ 
ceived  from  England,  was  enabled  to  aflemble  two 
confiderable  armies,  one  of  which  fhe  put  under  the 
command  of  prince  Charles  ofLorrain.  ITe  drove 
the  Pruflians  and  Saxons  out  of  Moravia,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  into  Bohemia  to  attack  the  French,  who 
mult  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  fuperior  numbers,  had 
not  the  king  of  Pruffia  immediately  entered  that 
kingdom,  andoppofed  the  progrefs  of  the  Auftrians. 
'1  heie  two  armies  met  at  Czaflaw,  and  fought  an  ob- 
ftinate  and  bloody  battle ;  at  firft  the  Auftrians 
gained  a  great  advantage,  but  committing  feme  irre¬ 
gularities,  the  Pruflians  feized  the  opportunity  to 
rally,  and  returning  to  the  charge,  drove  the  Auftrians 
out  of  the  field,  with  the  lofs  of  5000  men,  though 
not  without  fuftaining  near  an  equal  lofs  themfelves. 
The  king  of  Prufiia  after  this  battle,  conceived  a  dif- 
orufc  to  the  war,  and  under  the  mediation  of  kino; 
George,  he  concluded  a  treaty  with  the’  queen  of 
Hungary,  who  ceded  to  him  Silefia,  with  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Giatz,  upon  his  promife  that  he  would  obferve 
a  ftrift  neutrality  during  the  war. 


*  Impartiality  obliges  u*  to  remark,  that  after  the  king  had 
been  in  fome  fort  compelled  to  part  with  his  favourite  miniffer, 
for  whom  he  had  great  affe&ion,  and  in  whom  he  placed  unli- 
mitted  confidence,  it  became  alinoft  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
him  who  ferved  him  in  the  affairs  of  government. 

No  fooner  did  Mr.  Pulteney  embrace  the  offers  of  the  court, 
and  accept  of  the  title  of  carl  cf  Bath ,  than  he  was  forfook  by  his 
popularity;  he  was  no  more  the  fiiff  and  firm  patriot,  or  the 
fhining  ornament  of  his  country,  but  an  object  of  contempt  in 
the  eyes  of  his  friends,  and  the  whole  nation.  Lord  Carteret, 
who  was  termed  the  miniffer,.,  and  Mr.  Sandys,  next  embraced  the 
offers  of  the  court,  and  they  were  followed*  by  many  others,  who 
alfo  poffeffed  pliant  principles,  and  an  unbounded  ambition. 
Strange  that  fuch  talents,  which  had  been  moft  juffly  and  univerfally 
admired,  which  had  long  defended  the  caufes  of  public  liberty  and 
virtue,  fhould  in  a  moment  turn  apoftates,  tor  an  empty  title, 
or  the  blandilhmeuts  of  power  and  affluence  1 
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The  French  in  Bohemia  finding  themfelves  thus  a- 
bandoned  by  their  ally,  immediately  retired  under  the 
cannon  of  Prague,  which  place  was  foon  after  clofeiy 
blockaded  by  the  Auftrians,  and  continued  home  time, 
lb  that  the  French  Inhered  great  hardships  by  the  want 
of  provifions.  When  the  court  of  Veriailles  were  in¬ 
formed  of  this,  they  ordered  marshal  Maillibois  to 
march  from  the  Rhine  to  their  relief,  and  bring  them 
off ;  but  when  he  entered  Bohemia,  he  found  the 
Auftrians  in  poffeiTion  of  all  the  paffes  and  moun¬ 
tains,  therefore  he  retired,  after  luftaining  fomc  lofs 
from  the  Auftrian  light  troops,  who  haraffed  him 
greatly  in  his  march.  Mean  while  winter  drew  on, 
and  the  French  in  Prague,  commanded  by  marfhal 
Broglio,  and  count  de  Belleifle,  were  reduced  to  the 
eating  of  horfe  flefh,  and  expofed  to  the  feveririesof 
a  molt  rigorous  feafon.  Brogko  found  means  to  eft 
cape  in  the  habit  of  courier.  They  were  now  re¬ 
duced  to  the  alternative  of  perifhing  by  famine  or  by 
war.  About  the  middle  of  December,  Belleifie 
formed  a  fcheme  of  retreating  with  his  garrifon  ;  lie 
put  it  in  execution  about  midnight,  when  he  de¬ 
parted  from  Prague  with  14,000  men,  and  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon.  Fie  chofe  an  unfrequented  broken 
road,  and  marched  with  luch  expedition,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  weaknefs  and  fatigue  of  his  army,  and 
the  country  .covered  with  fnow,  that  lie  reached  the 
mountains  before  he  was  overtaken  by  the  Auftrian 
Huffars,  who  however  could  make  no  impreflion  on 
the  main  body  of  his  army  ;  they  took  not  a  man, 
except  thofe  who  were  unable  to  march  by  faintnefs, 
cold,  or  hunger  ;  many  hundreds  of  thefe  perifhed  in 
the  fnow,  and  thole  who  did  not,  were  butchered 
by  the  Auftrian  irregulars.  At  length  he  reached 
Egra,  and  then  profecuted  his  march  without  mo- 
leftation.  The  Auftrians  returned  to  Prague,  the 
garrifon  of  which  confuting  of  900  men,  made  an 

honourable 
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thTpriW, |C^it^tiT’-  b  COnfe^l,ence  of  W  of 
,/  ,,  oexng  taken  away  by  Belleifle 

a'’  hokages  I0r  their  fafety.  . 

vJf1C  ClPrfat;^ritairi  refcIved  to  make  a  di- 
T  \n  t,,e  Netherlands,  though  the  Dutch  at  this 
"  not  contented  to  favour  his  caufe  or  incli- 

p1 6,000  foops  were  embarked  and 

f  [rGermany’  where  they  were  joined  by  as 
many  danovenans,  and  6ooo  Hcifians,  all  in  the 

pay  m  Great-Bmain,  under  the  command  of  the  carl 

tXT/  ate  !n,the  feafon  thcy  were  joined  by  feme 
Aoitnans,  and  then  they  went  into  winter  quarters, 
ajont  Ghent,  Bruflels,  and  Liege. 

Lhe  court  of  Spain  having  claimed  fome  part  of  the 
AuLrian  dominions  in  Italy;  this  part  of  Europe  was 
next  embroiled  in  the  war.  An  Englifh  fleet  w4s  lent 
into  the  Mediterranean  under  the  direftion  of  admi¬ 
ral  Matthews,  a  brave  officer,  who  profelfed  meat 
opennels  and  freedom  in  his  behaviour,  but  was  hot 
and  pafli 0:1  ate,  in  order  to  aflift  the  queen  of  Hun- 

Sary.  aSam“  rhe  Spaniards,  and  co-operate  with  the 
mealures  of  the  king  of  Sardinia.-  Matthews 


Ifliled  by  admiral  Leftock,  who  had  fucceeded  ad 
rniral  Lade-ock.  lhe  king  of  Naples  lent  20,001 
troops  to  join  the  Spaniards,  upon  which  Matthew 
detached  commodore  Martin,  with  a  fmall  fquadror 
to  Wapres,  and  ooliged  that  monarch  to  recal  hi 
troops,  or  ne  would  bombard  his  capital.  The  Soa 
mlb  army,  thus  weakened,  were  not  able  to  mak< 


1W  time  to  the  year  1748,  the  fruitlefs,  unfuccefsful. 

blooay,  ana  expensive  German  war,  became  the  firft  obiefl  oi 
attention  in  the  bmifli  _  counfels.  Great  Britain,  from  being  an 
u:npn  -,  .a.camc  a  principal  in  thcfe  continental  quarrels,  and  in- 
tailed  upon  herfelf  the  whole  burden  of  fupporting  them,  by 
lav.m-m;  away  her  trea fare  to  the  emolument  of  feme  hungry 
Germans,  and  her  blood  in  the  defence  of  a  puny  deflorate 

I  he  national  war  againft  Spain,  now  became  but  a  fecondary 
coniiderktion.  / 

•  T  7  t 
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head  againft  the  Sardinians  and  Auftrians,  who  drove 
them  into  the  fouth  of  Italy ;  and  the  duke  of  Mo¬ 
dena  from  his  capital,  becaule  he  had  joined  them. 
The  Spanilh  magazines  at  Genoa  were  deftroyed  by 
admiral  Matthews. 

In  America,  the  Spaniards  made  a  defcent  upon 
Georgia,  and  fhewed  a  defign  of  attacking  Carolina  j 
but  governor  Oglethorpe  oppofed  them  with  great 
bravery,  and  at  length  obliged  them  to  retire  with 
confiderable  lofs.  Vernon  and  Wentworth  were 
called  home,  and  the  fleet  with  the  marines  were  left 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Chalenor  Ogle. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  the  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  opened.  The  ipirit  ot  party  leemed  now 
to  rage  with  greater  violence  than  ever.  The  new 

m -  was  as  odious  as  the  old  one  had  been, 

becaufe  he  had  run  fuch  great  lengths  in  foreign 
connexions,  in  puichafing  beggarly  allies,  and  main- 
taming  mcrccno.ry  srmies,  3.s  ieemecl  to  threaten  the 
lmpoverifhment  of  his  country.  "T  he  fhnie  l^rmucme 
which  had  been  ufed  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and 
his  abettors  againft  the  oppolition,  was  now  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  new  converts,  who  with  falfe  reafonings, 
and  partial  repieicntations,  argued  on  the  defence 
of  Hanover  and  a  land  war  againft  France,  with 
violence  and  declamation.  They  were  anlwercd,  re¬ 
futed;  and  feverely  ftigmatifed  by  the  few  remaining 
Haunch  friends  of  public  virtue,  T  he  motion  for 
keeping  the  Hanoverians  in  Britilh  pay,  was  attacked 
with  furprifing  refolution  ;  the  debate  was  long  and 
obftinate  -,  but  at  length  the  motion  was  earned  in 
favour  of  the  court.  The  gin  aX  was  repealed  after 
a  warm  debate,  and  the  mutiny  bill  pafled.  The 
commons  granted  fix  millions  for  fupplies,  and  the 
feflion  was  clofed  on  the  21ft  of  April  1743.  The 
king  immediately  embarked  for  Hanover,^  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  lord  Carteret, 
and  other  perfons  of  diftinXion  A 

_ _ K  _ The 

The  loud  and  clamorous  cry  again!!  Hanover,  frequent 
journies  to  it,  continental  wars,  Sc c.  are,  by.  Tome,  confidered  as 
the  firft  fpark  which  kindled  up  the  flame  of  r^ellion  two  years 
after.  From  fuch  appearances  of  difeontent,  the  pretenders  friend's 
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TheBritifh  troops  with  their  auxiliaries,  amount¬ 
ing  in  all  to  40,000  men  were  afTembled,  and  in  May 
encamped  on  the  river  Mayne.  The  French  king, 
apprehending  that  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  intend¬ 
ed  to  join  this  army,  afTembled  another  of  6o, 000  men 
on  the  Maync,  under  the  command  of  marfhal 
Noailles,  who  chofe  fuch  a  convenient  fituation,  and 
immediately  took  pofleflion  of  fuch  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  as  totally  prevented  the  allies  from  bringing  any 
provifion  to  their  camp.  When  king  George  joined 
nis  army  he  found  it  in  danger  of  ftarving  •,  the  French 
were  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  had  batteries 
erefled  along  its  banks  ;  he  was  informed  that  12,000 
Hanoverians  and  Hefiians  were  at  Hanau  ready  to 
join  him,  upon  which  he  refolved  to  march  thither, 
as  well  to  effe£t  the  junction,  as  to  get  provifions 
for  his  troops.  He  removed  his  head  quarters  from 
Afcaffenburgb,  and  began  to  march  towards  Dettin- 
gen,  both  of  which  places  were  at  that  inftant  feized  by 
the  enemy.  Notwithstanding  he  was  thus  almoft 
furrounded,  and  the  enemy’s  cannon  playing  on  his 

flank,  he  continued  to  march  *,  in  this  condition  he 

- . . .  ------  ■  ■—  ■<■  -  ■  « 

abroad,  believed  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  were  inclined 
to  redore  the  Stuart  family  :  the  French  court  fparcd  no  pains  to 
infiil  and  cherifh  this  darling  hope  in  the  pretender  and  his 
friends,  and  Cardinal  Tencin,  who  owed  his  rife  to  him,  openly 
and  warmly  efpoufed  his  caufe  at  Verfailles.  It  is  true  there 
were  numbers  in  England  who  wifhed  well  to  that  caufe,  and 
fome  v/ho  were  zealous  in  it ;  perhaps  many  of  them  found  it 
au  uncomfortable  theme  to  reflet  on  the  numerous  and  heavy 
taxes,  the  increafed  annual  expenccs,  aud  the  growing  debts,  under 
which  they  laboured  ;  likewife  their  poverty  and  rain  of  their  com* 
merce  ;  all  which  they  could  not  but  think  were  brought  on  by 
embarking  this  nation  into  a  German  war,  merely  for  the  defence  of 
Hanover,  without  any  podibility  of  producing  the  lead  advan¬ 
tage  to  Great  Britain  ;  who,  thus  yoked  to  the  continent,  and  to 
continental  wars,  mud  fuppiy  them  with  men  and  money,  not 
only  at  the  hazard  of  her  internal  fafety,  but  of  the  whole  of  her 
wealth  ;  while  many  of  her  head  men,  who  ought  to  be,  as  they 
were  of  old,  the  fupporters  of  her  bulwarks,"  properties,  laws 
and  liberties,  were  half  Germanized  ;  and  being  of  courfe  fepa- 
ra'ed  from  an  honed  and  drift  confideration  of  her  true  intered, 
were  purfuing  a  codly  and  bloody  phantom  of  whim,  caprice, 
and  parade.  How  unlike  are  thefe  to  tliofe  glorious  days  of  de- 
minutive  cxpcncc  ?  before  this  nation  was  chained  down  to  the 
rock  of  adverfity;  before  its  brave  troops  were  compelled  to 
wade  into  inhospitable  regions,  and  combat  with  foes  whole 
names,  till  within  this  century,  we  never  heard  of? 
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was  compelled  to  fight  at  a  very  great  -disadvantage 
or  to  furrcnder:  fortunately  for  the  allies,  tne  dime  tie 
Gramont,  a  hot  headed  youth,  who  commanded  a 
c.onfiderable  part  of  the  French  army,  and  who  wa> 
polled  in  a  hollow  way  in  their  front,  came  out  of 
his  ambufli  much  fooner  than  the  marfhal  isoadles 
intended;  upon  this  difcovery,  the  battle  began  ;  king 
Georo-e  behaved  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity,  aiul  tm- 
quenriy  expofed  his  perfon.  Lord  Stair,  fhewed 
himfelf  an  able  general  on  this  occafion  ;  tne  twenen. 
at  Afchaffenburgh  defigned  to  attack  the  rear  ot  th 
allies,  but  he  defeated  their  projcft,  by  ordering 
fome  cannon  for  their  reception  ;  he  rallied  tne  b.o.mn 
regiments  of  cavalry,  and  brought  them  ro  tne  cnarge ; 
the  king  faw  his  infantry  determine  the  rate  of  tne 
day  in  his  favour,  and  he  faw  the  french  repais  tne 
Mayne,  without  moleftation,  after  lofing  near  5000 
tnen.  Lord  Stair  propofed  a  purfuit,  but  ^it  was 
over-ruled  for  fome  reafons,  which  to  this  a  ay  are 
unknown:  but  fuch  was  the  hurry  of  tne  conquerors 
to  get  away  from  the  lcene  of  aclioiT,  tnat  tney  left 
their  fick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  u  renen, 
who  it  muft  be  owned,  treated  them  with  gn\n  cair, 
t-endernefs,  and  humanity,  at  the  icqueft  01  1cm 
Stair.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  was  wounded  m 
this  addon,  and  the  brave  general  Clayton  was  killed. 
The  allies  gained  no  kind  of  advantage,^ excepting 
joining  a  body  of  tneir  confederates  at  i  lanau,  no. 
did  the  French  iofe  one  inen  of  ground,  as  tney  were 
permitted  to  recover  from  tneir  confternation  with¬ 
out  any  difturbance.  i  he  allies  remained  inactive 
during  the  reft  of  the  campaign.  In  September  they 
were  joined  by  20,000  Dutch,  and  in  Octobci  tney 
went  into  winter  quarters..  The  motion  which  this 
army  made  after  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  were  fruit- 
a-nd  ridiculous  :  lord  Stair  was  unwilling  that  his  re¬ 
putation  fhould  fuffer,  by  meafures  in  which  lie 
load  no  concern ;  he  therefore  obtained  leave  to  re- 
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W>prl  anC*  reaie^  an  illuftrionus  monument  of  nee- 

be--^mtr:t;  •  A  tr5alT  was  concluded  at  Worms, 
,  CCn  "  e^mgs  or  Great-Britam  and  Sardinia,  and 
n;nvaeen  (ii  1  iunSary*  .  ^'he  latter  engaged  to  fur- 

■  *  llJen  1°  ac^  *n  ,  and  the  former  to 

g  tiie  xmg  of  Sardinia  annually  the  fum  of 

m°om°01.  on  condition  of  his  furnifhing  45,000 

,  emperor  in  the  mean  time  was  only  the  fha- 
00. v  or  royalty,  he  fled  about  from  one  part  of  Ger¬ 
many  to  ano tner,  juft  as  the  tide  of  war  feemed  to 

p  01  w-  4  ne  Baravian  army  was  defeated  at 
i^ranaw,  by  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  with  the  lofs 
01^4000  mem  The  French  were  driven  aimoft  to- 
tcu-  v  out  of  Germany,  by  the  Auftrian  armies,  whofe 
generals  vmted^the.  king  of  Great-Britain  at  Hanau. 
In  Italy  the  Spanifh  army  commanded  by  count 
Gage,  advanced  to  attack  the  Auftrian  and  Pied- 
mom  eft;  >orces,  commanded  by  count  Traun,  in 
Modena:  at  a  place  called  Campo  Santo,  they  came 

^°1an.p^on’  w^ich  was  for  fome  time  obftinate  and 
inueciiive  ;  at  length  the  Spaniards  retired  with  the 
lois  or  4000  men.  Don  Philip  entered  Savoy,  and 
joined  a  confiderable  body  of  French  forces,  who  af¬ 
terwards  attacked  the  Piedmontefe,  but  without  ftuc- 
ceis.  Admiral  Matthews  continued  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  where  he  was  reinforced  by  feveral  fhips,  in 
orCiCi  to  watch  (lie  motions  of  the  French  and  Spa¬ 
nifh  fleets  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon. 

T  he  Britifh  war  in  America  was  unfuccefsful :  com¬ 
modore  Knowles  was  fent  with  a  fquadron  of  fhips  to 
attack  La  Gueira  and  Porto  Cavallo*  at  the  former, 
he  was  fo  well  received,  as  to  be  obliged  to  get  away  ; 
at  the  latter,  his  men  were  feized  with  a  panic,  upon 
which  he  retired  to  his  ftation  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

In  England  the  difputes  about  Hanover  were 
wrought  to  an  extraordinry  pitch  of  malevolence 
and  exafperation,  It  was  affirmed  that  the  Britifh 

general 


(  73  )  1 7 43 

general  had  been  neglected,  that  the  Hanoverians 
had  too  much  weight,  that  the  fovereign  appeared  at 
Dettino-en  in  an  Hanoverian  fcarf,  and  indulged 
thofe  mercenaries  with  particular  marks  of  royal  fa¬ 
vour  ;  and  that  they  were  oi  little  fervice  in  the  day 
of  battle.  Thefe  reports  made  a  Itrong  impreffion 
on  the  minds  of  the  people  already  irritated  by  fup- 
portmg  a  continental  war  rot  the  lnieiefi.  ot  Germa¬ 
ny.  When  the  parliament  met  in  the  beginning  of 
December,  a  motion  was  made  to  ducontinue  tne 
Hanoverians  in  Britifh  pay  after  Chiiftmas  uay ; 
lord  Chefterfield  declared,  better  troops  might  be 
hired  at  a  lei's  expence  :  many  excellent  arguments  a- 
dorned  this  famous  debate,  which  at  length  terminated 
in  favour  of  the  court.  The  lupplics  amounted  to  fix 
millions  and  a  half ;  to  this  fum  were  added  three 
millions  and  a  half,  payed  to  the  finking  fund  in  per¬ 
petual  taxes  fo  that  this  year’s  expences  rofe  to 

ten  millions. 

The  difcontents  which  continued  to  rage  in  the 
nation,  the  uniyerfal  cry  againft  Hanover,  and  the 
furious  fpirit  of  political  party,  which  leemed  now 
to  pufh  things  beyond  their  ufual  extreme,  inftilled 
a  belief’  into  the  French  miniftry,  that  the  people 
were  ripe  for  revolt.  Prince  Charles,  fon  to  the  cheva¬ 
lier  de  St  George,  was  invited  from  Rome  to  Paris, 
where  he  arrived  in  the  habit  of  a  Spanifh  courier. 
The  papifts  and  jacobites  in  Great-Britain,  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  court  at  Verfailles,  that  if  the  pretender  was 
feen  at  the  head  of  the  French  army  in  England,  a 
revolution  would  inflantly  follow.  I  he  French  king 
faw  his  advantage  in  giving  a  king  to  Great-Britain  ; 
in  reftoring  a  family  allied  by  blood  to  all  the 
greatefi  princes  in  Europe,  or  at  lealt  if  this  defign 
fhould  milcarry,he  knew  that  by  embroiling  England 
he  fhould  carry  his  point  in  Germany,  and  he  knew 
that  England  was  the  foie  fupport  cf  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  ;  therefore  if  he  once  found  her  work 
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e^noiigh  at  home,  the  other  could  do  nothing  by  her- 


Twenty  ftiips  of  the  line  were  immediately  equip- 

ec  and  failed  from  Bred,  and  15,000  land-  forces 
were  put  on  board,  under  the  command  of  count 
baxe,  and  the  prince  pretender ;  at  Dunkirk  they 
were  ordered  to  take  on  board  7000  more.  In  Ja¬ 
nuary  1744,  they  appeared  in  the  Englifli  channel  ; 
but  a  fudden  and  a  violent  ftorm  anfincr,  they  were 
drove  on  the  French  coaft,  and  the  fleet  was  fo  much 
damaged  that  the  troops  were  obliged  to  be  re- em¬ 
barked.  As  foon  as  this  fleet  appeared  in  the  chan¬ 
nel,  Sir  John  Norris  with  a  iuperior  fquadron  failed 
to  attack  them,  but  he  permitted  them  to  efcape. 
Vv  hen  the  king  informed  the  parliament  of  thefe 
tran  factions,  they  prefen  ted  very  loyal  addreffes,  and 
theii  exampie  was  followed  from  different  parts  of 
England.  The  Britifh  refident  at  Paris  required  that 
the  young  pretender  fhould  leave  the  French  domi¬ 
nions  ;  ^  but  he  received  no  fatisfaclory  anfwer :  on  the 
20th  of  March,  the  French  court  declared  war  againft 
England,  and  the  Britifh  minifter  was  ordered  to 
leave  the  kingdom.  On  the  31ft  of  March,  war  was 
declared  in  London  againft  France.  A  few  days 
after  the  king  informed  the  parliament  of  the  reci¬ 
procal  declarations,  and  both  houfes  again  prefented 
warm  addreffes  ;  they  patted  a  bill,  after  a  fharpdif- 
pute,  for  making  it  high  treafon  to  corrcfpond  with 
any  of  the  pretender’s  Ions.  On  the  12th  ofMav, 
the  ieflion  was  doled,  and  the  king  told  them  the 
French  had  made  vaft  preparations  on  the  fide  of  the 
Netherlands,  but  that  the  Dutch  had  agreed  to  fur- 
nifh  tl  ic  troops  flipulatcd  by  treaty. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  French  king  ap¬ 
peared  in  Flanders,  at  the  head  of  100,000  men, 
a  (lifted  by  manhal  Noaillcs,  and  count  Saxe.  The 
allies  compoled  of  Britifh  and  Hanoverians,  com¬ 
manded  by  marfhal  Wadej  of  Auftrians  commanded 

by 
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bv  count  d’Aremberg,  and  the  Dutch  under  count 
Maurice  of  Nafiau,  amounted  to  76,000,  ill  com¬ 
manded,  and  diftraded  by  divifions.  The  enemy 
took,  the  towns  of  Caentrey,  iVfemn,  Yp.es,  I  nines, 
and  Mont-Capil,  and  the  French  king  entered  Dun- 
kirk  in  a  triumphal  manner,  while  the  allies  looked  in 
a  Hate  of  fhameful  inactivity  without  fpirit  to  check 
the  enemy’s  progrefs,  or  intelligence  to  penetrate  into 
their  deUcrns*  tiiev  were  lor  iome  time  in  excellent 
SS  were  reinforced  by  four  Bricilh  regi- 
ments,  arid  eleven  Dutch  battalions,  yet  they  did 
nothing  except  aftonifhing  all  Europe  by  their  in- 
fenfibihty  of  fhame.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  at 
the  head  of  the  grand  Auftrian  army,  having  paffed 
the  Rhine,  entered  Alface,  and  made  a  diverfion  in 
favour  of  the  allies  :  the  French  king  was  obliged  to 
leave  Flanders  with  40,000  men,  in  order  to  oppofe 
prince  Charles.  The  allies  had  feveral  favourable 
opportunities  of  compelling  marfhal  Saxe,  who  now 
commanded  the  French  army  in  Flanders,  to  fight 
at  a  areat  difadvantage  :  had  they  been  fired  with  the 
leafiTfpirit,  they  might  have  taken  Lille,  but  they 
nedefted  to  make  ule  of  any  advantage  which  fortune 
putin  their  way,  forage  at  length  growing  lcarce,_ 
they  went  into  winter  quarters  aDout  the  middle  of 
October-,  and  thus  doled  as  dilhonourable  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  themfelves,  as  it  was  glorious  to  the  ene¬ 
my  When  the  French  appeared  in  Alface,  prince 
Charles  evacuated  it,  and  repaired  the  Rhine. 

The  unfortunate  emperor  fupplicated  the  king  of 
of  Great-Britain  to  intercede  for  peace  ;  he  promifed 
that  as  loon  as  he  was  re-eftabhfhed  in  his  hereditary 
dominions,  and  recognifed  as  emperor  by  the  queen  oi 
Hu  ngary,  to  renounce  the  alliance  of  France,  and 
throw  himielf  into  the  arms  of  the  maritime  powers. 
The  queen  was  too  obftinate  to  part  with  any  of  her 
conquefts,  and  befides  her  view  was  to  expel  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  cleft  her  conlort j  and  Great  Britain  re- 
*  jeeted 
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and^dv^rv-  ^  0PPort™kT  of  concluding-  to  honour 
Til  HdIa  ^Sf’  a  bloody,  expenfive,  and  foreign  war. 

ffions  ofnv"  ltuatlon  °f  the  emperor  excited  the  pa- 
mined  LP  ran  rfvenSe,in  fe^ral  princes,  who  deter- 
which  had  h  t  lC  in!°lenC]e  °f  the  ho^e  ofAuftria, 
ambition  The  kSofPruffi" 
fort,  and  there  a  treaty  was  co^nduTd^bSween  t 
emperor,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  landgrave  of  Heffie 
and  the  elector  Palatine;  in  order  to  reftore  the 
imperial  dignity,  and  the  tranquility  of  Germany. 

us  treaty  broke  all  the  defigns  formed  by  the  kirnr" 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  queen  of  Hungary,  amunif 
whom  France  declared  war,  becaufe  Ihe was  de°af  to 
terms  or  accommodation.  The  king  of  Pruffia  im¬ 
mediately  entered  Bohemia,  at  the  head  of  84  000 
men  and  after  a  Ibort  fiege,  which  neither  coft  him 
much  trouble  nor  many  men,  he  took  Prague,  though 
defended  by  13,000  men,  whom  he  made  prifoners  : 
another  conderable  body  of  Pruffians  entered  Mora¬ 
via,  and  laid  great  part  of  it  under  contribution  The 
queen  ret, red  into  Hungary,  where  44,000  men  took 
up  arms  in  her  defence,  who  co-operated  with  the  ar- 
my  01  prince  Charles,  now  augmented  to  9o,ooomen, 
and  obliged  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  quit  his  conqueft 
as  he  had  not  been  affifted  by  the  French  in  the  man¬ 
ner  he  expefted.  Finding  himfelf  worked,  he  offer- 
cl  peace  to  the  queen,  but  fhe  rejected  his  propofals, 
declaring  fhe  had  been  forced  into  fhe  ‘treaty  of 
Breflau  which  was  figned  foon  after  her  troops  loft 
the  battle  of  Czarlaw  in  1 742,  and  infifted  on  a  right 
to  bieak  it.  the  French,  army  which  had  entered 
Germany  in  the  abfence  of  prince  Charles,  bcuWd 
and  took  Fnburg  the  bulwark  of  Interior  Auftna 
under  the  eye  of  their  fovereign,  and  the  emperor 
aftei  having  behaved  with  the  greateft  moderation, 
was  at  length  reftored  to  his  hereditary  dominions. 
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In  Italy  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  almoft  as 
fuccefsfnl  as  they  could  wifh,  they  gained  feveral  ad¬ 
vantages  over  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  at  length 
routed  him  near  Coni.  The  Auftrian  army  com¬ 
manded  by  prince  Lobkowitz  made  feme  attempts 
to  recover  this  lol's,  but  they  proved  unfuccefsful : 
count  Brown,  another  Auftrian  general,  furprifed  Ve- 
litri  in  the  pope’s  territories,  while  the  king  of  Naples 
and  the  duke  of  Modena,  were  in  the  town  faft  afleep 
in  their  beds,  who  very  narrowly  efcaped  falling  into 
his  hands. 

The  Britifh  affairs  in  the  Mediterranean,  feemed  to 
be  drawing  towards  a  crifis.  The  French  and  Spa- 
nifh  fleets,  which  had  been  a  confiderable  time  block¬ 
ed  up  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  at  length  came  out, 
confiding  of  28  fhips  of  the  line  and  fix  frigates,  quite 
clean  and  completely  manned.  The  Britifh  fleet  was 
the  fame  in  number,  but  very  foul  and  incomplete 
in  feveral  articles  ;  it  was  divided  into  three  divisions, 
the  one  was  commanded  by  rear-admiral  Rowley, 
the  centre  by  admiral  Matthews,  and  the  rear  by 
vice-admiral  LeftocL  On  the  r  ith  of  February, 
when  the  fleets  were  fo  near  as  to  begin  to  engage, 
Leftock  with  his  whole  divifion  was  five  miles  aftern 
from  the  centre.  Matthews  obferving  the  enemies  to 
be  making  all  the  hafte  they  could  to  get  away,  re- 
folved  to  check  their  fpeed,  and  immediately  with 
his  divifion,  which  was  all  of  a  cluder,  he  attacked 
the  Spanifh  admiral,  and  ordered  admiral  Rowley  to 
attack,  the  French  •,  thele  commanders  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  fecondecl  only  by  a  very  few  of  their 
captains.  The  Marlborough  commanded  by  the 
brave  captain  Cornwall,  who  was  Matthews’s  fecond, 
was  reduced  to  a  wreck  by  the  number  of  her  ad- 
verfaries,  and  her  captain  was  flain.  Matthews  at¬ 
tempted  to  burn  the  Spanifh  admiral’s  fhip,  by  a 
firefhip  which  he  font  down  for  that  purpofe,  but  this 
vefiel  was  obliged  to  proceed  on  this  dangerous  er- 
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iahu,  uncovered  through  the  obftinancy  of  fome 
eonimanaers,  who  were  at  ter  ward  broke,  and  at 
length  b;ew  up,  with  her  captain  and  part  of  the 
ci cvv  on  board,  without  doing  any  damage  to  the 
pamaids.  Captain  Hawke  in  the  Berwick  took  a 
French  fnip  called  the  Poder,  but  Die  was  afterwards 
burned.  .  Night  coming  on  the  adion  ceafed,  and 
the  enemies  fleet  failed  away  for  the  coaft  of  Spain. 
During  the  whole  day,  Leftock  kept  aloop  under 
the  pundillios  of  difeipline,  lor  when  Matthews 
homed  the  fignal  to  engage,  he  kept  abroad-thatforthe 
line  of  battle,  wnich  Deidock  by  attempting  to  obey, 
pietcnded  he  could  not  get  into  the  adion  ;  but  the 
tiuthis,  an  animofity  had  broke  out  between  them, 
ana  Leftock,  at  the  expence  of  his  country’s  intereft, 
gi  atihed  his  paffion  of  revenge,  in  feeing  his  colleague 
ieverely  buffer  by  the  enemy’s  fuperior  force.  After 
the  engagement  the  divifions  united,  and  purfued  the 
enemy  till  the  14th  day  of  the  month,  but  when  they 
came  within,  fight  of  them,  Matthews  ordered  the 
cl  1  ace  to  be  difeontinued  ;  and  loon  afterhe  fufpended 
jL/diock,  and  lent  him  home  in  difgrace  *,  where  in 
his  turn  he  accufed  his  accufer.  Matthews  coming 
home,  a  court  martial  was  appointed  to  try  them, 
and^everai  captains  who  had  mifbehaved  were  broke. 
Lefcock  was  honourably  acquitted  and  reinftated  in 
tue  fei  vice,  Matthews  was  broke,  and  narrowhy  efcaped 
being  loot  for  cowardice  and  defertion.  This  decifion 
is  the  aftonilhment  of  the  prelent  age,  and  will  be 
the  puzzle  of  the  future. 

About  the  middle  of  June  Commodore  Anfon,  in 
his  lingle  fhip,  the  Centurion,  returned  to  Portfmouth, 
richly  laden  with  trealure  from  his  expedition  round 
the  world  *,  he  had  deftroyed  the  Spanifh  town  of 
Taita  in  Peru,  and  taken  an  Acapulco  fhip  alter  a 
imart  engagement.  Sir  John  Balchen  was  ordered  to 
put  to  fea  with  a  fquadron  to  attack  d  .  French  fleet 
which  had  lately  failed  from  Brcft,  but  his  fhip,  the 
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Viftory,  efteemed  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  firfb  rates 
in  the  world,  foundered  near  the  lile  of  Alderney, 
and  all  her  crew,  confining  of  noo  choice  men, 
perifhed.  Marfhal  Belleifle,  attended  by  his  brother 
and  fame  others,  who  had  been  lent  "by  the  French 
king  to  concert  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign 
with  the  emperor,  were  ftoped  at  a  place  called  El- 
bengrode,  in  Hanover,  and  conducted  to  England, 
where  they  were  confined  in  Windfor  Caftle.  The 
earl  of  Holdernefie,  ambaffador  to  the  flare  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  was  ftopt  near  Nuremburg  in  Franconia  by  the 
Imperialifts,  but  was  afterwards  releafed  with  fatif- 
fadtion. 

In  England  the  management  of  the  war  produced 
great  difcontents  among  the  people.  The  duke  of 
Newcaftie,  and  his  brother,  took  umbrage  at  the 
influence  and  power  of  lord  Cateret;  they  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  the  leading  members  in  the 
oppofition  againft  the  minifter,  who,  knowing  their 
power  in  parliament,  avoided  the  ftorm  by  making 
a  voluntary  refignation  of  his  employments.  Lord 
Harrington  was  made  fecretary  of  Hate,  the  duke  of 
Bedford  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  earl  of 
Chefterfiekl  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Hie  ieflion 
of  parliament  was  opened  in  November,  when  there 
appeared  fuch  a  fpirit  of  unanimity  among  the  mem¬ 
bers  as  had  not  been  known  during  the  whole  reign  *, 
every  body  was  intent  upon  the  war.  The  fupplks, 
amounting  to  near  fix  millions  and  a  half,  were  oran- 
ted;  the  ieflion  was  doled  on  the  2d.  of  May  1745, 
and  the  king  fet  out  for  Hanover. 

In  the  month  of  January  1745,  the  emperor 
Charles  VII.  died  ;  which  put  ali  die  princes  of  Ger¬ 
many  in  commotion.  The  king  of  Great  Britain, 
the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  king  of  Poland,  and  the 
ftates  of  Holland,  all  entered  into  a  treaty  of  alliance, 
and  mutual  guaranty  of  each  others  dominions;  but 
the  king  of  Poland  was  paid  for  his  concurrence  with 
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r.n  annua1  Ribfidy  of  i5o,oool.  two  thirds  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  remainder  from  Holland.  In  March, 
ie  young  duke  of  Cumberland  was  fent  over  to 
ei  many  to  command  the  Britifh  forces  there  *.  The 
king  °t  Poland  was  invited  to  fucceed  to  the  Impe- 
na  dignity,  but  he  refufed :  there  were  fome  thoughts 
of  elevating  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  it,  but  they  va- 

„htd-  1  c;acc  Jvas  aSa,n  propofed  to  the  queen  of 
Hungary,  but  fhe  refufed  their  terms.  She  how¬ 
ever  accommodated  matters,  with  the  young  eleftor 
of  Bavaria,  and  recognized  the  title  of  his  late  father. 
I  ier  conlort  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  repaired 
i r  an  army  to  Frankfort,  where  he  was  declared 
ving  of  the  Romans,  and  eledted  emperor  of  Germa- 

H  Flanders  the  French  army  was  commanded  by 
maifhal  Saxe,  and  the  French  king  and  the  Dauphin 
came  to  is  camp.  I  hey  laid  fiege  to  the  ftrong 

tow"°  „ouinaD  which  was  defended  by  8000  men, 
and  the  .allies  by  attempting  to  relieve  it,  brought  on 
the  battle  of  Fontenoy.  Early  on  the  firft  of  May, 
the  aftion  began  ;  the  Englifh  Infantry  commanded 
by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  drove  the  French  from 
mar  lines,  and  repulfed  them  to  their  camp  with 
gicat  flaughter,  where  they  were  expofed  on  every 
pait  to  a  dreadful  fire  ;  but  the  Dutch  under  prince 
V\  a.deck,  forbearing  to  attack  the  village  of  Fonte- 
no)’,  and  they  having  no  cavalry  to  cover  their  flanks, 
the  duke  of  Cumberlapd  ordered  a  retreat,  which 
was  effected  in  tolerable  order;  about  12,000  of  the 
allies  were  (lain,  and  it  is  thought  about  as  many 
f  rench.  The  allies  retreated  to  Aeth,  but  Tournay 
end  not  furrender  till  the  2 ill  of  June.  Had  the 
n  and  Hanoverians  in  the  battle  been  proper¬ 
ly  Adiained  and  afilfted,  there  was  the  greateft  pro¬ 
bability  of  their  gaining  the  victory  and  faving  Tour- 


*  About  this  time  died  the  earl  of  Orford. 
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nay.  The  conquerors  took  Ghent,  Bruges,  Oude- 
nards,  Dendermond,  Oftend,  Nieuport,  Aeth,  and 
other’towns,  after  which  the  French  king  returned  to 
Paris,  and  made  a  public  entry  into  that  city.  The 
allies  were  ina&ive  while  thefe  conquefts  were 

made.  t .  .  , 

The  king  of  Pruffia  on  his  fide  opened  the 

campaign  in  January,  when  his  general  Lehwald 
entered  Silefia,  defeated  a  body  ol  12,000  Auftnans, 
and  took  the  town  of  Ratibor  by  afiault.  In  May 
he  entered  it  himfelf  with  70,000  men  :  prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain,  who  had  been  joined  by  20,000 
Saxons,  alfo  entered  it  to  check  his  progrefs. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  in  the  plains  of  Strigau  near 
Friedburgh  they  met,  and  an  obftinate  battle  enfued, 
which  was  maintained  with  great  vigour  from  morn¬ 
ing  till  noon  •,  when  the  Saxons  giving  way,  the 
Auftrain  army  quitted  the  field  with  the  lofs  of 
1 2,000  men.  Both  armies  foon  after  entered  Bohemia, 
the  king  of  Pruffia  encamped  at  Sohr,  where  the 
Auftrains  attempted  to  furprize  him  at  day  break  on 
the  laft  day  of  September  ;  but  the  Pruflians  were 
prepared  for  them,  and  after  a  conteft  of  four  hours, 
they  retired  with  the  lofs  of  5000  men,  though 
fome  of  their  irregulars  found  means  to  pillage  the 
king’s  camp,  carry  off  his  military  cheft,  the  officers 
of  his  chancery,  and  his  own  fecretary,  with  all  the 
papers  of  his  cabinet.  After  this  adfion  the  king  of 
Pruffia  retired  to  Berlin,  but  in  a  fhort  time  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Saxony,  where  he  feized  upon  Drefden, 
and  other  principal  cities  •,  defeated  the  Saxons,  and 
laid  their  Eleftorate  under  contribution.  The  king 
of  Poland  out  of  compaffion  for  the  fufferings  of  his 
hereditary  dominions,  as  foon  as  poffible  concluded 
a  peace  at  Drefden  with  the  invader;  and  another  was 
alfo  figned  between  Auftria  and  Pruffia  ;  both  under 
the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  with 

whom 
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whom  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  concluded  a  convention 
lome  time  before. 

.  Ita]y  the  french  and  Spaniards  were  again  vi£to- 
nous,  they  engaged  the  Genoefe  in  their  intereft,  and 
having  joined  all  their  forces,  they  entered  the  king 
of  Sardinia’s  dominions  like  a  torrent,  fubdued  all 
the  towns  before  them,  dripped  him  of  all  his 
territories,  and  even  threatened  to  befiege  Turin,  his 
capital.  At  this  time  propofals  of  a  feparate  ac¬ 
commodation  were  made  to  him,  but  he  rejedted 
them,  and  continued  firm  to  his  former  engage¬ 
ments.  Admiral  Rowley  who  commanded  the 
Lritihi  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  detached  commo¬ 
dore  Cowper  to  bombard  Genoa,  Final,  and  St.  Remo 
in  Italy,  and  Baftia  in  the  ifland  of  Cornea. 

.  Among  the  Britifh  naval  tranfactions,  the  moft 
important  was  the  taking  of  Louifbourg.  The  plan 
had  been  formed  at  Bofton  in  New  England,  and 
afterwards  recommended  to  the  king,  who  approved 
of  tne  defign,  and  ordered  commodore  Warren, 
Rationed  at  that  time  off  the  Leeward  Iflands,  to  re¬ 
pair  to  New-England  and  co-operate  with  the  forces 
ot  that  country  in  an  expedition.  Six  thoufand  pro¬ 
vincials  were  alfembled  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Pepperel,  a  trader  of  Pifcatancury,  and  a  man  of 
great  influence,  but  entirely  unacquainted  with  mili¬ 
tary  operations.  In  April  the  troops  were  embarked 
and  re-inforced  by  800  marines.  They  landed  on  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  without  oppofition,  on  the  laft 
day  of  April  ^  and  immediately  formed  the  fiege  of 
Louifbourg,  which  was  defended  by  1200  men. 
After  a  fiege  of  49  days  the  place,  furrendered,  to 
the  great  honour  of  both  the  officers  and  men •,  the 
lofs  on  both  fides  was  trifling. 

We  final  1  next  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  a 
tranfadtion  the  moft  material  in  the  whole  reign, 
that  is  the  rebellion,  which  broke  out  in  this  year. 
Though  the  French  fleet  intended  to  invade  Eng¬ 
land 
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land,  was  laft  year  difperfed  by  a  ftorm,-  yet  the 
prince  pretender  conceived  great  hopes  from  his 
defign.  He  thought  that  his  appearance  in  the 
dominions  of  his  anceftors,  would  almoft  of  itfelf 
brins  about  a  revolution-,  but  it  mult  be  obferved 

o 

that  he  had  been  cajoled  by  thofe  who  were  too 
fano-uine  well-wifhers  to  his  fathers  houfe,  who  mif- 
reprefented  to  him  the  date  of  affairs  in  England, 
by  fwelling  them  to  monftrous  exaggerations  in  his 
favour  *.  The  French  miniftry,  only  from  a  motive 
of  embarraffing  the  Britifh  government,  and  kindling 
a  flame  in  the  bowels  of  the  kingdom,  that  they 
might  the  more  effe£tually  pufh  on  their  defigns 
elfewhere,  lupplied  him  with  a  fum  of  money,  and 

lent 


*  Impartiality  obliges  us  to  declare  that  the  -  did  not  at 

this  time  jfo  firmly  enjoy  the  affections  of  his  people,  as  when  ' 
he  began  his  reign.  His  vifible  prote&ion  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  firff  created  a  difgu ft  among  the  people  :  his  fondnelfi 
for  Hanover,  his  frequent  journeys  to  it,  the  plunging  of 
Great-Britain  into  the  myfterious,  caufelefs,  and  expenfivc 
quarrels  of  a  parcel  of  petty  princes  on  the  continent,  merely 
to  ftiield  a  puny  electorate,  the  whole  revenues  of  which  areTot 
equal  to  tile  income  of  fo me  Britifh  fubje&s,  and  the  enormous 
taxes  continually  levied  to  fupport  thefe  extraneous  burdens, 
did,  we  muft  confefs,  work  great  difeon tents  in  almoft  every  part 
of  the  nation.  The  Scots  at  this  time  were  peculiarly  irritated 
by  a  tranfa&ion  of  lefs  moment.  Some  time  ago  a  regiment 
had  been  raifed  in  their  country,  upon  a  promife  that  they 
fhould  not  be  fent  abroad  :  But  contrary  to  that  ftipulation,  they 
were  fent  to  Germany  :  however,  before  they  embarked  a  num¬ 
ber  of  them  deferted  ;  they  were  purified  and  over-taken,  and 
brought  pinioned  to  London.  Three  of  the  principal,  who 
happened  to  be  men  of  note  among  the  Highlands,  were  (hot, 
and  the  reft  were  tranfported  to  America.  The  clans  of  Scot¬ 
land  relented  their  fate  as  a  national  outrage,  they  were  ilimu- 
lated  to  revenge,  and  were  keen  and  eager  for  an  in  fur  region  ; 
and  perhaps  from  this  incident  the  pretender  was  encouraged  by 
his  friends,  to  land  in  Scotland  ;  and  though  there  was  no  longer 
a  fleet  to  fupport  his  meafures,  the  opportunity,  which  now 
offered,  was  extremely  favourable  ;  king  George  was  gone  to 
Hanover,  Scotland  was  without  troops,  and  the  Highlanders 
were  ready  to  join  him. 


jf  forcement  of  arms.  He  embarked  at  port  St.  La- 


lent  him  a  fmall  frigate,  and  promifed  him  a  rein- 
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zara  in  Brittany,  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  marquifs  of  Tullibardine,  Sir  Thomas 
Sheridan,  and  a  few  other  Irifh  and  Scottifh  ad¬ 
venturers.  P  or  a  fhort  time  this  frigate  was  convoyed 
by  the  Elizabeth,  a  French  man  of  war,  but  (he  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Lion  an  Englifh  (hip,  a  defperate  en¬ 
gagement  enfued,  by  which,  before  they  parted,  they 
were  both  fo  (battered  as  to  be  unfit  to  keep  the  lea. 
The  frigate  however  purfued  her  courfe  to  the  weftern 
illes  of  Scotland,  and  Charles  landed  on  the  coaft  of 
Lochaber,  where  in  a  fhort  time  he  was  joined  by 
great  numbers. 

When  the  news  of  this  defeent  arrived  in  Eng¬ 
land,  the  government  treated  it  as  a  chimera,  but 
being  foon  convinced  of  their  miftake,  they  fent 
to  Germany  for  the  king.  Sir  John  Cope,  who 
commanded  the  Britifh  troops  in  the  North,  was 
ordered  to  attack  the  pretender,  who  by  this  time 
had  aflembled  3000  men  at  Perth,  proclaimed  his 
father,  publifhed  manifeftoes,  commenced  hoftilities, 
difarmed  two  companies  of  the  king’s  troops,  and  in 
terrorem,  (truck  the  whole  kingdom  with  confterna- 
tion.  The  government  offered  30,000k  for  his 
head  •,  they  called  over  fix  Britifh  regiments  from  the 
continent,  and  the  whole  kingdom  began  to  make 
the  utmoft  preparations  to  repel  the  defigns  of  the 
invader.  Charles,  unmindful  of  the  unanimity  which 
appeared  in  England  againit  his  caufe,  (till  flattered 
himfelf  that  his  appearance  in  the  bowels  of  the 
kingdom,  would  alter  the  opinions  of  the  people. 
When  he  began  his  march  for  Edinburgh,  his  army 
at  bed  was  but  like  a  rabble  almoft  in  nakednefs,  and 
deteftitute  of  proper  arms,  yet  did  this  bold  adven- 
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and  experienced  general  Gueft.  Sir  John  Cope,  who 
had  been  battening  after  the  rebel  army,  was  now  at 
Prefton  Pans,  with  about  3000  men.  Charles’s 
army,  fince  he  had  entered  Edinburgh,  was  increafed 
to  4000,  and  with  thefe  he  refolved  to  attack  the 
king’s  troops,  which  he  did  in  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  September.  In  lefs  than  ten  minutes  his 
highlanders, with  lword  in  hand,  routed  Sir  John  Cope, 
and  drove  his  troops  towards  Berwick,  with  the  lofs 
of  every  thing  they  had  upon  the  field,  and  near 
500  of  them  were  {lain,  among  whom  was  colonel 
Gardiner;  but  not  ico  of  the  in  Currents  loll  their 
lives.  The  victors  returned  in  triumph  to  Edinburgh, 
and  levied  contributions.  They,  by  this  vidlory,  got 
arms,  a  train  of  artillery,  a  great  deal  of  baggage,  and 
a  confiderable  fum  of  money  in  the  royal  military 
cheft  :  the  influence  of  the  pretender  now  became 
great,  and  he  was  in  pofieffion  of  all  Scotland,  ex¬ 
cept  the  fortrefles.  He  likewife  received  afli  fiance  in 
money  and  arms  from  France  by  Angle  fhips,  and 
was  joined  by  the  lords  Kilmarnock,  FIcho,  Bal me¬ 
rino,  Ogilvy,  Pitfligo,  and  lord  Lovat’s  fon.  The 
duke  ot  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Sutherland,  the  lord 
Rae,  and  many  other  gentlemen  of  Scotland,  and 
the  north  of  England,  railed  men  and  armed  their 
vaffals  for  the  fervice  of  king  George. 

When  tiie  news  of  Sir  John  Cope’s  defeat  arrived 
in  England,  the  kingdom  was  effectually  alarmed. 
Six  thoufand  Dutch^troops  were  immediately  fent  for, 
three  battalions  of  guards,  and  feven  regiments  of 
infantry,  were  brought  over  from  Flanders,  and  all 
marched  to  Newcaflle,  under  the  command  of  ge¬ 
neral  Wade.  In  Odlober  the  parliament  met,  and 
prefented  loyal  addreffes  to  the  king,  fignifying  their 
zealous  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  government. 
Soon  after*  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  came  over  from 
Flanders,  followed  by  another  detachment  of  dra¬ 
goons  and  infantry.  The  feveral  regiments  in  Eng- 
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land  werecompleated  as  fail  as  pofllble.  The  trained-* 
bands  in  London  were  ready,  and  volunteers  all 
over  the  kingdom  were  employed  in  the  exercife  of 
arms.  The  government  were  apprehenfive  of  a  vifit 
from  France  on  the  fouthern  coaft  -9  therefore  admiral 
Vernon  was  appointed  to  watch  the  enemy’s  ports  of 
Dunkirk  and  Boulogne  *,  he  took  feveral  v-effels  laden 
with  foldiers  and  ammunition  deftined  for  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  pretender,  and  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  Vernon’s  indefatigable  vigilance  on  this  occa- 
fion,  deferves  the  higheft  commendation  ;  for  if  the 
enemy  really  had  a  defign  of  favouring  the  caufe  of 
the  pretender  by  a  defeent  on  England,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  prevented  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  pretender,  at  the  head  of  be¬ 
tween  5  and  6ooo  men  marched  to  Carlifle,  and  he- 
ficged  it  :  in  three  days  the  place  furrendered,  and 
he  found  in  it  a  confiderable  quantity  of  arms. 
General  Wade  marched  acrofs  the  country  to  relieve 
Carlifle,  but  hearing  it  was  reduced,  he  returned  to 
Newcaftle.  Notwithftanding  the  country  at  this  time 
was  covered  with  fnow,  the  pretender  determined  to 
enter  England,  and  by  a  rapid  march  he  reached 
Manchefter  in  Lancafhire  on  the  28th  of  November, 
where  his  arrival  was  celebrated  with  public  rejoic¬ 
ings,  and  his  party  joined  by  many  inhabitants  of 
the  towns  through  which  he  palled.  He  then  ad- 
vanced  through  Chelhire  into  Derbyfhire,  and  enter¬ 
ed  the  town  of  Derby  on  the  4th  ot  December, 
within  100  miles  of  London.  The  whole  kingdom 
was  filled  with  terror  and  confufion  ;  his  fudden  and 
expeditious  march  was  the  aftonifhment  of  every  bo¬ 
dy.  A  camp  was  formed  on  Finchley  Common, 
where  the  king  himfelf  took  the  field,  accompanied 
by  the  brave  old  earl  of  Stair,  now  called  again  into 
the  fervice  to  prevent  the  young  adventurer  entering 
the  capital,  which  was  filled  with  conliernation,  and 
where  his  friends  were  numerous.  The  duke  of 
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Cumberland  took  the  command  of  a  corps  of  the 
king’s  troops  affembled  near  Litchfield,  but  the  re¬ 
bels  gained  a  march  between  them  and  London. 
Wade,  inYorkfhire,  was  not  over  vigilant;  he  feem- 
ed  to  linger  •,  though  it  mult  be  allowed  the  roads 
in  this  winter  feafon  were  almoft  impafiable.  The 
rebel  chiefs  at  Derby  called  a  council,  in  which  vio¬ 
lent  disputes  arofe;  fome  were  for  advancing  directly 
to  the  capita],  others  for  going  into  Wales,  which 
was  indeed  more  feafible,  but  the  majority  determin¬ 
ed  to  go  back  to  Scotland.  Accordingly  on  the  6th 
of  December  they  abandoned  Derby,  and  retreated 
through  Lancashire  with  great  fpecd.  The  duke  of 
Cumberland  immediately  began  a  purfuit  ;  fome 
fkirmifhes  happened  between  the  van  and  rear  guards 
but  nothing  material.  The  rebels  continued  their 
retreat,  and  reached  Carlifle  on  the  19th  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  Thus  began  and  ended  the  pretender’s  expe¬ 
dition  into  England-,  in  which  it  muft  be  confelfed 
his  army  did  not  commit  thofe  irregularities  and  ra¬ 
vages  which  might  have  been  expected  from  fuch  a 
banditti;  and  upon  the' whole, we  cannot  help  looking 
on  this  enterprife  as  the  molt  defperate  attempt  which 
the  family  of  the  Stuarts  ever  made  to  regain  the 
crown  fince  the  abdication  cf  James  the  fecund  *. 

The 

*  The  fupplies  granted  by  parliament  for  the  enfuing  year  confi- 
derably  exceeded  liven  millions.  But  before  this  enormous  furo  was 
granted,  there  were  feveral  difputcs  in  the  cabinet.  The  earl  of 
Granville,  late  lord  Carteret,  made  an  effort  to  regain  his  influ¬ 
ence,  and  by  the  favour  of  the  k - he  carried  his  point.  The 

d -  of  N - and  his  brother  took  umbrage  at  his  rife  to 

power:  they  ftrengthened  their  paity ;  but  fome  of  thefe  auxilia¬ 
ries  were  difagreeable  to  the  king,  and  were  accordingly  rejected  : 
failing  in  this,  the  whole  party  refigned  their  employments,  and 
the  earl  of  Granville  became  fecretary  of  ft  ate  ;  but  finding  he  had 
not  flrength  enough  to  withftand  the  weight  of  his  opponent^,  nor 
even  to  gain  the  fupplies  from  parliament ;  and  befides,  being  fear¬ 
ful  of  their  power  and  influence,  heprudently  refignedin  three  days. 
The  k —  then  acquiefced  in  the  mcafures  of  the  brothers,  and  rein- 
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I  he  rebel  army  after  reinforcing  the  garrifon  ofCarlifle* 
entered  Scotland.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  invefted 
Carlifle  on  the  21ft  of  December,  but  Hamilton,  the 
governor,  did  not  furrender  till  the  30th.  The  gar- 
rifon  were  irnprilbned  in  different  gaols,  and  the  duke 
returned  to  London. 

In  1746  the  pretender  retired  to  Dumfries,  and 
levied  there  and  at  Glafgow  heavy  contributions.  He 
was  joined  by  lord  Lewis  Gordon  who  had  raifed  a 
corps  tor  his  iervice,  and  by  lord  John  Drummond, 
who  was  lately  arrived  from  France  with  a  corps  of 
French  and  Irifh.  They  were  alio  joined  by  the  earl 
or  Cromartie,  and  a  fmall  train  of  artillery  ;  and  their 
whole  force  amounted  to  near  8000  men.  Several 
places  were  taken,  fome  troops  raifed  for  the  fervice 
or  the  king  defeated,  and  the  jsaftle  of  Stirling  was 
invefted,  though  but  flovenly.  A  new  army  of  io,oco 
men  was  affembied  in  Scotland  to  oppofe  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  rebels,  and  the  command  of  it  given  to 
general  Hawley,  who  was  held  in  but  very  indifferent 
efteern.  l  ie  relieved  Stirling, which  was  defended  by 
general  Blakeney,  and  encamped  near  Falkirk, where 
on  the  17th  of  February  the  two  armies  came  to  an 
action.  The  rebels  had  taken  poffefiion  of  an  emi¬ 
nence  from  which  they  repuifed  the  king’s  troops  as 
they  advanced  to  the  charge,  who  had  moreover  the 
difad  vantage  of  a  high  wind  and  heavy  rain  in  their 
faces.  They  had  only  given  one  irregular  fire  when 
they  were  feized  with  a  panic  and  fled.  Some  few 
under  general  IIu flee  made  a  brave  ftand,  which  fa¬ 
voured  the  retreat  of  the  reft  to  Falkirk.  The  field 
of  battle  was  left  to  the  rebels,  who  found  upon  it 
the  artillery  and  tents  of  the  fugitives.  The  lofs  among 
the  king’s  troops  was  confiderable,  but  the  govern- 

ftated  their  parly  in  t  heir  refpettive  employments.  Wiiliam  Pitt, 
Efq;  who  was  originally  d aligned  for  the  army,  was  at  this  time 
appointed  vice- treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  foon  after  pay-mafler-ge- 
r.cral  of  the  forces,  and  a  privy  counfellor. 
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ment  never  told  the  exa Ct  number  ;  they  pretended 
not  three  hundred,  but  the  conquerors  loft  two  hun¬ 
dred.  After  this  victory  the  rebels  took  Fort  Auguftiis. 
On  the  other  hand  it  was  judged  expedient  to  put  the 
royal  army  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  as  he  was  the  darling  of  the  foldiery,  and  the 
king’s  fon.  The  Dutch  troops  being  at  this  time  re¬ 
called,  6000  Remans  were  brought  over  in  their  dead, 
commanded  by  the  prince  of  He  fie,  fon-in-law  to  the 
king.  The  rebel  army  proceeded  northward,  and  were 
followed  by  the  royal  army  :  they  undertook  the  fiege 
of  Fort  William,  but  the  Heffans  obliged  them  to 
abandon  it  ♦,  however  they  beat  up  the  earl  of  Lou¬ 
don’s  quarters  and  took  fome  prifoners.  The  duke  of 
Cumberland,  who  had  advanced  to  Aberdeen,  left 
that  place  at  the  beginning  of  April,  and  paffed  the 
Spey  in  fight  of  part  of  the  rebel  army,  who  were  fo 
ftupid  as  to  permit  him  to  do  it  without  oppofition. 
The  pretender  was  at  this  time  at  Invernefs,  but  foon 
after,  he  proceeded  to  Culloden.  The  duke  relblvcd 
to  give  him  battle  becaufe  the  French  continued  to 

o 

make  preparations  at  Dunkirk  and  Boulogne  for  a 
defeent  on  England.  Accordingly  early  on  the  16th 
he  advanced  to  Culloden,  where  the  rebels,  to  the 
number  of  8oco  men,  and  fome  pieces  of  artillery,  were 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle.  The  royal  army  exceed¬ 
ed  that  number.  About  noon  the  cannonade  began, 
which  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  did  very  little  execu¬ 
tion.  To  make  amends  for  this  defeft,  part  of  their 
right  wing  charged  iword  in  hand  *,  but  by  fuperior 
force  were  repulfed  with  great  (laughter:  their  flank 
became  next  expofed  to  an  unexpected  attack  which 
threw  them  into  confufion,  and  they  fled  on  all 
(ides.  Bland’s  and  Barrel’s  regiments  in  the  kind’s 
army,  behaved  with  great  bravery.  In  half  an  hour 
the  pretender’s  forces  were  totally  routed,  and  u  in¬ 
wards  of  3600  of  them  were  (lain.  The  earl  of  Kil¬ 
marnock  was  taken  prifoner,  and  fome  ladies;  but  the 
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P^encer  was  afterwards  expofed  to  in- 

CRcibic  hardfhips,  hunger  and  fatigue.  The  lords 
yaimenno  and  Cromartie  were  afterwards  taken,  and 
it  muu  be  owned  that  many  horrid  ravages  and  bar- 
amie.*  committed  by  the  royal  troops;  they 
irmffaaeci  221  com]  blood  great  numbers;  they  fullied 
tiic  giOi  y  of  the  victory  by  the  moft  unheard  of  cruel- 
r,les  •  fjie  rebellion  was  extinguifhed  by  a  wanton 
icene  or  carnage,  _  in  which  the  innocent  and  guilty 
ft  ft f  xJaln  unctiihnguifhed.  A  few  days  after  lord 
Balmcnno  was  taken,  and  he  with  the  lords  Kil¬ 
marnock  and  Cromartie  were  conveyed  to  the  Tower 
or  j.ondon,  to  which  alfo  a  brother  to  die  earl  of 


Dun  more,  the  marquis  of  Tullibardine,  and  Murray 
t  he  pretender’s  fecretary,  were  fent.  The  other  pri¬ 


soners  of  lefs  note  were  confined  in  different  gaols  in 
Great  Britain,  but  fome  who  were  put  on  board  vef- 
fe^to  be  conveyed  from  Scotland  to  England  were 
fu  fro  cared  in  the  holds  for  want  of  air.  The  pre¬ 
tender  wandered  about  a  forlorn  fugitive  for  the  fpace 
of  lour  months;  during  which  he  underwent  the  moft 
fevere^  hardfhips  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  nar¬ 
row  elcapes  from  his  purfuers,  as  perhaps  no  one  per- 
fon  ever  outlived.  At  length  a  privateer  from  St.  Ma¬ 
kes  took  him  away  on  the  17  th  of  September  in  wretch¬ 
ed  apparel.  In  England  the  people  were  tranfport- 
ed  with  joy  at  the  news  of  this  viclory,  and  extolled 
the  duke  of  Cum  hr  rand  as  a  hero  and  deliverer,  and 
the  parliament  with  their  thanks  added  25,000  k  per 
annum  to  his  former  revenue. 

The  royal  army,  after  the/  vidtorv  of  Culloden, 
proceeded  into  the  north,  and  reduced  all  the  places. 


itachments  were  fent  off  on  every  fide,  and  they 


butchered,  plundered,  burned  and  deftroyed  every 
man  and  beaft,  hut  and  houfe  :  even  the  women 
were  violated,  and  afterwards  either  affaffinated  or 
turned  out  with  their  children  to  ftarve  on  the”  bar¬ 
ren 


:K.  .Vvc.v.  ••Watt  - 


(  9l  )  1746 

ren  heaths.  In  a  word,  the  moft  fhocking  barbarities 
and  ravages  were  committed  that  ever  difgraccd  hu¬ 
manity,  "or  ever  Englishmen  before  were  guilty  of ; 
even  through  the  rude  ages  of  former  times  we  don’t 
remember  to  have  read  of  fuch  cryel  murders,  rapine, 
and  deftr.uftipn  by  fire.  In  a  little  time,  for  the 
[pace  of  fifty  miles,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  filer,  ce, 
ruin  and  defolation. 

The  government  refolving  to  make  examples  of 
thole  rebels  whom  they  had  fecured,  executed  a  great 
number  of  them  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  trarffported  the  red  to  America,  exo  pt  a  few 
who  obtained  pardons.  The  lord  ihdmcri  .0  and  the 
earls  of  Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie  were  tded  by 
their  peers  in  Weftminiter  hall ;  the  two  la  it  pTad- 
ed  ”  1  1  "  * 
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and  the  former  was  found  fo:  !'  wever 
Cromartie  was  fpared,  and  Balmerino  and  Kilmar¬ 
nock  were  in  Augull  beheaded  on  lower  hill.  Mr. 
Ratcliff,  the  titular  earl  of  Derv  at  ater,  was  tried 
for  being  concerned  in  the  rebellion  in  die  year  17  15- 
the  identity  of  his  perfon  being  proved  he  was  be¬ 
headed  in  December  following.  And  in  1747  lord 
Lovat,  who  was  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age,  was 
taken  and  tried  for  treafonable  practices  in  the  pre¬ 
fect  rebellion.  Murray, the  pretender’s  fecretary,  and 
fome  of  his  own  uomeftics  were  evidences  againft 
him.  He  alfo  fuffered  decapitation  ar  the  fame  place. 

The  affairs  in  Flanders  wore  a  bad  afpeft  for  the 
allies.  The  Dutch,  during  the  winter,  had  folicited 
the  king  of  G:*eat  Britain  to  augment  the  allied  army, 
that  it  might  be  fuperior  to  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
check  their  progrefs  *,  but  however  willing  he  might 
be  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  he  could  not  ^  the 
rebellion  in  his  kingdom,  and  (Mentions  in  his  cabi¬ 
net  fo  embarrafied  him,  that  he  found  it  impoflible. 
The  allies  for  a  while  were  commanded  by  M.  Bathi- 
ani,  *  an  Auftrian  general.  1  he  French  were  com¬ 
manded  by  their  king  and  marfhalSaxe,  who  invert- 
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ed  Antwerp,  and  took  it  in  a  few  days  ;  atid  with  a  pro* 
digious  train  of  artillery  he  reduced  the  ftrong  towns 
°\  Mons*  St.  Guiilain  and  Charleroi,  and  by  the 
middle  of  July  the  h  tench  king  was  maker  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  Brabant,  and  Hainault.  Prince  Charles  of  Lor* 
rain  by  this  time  had  taken  the  command  of  the  allies* 
who  were  now  reinforced  by  the  FlefTians  from  Scot¬ 
land,  and  judging  the  enemy  would  next  attack  the 
Prong  and  important  town  of  Namur,  he  took  poll 
lor  its  defence,  but  marfhal  Saxe  took  his  meafures 
fo  well  that  he  not  only  deprived  prince  Charles  of 
his  principal  magazines,  but  alfo  of  getting  any  fub- 
fiftence  in  his  prefent  fituation  •  therefore  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  retreat  and  abandon  Namur  to  the  fury  of 
the  enemy.  I  his  fortrds  was  taken  after  a  fiege  of 
twenty  one  days  during  which,  the  garrifon,  con fi ft- 
ing  of  7000  Auftrians,  fuftained  fo  terrible  a  canno¬ 
nade  and  bombardment,  as  converted  the  whole 
place  into  a  heap  of  rubbifh.  Prince  Charles,  during 
this  liege,  intended  to  attack  the  enemy,  but  he  found 
them  too  advantageoufly  poked  :  he  was  joined  by 
Sir  John  Ligonier  with  fome  Britifn  and  Bavarian 
battalions.  Marfhal  Saxe  was  alio  reinforced  by  a 
corps  under  count  de  Clermont ;  and  after  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Namur  he  determined  to  brine  the  allies  to 
an  engagement-,  but  they  retreated  over  the  Jaar,  and 
took  polleflion  of  the  villages  of  Liers,  Warem  and 
Roucoux.  1  le  alfo  palled  the  Jaar,  and  on  the  firft 
of  October  advanced  to  give  them  battle.  The  vil¬ 
lages,  defended  principally  by  the  Englifh,  were  at 
length  carried  by  the  French  troops,  after  a  very  ob- 
feinate  and  bloody  difpute,  in  which  the  allies  lok  at 
leak  5000  men  and  their  artillery  -,  they  retreated 
over  the  Made,  and  the  campaign  ended. 

As  the  Auftrians  were  no  longer  attacked  by  the 
French  in  Germany,  they  were  the  better  enabled  to 
drive  them  out  of  Italy;  and  the  king  of  Sardinia,  by 
the  help  of  his  Britilh  iubfidy,  acted  with  great  fpirit 
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agairtft  the  French  and  Spaniards*  who  were  obliged 
to  abandon  Piedmont  and  Milan*  and  retreat  with 
precipitation.  The  Piedmonteze  troops  retook  feve- 
ral  places,  and  relieved  others  which  had  been  block¬ 
ed  up  by  the  enemy  during  the  winter.  The  Spa- 
nifh  and  French  effected  ajundtion,  and,  finding 
their  army  amounted  to  52,000  men,  they  refolved 
to  attack  the  Auftrian  intrenchments  near  Placentia. 
With  this  view  they  marched  with  great  filence  and 
expedition,  and,  entering  the  trenches,  a  defperate 
battle  enfued,  in  which  the  Auftrians  had  by  far 
the  worle  part,  till,  quitting  their  trenches,  they,  in 
their  turn,  attacked  the  enemy  with  great  fury,  and, 
after  killing  near  6000  of  them,  and  throwing  them 
into  utter  confufion,  obliged  them  to  fly  to  Placen¬ 
tia.  The  king  of  Sardinia  joined  the  Auftrians,  and, 
marching  after  the  fugitives,  attacked  them  again  at 
Rotto  Freddo,  and,  after  an  obftinate  engagement, 
obliged  them  to  retire  towards  Genoa,  leaving  al- 
moft  5000  men  killed  on  the  field  of  battle.  ^  He 
then  took  Placentia,  in  which  there  was  a  garrilbn 
of  9000  men.  The  enemy,  upon  hearing  this  news, 
retreated  into  Provence  in  France,  and  the  Au¬ 
ftrians  obliged  Genoa  to  furrender,and  deliver  up  their 
arms  as  well  as  money.  General  Botta  was  left  in 
it  with  16000  men,  while  general  Brown,  another 
Auftrian  general,  entered  Provence  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy.  He  was  aflifted  on  this  occafion  by  the 
Britifh  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean  under  admiral 
Medley.  An  army  of  French  troops  under  marfhal 
Belleifle,  which  had  been  intended  to  oppofe  his  pro¬ 
gress,  retreated  before  him  :  he  paflfed  the  Var,  and 
inverted  Antibes,  while  Medley  bombarded  it;  but 
Belleifle,  having  afiembled  a  fuperior  army,  obliged 
him  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  repafs  the  Var  with  lofs. 
1  he  Genoefe,  in  the  mean  time,  were  fo  exafperat- 
ed  at  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  Auftrians,  that  they 
refolved  to  recover  their  liberty  or  perifh  in  the  at- 

N  tempt ; 


J746  _  (  94  ) 

tempt ;  they  feized  arms  in  fecret,  and,  fecuring  feme 
parts  of  the  city,  attacked  the  Auftrians  with  great 
fury,  furrounded  fome,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  Botta 
adted  with  caution  and  fpirit,  but  he  was  drove  out* 
of  the  city  with  great  (laughter. 

The  naval  trarifadlions  this  year  were  trifling,  and 
almofl  contemptuous.  In  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
the  Britifh  company  had  -been  extremely  negligent, 
commodore  Peyton  declined  fighting  a  French  fqua- 
dron  of  inferior  force  :  he  abandoned  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  while  the  French  took  Madrafs.  The 
Britifh  government,  after  the  redudtion  of  Louif- 
bourg,  formed  a  defign  of  attacking  Quebec,  the 
capital  of  Canada ;  but  the  fleet,  which  was  to  fet 
fail  from  England  on  this  expedition,  was  delayed 
by  fome  unaccountable  means,  till  the  feafon  was 
over.  As  this  defign  was  rendered  abortive,  it  was 
ivfolved  toemployit  in  an  attempt  on  theFrench  coaft. 
The  land  forces,  amounting  to  5800  men,  were 
commanded  by  general  Sinclair,  and  the  fleet  was 
under  the  direction  of  admiral  Leftock.  Sinclair  land¬ 
ed  near  L’Orient,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  city,  but  in  fo 
aukward  a  manner,  that  he  was  obliged  to  aban¬ 
don  it,  at  the  repeated  folicitations  of  admiral  Lef¬ 
tock.  In  the  Weft  Indies  commodore  Mitchel,  af¬ 
ter  a  fcandalous  fight,  permitted  a  French  fquadron 
to  return  to  Europe,  for  which  he  was  broke.  The 
merchants  loudly  complained  of  their  commerce  be¬ 
ing  badly  protected. 

In  the  month  of  July  the  king  of  Spain  died,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ferdinand,  who,  the  allies 
•apprehended  was  well  afTefted  to  Great  Britain,  and 
extremely  defirous  of  peace.  The  States  General, 
who  had  not  yet  declared  war  againft  France,  beg¬ 
ged  for  peace  at  the  court  of  Verfailles  by  feveral  re- 
monftrances,  and  at  length  the  French  fhewed  an 
inclination  to  hold  a  congrefs,  which  was  opened  at 

Breda j 
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Breda;  but  their  demands  were  fo  infolent,  that  it 
was  foon  broke  up. 

The  parliament  met  in  November.  The  fupplies, 
which  exceeded  nine  millions,  were  granted.  The 
king  told  them,  that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the 
fupport  ol  his  civil  government,  had  for  fome  years 
pait  fallen  fhort  of  the  revenue  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  he  relied  on  them  to  make  good  this  de¬ 
ficiency.  The  parliament  was  diffolved,  though  the 
term  of  feven  years,  fince  its  firft  meeting,  was  not 
expired  *. 

During  the  winter  the  duke  of  Cumberland  went 
over  to  the  Plague  to  concert  with  the  Dutch  the 
operations  of  the  campaign  for  1747.  The  Dutch 
agreed  to  a£t  vigoroufly,  finding  that  all  their  re- 
monftrances  to  the  French  king  had  failed.  In  Fe¬ 
bruary  the  allies  took  the  field,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  120,000  men,  under  the  command  of  his 
royal  highnefs :  they  lay  inactive  fix  \veeks  expofcd 


*  This  di/ToIution  is  accounted  for  two  ways.  The  miniftrvin- 
finuated,  that  the  Dutch,  and  other  allies,  were  unwilling  to  act 
vigoroufly  again#  France,  while  this  parliament  exifted,  becaufe  it 
had  undergone  a  change  in  its  complexion.  The  country  party 
declared,  the  allies  had  no  reafon  to  be  fufpicious  of  a  parliament 
which  had  granted  them  fuch  liberal  fupplies  :  and  as  the  pariia- 
ment  mull  foon  be  difmifTed  by  law,  the  intention  of  the  miniftry 
was  no  other,  than  to  furprife  the  kingdom  with  a  new  election, 
before  there  were  any  preparations  made  for  an  oppofition.  Cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  none  of  the  allies  had  caufe  to  be  difgufted  with  the 
Britifh  parliament  ,  for  this  nation  now  numbered  am  on  p-  its  mer¬ 
cenaries,  two  emprefles,  one  king,  and  five  German  princes,  all 
hired  to  trim  the  balance  of  Europe,  in  which  they  had  all  a  pri¬ 
mary  concern,  and  England,  at  mod,  but  a  fecondary  one.  The 
fupplies  this  year  exceeded,  by  two  millions  and  a  half,  the  great- 
eft  annual  fum  that  was  raifed  during  the  reign  of  queen  Anne; 
and  the  Britifh  arms  at  this  time  were  defpifed  by  her  enemies! 
and  her  councils  ridiculed  throughout  Europe.  She  engaged  in 
blundering  negociations,  and  rafhly  entered  into  foreign  quarrels  : 
by  this  conduct  fhe  became  fantaltical,  pufillanimous,  and  Vain, 
which  occafioned  the  war  on  her  part  to  be  fpiritlefs,  ruinous,  and 
difhonourable. 
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to  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and  aim  oft  deftitute 
of  provifion  and  forage  :  this  created  a  ficknefs  and 
mortality  among  them,  by  which  they  were  confidei- 
ably  weakened.  The  French  troops  continued  in 
their  winter  quarters  till  April,  when  marfhal  Saxe 
declared,  that  he  would  convince  the  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  that  the  firft  care  of  a  prudent  general  is  to 
provide  for  the  health  and  prefervation  of  his  troops. 
The  French  began  their  operations  with  taking  the 
towns  ofSluys,  Sas-van-Ghent,  and  Hulft,  which  fo 
frightened  the  Dutch,  that  they  imagined  the  French 
we're  at  their  very  doors.  The  conquerors  fhewed  a 
defign  of  pufhing  forward,  by  preparing  to  invade 
Zealand  •,  but  this  fcheme  was  fruftrated  by  a  Britifh 
fquadron  deftined  to  aft  for  their  prefervation.  The 
Dutch  now  came  to  a  refolution  of  elefting  the  prince 
of  Orange  ftadtholder,  and  commencing  hoftilities. 
Mean  while  the  duke  of  Cumberland  took  poft  in 
order  to  cover  Bergen-op-zoom,  and  marfhal  Saxe 
threatened  to  beftege  Maeftricht,  which  the  allies  be- 
in0*  apprized  of,  haftened  to  its  relief,  and  this 
brought  on  the  battle  of  Laffelt,  or  Val,  which  was 
fought  on  the  21ft  of  June.  The  village  of  Laffelt 
was° attacked  by  theFrench  with  aftonifhing  intrepidi¬ 
ty, and  as  bravely  defended  by  the  allies  *,  it  was  thiee 
times  loft  and  won  with  prodigious  {laughter,  but 
at  length  the  French  infantry  poffeffed  it  by  fuperior 
numbers  *,  their  cavalry  was  next  brought^  to  action, 
and  the  Dutch  horfe  immediately  fled  oft  the  field, 
and  overthrew  the  rear  of  the  allies  *,  marfhal  Saxe, 
in  the  midft  of  this  confufion,  made  lo  vigo¬ 
rous  a  charge  with  his  cavalry,  that  he  fcparated  the 
allied  army  in  the  centre.  The  difpofition  of  the 
allies  was  fuch,  that  the  Auftrians  could  not  aft,  and 
the  defeat  was  nowexpedted  every  moment  to  be¬ 
come  total,  when  Sir  John  Ligonier  took  a  refoluti¬ 
on  of  facrificing  himfelf,  and  a  part  of  the  troops  to 
the  fafety  of  the  army  *,  he,  with  three  regiments  or 
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Britifh  dragoons,  and  fome  fquadrons  of  Imperial 
horfe,  attacked  the  whole  line  of  the  enemies  caval¬ 
ry  with  fuch  incredible  impetuofity  as  to  overthrow 
all  that  oppofed  him,  while  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
effected  a  tolerable  retreat  to  Maeftricht :  fome  of 
his  troops  got  fafe  to  that  town,  but  he  himfelf  was 
taken  by  a  French  carbineer.  The  allies  loft  at  leaft 
6000  men  ;  though  Ligonier’s  bravery  enabled  them 
to  carry  off  the  principal  part  of  their  cannon  *. 
However  they  refolved  to  cover  Maeftricht,  and, 
with  that  view,  they  crofted  the  Maefe.  But  Saxe’s 
defign  was  not  to  attack  this  fortrefs,  though  he 
amuled  the  allies  that  way  ;  he  detached,  on  a  fud- 
den,  count  Lov/endahl,  with  36,000  men,  to  befiege 
Bergen-op-zoom,  the  favourite  work  of  the  famous 
Coehorn,  and  fuppofed  to  be  an  impregnable  fortifi¬ 
cation.  The  governor,  old  baron  Cronftrom,  was 
fummoned  on  the  12th  of  July,  and  the  prince  of 
Saxe-Hilburghaufen  entered  the  lines  of  the  town 
with  twenty  battalions,  and  fourteen  fquadrons  for 
its  relief.  The  attention  of  all  Europe  was  fixed  on 
this  important  fiege,  which  was  carried  on  with  fur- 
prifing  alacrity,  and  the  place  as  bravely  defended, 
from  the  1 6th  day  of  July  to  the  15th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  the  fire  was  the  hotteft  that  ever  was  known  ; 
nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  fire,  fmoke,  and  flain, 
nothing  heard  but  the  unintermitting  roar  of  bombs 
and  cannon.  The  French  loft  an  incredible  number 
of  men,  but  Saxe  continued  to  fend  reinforcements. 


*  The  caufe  of  the  confederates  has  been  fhrewdly  fufpeded  to 
have  fuffered  through  the  ignorance  and  pride  of  the  commanders. 
On  the  eve  of  the  battle  marfhal  Bathiani,  the  Auftrian  general, 
defired  leave  to  attack  one  of  the  enemies  advanced  polls/  declar¬ 
ing  he  would  anfwer  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize;  but  the 
commander  alked  him  where  he  fliould  be  in  cafe  he  was  wanted, 
“  I  lhall  always  be  at  the  head  of  my  troops”  replied  Bathiani', 
and  retired  in  difguft.  As  to  the  difpofition,  it  is  certain  all  the 
allies  could  not  ad  ;  but  the  whole  of  the  French  force  was  ex¬ 
erted. 
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Cronftrom  believed  the  place  impregnable,  by  which 
he  was  lulled  into  a  falfe  fecurity.  He  has  been  ac~ 
cufed  of  treacheroufly  giving  up  the  town,  of  being 
indolent,  &c.  but  all  thefe  are  untrue ;  the  cafe  was 
different:  Lowendahl  was  informed  the  day  before  he 
made  the  affault,  that  there  were  two  fpies  from  the 
town  in  his  trenches,  he  went  diredtly  to  where  they 
were,  and  fwore  aloud,  that  the  two  breaches 
which  had  juft  been  made,  would  not  be  prafticable 
thefe  eight  and  forty  hours,  and  affefted  to  be  in  a 
great  pafilon  with  the  engineers  •,  then  he  gave  pri¬ 
vate  orders,  that  the  fpies  fhould  not  be  molefted. 
They  returned  to  Cronftrom,  and  told  him  what  had 
happened.  Lowendahl  refolved  to  attack  the  town 
that  night  •,  and  though  meffages  were  repeatedly 
brought  to  the  governor  of  the  enemies  advancing, 
he  believed  it  to  be  all  a  feint,  relying  on  the  intel¬ 
ligence  of  his  fpies  ;  or  it  is  certain  he  might  have 
prevented  the  French  from  entering  the  town  fo  foon 
as  they  did,  which  was  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  on  the  1 6th  of  September.  The  garrifon  were 
furprifed,  the  governor  was  afleep,  but  they  did  not 
ceafe  to  defend  the  town  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  and  a 
prodigious  (laughter  was  every  where  made,  till  at 
length,  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  retreated  to 
the  lines,  from  which  the  whole  army  fled  in  the 
utmoft  precipitation.  The  French  and  allies  now 
went  into  winter  quarters. 

In  Italy  the  French  were  not  fo  fuccefsful.  The 
Auftrians  laid  fiege  to  Genoa,  but  were  obliged  to 
raife  it.  Marfhal  Belleifle,  at  the  head  of  a  fine  French 
army,  entered  Italy,  and  his  brother  the  count  de 
Belleifle  attempted  to  enter  Piedmont  by  the  pafs 
of  Exiles;  but  the  Piedmonteze  had  thrown  up  in- 
trenchments  todifpute  his  paffage  ;  he  attacked  them, 
but  had  the  mortification  to  mifcarry,  and  in  mak¬ 
ing  another  effort  he  was  killed,  by  which  his  army 

was  difpirited  and  fled.  When  the  marfhal  was  in¬ 
formed 
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formed  of  his  brother’s  misfortune  he  retreated,  and 
the  campaign  ended  without  any  other  material 
event  happening. 

The  naval  tranfadtions  this  year  were  more  glo¬ 
rious  to  Great  Britain,  than  thofe  heretofore.  The 
French  equipped  two  fquadrons,  one  deftined  to  re¬ 
take  the  Britifh  conquefts  in  America,  and  the  other 
for  Afia.  The  Britifh  miniftry  having  advice  of  their 
intentions,  diredted  the  admirals  Anfon  and  War¬ 
ren  to  put  to  fea,  and  intercept  their  fleets,  and 
they  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  the  enemy, 
confiding  of  five  fhips  of  the  line,  ten  frigates,  and 
thirty  merchantmen  under  convoy.  Warren  advifed 
the  attack  with  fuch  wifdom  and  good  regulation,  that 
all  the  fhips  of  war  were  taken,  though  the  convoy  ef- 
caped,  which  he  could  not  prevent.  It  appeared  from 
the  prifoners  that  they  were  fhortly  to  have  feparated 
in  order  to  execute  the  defigns  before  mentioned,  and 
that  they  had  fome  treaiure  on  board.  The  brave 
captain  Grenville  of  the  Defiance  was  killed.  Mr. 
Anfon  was  made  a  lord,  though  the  vidtory  was  prin¬ 
cipally  owing  to  Mr  Warren,  who  received  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Bath.  About  this  time  the  government 
having  received  intelligence  that  the  French  Ameri¬ 
can  fleet,  amounting  to  near  two  hundred  and  fifty 
fail,  were  on  their  voyage  home,  they  lent  admiral 
Hawke  with  a  fleet  from  Plymouth  to  intercept 
them  :  he  efpied  them  off  cape  Finifterre,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  long  and  obflinate  fight,  in  which  the  French 
behaved  with  uncommon  bravery,  he  took  fix  fhips 
of  war. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  ioth  of  November, 
and  granted  a  fum  exceeding  eight  millions  for  the 
lervice  of  the  following  year  :  they  prohibited  the  in- 
furance  of  French  fhips,  and  trafficking  in  any  part 
of  the  French  dominions.  The  leffion  ended  in  May, 
1748,  and  the  king  embarked  to  vifit  his  German 


dominions. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1748,  all  the  belli- 
gerants  feemed  heartily  tired  of  the  war.  The  con¬ 
ferences  to  treat  on  peace  were  opened  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle.  The  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war 
were  extraordinary  ;  the  allies  hired  a  large  body  of 
Ruffians  to  affift  them  in  driving  the  French  out  of 
the  Netherlands  ;  but  the  French  laid  fiege  to 
Maeftricht,  and  after  carrying  on  their  operations  for 
eighteen  days  in  a  furious  manner,  the  place  furren- 
dered  ;  however  the  garrifon  obtained  the  honours  of 
war.  By  this  time  the  preliminaries  for  peace  were 
figned,  a  ceffation  of  arms  enfued,  and  the  Ruffians, 
after  they  had  marched  feven  hundred  miles,  were 
ordered  to  return  to  their  own  country  *. 

Admiral  Knowles  in  America  made  fome  attempts 
on  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  but  he  failed.  He  then  at¬ 
tacked  Port  Louis  in  Hifpaniola  and  took  it.  He 
cruized  for  the  Spanifh  plate-fleet,  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  it,  but  after  an  attack  of  a 
whole  day,  the  enemy  got  off,  without  permitting 
any  of  their  fhips  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh, 
for  which  Knowles  and  his  officers  charged  each 


*  Great  Britain  had  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  condud 
of  her  allies :  their  numerous  armies,  which  fhe  paid,  lay  for  the 
molt  part  inadive,  while  they  beheld  the  conqueits  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  They  were  cowardly  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  defeated,  when  there  was  the  faireft  profped  of 
their  gaining  the  vidory.  But  why  a  ceffation  of  arms  fhould 
at  this  time  be  agreed  upon,  is  matter  of  aftonifhment ;  when  their 
affairs  began  to  put  on  a  more  favourable  countenance,  and  the 
Ruffian  auxiliaries  would  have  given  the  fuperiority  in  the  field  : 
it  was  the  misfortune  of  the  allies,  that  their  minifters  negociated  as 
their  generals  fought.  If  France  had  not  lately  fuffered  in  her 
marine,  it  is  a  doubt,  in  the  opinions  of  many  intelligent  per- 
fon.s,  whether  fhe  would  have  confented  to  a  peace,  till  fhe  had 
further  purfued  her  advantages  in  the  Netherlands.  The  dL 
ftreffes  of  her  commerce  were  in  a  great  meafure  produdive  of  a 
famine,  which  at  this  time  overfpread  the  face  of  the  whole 
country,  and  reduced  the  people  in  many  principal  towns  to 
great  difficulties  for  provifions. 


other 
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other  with  mifconduck'  and  were  inflamed  with  the 
moil  rancorous  animofltv.  A  court-martial  was  held, 
at  which  Knowles,  with  two  of  his  captains  were 
cenfured.  Afterwards  captain  Powlet  had  a  blood- 
ids  encounter  with  him  •,  but  capt.  Innes  and  capt. 
Clarke,  meeting  by  appointment  in  Hyde-Park,  the 
former  was  killed.  Laft  year  admiral  Bofcawen  was 
.ei.t  to  tne  Eaft  Indies,  and  this  vear  he  had  fo  far 
retrieved  the  Britilh  aflairs  there,  as  to  be  able 
to  undertake  the  liege  of  Pondicherry,  the  French 
capital;  but  notwithftanding  all  his  vigilance  and 
bravery,  he  was  obliged  to  raife  the  iiege°  by  a  lick- 

nefs  among  his  troops,  and  the  grea°  rains  of  the 
monloon  feafon. 

By  this  time  the  minifters  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  af¬ 
ter  fome  warm  difputes,  figned  the  treaty  of  peace. 
The  contracting  powers,  the  kings  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Spain  and  Sardinia,  her  Imperial  tnajefty, 
the  Dutcn,  G anode  and  Modenezc,  agreed  that  the 
prifoners  on  all  fides  fhould  be  releafed  without  ran- 
iom,  and  all  conqudls  reftored.  The  duchies  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guaftalla,  to  be  ceded  '>3  a 
fettlement  to  the  infant  don  Philip,  and  his  male 
heirs  •,  but  in  cafe  of  his  becoming  king  of  Spain, 
or  oi  the  two  Sicilies,  thofe  duchies  fliould  then  re¬ 
vert  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain  was  to  reftore  Cape  Breton,  and  all  his  other 
conquefts  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies,  and  two  per- 
lons  ot  diftinfhon  were  to  be  fent  to  France  as  hof- 
tages,  until  thole  articles  were  fulfilled.  All  the 
contracting  powers  were  guarantees  to  the  kiivr  of 
Pruflia  for  Silefia  and  Glr.tz,  as  he  then  poflefled 
them,  and  likewife  to  her  imperial  maiefty  for  her 

hereditary  dominions,  according  to  the  pragmatic 
fanCtion.  Such  was  'the  fubftance  of  this  famous 
treaty,  wmch  occafloned^  great  difguft  in  England. 

ene- 
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fcould  brook  with.  The  reftitution  of  Louifbourg 
was  loudly  complained  againft  by  aim  oil  every  indi¬ 
vidual  *,  but  a  general  dillatisfadbon  arofe  among  the 
more  fenfibie  part  of  mankind,  on  perceiving  that  this 
definitive  treaty  left  the  right  of  Britifb  fubjecls  to 
navigate  in  the  American  leas,  without  fearch,  un- 
mentioned.  This  had  been  the  original  fource  of  all 
the  differences  between  Great-Britain  and  Spain  ; 
and  it  was  ft  range  that  the  firft  object  of  the  war 
Ihould  be  thus  forgot.  The  limits  of  Acadia,  or 
Nova  Scotia,  and  other  Britifh  colonies  in  America, 
were  alfo  left  unfettled  *,  but  they  were  referred  to 
the  decifion  of  commiffaries.  The  myftery  is  un¬ 
riddled  when  we  recoiled  that  as  foon  as  the  troubles 
in  the  empire  broke  out,  the  war  was  no  longer  con¬ 
cluded  on  Britifh  principles  :  and  this  accounts  tor 
the  vaft  blood  and  treafure  which  were  expended 
during  the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  for  the  public 
debts,  which  at  this  time  amounted  to  eighty 
millions  ! 

Though  Great  Britain  fecured  to  herfelf  no  ad¬ 
vantage  by  this  treaty,  yet  Holland  was  delivered 
from  "the  brink  of  a  French  invafion,  and  France 
had  a  golden  opportunity  for  recruiting  her  maritime 
.ftrength.  Count  Maurepas,  the  minifter  of  the  French 
marine,  had  fometime  ago  produced  a  plan  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  navy  of  France  more  formidable  than  thole 
of  England  and  Holland  united,  and  for  dripping 
the  Englifh  of  all  their  poffe Ikons  in  America  and 
Afia.  Fie  was  greatly  inclined  for  peace,  in  order 
to  put  his  favourite  plan  in  execution,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  that  .the  arguments  which  he  made  ufe  of, 
influenced  the  French  king  to  conclude  it  fooner 
than  he  otherwise  would  have  done.  As  foon  as 
peace  was  figned,  orders  were  immediately  given  for 
building  men  of  war  in  every  port  in  France.  At 
the  fame  time  a  number  of  artificers,  who  had  been 

impoliticly  difeharged  from  their  employments  un- 
1  '  '  der 
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der  the  government  in  England,  hearing  of  the  en¬ 
couragement  offered  in  France,  went  over  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  were  of  feafonable  a  finance  to  Maureras 
As  it  was  intended  to  difpoffefs  the  Englifh  of  their 
colonies  in  America,  the  Jndia'ns  in  that  country  were 
tampered  with,  and  by  fcveral  arts  and  allurements 
brought  over  to  the  intereft  of  the  French  ;  nay  fo 
flagrant  were  they  in  thefe  ads  of  debauchery, '  that 
three  pounds  .ftefling  were  offered  by  the  governor 
of  Canada,  for  every  Britiih  fcalp  that  fhould  be 
brought  in  by  a  Canadian.  - 

,  j he  treatf  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  it  was  ftipulated 
tnat  the  pretender  fhould  not  refide  in  the  French 
dominions  ;  and  the  French  king  gave  him  notice  of 

“  ’  b,ut,  tae  Pnnce  not  minding  this  warning  he  was 
leized  by  fome  troops,  and  fent  out  of  the  kingdom 
uiioer  a  guard.  It  was  not  till  this  time  that^ina 
Geoige  faw  himfelf  firmly  and  immoveably  feated 
on  the  throne ;  for  while  the  pretender  remained  in  the 

French  dominions,  it  was  the  lame  as  cherilhino-  that 
youth, _  and  opening  a  door  for  another  rebellion. 
For  this  purpole  it  was  ftipulated,  by  the  quadruple 
alliance,  made  in  1718,  ‘  That  neither  the  pretender 
nor  any  of  lus  defeendants,  fhould  be  allowed  to 
t  within  the  territories  belonging  to  any  of  the 
.  mbfcnbing  parties.’  And  this  article  was  inferred 
m  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle }  whereby  it  plainly 
appeared,  that  his  caule  was  now  abandoned  by 
al  the  ftates  of  Chnftendom.  This  compliment 
which  feemed  to  be  paid  to  the  king  of  Great! 
Britain,  was  an  excellent  mafic  of  the  chriftian  mo¬ 
narch  s  intentions.  He  had  formed  a  defign  of 
feizing  the  Hand  of  Tobago,  one  of  the  neutral 
lflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  had  aftually  bemm 
o  put  it  m  execution,  when  it  happened  to  be  tie - 

vfrfaiilesth°Ugh  “  ^  comPlaifancly  difowned  at 
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The  BritiPn  miniftry  formed  a  fcheme  for  making 
a  fettlement  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  it  was  peculiarly  ef- 
poufed,  with  uncommon  warmth,  by  the  earl  of 
Halifax,  who  pt  •efided  at  the  board  of  trade,  and,  in 
compliment  to  his  indefatigable  and  patriot  iervices 
on  this  occafion,  the  new  town,  founded  by  gover¬ 
nor  Cornwallis  on  the  colony,  was  called  Halifax, 
and  is  now  the  fineft  harbour  in  North  America. 
This  fcheme  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  the  French,  as 
this  country  was  the  firft  territory  which  they  in¬ 
tended  to  feize,  according  to  the  plan  of  Maurepas, 
by  which  it  was  confidered  as  a  neceflary  appendage 
to  Louifbourg.  They  remonftrated  againft  this  pro¬ 
ceeding,  declaring  that  the  limits  of  Acadia  had  not 
been  adjufted ;  that  they  fhould  be  relerred  to  com- 
miffaries,  and  in  the  mean  time  nothing  further  be 

clone.  .  r 

Before  the  parliament  met,  a  breach  happened^ 

in  the  royal  family.  It  was  fufpeded  the  prince  or 
Wales  had  been  deprived  of  certain  rights  belonging 
to  him,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  and  he  held  a 
court  of  ftanerv,  or  what  is  called  a  parliament,  in 
order  to  revive  thefe  claims  *,  which  had  they  been 
admitted,  would  greatly  have  augmented  his  intereft 
in  the  Cornifh  boroughs.  This  tranfadion  roufed  the 
jealoufy  of  the  adminiftration,  by  which,  for  a  feries 
of  years,  thefe  boroughs  had  been  confidered  as  de¬ 
pending  on  the  crown.  The  pretenfions  of  his  royal 
hiahnels  were  therefore  oppofed  by  the  whoie  weight 
of  the  miniftry.  His  fervants  now  joined  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  oppofition,  and  they  were  headed  by  the 
carl  of  Egmont,  Dr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Nugent,  who 
were  men  of  elocution  and  abilities,  but  not  equal  to 
thole  who  had  fhone  in  the  late  oppofition.  TTey 
numbered  among  their  adherents,  lord  Bolingbroke, 
who  rc Tided  at  Batterfea,  and  he  was  fufpeded  to  be 
the  fecret  counfellor  of  all  their  ad-ions  j  foi  he  Was 

yjfited  like  a  fainted  Ihrine,  and  frequent  confultations 

were 
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were  held  at  his  houfe.  The  minifterial  power  was 
at  this  time  managed  by  Mr.  Pelham  ;  he  was  afilSt- 
ed  by  Mr.  Murray,  folicitorrgeneral,  Mr.  Pitt,  pay¬ 
master  general,  and  other  gentlemen,  who  were  too 
powerful  for  the  opposition,  as  well  in  abilities  as 
numbers.  Upon  tiie  whole,  we  cannot  help  obferv- 
ing,  that  though  there  was  a  great  deal  of  acrimony 
vented  on  both  fiaes,  vet  when  we  dived  them  of 
this  declamation,  we  Shall  find  no  material  caule  for 
difagreement.  In  parliament  violent  difputes  arofe :  the 
Supplies  amounted  to  very  near  eight  millions,  which 
excited  great  difguft  among  the  people  without  doors. 
A  bill  pafied,  after  much  altercation,  which  Subjected 
all  half-pay  officers  to  the  martial  law,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  they  were  on  whole  pay.  A  new  mutiny- 
bill  was  introduced  and  pafied.  Both  thefe  bills, 
Several  Senfible  members  apprehended  were  encroach¬ 
ments  on  the  liberty  of  the  Engliffi  conftitution,  and 
tending  to  augment  the  influence  of  the  crown.  A 
bill  was  brought  in  for  limiting  the  term  of  a  foldier’s 
fervice  :  had  this  taken  place,  there  would  in  a  few 
years  have  been  fuch  a  rotation  of  foldiers  among  the 
common  people,  that  every  pealant  would  have  un- 
derftood  the  exercife  of  arms,  and  a  Handing  army 
have  become  unnecefiary ;  a  projeft  not  at  all  agree¬ 
able  to  the  administration,  for  obvious  reafons,  there¬ 
fore  it  was  poftponed  from  time  to  time,  and  at  length 
disappeared.  The  African  trade  being  in  a  declining 
State,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  extending  and  im¬ 
proving  this  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  but  it 
was  dropt  for  the  prefent.  This  was  alfo  the  fate  of 
a  refolution  for  opening  the  HudSon’s-bay  trade. 
Nothing  elfe  material  happened,  and  the  fefiion  end¬ 
ed  on  the  13th  of  June. 

England  at  this  time  was  infefted  by  foreigners, 
and  French  linens  were  in  great  faffiion  ;  but  the 
prince  of  Wales  forbid  all  his  fervants  wearing  any 
of  them,  and  lie  was  particularly  induftrious  in  en  ¬ 
couraging 
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cov^oing  all  manufalires  of  a  Britifh  production, 
by  which  he  ddervedly  gained  great  popularity.  A 
riot  happened  at  Oxford,  where  the  pretender’s  health 
was  drank  by  one  or  two  intoxicated  ftudents,  for 
which  the  whole  univerfity  was  malicioufly  iligma- 
tized  as  Jacobites,  and  their  addrefs  of  congratula¬ 
tion  to  the  king  on  the  peace  was  rejected  with  dif- 
dain.  Other  tu  mults  happened  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  particularly  at  Litchfield  races,  where 
fome  perfons  of  rank  were  infulted  as  apoitates,  and 
at  Briftol,  where  the  turnpikes  were  pulled  down. 

The  courts  of  France  and  Sweden  were  at  this 


time  very  clofely  connected,  at  which  the  emnrefs  of 
R  uffia  pretended  to  take  umbrage,  though  her  real 
deugn  was  no  other  than  to  add  the  province  of  Fin- 
la  r  1  to  her  empire,  and  fhe  actually  ordered  a  body 
of  troops  to  march  towards  it ;  but  the  king  of  P raf¬ 
fia  ftepping  into  the  breach  with  his  (landing  army, 
declared  he  would  attack  any  power  that  offered  to 
moled  the  government  of  Sweden  with  which  he  was 
allied,  and  this  produced  an  accommodation  between 
the  parties  •,  but  the  Czarina  never  forgave  the  king  of 
Pruffiafor  intermedling,  by  which  her  ambition  was 
difappointed.  He,  at  this  time,  was  alfo  meditating  on 
the  proper  means  of  eftablilhing  an  Afiatic  company 
at  Embden. 

On  the  1 6th  of  November  the  parliament  was  open¬ 
ed,  when  Sir  John  Hinde  Cotton  made  an  unfuccef- 
ful  motion,  that  in  their  addrefs  to  the  king,  the 
words,  no  fs arch,  fhould  be  inferted,  which  he  found¬ 
ed  on  a  vote  formerly  paffed  in  the  houfe,  implying, 
that  there  fhould  be  no -peace  while  any  part  of  the 
Weft  Indies  remained  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards.  The  intereft  on  the  national  debt  was  reduced 
in  the  following  manner-,  the  creditors  to  receive  four 
per  cent,  for  one  year,  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  for 

'  ’  after.  A  bill 

ritifh  herring 
fifltcry, 


feven  years,  ana  three  per  cent,  ever 
paffed  for  the  encouragement  or  the  B 
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fiinery,  of  which  the  prince  of  Wales  was  governor. 
Another  for  the  encouragement  of  the  growth  of 
filk  in  America,  and  for  the  regulating  the  African 
trade.  The  eledion  of  members  for  Weftminiter 
occafioned  much  difturbance.  The  candidates  were 
lord  Trentham  and  Sir  George  Vandeput  •,  the  latter, 
vigoroufly  fupported  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  and 
the  former  by  the  court,  who,  after  a  fevere  icruti- 
nv,  carried  their  point,  and  the  houle  obliged  Mr. 
Crowle,  one  of  Sir  George’s  council,  to  afk  pardon 
on  'his  knees,  for  committing  fome  illegal  practices 
during  the  election,  but  Mr.  Murray,  brother  to 
lord  Elibank,  who  refilled  to  do  the  fame,  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Newgate,  from  which,  as  foon  as  the  fdii- 
on  was  over,  he  v/as  conduded  by  the  Iheriffs  of 
London,  with  flags  and  ftreamers,  'amidfl:  the  accla¬ 
mations  of  the  people.  This  affair  revived  the  old 
and  idle  minifterial  clamour,  that  a  man  could  not  be 
attached  to  the  heir  apparent,  and  cenfure  the  admi- 
niffration  without  being  dilaffccfed  to  the  kinm  The 
feiiion  clofed  on  the  12th  of  April,  and  the  kino-  pro¬ 
ceeded  diredly  to  Iffanover.  r:’  1 

1  wo  fmall  fhocks  of  an  earthquake  were  felt  in 
London,  at  the  beginning  of  the  months  of  Febru- 
.,ry  and  Maich,  iy^o,  which  tertibly  alarmed  the 
inhabitants,  and  a  third  was  erroneoufly  predicted  by 
a  life-guard  man,  wlncn  frightened  them  (till  more. 
In  May  an  infedious  diffemper  broke  out  in  Newgate* 
which,  by  the  pritbners,  was  brought  into  the  Teffi- 
ons  room  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  proved  fatal  to  two 
judges,  the  lord  mayor,  and  many  others. 

The  differences  with  Spain  were  compromifed  by  a 
treaty  figned  in  Odobcr,  by  which  the  fouth  fea  com¬ 
pany  obtained  100,001].  by  way  of  indemnification 
for  their  claims  on  the  Spanifh  crown  ;  but  nothin.' 
was  mentioned  concerning  the  fearching  of  Britifh 
fhips  on  the  high  Teas,  though,  as  we  have  obferved 
this  was  the  original  fource  of  ail  the  differences.  The 

king’s 
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king's  view  in  going  abroad  was  to  get  the  arch-duke 
Joieph,  fon  to  the  emperor,  defied  king  ol  the  Ro¬ 
mans  :  large  fubfidies  were  offered  to  the  electors  of 
Cologne,  Mentz  and  Saxony,  and  one  actually  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  eleflor  of  Bavaria,  amounting  to  40,000  L 
per  ann.  who  promifed  his  vote,  and  6000  men,  to 
a£l  as  affairs  required. 

When  the  Britifh  houfe  of  parliament  met  they  ex¬ 
claimed  againft  this  treaty,  as  well  as  that  with  Spain, 
and  found  great  fault  with  both,  but  nothing  mate¬ 
rial  was  done  ♦,  the  lupplies  exceeded  five  millions  in 
this  time  of  public  tranquility. 

On  the  20th  ofMarch  1751,  Frederic  prince  of  Wales 
died  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age,  of  a  pleuritic  difor- 
der,  in  confequence  of  a  cold  which  he  had  caught 
in  the  gardens  at  Kew.  This  event  overwhelmed 
the  kingdom  with  grief  and  coniternation.  lde  had 
been  the  patron  of  all  polite  arts,  the  conftant  friend 
of  merit,  and  the  general  promoter  of  commerce.  He 
was  benevolent,  generous,  liberal,  candid,  and  hu¬ 
mane.  Fie  underftood  the  coniiitution  of  Great 
Britain,  was  warmly  attached  to  its  filtered,  and  fin- 
cerely  dilpofed  to  affert  the  rights  of  mankind.  In 
his  private  character  he  was  a  virtuous  and  affeflio- 
nate  hulband,  a  fond  parent,  and  a  kind  mailer  *. 

Imme- 


*  Though  he  had  a  large  family,  and  kept  a  fplendid  court, 
yet  his  ceconomy  was  furpriling,  and  the  private  debt,  .  which  lie 
left  behind  him,  was  found  to  be  lefs  than  it  was -in  general 
imagined.  A  few  days  before  his  death  he  embraced  his  eldefl 
fon  with  great  tendernefs,  and  uttered  this  remarkable  expreflion, 
‘c  Come,  Georpe,  let  us  be  good  friends,  while  we  are  fufFered 
“  to  be  fo.”  He  owned  himfelf  to  be  an  admirer  of  that  maxim, 
which  fays,  4  a  monarch’s  glory  is  infeparably  conneded  with  the 
happinefs  of  his  people.’  This  fentiment,  which  is  truly  .con¬ 
fident  with  the  genius  of  the  Britifh  nation,  could  not  fail  of 
raining  him  the  warm  affeftion  of  almod  every  individual.  His 
conduct,  generofity,  -and  virtue  endeared  him  to  the  people;  they 
had  lono-  feen  a  great  number  of  meafures  taken,  which  were  in- 
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Immediately  after  his  death  a  regency  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  confiding  of  the  princefs  dowager,  in  cale  the 

crown 

fringments  on  their  pr  »■  ;  the  extenfive  influence  of  the  c - , 

the  flagrant  afts  of  corruption  among  the  fervants  of  the  c - , 

the  many  obftacles  induflrioufly  thrown  into  the  way  of  every 

fcheme  offered  to  vindicate  the  independency  of  p - s,  were 

like  fo  many  attacks  on  the  bulwarks  of  the  conflitution  ;  and  they 
faw,  that  their  liberties  could  never  be  fo  firmly  eftablifhed,  as  by 
the  power  and  influence  of  a  patriot  king.  But  what  will  render 
his  royal  highnefs’s  memory  dear  to  Britifh  poflerity,  is  a  flrong 
teflimony,  which  he  gave  of  his  patriotic  intentions  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  declaration,  which  he  caufed  to  be  made  to  the  principal  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  oppofition.  ^ 

“  His  royal  highnefs  has  authorifed  lord  T.  and  Sir  F.  D.  to  give  ^  J 
the  moll  poiitive  aflurances  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  oppofition,  of  ^  gr  1 
his  upright  intentions  :  that  he  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  \ 
diftrefles  and  calamities  that  have  befel,  and  everv  day  are  more 


/  J  /  -  -  — 

likely  to  befal  this  country  ;  and  therefore  invites  all  well-wiffiers 
to  this  country,  and  its  conflitution,  to  coalite  and  unite  with 
him,  and  upon  the  following  principles  only. 

His  royal  highnefs  promifes,  and  will  declare  it  openly,  that  it 
is  his  intention  to  totally  abolifh  any  diftinftions,  for  the  future, 
of  parties;  and  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power, and  as  foon  as  it  does  lie 
in  his  power,  to  take  away  for  ever,  all  profeription  from  any  fet 
of  men  whatever,  who  are  friends  to  the  conflitution  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  will  promote  for  the  prefent,  and  when  it  is  in  his  power  will 
immediately  grant, 

Fir  A,  A  bill  to  empower  all  gentlemen  to  aft  as  juftices  of  peace, 
paying  land-tax  for  300 1.  perann.  in  any  county  where  he  intends 
to  ferve. 

Secondly,  His  royal  highnefs  promifes,  in  like  manner, ^to  fup- 
port,  and  forthwith  grant,  whenever  he  fhall  have  it  in  his  power, 
a  bill  to  create  and  eflablifh  ,a  numerous  and  efleftual  militia 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

Thirdly,  his  royal  highnefs  promifes,  in  like  manner,  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  fupport,  and  likewife  grant,  when  it  is  in  his  power,  a 
bill  to  exclude  all  military  officers  in  the  land  fervice,  under  the 
degree  of  colonels  of  regiments,  and  in  the  fea-fcrvice,  under  the 
degree  of  rear-admirals,  from  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Fourthly,  his  royal  highnefs  promifes  that  he  will,  when  in 
his  power,  grant  inquiries  into  the  gre-it  numbers  of  abufesin  of¬ 
fices,  and  does  not  doubt  of  the  affiflance  of  all  honefl  men,  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  correft  the  fame  for  the  future. 

4 
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crown  fliould  devolve  on  any  of  her  fons,  a  minor, 
under  eighteen  years  of  age.  The  parliament  alfo 

allowed 


Fifthly,  his  royal  highnefs  promifes,  and  will  openly  declare, 
that  he  will  make  no  agreement  with,  or  join  in  the  fupport  of 
any  adminiftration  whatever,  without  previoufly  obtaining  the 
above-mentioned  points  in  behalf  of  the  people,  and  for  the  fake 
of  good  government.  Upon  thefe  conditions,  and  thefe  conditions 
only,  his  royal  highnefs  thinks  he  has  a  right  not  to  doubt  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  moil  cordial  fupport,  from  all  thofe  good  men,  who  mean 
their  country  and  this  conilitution  well,  and  that  they  will  become 
his,  and  his  family’s  friends,  and  unite  with  him  to  promote  the 
good  government  of  this  country ;  and  that  they  will  follow  him, 
upon  thefe  principles,  both  in  court,  and  out  of  court;  and  if  he 
ftiould  live  to  form  an  adminiilration,  it  frail  be  compofed,  with¬ 
out  diitimfti'on,  of  men  of  dignity,  knowledge,  and  probity.  His 
royal  highnefs  farther  promifes,  to  accept  of  no  more,  if  of¬ 
fered  to  him,  than  800,000 1.  for  his  civil  lift,  byway  of  rent 
charge. 


Anf-jcer  to  the  propcfah 

The  lords  and  gentlemen  to  whom  a  paper  has  been  communi¬ 
cated,  containing  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince’s  gracious  intenti¬ 
ons,  upon  feveral  weighty  and  important  points,  of  the  greateft 
confequence  to  the  honour  and  interef  of  his  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  reftoring,  and  perpetuat¬ 
ing  the  true  ufe  and  defign  of  parliament  ;  the  purity  of  our  excel¬ 
lent  conftitution,  and  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the  whole  na¬ 
tion,  do,  therein,  with  the  greateft  fatisfadtion  obferve,  and  molt 
gratefully  acknowledge,  the  upi  ightnefs  and  generofty  of  his  roy¬ 
al  highnefs’s  noble  fentiments  and  refolutions.  And  therefore  beg 
leave  to  return  their  mof  dutiful  and  humble  thanks  for  the  fame, 
and  to  afiiire  his  royal  highnefs  that  they  would  conftantly  and 
fteadily  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  fupport  thofe  his  wife  and 
falutary  purpofes,  that  the  throne  may  be  (Lengthened,  religion 
and  morality  encouraged,  faction  and  corruption  deftroyed,  the 
purity  and  eftence  of  parliament  reftored,  and  the  happinefs  and 
welfare  of  our  conftitution  preferved. 

When  this  anfvver  was  re  mined  to  the  prince,  there  were  pre¬ 
sent,  "  m 

The  duke  of  B6Ufe/*i  Sir  Wat.  Wil. 


The  earl  of  Sir  John  H.  C 

The  carl  of  T.  ~  Sir  Walter  B s\tyOlr~ 

The  earl  of  Wtjlti*  Sir  Robert  GJlcrf  A 

The  earl  of  Su+A/ricrfAMr.  F<\  ^<X  (\  l  Hfy 
Lord  Fattif  Mr.  P.f  cru/’ljL^ 

Lord  W Cuiusim  Mr.  QxrrrfLC  ' 


*  A  few  months  before  the  prince  of  Wales  died,  a  printed 
paper  appeared,  intitled,  “  Conftitutional  queries,  earneftly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  ferious  confideration  of  every  true  Briton,”  in- 
fmuating,  that  the  power  which  a  royal  perfonage  had  in  the 
army  was  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  his  elder  brother,  and 
his  family.  The  houfe  of  commons  deemed  it  a  libel,  and  or¬ 
dered  it  to  be  burned  :  in  the  month  of  January  a  reward  was  of¬ 
fered  for  difcovering  the  author,  but  he  was  never  pofitively  known, 
though  fuppofed  to  be  a  member  of  note, 
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allowed  a  council  of  regency,  of  which  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  was  one,  after  a  fharp  conteft.  The 
reader  is  to  obferve,  that  his  royal  highnefs  was  at 
this  time  extremely  popular,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
army.  In  the  courle  of  the  debate  the  hiftory  of 
England  was  ranfacked,  to  fhew  inftances  of  royal 
uncles  and  regents  having  injured  their  fovereigns,and 
diftreffed  the  government  by  their  pride,  cruelty, 
and  ambition.  The  charafters  of  John  Lackland, 
and  John  of  Ghent,  Humphrey  and  Richard  dukes 
of  Gloucefter,  were  particularly  pointed  out  with  ap¬ 
plications  *.  The  earl  of  Macclesfield  promoted,  and 
at  length  effected  a  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  flyle. 
On  the  25th  of  June  the  feffion  was  clofed. 

The  defign  of  elefting  the  archduke  Jofeph  king 
of  the  Romans,  was  revived  in  Germany.  The  elec¬ 
tors  of  Saxony  and  Palatine  were  procured  to  vote  in 
his  favour  at  a  great  expence,  the  principal  part  of 
which  was  paid  by  England,  though,  in  reality,  fhe 
had  no  bufinefs  with  the  affair  ;  but  the  kings  of 
Pruffia  and  France  oppofed  this  meafure  *,  nay,  the 
former  openly  declared  fhe  was  an  officious  cabal, 
and  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  ot 
Germany. 

In  order  to  decide  the  difputed  claims  of  the  En- 
glifh  and  French  to  different  parts  of  North  America, 
commiffaries  met  at  Paris.  The  French  by  falfe 
maps,  and  other  arts  of  delufion,  endeavoured  to  mif- 
reprefent  the  fituation  of  the  countries.  They  pro- 
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duced  fpurious  fafts  in  fupport  of  their  claims,  urg¬ 
ed  many  artful  objections  to  thofe  of  the  Englifh,  and 
in  fine,  fpun  out  the  conferences  by  cavilling  and 
chicanery.  They  would  have  confined  the  limits  of 
Acadia,  or  Nova  Scotia,  within  the  compafs  of  a 
fmail  ifthmus,  which  in  fad  did  not  contain  much 
more  than  half  the  lawful  territory.  They  built  forts 
on  each  fide  of  the  neck  of  the  ifthmus,  in  or- 
der  to  prevent  the  Englifh  from  extending  their  fet- 
tlements,  and  fome  afts  of  hoflillty  were  committed 
by  the  French  troops,  and  neutrals,  who  deftroyed 
the  little  town  of  Dartmouth  near  Halifax  ;  but  they 
were  at  length  driven  out  of  that  neighbourhood  by 
major  Lawrence.  The  court  of  Verfailles  did  not  at 
this  time  think  proper  to  countenance  thefe  open 
breaches  of  their  public  faith  ;  and  orders  were  fent 
to  defift  for  the  future  •,  yet  the  Englifh  permitted 
them  to  keep  pofleffion  of  their  forts,  though  the 
building  of  them  were  flagrant  ads  of  depredation. 

About  the  middle  of  November  the  parliament 
met,  and  were  pretty  unanimous  *,  the  government 
purchafed  the  charter  of  the  African  company,  and 
that  trade  was  appointed  to  be  carried  on  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  merchants  of  London,  Briftol,  and  Liver¬ 
pool.  The  fupplies  did  not  reach  four  millions.  The 
truilees  of  Georgia  finding  themfelves  unable  to  fup¬ 
port  that  colony,  furrendered  it  to  the  king.  The 
only  debate  was  on  a  motion  to  addrefs  the  king, 
not  to  enter  into  any  fubfidary  treaties  with  foreign 
princes,  which  are  fo  burthenfom  to  this  nation ;  it 
was  defended  and  oppofed  by  the  belt  orators  in 
both  houfes,  but  at  length  was  dropt  without  a  di- 
vifion.  On  the  26th  of  March  the  feflion  doled,  and 

foon  after  the  kina;  fet  out  for  Hanover. 

/ 

This  year  was  diltinguifhed  by  the  death  of  Hen¬ 
ry  St.  John,  lord  vifcount  Bolingbroke  He  was 
naturally  inconflant,  and  loofe  in  his  principles,  but 
had  the  moft  engaging  manners.  He  was  the  beft 

political 
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political  writer  that  ever  appeared  in  England  ;  when 
he  attacked  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  as  he  often  did,  he 
turned  him  into  the  ftrongeft  ridicule,  and  expofed, 
in  the  moft  glaring  light,  the  defpicable  abilities  of 
that  minifter’s  underftrappers  his  connexions  gave 
him  the  beft  intelligence  of  the  tranfadions  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  the  courts  in  Europe,  and  his  very 
eminent  abilities  were  extolled  to  the  world  by  Mr. 
Pope,  and  other  fine  writers,  who  were  considered 
to  be  at  the  head  of  polite  literature.  The  fpirit  of 
the  oppofition  was  greatly  damped  by  the  death  of 
the  prince  of  Wales,  and  this  nobleman.  There  now 
appeared  among  the  great  very  few  to  cherifh  arts, 
learning  or  tafte,  which  had  very  few  patrons  from  this 
time  to  the  conclufion  of  the  reign,  except  fome  of  the 

remains  of  the  prince’s  friends  ;  for  as  to  the  m- _ 

and  the  other  engrofiers  of  the  r - favour,  they 

were  dead  to  every  l'park  of  that  public  fpirit  and 
virtue,  which  fo  greatly  adorns  a  nation  in  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  protedion  of  literature  and  fcience. 

A  difpute  broke  out  between  the  eledors  of  Ha¬ 
nover  and  Brandenburg,  concerning  the  principality 
or  Eaft-Friefland,  to  which  both  parties  laid  claim  •, 
but  the  eledor  of  Brandenburgh  being  in  pofleffion, 
refufed  to  fubmit  the  difpute  to  any  umpire.  He, 
at  this  time,  charged  the  Britifii  miniftry  with  having 
feized  feveral  of  his  trading  vefiels,  and  in  return  he 
flopped  the  payment  of  the  Silefian  loan-,  but  his 
objedions  on  this  point,  were  all  refuted,  and  he 
thought  proper  to  continue  the  payment  of  the  loan. 
The  eledion  of  a  king  of  the  Romans  was  (till  a  fa¬ 
vourite  objed  of  his  Britannic  majelly  and  the  em- 
prefs  queen,  but  it  met  with  a  number  of  obftacles  : 
the  king  of  Prufiia  was  thought  to  afpire  at  the  im¬ 
perial  dignity  himlelf,  and  the  whole  defign  proved 
abortive. 

Some 
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Some  murmurings  alfo  broke  out  in  the  princefs 
dowager’s  court,  particularly  among  thofe  to  whom 
the  education  of  the  prince  had  been  committed, 
and  foon  after  the  king’s  arrival  from  Hanover, 
which  was  on  the  1 8  th  of  November,  the  earl  of 
Harcourt,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  to  his 
rojal  highnefs,  and  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  who  was 
his  preceptor,  both  refigned  their  places,  upon  which 
the  former  vacancy  was  fupplied  by  the  earl  of  Wald- 
grave,  and  the  latter  by  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  - 

The  parliament  met  on  the  1  ith  of  January,  1753, 

when  the  earl  of  E - ,  and  other  fenfible  members, 

made  great  objedion  to  thofe  words  in  the  addrefs, 
which  complimented  his  majefty  on  his  wifdom  in 
conducing  foreign  affairs  :  they  fpoke  with  great  vi¬ 
vacity  againft  continental  connexions,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  expofe  the  weaknefs  and  folly  of  the  whole 
fyftem  of  foreign  meafures  *,  but  the  addrefs  was 
carried  without  fuch  amendment.  After  that,  a 
much  fharper  and  more  diftinguifhed  conteft  hap¬ 
pened  on  a  bill  which  was  fupported  and  paffed  by 
the  courtiers,  for  naturalizing  the  Jews,  though  the 
city  of  London  petitioned  againft  it,  and  there  was 
the  greateft  probability,  that  under  this  indulgence, 
the  kingdom  would  be  deluged  with  brokers  and 
ufurers,  who  might  purchafe  lands,  and  acquire  an 
intereft  in  the  legiflature,  to  the  endangering  the 
conftitution  and  the  church.  The  next  fubjed  of 
debate  was  an  ad,  which  alfo  paffed  into  a  law,  to 
prevent  clandeftine  marriages  *,  the  contents  of  which 
are  well  known,  and  univerfally  allowed  to  be  worthy 
of  its  framers.  The  minifter  ftrongly  promoted  the 
bill,  but  the  members  were  in  general  divided,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  real  fentiments,  and  not  as  ufual  by 
a  political  diftindion.  The  objedions  were,  that 
it  would  damp  the  fpirit  of  love  and  propagation  5 
prejudice  pofterity  and  population,  by  promoting 
mercenary  matches,  which  would  ruin  domeftic  hap- 
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pinefs,  and  alfo  be  the  means  of  engrofling  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  kingdom  among  the  rich  and  great ; 
that  it  would  encourage  a  lawlefs  commerce  between 
the  fexes,  and  greatly  leffen  the  number  of  mar¬ 
riages,  and  finally  iubjedt  the  poor  to  many  incon¬ 
veniences  and  extraordinary  expence,  befides  throw-  7 
ing  an  additional  power  into  the  hands  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor.  Certain  it  is  a  great  number  of  clandeftine 
matches  had  been  made  in  the  fleet,  and  other 
places,  to  the  fcandal  of  the  nation  and  fociety  :  but 
after  all,  this  adt  may  be  eluded  by  a  trip  to  Scot¬ 
land,  which  has  often  been  done  fince  it  pafled. 

A  Bill  pafled  for  purchafing  by  lottery  the  mufeum 
of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  with  the  Harleian  collection, 
and  Cottonian  library,  which  were  all  depofited  in 
Montague-Houfe,  and  are  fubjefted  to  view,  under 
certain  reftriftions,  and  exhibit  the  mod  illuftrious 
monument  of  national  tafte  and  liberality.  The 
public  debt  at  this  time  amounted  to  74,368,451k 
and  the  fupplies  to  2,132,707k  The  fefiion  clofed 
on  the  7th  of  June. 

On  the  continent  the  affairs  of  Eaft-Friefland  con¬ 
tinued  ftill  to  be  a  matter  of  difpute.  With  regard 
to  the  Britifh  affairs  we  muff  obi'erve,  that  the  con¬ 
ferences,  which  had  fome  time  fince  been  opened  at 
Paris,  concerning  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  now 
broke  up.  The  French  commiflaries  did  nothing  but 
cavil,  and  endeavour  to  elude  our  pretenfions  by  other 
arts  of  procraftination,  till  they  had  gained  time  to 
prepare,  and  commence  open  hoftilities  with  a  pro- 
fpedt  of  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time  fome  wandering  dealers, belonging 
to  the  Britifh  colonies  in  North  America, who  had  tra¬ 
velled  over  the  Allegeney  mountains, difcovered  a  fine, 
healthy,  and  fruitful  country,  with  many  navigable  ri¬ 
vers, the  principal  of  which  was  called  the  Ohio.  It  was 
judged,  as  we  were  the  firft  fettlers  on  this  coaft,  that 
we  had  a  right  to  the  inland  country,  and  in  this  opini- 


1753  (  u6  ) 

on,  a  company  of  traders  obtained  a  charter  for  a 
large  trad  of  this  land,  encouraged  by  the  advantages 
ariiing  from  an  Indian  trade.  Now  began  to  flioot 
forth  the  feeds  of  another  difpute,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  lain  unobferved :  this  was  concerning  the  right 
to  the  river  Ohio.  The  French  pretended  to  have 
been  the  firft  difcoverers  of  the  Miftifippi,  and  there¬ 
fore  claimed  the  whole  adjacent  country,  eaft  and 
weft :  thus  the  right  of  the  Indians,  who  were  the 
lawful  inheritors,  was  confidered  as  nothing.  But 
to  underftand  the  nature  of  this  difference,  we  are 
to  obferve,  that  the  French  had  no  communication 
with  Canada,  but  by  a  long  and  dangerous  paffage 
up  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  which  is  open  but  half 
the  year  *,  and  Canada  extending  a  great  way  into  the 
continent,  becomes  contiguous  to  feveral  fine  lakes, 
which  border  on  the  back  of  the  Britifh  fettlements, 
by  which  we  traded  with  the  Indians  *,  therefore  they 
conceived  an  opinion,  that  if  they  could  unite  Ca¬ 
nada  with  Louifiana,  another  colony  which  borders 
on  the  Miftifippi,  and  open  a  free  communication 
between  them,  by  means  of  the  lakes  and  rivers, 
which  are  conveniently  fituated  for  that  purpofe;  they 
Ihould  have,  from  the  mouths  of  the  Miftifippi,  as 
eafy  and  direcSt  an  intercourfe  with  Europe,  as  the 
Englifh.  To  execute  this  defign,  they  feized  on  the 
whole  territory  which  lies  between  thefe  two  colonies, 
and  began  to  ereft  forts,  in  order  to  fecure  this  ille¬ 
gal  capture.  Thefe  forts  were  fo  fituated,  as  to  form 
a  curve  line,  and  hem  in  all  the  Britifh  fettlements, 
by  being  on  their  backs,  ferving  at  the  fame  time  to 
exclude  them  from  all  communication  with  the  Indi¬ 
ans  ;  and  this  fcheme  was  further  improved,  by  a 
project  to  invade  different  parts  of  the  Britifh  colo¬ 
nies,  which  was  actually  put  in  execution  ;  and  by 
continuing  to  increafe  their  power  till  they  were  for¬ 
midable  enough,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  intended 
to  extirpate  the  Englifh  from  the  whole  coafb  This 
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defign  which  had  been  at  leaft  half  a  century  in  agi¬ 
tation,  was  not  difcovered  by  the  Englifh  till  this 
time,  when  the  enemy  drove  off  the  new  fettlers, 
and  commenced  hoftilities  againft  the  province  of 
Virginia. 

On  the  1 5th  of  November,  the  parliament  met ; 
when  after  providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate, 
which  exceeded  2,797,9161.  A  motion  was  made 
in  both  houfes  for  repealing  the  Jew  bill ;  which  was 
complied  with,  and  the  whole  aft  of  naturalization 
was  repealed.  Every  corner  of  the  kingdom  had  re¬ 
founded  with  reproach  againft  the  miniftry  for  enforc¬ 
ing  this  aft  ;  and  it  was  fhrewdly  fufpefted  that  the 
tv/o  brothers  in  the  adminiftration,  trembled  at  the 
proipeft  of  thofe  conlequences,  which  this  clamour 
might  occafion  at  the  general  eleftion,  as  this  was 
the  laft  feffion  of  the  prefent  parliament.  So  eager 
were  the  minifters  to  repeal  this  unpopular  aft,  that 
it  was  little  lefs  than  diverting,  to  obferve  the  hurry 
and  precipitation  with  which  they  went  about  it. 
Nothing  elfe  material  was  done,  and  the  parliament 
was  diiTolved  at  the  beginning  of  April  1754. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  1754,  died  Mr.  Pelham, 
the  minifter :  however,  before  his  death,  he  had  laid 
down  the  meafures  for  fecuring  a  majority  at  the  en- 
fuing  eleftion  of  a  new  parliament,  and  his  plan  was 
faithfully  followed  by  his  friends  and  adherents,  who 
ftill  engrofted  great  part  of  the  adminiftration  :  not- 
withftanding  it  was  refolved  to  keep  matters  in  the 
fame  channel  as  Mr.  Pelham  intended  them,  yet 
fome  how  a  few  perfons  were  taken  into  the  admini¬ 
ftration,  who  belonged  to  a  party  which  was  far  from 

being  agreeable  to  the  remains  of  the  old  m - -ry  * 

and  here  lay  the  foundation  for  all  that  clamour  and 
dilpute  which  broke  out  two  years  after.  It  was 
generally  thought  that  the  leading  man  of  this  party, 
intended  to  work  out  the  old  fervants  of  the  crown, 
in  order  to  make  way  for  a  more  uniform  fyftem  j  but 

Q.  the 
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the  reader  will  be  enabled  to  judge  more  clearly  by 
perufing  the  domeftic  difputes  of  the  three  following 
years.  The  changes  were,  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  firfl; 
lord  of  the  treafury,  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  fecretary 
of  date,  Mr.  Legge  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
Mr.  George  Grenville  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Townfhend  a  commiffioner  of  the  board 
of  admiralty. 

A  warm  difpute  on  the  almoft  forgotten  fubjedls 
of  privelege  and  prerogative  broke  out  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year,  between  the  government  and  the 
Irifh  houfe  of  commons,  whether  the  latter  had  a 
right  to  apply  the  furplus  of  their  revenue  towards 
national  purpofes,  without  acknowledging  the  con- 
fentof  their  fovereign.  They  had  in  the  year  1749, 
a  balance  in  their  hands  of  205,000k  which  had  been 
faved  in  their  treafury,  part  of  which  the  attorney- 
general,  who  afts  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
moved  fhould  be  applied  towards  the  difcharge  of 
the  national  debt:  accordingly  a  bill  was  brought  in, 
but  in  the  preamble  *  there  was  no  mention  made  of 
“  his  majefty’s  previous  confent,”  which  it  had  been 
cuftomary  to  do  in  palling  the  Irifh  money  bills. 
The  friends  of  the  prerogative  in  England,  took  great 
offence  at  this  method  of  appropriating  the  money  *, 
they  affirmed  that  the  Irifh  houfe  of  commons  had  no 
right  to  apply  any  part  of  the  unappropriated  re¬ 
venue,  without  gaining  and  acknowledging  the  pre¬ 
vious  confent  of  the  crown,  in  the  moft  explicit  terms. 
In  the  feffion  of  parliament  held  in  the  year  1751, 

the 


*  The  preamble  ran  in  thefe  words,  “  Whereas  on  the  25th 
of  March  lafl,  a  confiderable  balance  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  vice- treafurer,  or  receiver-general,  of  the  kingdom,  op  their 
deputy  or  deputies,  unapplied;  and  it  will  be  for  your  majedy’s 
lervice,  and  for  the  eafe  oi  your  faithful  fubjedts  in  this  kingdom, 
that  fo  much  thereof  as  can  be  conveniently  fpared,  Ihould  be 
p;pd  agreeable  to  your  majefty’s  moft  gracious  intentions,  in  dih 
charge  of  part  of  the  national  debt.’’ 
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the  duke  ofDorfet,  who  was  lord  lieutenant,  told  the 
houfe,  that  his  majefty  had  gracioufly  confented  and 
recommended  it  to  them,  that  fuch  part  of  the 
money  then  remaining  in  his  treafury,  as  fhould  be 
thought  confident  with  the  public  fervice,  be  ap¬ 
plied  towards  the  further  reduction  of  the  national 
debt.  The  commons,  who  were  zealous  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  privileges,  were  greatly  alarmed  at 
this  declaration  ;  and  in  their  addrels  of  thanks, 
which,  like  the  Britifh  parliament,  is  generally  the 
echo  of  the  fpeech,  made  no  mention  of  his  majedy’s 
confent.  They  propofed  a  bill  for  applying  1 20,000k 
of  the  furplus  towards  difcharging  the  national  debt 
but  in  the  preamble  made  no  mention  of  his  majefty’s 
confent.  As  the  Irilh  afts  are  revifed  by  the  Englifh 
government,  before  they  pals  into  law,  the  words, 
tc  by  his  majefly’s  previous  confent,”  were  added  at 
the  council  board  in  London,  where  this  purpofed 
omiffion  gave  great  offence,  and  where  it  was  con- 
ftrued  into  a  wilful  encroachment  on  the  prerogative  : 
with  this  amendment  tl^e  bill  was  fent  back  to  Ireland, 
and  the  houle  of  commons  being  at  this  time  deeply 
engaged  in  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a  fervant 
of  the  crown  and  member  of  their  houfe,  they 
allowed  the  bill  to  pafs  with  the  alteration,  that  they 
might  not  be  interrupted  *.  In  1754,  the  duke  of 
Dorfet,  when  he  opened  the  feffion,  repeated  the  ex- 
preffion  of  his  majefty’s  gracious  confent,  in  men¬ 
tioning  the  furplus  of  the  public  money  ;  but  the 
commons  in  their  addrefs  omitted  that  word  ;  and 
feemed  refolved  to  fink  it  as  odious ;  for  in  their  bill 
of  application  they  omitted  the  expreffion  of  grate- 

Q^2  ful 


*  This  gentleman  was  accufed  of  having  mifapplied  a  large 
fumof  the  public  money,  which  he  had  been  entruiled  with,  for 
rebuilding  or  repairing  the  barracks  ;  and  being  at  length  con- 
vided  of  this  fad,  he  was  ordered  to  make  the  barracks  fit  for 
the  reception  of  the  troops  at  his  own  cxpence. 
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ful  acknowledgement,  which  was  abating  in  their 
compliance,  in  return  for  the  cold  reception  they  had 
met  with.  The  conteft  had  by  this  time  kindled  up 
two  violent  factions,  and  a  fpirit  of  refentment 
feemed  to  have  diffufed  itfelf  throughout  the  whole 
Irilh  nation.  The  committee  who  prepared  this  laft 
bill,  avoided  the  ufual  compliments  in  the  preamble, 
and  only  inferted  a  plain  recital  of  fadts,  in  which 
naked  manner  they  fent  it  over  to  England.  But  the 
miniltry,  who  were  determined  to  vindicate  the  pre¬ 
rogative,  filled  up  the  omiflions  of  the  committee, 
and  decorated  it  out  in  this  manner ;  “  And  your 
majefty,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of 
your  faithful  fubjedts,  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
fignify,  that  you  would  confent  and  recommend  it  to 
us,  that  fo  much  of  the  money  remaining  in  your 
majefty’s  treafury  as  fhould  be  necefiary,  be  applied 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt,  "or  fuch  part 
thereof  as  fhall  be  thought  expedient  by  parliament.” 
When  the  bill  was  returned  to  Ireland,  with  this 
alteration,  a  letter  was  written  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
and  figned  by  eighteen  Britifh  counfellors,  intimating 
that  the  king  could  not  difpenfe  without  fuch  altera¬ 
tion.  The  crifis  was  now  come  for  determining  this 
important  conftitutional  point,  “  Whether  the  people 
in  parliament  affembled  have  a  right  to  deliberate 
upon,  and  vote  the  application  of  any  part  of  the 
unappropriated  revenue  without  the  previous  conlent 
of  the  crown  ?”  All  who  were  zealoufly  attached  to 
the  liberties  of  their  country,  exerted  themfelves 
ftrenuoufly  inoppofingthe  bill  with  its  alterations,  and 
even  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  who  were  natives  of 
the  Irifh  nation,  joined  in  the  oppofition,  and  at 
length  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  122, 
againft  117.  T  his  fuccefs  was  celebrated  with  the 
mod  extravagant  public  rejoicings,  and  confidered 

as  a  triumph  of  patriotifm  over  the  arts  of  m - 

corruption  :  Mr.  Boyle,  the  fpeaker,  was  little  lefs 
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than  deified  for  his  oppofitionto  the  lord-lieutenant; 
whilft  the  fervants  of  the  crown, who  had  voted  againft 
the  bill,  were  difmiflfed  from  their  employments  ;  the 
public  creditors  were  greatlydifappointed,as  the  bill  for 
paying  them  was  rejedted  ;  the  circulation  of  cafh 
was  almoff  ftagnated ;  both  thele  calamities  were  im¬ 
puted  to  the  arbitrary  defigns  of  the  government. 
The  people  were  inflamed  with  the  moft  enthufiaftic 
fpirit  of  independency ;  and  now  the  moft  mifchievous 
effefts  were  dreaded,  had  not  means  been  found  to 
divert  the  (form  of  popular  clamour,  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  fome  of  thole  perfons  who  were  idols  of 
public  veneration  ;  the  lpeaker  was  created  an  earl, 
and  many  other  patriots  were  gratified  vrith  lucrative 
employments;  and  the  whole  feemed  to  refemble  the 
famous  lcene,  which  was  acted  in  England,  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  1742.  At  this  time  the  king’s 
letter  arrived,  for  paying  off  75,500k  of  the  national 
debt;  which  circulated  cafh,  and  retrieved  the  affairs 
of  Ireland  to  their  former  tranquility. 

With  regard  to  the  affairs  of  America,  nothing  but 

v.-'  _  O 

an  open  rupture  was  expedted  from  them.  The  Bri- 
tifh  ambaffador  at  Paris  continued  to  make  complaints 
againft  the  French  encroachments;  but  he  only  ob¬ 
tained  evafive  anlwers.  The  Britifh  government,  who 
were  at  this  time  averfe  to  a  war,  law  it  was  next  to 
unavoidable,  and,  in  this  embarraffment,  they  feem¬ 
ed  to  be  following  the  dictates  of  an  unfteady  and 
confufed  underffanding.  The  general  voiceof  the  peo¬ 
ple  was  for  war ;  the  beginning  of  which  is  always 
extremely  critical  to  a  Britifh  miniftry.  Complaints 
were  every  month  brought  from  America,  which  were 
no  doubt  fwelled  by  fome  individuals  with  exag-o-e_ 
gerated  accounts  of  the  French  defigns.  The  pro¬ 
vince  of  Virginia  w*as  indeed  alarmed,  and  its  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  applied  for  affiflance  to  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Peniylvania  and  New  York,  but  they  con¬ 
temned  the  power  of  Canada,  and  made  trifling  ex- 

cuies. 


*75 4  (  122  ) 

cules.  At  length  orders  were  difpatched  from  Great 
Britain,  diretting  the  governors  of  all  the  provinces 
to  repel  force  by  force  :  but  it  has  been  aflerted,  that 
they  were  clogged  with  this  remarkable  reftridion, 
be  fare  you  do  it  on  the  undoubted  territories  belonging  to 
the  Britijh  crown.  Now  the  feene  of  aftion  was  in  the 
territories  difputed;  thus  the  fame  letter  gave, and  took 
away  from  them,  the  power  of  defending  themfelves. 
The  colonifts  however  judged  (though  perhaps  at  the 
hazard  of  dilobliging  their  fuperiors)  that  the  terri¬ 
tories  difputed  belonged  to  the  Britilh  crown,  by  vir- 
virtue  of  a  prior  difeovery,  and  therefore  made  requi- 
fition;  that  the  French  troops  fhould  retire  from  the 
ftation  they  had  chofen  near  the  Ohio  •,  but  major 
Wafhington,  who  was  deputed  on  this  errand,  re¬ 
ceived  for  anfwer,  that  thofe  troops  were  placed  there 
by  the  governor  of  Canada’s  orders,  and  without 
which  they  would  not  retire.  The  Virginians  now 
began  to  arm,  and  march  a  body  of  troops  towards 
the  Ohio,  under  the  command  of  major  Wafhing¬ 
ton,  and  to  eredl  a  fort  on  that  river,  in  order  to  re¬ 
pel  any  intended  irruption  of  the  enemy.  This 
meafure,  though  a  necelfiry  one,  was  taken  fo  late, 
that  the  French  had  the  ftart  of  them  :  they  fur- 
prized  a  place  called  Logg’s  town,  made  themfelves 
mailers  of  the  block  and  truck-houfes,  and  fkins, 
and  other  commodities,  to  the  value  of  20,oool. 
This  detachment  of  the  enemy,  which  confifted  of 
iooo  men,  was  commanded  by  M.  Contrecoeur,  who 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  river  Monongahella,  on  the 
forks  of  which  he  diflodged  captain  Trent,  and  found 
the  traces  and  conftrudtion  of  a  fort.  Here  he  en¬ 
camped  and  finifhed  the  fort  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Du  Qucfne  ,  who  was  governor  of  Canada. 
This  was  deemed  a  valuable  acquifition,  as  it  com¬ 
manded,  by  its  excellent  fituation,  the  entrance  into 
ail  the  country  on  the  Ohio  and  the  MifTifippi;  there¬ 
fore  it  was  foon  after  made  very  ftrong.  The  French 
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pretended  this  fort  was  built  on  their  own  territories, 
and  declaimed  againft  an  encroachment  ol  the  Eng- 
lifli  who,  on  the  contrary  hand  affirmed,  that  the 
proceedings  of  Contrecoeur  were  illegal,  and  infilled 
that  the  fort  was  on  the  Britiih  dominions.  It  is  to 
the  contention  for  tins  fort,  that  we  mull  attiioutc 
the  kindling  up  the  flames  of  fo  general  and  deftruc- 
tive  a  war.  On  the  firft  of  May  major  Waffiington 
had  a  ikirmifh  with  a  detachment  ol  the  enemy,  which 
he  defeated  and  made  pril'oners  ■,  but  immediately  af¬ 
ter  a  numerous  body,  under  the  command  of  M.  dc 
Villiers,  advanced  to  take  revenge  for  this  mifcarriage. 
Waffiington  knew  nothing  of  the  motions  of  the  ene¬ 
my  till  They  were  within  two  hours  of  the  fort  he  had 
begun  to  eredt:  he  refolved  to  defend  the  place,  and 
accordingly  took  every  precaution  which  his  pru¬ 
dence  could  fuggeft-,  but  the  enemy  attacking  him 
with  a  vaft  fuperiority,  compelled  him  to  lurrender 
the  fort  on  the  third  of  July.  Had  Wafhington  been, 
reinforced  with  the  other  colony  troops  in  due  time, 
he  had  not  thus  been  obliged  to  furrender  the  tort.  It 
was  a  misfortune  to  the  cauie,  that  the  colonifts  were 
at  this  time  diftradted  and  divided  among  themfelves 
by  heats,  jealouues  and  animofities  *.  It  was  oblerv- 
ed,  that  among  this  body  of  the  enemy  there  was 
a  confiderable  number  of  the  Indians  known  to  have 
been  long  in  the  Engliffi  alliance.  A  little  while  af¬ 
ter,  in  confequence  of  the  king’s  orders,  a  conference 


*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  thefe  divifions  were 
confiderably  augmented,  and  the  minds  of  the  provincials  gieatly 
inflamed,  by  the  miniltry  in  England  being  determined  tojupport 
the  prerogative  in  that  country  with  a  high  hand.  .  New  \  01  k  was 
filled  with  difeontent,  on  account  of  fome  jnflruClions  fent  to  the 
governor  inveighing  againlt  their  loyalty,  duty,  Sec.  and  violat¬ 
ing  the  royal  commiffion,  in  afluming  to  themfelves  the  power  of 
difpofinCT  'of  the  public  money.  Thefe  indruftions  teemed  with 
a  multitude  of  peremptory  injunctions  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the 

colonifts. 
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was  held  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Iroquois  Indians  at 
Albany,  when  it  .was  found  that  they  were  wavering 
in  their  refolutions,  had  but  little  friendfhip  for  the 
Englifh,  and  fad  been  artfully  corrupted  by  the 
French.  T  he  remainder  of  the  year  was  lpent  in 
making  repeated  reprefentations  to  the  Britilh  mi- 
niitry,  on  the  dangerous  fituation  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  abiolute  neceffity  of  a  powerful  affiftance  from 
Great  Britain. 

No  tranfadtion  marked  the  events  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  touching  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain.  The 
hereditary  prince  of  HefTe  Cafiel,  who  efpoufed  the 
princefs  Mary  of  England,  declared  himfelf  a  Ro¬ 
man  catholic,  at  the  infdgation  of  lome  powers,  who 
flattered  his  ambition.  The  French  attempted  to 
inveigle  Spain  into  a  rupture  with  England,  but  all 
their  machinations  were  fruftrated  by  Mr.  Wall,  the 
Spanifh  minifter,  who  was  fincerely  difpofed  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Englifh  intereft  at  Madrid. 

On  the  14th  of  November  the  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  opened.  The  fupplies  exceeded  four  mil¬ 
lions.  The  only  fubjed  of  debate  was  on  ‘the  Qx- 
fordfhire  election,  from  which  four  candidates  had 
been  returned:  after  a  long  difpute  it  was  determin¬ 
ed  in  favour  of  the  court  intereft,  which  at  this  time 
predominated  in  parliament.  Application  was  made 
to  the  houfe  for  a  million  of  money  to  augment  the 
land  and  fea  forces,  which  was  granted;  and  in  April 
1 755,  the  feffion  clofed,  when  the  king  declared  his 
intention  to  vifit  his  German  dominions. 

The  miniftry,  in  confequence  of  the  many  felici¬ 
tations  from  America,  refolved  to  fend  thither  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  general 
Braddock.  The  French  were  at  this  time  mak- 
ing  great  preparations  for  fending  a  fleet,  and 
a  large  body  of  troops,  to  America;  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Mirepoix,  the  French  minifter  at  London, 
was  ordered  to  amufe  the  Britifh  miniftry  with  af- 
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fUrances,  that  no  hoftility  was  intended,  and  he  was 
fo  far  impofed  upon  as  to  believe  the  profeflions  of 
his  court  were  fin  cere,  till  at  length  proof  was  given 
him  to  the  contrary,  with  which  he  appeared  afto- 
nifhed,  and  immediately  repaired  to  Paris,  where  it 
is  certain  he  upbraided  the  French  minifters,  forhav- 
ino;  made  him  the  tool  of  their  diffimulation  ;  but 
they  referred  him  to  the  king,  who  ferlt  him  back  to 
London,  with  frefh  affurances  of  his  pacific  intenti¬ 
ons.  The  French  fleet  however  fet  fail,  and  it  was 
foon  followed  by  aBritifli  fquadron,  both  deftined  to 
America.  Mirepoix  at  this  time  declared,  that  the 
firft  gun  which  fhould  be  fired  in  hoftility,  would 
kindle  up  a  war  through  all  Europe. 

The  meafures  taken  were  a  proof  of  the  wifdom  of 
the  adminiftration.  Braddock  was  perhaps  the  mod 
unfit  man  in  the  kingdom  to  be  lent  to  America  ; 
he  was  haughty,  proud,  pofitive,  vain,  and  inac- 
cefilbie.  Fie  knew  how  to  review  a  battalion  of 
guards  in  Hyde  Park,  and  that  was  the  extent  of 
his  dilcipline.  As  foon  as  he  fet  foot  in  America  he 
was  defpifed,  and  the  provincials,  by  a  body  of  whom 
he  was  joined,  were  terrified  at  his  fevcrities  in  difci- 
pline.  Three  operations  were  at  this  time  undertaken. 
Braddock  was  ordered  to  retake  Fort  du  Quefne, 
and  reftore  peace  to  the  lands  on  the  Ohio.  Gene¬ 
ral  Shirley,  the  governor  of  New  England,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  colonel 
Monckton  to  reduce  the  French  forts  at  the  ifthmus 
of  Nova  Scotia.  When  Braddock  began  his  march, 
he  had  the  general  abhorrence  of  every  one  about 
him  :  fome  few,  out  of  zeal  for  the  caufe,  cautioned 
him  againft  ambufeades  and  furprize  ;  but  he  neg¬ 
lected  their  advice  ;  difdained  the  irregulars,  and  In¬ 
dians,  who  forfook  him,  and  contemning  all  opini¬ 
ons  but  his  own,  frufttated  the  defign  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  by  his  obflinacy  and  conceit.  He  advanced 
with  2  200  men  to  where  major  Wafhrngton  had  been 
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defeated  the  year  before,  and  coming  within  ten 
miles  of  fort  da  Quefne,  he  was  furprized  by  an 
ambulcade  of  Indians,  who  made  great  havock  among 
his  troops  without  his  being  able  to  return  the  fire  at 
any  enemy  he  could  fee  •,  the  favages  railing  their  dif- 
mal  yells,  (truck  the  regulars  with  fuch  a  panic,  that 
they  fled  off  the  field,  but  the  officers  flayed,  and  were 
flaughtered,  and  even  Braddock  loft  his  life.  About 
half  of  the  army  reached  Virginia,  where  their  de¬ 
feat  (truck  a  general  confternation.  A  plan  was 
formed  for  general  Johnfon  to  attack  Crown  Point, 
and  in  obedience  to  his  inftruftions  he  advanced  as 
far  as  lake  George,  where  the  French  general,  baron 
Diefkau,  attempted  to  furprize  his  camp;  but  having 
no  cannon,  he  was  totally  defeated,  and  himfelf  made 
priloner.  As  this  victory  did  not  happen  till  the 
month  of  September,  it  was  thought  the  feafon  was 
too  far  advanced  tolayfiege  to  Crown  Point;  there¬ 
fore  it  was  productive  of.no  other  advantage,  than 
railing  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  which  had 'been  de- 
prelfed  by  the  news  of  Braddock’s  mifcarriage.  As  to 
general  Shirley’s  expedition  to  the  lakes,  it  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  fo  dilatory  a  manner,  that  it  did  not  reach 
the  fort  of  Olwego  till  very  late  in  the  feafon  ;  and 
then,  after  leaving  700  men  in  that  place,  it  return¬ 
ed  back  again,  without  having  even  attempted  any 
thing.  The  expedition  under  colonel  Monckton, 
againft  the  French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  was  the  on¬ 
ly  fuccesful  one  ;  lie,  with  a  few  New  Englanders, 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  thole  forts  in  a  very  ihort 
time,  and  with  very  little  lofs.  It  was  oppoflte  to 
this  country  that  hoftilides  were  firft  committed  on 
the  ocean.  We  have  already  taken  notice,  that  the 
French  and  Britifh  fleets  directed  their  courfe  to 
America ;  and  were  both  very  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  at  the  fame  time,  but  were 
prevented  feeing  each  other  by  the  thick  fogs  ;  how¬ 
ever,  two  French  men  of  war,  viz.  the  Alcide  and  the 
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Lys,  fell  in  with  part  of  the  Britifh  fquadron,  and 
were  taken  by  the  captains  Howe  and  Andrew?. 
This  addon  gave  great  fpirits  to  the  people  at  home, 
where  the  beft  advantage  was  made  of  it  for  the 
Fervice  of  the  miniftry.  It  muft  be  owned,  that 
public  fpirit,  which  had  flagged,  was  raifed  by  this 
incident ;  but  it  was  far  from  anlwering  the  expence 
of  the  expedition.  When  the  news  of  this  tranf- 
aftion  reached  Paris,  M.  de  Mirepoix  was  recalled 
from  the  court  of  London,  and  M.  de  Bufly  from 
that  at  Elanover,  where  the  king  refided.  The  French 
court  loudly  complained  againft  the  taking  thefe 
two  men  of  war  ;  but  they  were  anfwered,  that  it 
was  only  by  way  of  retaliation  for  their  encroach¬ 
ments.  At  this  time  orders  were  iflued  for  annoy¬ 
ing  the  French  trade  ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
300  of  their  merchant  fhips,  many  of  them  from 
St.  Domingo  and  Martinico,  with  near  8000  of 
their  faiJors,  were  brought  into  the  Britifh  ports. 
They  made  all  Europe  refound  with  complaints 
againft  this  proceeding,  which  they  called  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore  forbore  to 
make  any  fort  of  reprifals  for  feveral  months  after. 
This  clamour  and  extraordinary  fliew  of  affected  mo¬ 
deration  was  intended  to  influence  the  other  courts  in 
their  behalf,  till  they  were  ready  to  act  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  they  took  the  Blandford  man  of  war,  but 
from  thefe  motives  releafed  her. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  abilities  of  king 
George,  the  public  events  of  whofe  reign  we  are  only 
attempting  to  recapitulate,  it  is  certain  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  fkilled  in  all  the  recefles  of  that  political  laby- . 
rinth,  which  forms  the  fyftem  of  Germany  •,  he  had 
been  brought  up  to  it  his  whole  life,  and  was  natu¬ 
rally  a  zealous  aflertor  of  its  liberties ;  and  this  we 
fhall  undertake  to  prove  fo  far  as  it  comes  within 
the  fphere  of  our  work.  He  had  always  a  warm  af¬ 
fection  for  his  Hanoverian  fubjects,  and  it  was  his 
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love  lor  them  that  drew  him  this  year  to  the  continent, 
T  he  French  had  tampered  with  the  court  of  Spain, 
but  finding  they  could  not  gain  their  point  there  ; 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  princes  of  Germany,  and 
foon  brought  over  the  ele&or  of  Cologn  to  their  in- 
:  he  a  io  confented  to  their  erefting  magazines 
in  ms  country,  a  ftep  from  which  the  Britifh  monarch 
immediately  law  they  defigned  to  attack  Hanover  *, 
but  then  it  Ih o u ; d  be  obfervcd,  that  this  attack  was 
(jhiy  fouRcitd  on  a  itiong  fuppofition  that  Enuland 
would. defend  it.  King  George  loft  not  a  moment’s 
time,  in  providing  for  the  iecurity  of  his  electoral 
dominions.  In  June  he  entered  into  a  fubfidary 
y  a  n  cl  grave  of  Hefte-Caffel,  whereby 

t-hat  prince  engaged  to  furnifh  12000  men  for  four 
years,  which  were  to  be  employed  in  cafe  either 
Hanover  or  England  fhould  be  attacked  ;  but  the 
defence  of  the  former  was  more  immediately  its 
objeft.  .  He  alfo  required,  from  the  court  of  Vienna, 
the  auxiliaries  ftipulated  to  him  by  treaty  j  but  they 
were  refilled'  upon  pretence  that  the  difpute  between 
England  and  France  concerned  America  only,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  a  cafe  of  the  alliance. 

It  has  been  fhrewdly  iufpedted  that  this  refufal  was 
the  vent  of  a  woman’s  malice.  The  wound  which 
the  emprefs  queen  fuffered  laft  war  by  the  lofs  of 
Silefia,  had  never  been  healed,  and  though  this 
duchy  was  folemnly  confirmed  to  the  king  of  Pruflia 
by  two  treaties,  one  made  at  Breflau,  and  the  other 
at  Drefden,  yet  they  were  compulfive  ;  and  that  at 
Drefden  was  hardly  concluded  before  fhe  fat  praddces 
on  foot  for  recovering  this  valuable  territory  :  fhe 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  in 
1746,  which  as  far  as  it  appeared  to  the  public,  was 
of  an  innocent  and  defenfive  nature  ;  but  in  one  of 
the  fecret  articles,  it  was  provided,  that  in  cafe  the 
king  of  Pruffia  fhould  attack  either  powers,  they 
fhoqld  confider  it  as  a  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Drefden, 

and 
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and  the  emprefs  queen’s  right  to  Silefia  fhould 
revive  *.  The  king  of  Poland  was  invited  to  accede 
to  this  treaty,  but  he  refufed.  The  king  of  Great- 
Britain  was  often  importuned  to  agree  to  this  ftipula- 
tion,  but  he  always  objected,  and  in  return  for  this 
refuial,  the  emprefs  queen  denied  him  thofe  auxiliaries 
which  by  treaty  he  had  a  right  to  demand.  The 
French  court  perceiving  this  difference,  immediately 
cajolled  with  the  Auftrian  minifters,  and  promiled 
the  emprefs  queen  fhe  might  command  all  his  power 
againft  the  king  of  Pruffia.  The  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
to  whom  this  propofal  was  made  known  by  the  court 
of  Vienna,  was  no  way  averfe  to  it.  She  ardently 
wiihed  to  fee  the  power  of  Pruffia  humbled,  in  return 
for  his  fiUllrating  a  favourite  meafure  of  hers  a  few 
years  ago.  The  whole  of  this  negociation  was  car¬ 
ried  on  as  fecretly  as  poffible,  and  very  few  of  its  parti¬ 
culars  have  tranfpired*,  and  therefore  fromajudgment 
which  may  be  put  on  the  circumftances  of  affairs, 
we  may  fafely  venture  to  affert,  that  no  formal  ad¬ 
vances  v/ere  at  this  time  made  by  any  of  the  powers 
on  the  heads  cf  a  cripple  alliance. 

The  Britifln  monarch  before  he  left  Germany;  laid 
the  foundation  for  a  lubfidary  treaty  with  Ruffia, 

but 


*  The  emprefs  queen  confidered  the  ceffion  of  Silefia,  during 
the  late  war,  as  a  circumftance  altogether  compulfive,  and 
therefore  not  binding  according  to  the  laws  of  equity  ;  fhe  knew' 
the  PrufTian  power  was  entirely  military,  and  the  dilpofition  of 
the  monarch  dangerous  ;  and  thefe  induced  her  to  enter  into  a 
negociation  with  Ruffia  in  1745,  which  in  the  year  following 
produced  a  defenfive  treaty,  made  only  againft  theking  of  Pruffia, 
on  a  fuppofition  that  he  was  the  aggreflor,  ftipulating  that  they 
fhould  lhare  whatever  countries  they  took  from  him,  in  repulfino- 
this  aggreftion.  Though  the  king  of  Poland  did  not  formally 
accede  to  this  treaty,  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  fecretly  connived 
at  the  means  which  obtained  it,  from  a  hope  or  a  promife  that 
fome  confideration  would  fall  to  his  lhare,  to  indemnify  him  for 
the  damages  committed  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  during  his  late 
irruption  into  Saxony,  and  the  great  Aims  which  he  paid  at  the 
following  peace. 
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but  it  was  not  figned  till  the  M  day  of  September 
at  Kenfmgton.  .1  he  Ruffian  princefs  agreed  to  fur- 
mfh  55,000  men,  and  forty  or  fifty  gallies,  in  cafe, 
as  the  fifth  article  faid,  his  Britannic  majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  in  Germany,  fhould  be  attacked  on  account 
of  the  ddputes  concerning  his  kingdoms,  in  confi- 
cleiation  of  his  paying  her  500,000k  per  annum  for 
tour  years.  The.feventh  article  contained  thefe  re¬ 
markable  words,  which  were  direftly  levelled  as  a 
menance  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  added  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fuel  to  the  flame  already 
beguil  to  be  kindled  up  in  the  empire  ;  “  Confider- 
ing  the  proximity  of  the  countries,  wherein  the  diver- 
iion  in  queftion  will  probably  be  made,  and  the  faci¬ 
lity  her  troops  will  probably  have  of  fubfifting  im¬ 
mediately  in  an  enemy’s  country.  She  takes  upon  her- 
felf  alone,  during  fuch  a  diverfion,  the  fubfiftance 
and^  treatment  of  the  faid  troops  by  fea  and  land.’* 

y  ^  artic.ic  it  was  ftipulated,  the 

Ruffian  troops  fhould  have  all  the  plunder  they  took 
from  the  enemy.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  by  fome' 
means,  in  a  fliort  time  procured  a  copy  of  this  treaty, 
and  in  a  moment  guefling  at  the  motives  which  fet  it 
cn  foot,  he  folemnly  and  boldly  declared,  he  would 
oppofe  with  his  utmoft  force  the  march  of  all  foreign 
troops  into  the  empire  *  France  who  was  at  this 

time 


*  The  whole  treaty  was  fo  manifeft  an  attack  on  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  that  he  muft  have  been  blind  not  to  have  perceived  it. 
Great  Britain  could  not  bring  the  Ruffian  army  into  the  field  to 
attack  the  French.  The  Ruffian  gallies  could  not  be  brought 
into  the  ocean  to  oppofe  the  naval  power  of  France.  Then  was  not 
the  whole  provifion  intended  againft  Pruffia?  Is  it  not  evident  king 
George  was  more  afraid  of  the  Pruffians  entering  Hanover  than 
the  French  ? 

Will  pofterity  believe  that  we  armed  the  nations  of  the  north, 
that  we  bargained  for  troops  in  the  polar  circle,  and  that  we  were 
for  bringing  them  down  to  the  defence  of  a  few  dominions  which 
cur  kinghad  in.  Germany ;  dominions,  which  the  natives  of  this 

iiland 
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time  preparing  to  invade  the  deflorate  of  Hanover, 
heard  this  uedaration  with  aftonifhment.  She  lent 
to  Berlin  the  duke  de  Nivernois,  to  perfuade  the 
king  of  Pruffia  to  ret  raft  from  his  declaration  :  the 
manner  in  which  this  ambaffador  was  received  at 
Berlin,  feerhed  to  denote  an  intention  in  the  king  to 
agree  to  his  proposals;  no  body  knew  whether  the 
French  and  Pruffians  were  not  forming  a  defign  to 
enter  Hanover  together  ;  but  England  was  refolved 
to  defend  it,  let  who  would  attack  it  •,  though  every 
body  knew  the  French  would  never  go  thither,  if 
they  were  not  lure  of  meeting  with  theEnglifh.  She  was 
rouled  with  jealoufy  at  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  con¬ 
duct  *,  efpecialiy  as  at  this  time  fhe  did  not  Hand  on 
very  good  terms  with  him  *,  fhe  was  now  convinced 
that  the  Ruffians,  who  were  to  march  through  Poland, 
and  make  adiverfion  in  order  to  find  employment  for 
the  king  of  Pruffia  at  home,  would  be  ineffefhial  *,  for 
the  French  and  Pruffian  armies,  both  of  which  were 
ready,  might  over-run  the  deflorate  before  the 
Ruffians  could  come  to  its  relief.  'Thus  the  only 
refource  which  Great-Britain  had  to  defend  Hanover, 
failed,  and  confirmed  all  Europe  in  opinion  that 
England  is  not  able  to  defend  that  dillant  country. 

She 


ifland  fcarcely  knew,  till  they  called  the  prefent  family  to  the 
throne,  and  even  at  this  period  knew  little  more  than  that  the 
king  went  thither  rrom  time  to  time  ;  that  we  paid  vaft  lubfidiej 
to  thefe  troops,  font  the  riches  of  our  nation  into  dillant  coun¬ 
tries.  and  the  ilrength,  which  fhould  have  been  employed  in  our 
O'  n  quarrel,  co n fen uently-  impaired  for  the  fake  of  dominions, 
the  intereft  of  which  has  no  onnexion  with  ours,  an  1  which  by 
the  a6t  of  fettlement,  we  took  care  to  feparate  from  the  Britith 
kingdoms?  Will  they  not  fay  to  what  end  was  this  ftrength  pro¬ 
cured,  vz-ic1  could  not  be  exerted?  Or  could  the  emprefs  of 
Ruflia  by  any  of  her  a Ti  dance,  repay  us  the  fums  vve  fhpulated 
to  pay  for  her  coftly  fricndlhip  ?  The  event  proved  flic?  could 
not  ;  and  fhe  afterwards  joined  the  enemies  of  our  allies.  This 
policy  will  aftonilh  after  ages,  if  they  know  nothing  of  the  fecret 
kiilory  of  thefe  times. 
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She  had  now  nothing  to  do  hut  give  up  her  old  allies', 
renounce  her  treaty  with  Ruffia,  and  buy  off  an  evil 

whicn  fhe  could  not  repeh  This  produced  the  treaty 
with  Pruflia. 

T  King  George  again  required  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
the  number  of  troops  flipulated  to  him  by  treaty 
but  they  were  dill  refufed  on  the  former  pretence* 
The  king  of  Great  Britain  then  required  that  fhe 
would  defend  her  own  pofieflions,  the  barrier  in  the 
Netherlands,  with  the  number  of  men  fpecified  by 
treaty,  which  countries  had  been  acquired  by  the 
blood  and  tieafure  or  the  hnghfh  nation,  and  given 
to  her  on  that  exprels  condition  ;  this  fhe  alio  refufed 
to  do,  alledging  that  fire  could  not  lpare  troops  on 
account  of  her  dangerous  enemy  the  king  of  Pruflia  j 
who  as  he  kept  a  (landing  army,  and  being  an  ambi¬ 
tious,  as  well  as  an  enterprizing  monarch,  mull  be 
ftriftly  obferved*. 

When 


The  affairs  of  freland  went  on  this  year  extremely  regular, 
lord  Hartmgton  was  chofen  lord  lieutenant,  and  deemed  the 
mod  fit  per  Ton  that  could  have  been  fixed  upon  :  his  judgment 
was  drong  and  found,  his  behaviour  and  addrefs  fo  engaging, 
that  he  managed  parties  with  eafe,  without  being  warped  to 
any  ;  he  had  a  becoming  dignity,  which  added  lultre  to  his  ex¬ 
alted  datum,  and  the  humanity,  difintereftednefs,  and  candour 
of  an  honed  man  :  with  fuch  abilities  we  may  readily  fuppofe 
that  he  was  the  mod  proper  perfon  to  allay  the  heats  of  a  divided 
people,  and  he  did  it  fo  effectually  among  all  ranks,  by  the  wife 
ineafures  and  excellent  public  laws,  which  he  encouraged  and 
paffed,  that  in  a  little  time  they  were  in  much  b  tter  temper, 
than  even  before  the  late  differences  broke  out.  The  houfe  of 
commons  granted  1 0,000 1.  for  making  the  river  More,-  naviga¬ 
ble  from  Kilkenny  to  Tnnedalge  ;  20, cool,  towards  carrying  on 
an  inland  navigation  from  Dublin  to  the  river  Shannon  ;  400c!. 
for  making  the  river  Ncwry  navigable  ;  oool  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  Englifh  protedant  fchools ;  feveral  fums  to  be  diftri- 
buted  in  premiums  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cambrick, 
hempen,  and  flaxen  manufactures  ;  and  300,000k  to  the  king, 
towards  fupporting  the  feveral  branches  of  the  edablilhment,- 
and  for  defraying  the  cxpcnccs  of  the  government  for  two 
years. 
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When  the  treaties  which  had  been  concluded  with 
Ruffia  and  Heffe-Caffel*  were  made  public  in  Eng¬ 
land,  they  were  received  in  a  very  difagreeable  man¬ 
ner,  they  were  confidered  as  a6ts  of  the  moft  con¬ 
temptible  folly  and  flagrant  c — - - ,  as  violations  of 

the  great  truft  of  g — — ,  whereby  the  wealth  of 
Great-Britain,  was  to  be  facrificed  to  private  views, 
and  to  a  particular  province  *,  in  a  word,  this  new 
continental  fyftem  was  inveighed  againft  by  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  ftrong  oppcfuion  was  preparing  to  be  made 
to  it  in  parliament ;  even  fome  of  the  miniftry  who 
were  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  refused  to  anfwer 
the  firft  draught  for  money,  which  came  over  from 
Rufiia,  till  the  treaty  had  been  approved  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  becaule  it  could  not  be  called  value  received, 
the  Ruffian  troops  having  not  yet  done  any  fort  of 
fervice,  neither  did  they  apprehend  it  was  confident 
with  the  a6l  of  fettlement. 

The  feflion  was  opened  in  November,  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  there  were  a  ftrange  jumble  of  parties 
in  both  houfes,  as  well  as  in  the  miniftry.  The  king 
ordered  the  two  late  treaties  to  be  laid  before  them  ; 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  his  adherents,  declared  againft  this 
new  continental  fyftem  ;  Mr.  Legge,  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  lord  of  the  treasury,  declared 
upon  the  fame  caufe,  and  was  therefore  fucceeded  in 
his  employments  by  Sir  George  Littleton.  The 
honourable  Charles  Townfhend,  one  of  the  lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  many  others  of  fuperior  rank  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion,  in  juftice  to 
their  country.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  who  had  been 
fecretary  of  (late  fome  time,  a  well  meaning  man, 
but  without  abilities,  and  a  particular  favourite  with 
the  king,  was  oppofed  by  the  whole  weight  and  in- 
tereftof  Mr.  Pitt,  paymafter-general,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
fecretary  at  war.  It  was  generally  believed  that  tho 
publick  bufinefs  could  not  go  on,  if  another  fecretary 
was  not  appointed  j  becaule  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox, 

S  though 
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though  they  agreed  in  nothing  elfe,  they  united  in 
opposing  his  meafures  ;  their  abilities,  though  of  op- 
polite  kinds,  were  univerfally  acknowledged  to  be 
great,  and  by  their  fuperior  influence  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  they  had  feveral  times  oppofed  Sir  Thomas 
witli  fuccefs.  It  is  a.  thing  extremely  uncommon  in 
Lngland,  efpecially  in  thele  modern  days,  to  lee  two 
gentlemen,  who  hold  confiderable  places  under  the 
government,  oppoling  upon  every  occalion,  a 
fecretary  of  flare,  who  was  fuppofed  to  know  and 
to  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  his  mafcer.  Sir  Thomas, 
o^iiig  icnfible  of  their  mperior  intereft  in  parliament, 
prudently  refigned  on  the  ioth  of  November,  and 
the  king  afterwards  gave  the  feals  of  his  office  to 
Mr.  Fox,  and  lord  Barrington  fucceeded  Mr.  Fox 
as  fecretary  at  war.  The  popular  party,  which  we 
may  call  the  oppofition,  being  thus  excluded,  it  laid 
the  foundation  for  that  enmity  which  marked  the 
following  year.  1  hough  thele  alterations  were  made, 
yet  the  treaties  were  very  far  from  meeting  with  the 
unanimous  approbation  of  both  houfes,  feme  mem¬ 
bers  were  for  referring  them  to  a  committee,  but  this 
was  over-ruled  :  great  debates  arofe,  but  they  were 
at  length  approved  by  the  majority.  The  houfe  next 
provided  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year;  they 
voted  i UO5O00I.  as  a  fubfidy  to  the  emprefs  of  Rufila  ; 
54,140k  to  the  landgrave  of  Hefle ;  and  100, ool.  to 
the  eledtor  of  Bavaria,  after  feveral  fliarp  debates. 
As  the  miniftry  were  afraid  of  a  vifit  from  the  French, 
the  army  was  augmented  with  ten  new  regiments  of 
foot,  and  eleven  troops  of  light  dragoons  •,  50,000 
feamcn,  including  9000  marines,  were  voted,  befides 
above  ^T^oo  loldiers,  which,  with  otiier  expences 
and  deficiencies  in  the  laft  year,  fwelled  the  lupplies 
to  the  fum  of  7,229,1171  *  On  the  23d  of 

December, 

Of  this  valf  fum  ^oool.  was  given  to  Sir  William  Johnfon, 
as  a  reward  lor  his  beating  the  baron  Diclbau  in  America,  thoug  h 

his 
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December,  the  houfe  adjourned  to  the  13th  of 
January  1756. 

The  fir  ft  tranfaftion  which  prefents  itfelf  in  the 
new-year,  is  the  remarkable  convention  of  neutrality 
concluded  between  the  kings  of  England  and  Pruffia, 
on  the  1 6th  of  January  importing,  “  That  being 
apprehenfive  the  differences  lately  broke  out  in 
America,  may  extend  to  Europe,  they  for  the  de- 

S  2  fence 


his  victory  was  actually  productive  of  no  folid  advantage  :  and 
ico,oool.  was  given  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  to  relieve  his  fub- 
jeCcs  in  their  diftrefles,  occafioned  by  a  dreadful  earthquake, 
which  had  ruined  the  city  of  Lifbon.  This  earthquake  feems  to  k 
have  begun  in  Greenland,  and  paifing  under  the  northern  ocean, 
the  iflands  of  Trinity,  Ferro,  fome  of  the  wellern  illes  of  Scot¬ 
land,  under  Ireland,  the  Irifh  fea,  the  fouth-weft  part  of  Eng¬ 
land,  it  continued  its  progrefs  under  the  ocean,  the  Englifh  chan¬ 
nel,  to  the  bay  of  Bil'cay,  and  fhook  all  Portugal,  and  great 
part  of  Spain  ;  whence  it  palled  under  the  fea  to  the  continent 
of  Africa,  where,  with  incredible  violence,  it  palled  on  in  the 
fame  direction  through  the  kingdoms  of  Fez,  Morocco,  &c.  till 
probably  it  vented  itfelf  in  the  fouthern  ocean.  On  the  firll  ol 
November,  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  Brock  was 
felt  at  Lilbon,  the  city  then  contained  about  3  000  houfes,  ex¬ 
tending  near  fix  miles  in  length,  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  on 
the  afeent  of  a  hill  ;  the  commotion  was  fo  violent  that  great  part 
of  the  magnificent  churches,  monailries,  and  public  buildings, 
were  thrown  down,  and  upwards  of  10, coo  perfons  were  buried  in 
the  ruins.  In  about  fifteen  minutes,  this  Brock  was  followed  by 
another,  no  lefs  violent,  during  which  the  earth  opened  in  feve- 
ral  places,  and  having  fwallowed  whole  ilreets,  threw  up  dread¬ 
ful  quantities  of  fire,  water,  and  fmoke.  At  the  fame  time  the 
waterin  the  river  Tagus,  rofe  perpendicularly  above  twenty  feet, 
fo  that  thofe  who  cfcaped  the  general  dellrudtion,  were  alarmed 
with  a  cry  that  the  fea  was  coming  in.  Several  vefiels  were  funk 
in  the  river,  either  by  the  agitation  of  the  water,  or  by  the  fall 
of  tire  royal  palace  and  other  buildings  fituated  on  its  banks. 
About  noon  two  terrible  fires  broke  out  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  which  almolt  compleated  its  diflolution  ;  the  wind  being 
high,  the  great  flakes  of  fire  were  communicated  to  all  parts  of 
the  town,  and  raged  with  great  violence  for  eight  days.  This 
conflagration  was  no  doubt  at  firft  partly  fortuitous  or  natural, 
but  its  long  continuance  was  chiefly  occafioned  by  a  gang  of  im¬ 
pious  villains,  who  unawed  by  the  tremendous  fcenc  before  them, 
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fence  of  their  common  country,  Germany,  and  in 
order  to  preferve  its  peace  and  tranquility,  have  con¬ 
cluded  this  convention  of  neutrality,  whereby  they 
reciprocally  bind  themfelves  not  to  fuffer  any  foreign 
troops  to  enter  the  empire,  during  the  troubles 
already  mentioned,  but  to  oppofe  with  their  utmoll 
foi ce,  tlie  maich  of  all  luch  troops,  that  Germany 
ma\  not  feel  the  calamities  of  war,  nor  its  funda¬ 
mental  laws  become  injured.”  And  it  likewife 

ftipulated 


fct  fn-e  to  many  parts  of  the  town,  to  increafe  the  general  con- 
iuiion,  that  toy  might  have  the  better  opportunity  to  plunder 
and  rob  and  top  the  deflated  citizens.  The  king,  queen, 
and  all  the  royal  family,  eicaped  from  the  palace,  juft  before  it 
fell  to  t ne  ground.  The  Spanifh  ambaffador,  and  nine  of  his 

dhr1C  •  penfhed  under  the  ru5ns  of  his  houfe.  A  remarkable 
a,,  Oi  providence  feems  to  have  diftinguifhed  the  Proteftanfs 

and  particularly  the  Englifn,  for  amongft  the  great  numbers 
lettled  in  Lif bon,  only  about  forty  or  fifty  perfons  perifhed  - 
owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  numbers  of  them  that  went  out 
of  town  m  the  morning  ;  it  being  the  feftival  of  All-Saints,  and 
the  day  appomted  for  the  celebration  of  the  Auto-da-fe,  when 
thcy  ch°le  to  avoid  the  infults  of  the  Portugueze  populace. 
\Vhen  the  news  of  this  dreadful  event  reached  England,  the 
whole  kingdom  was  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confternation,  at  toft 
itv/as  greatly  feared  left  its  confequences  might  affedt  public 
credit,  confidering  the  intereft  which  the  Britifh  merchants  have 
in  the  Portugueze  trade,  but  thefe  fears  fubfided,  when  it  was 
known,  that  the  quarter  of  the  town  in  which  the  Englifh  lived, 
and  where  they  had  their  warehoufes,  fuffered  the  leaft.  The 
generous  donation  granted  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  confe¬ 
rence  _  of  a  mefiage  from  the  king,  was  chiefly  fent  in  corn, 
flour,  rice,  and  beef,  which  were  a  very  feafonable  relief  to  the 
poor  Portugueze,  as  they  were  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  the 
neceffaries  of  life.  This  aftion  reflects  indeliable  honour  on  Britifh 
humanity;  and  what  enhances  the  merit  of  it  is,  the  Englifh 
themfelves  were  in  aftual  want  of  grain  at  the  fame  time  ;  "and 
'the  king  of  Portugal  in  order  to  fhew  his  gratitude  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  ordered  the  Britifh  refiden?,  Mr.  Caftres,  to  give  the  pre¬ 
ference  in  the  efiftribution  of  thefe  fupplies  to  the  Britifh  fubjefts  ; 
accordingly  about  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  provifions,  and  2000  I. 
in  money,  were  fet  afulc  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  remainder  was 
delivered  to  the  Portugueze,  for  wiiich  their  king  returned  his 
thanks  to  the  Britifli  crown  and  nation. 


(  i37  )  1 75 6 

ftipulated  that  Great -Britain  fhouid  pay  20,000  1.  as 
an  indemnification  for  taking  fttae  Prufiian  veflels 
ciurino-  the  late  war,  in  return  for  which  the  Pruffian 
monarch  prclmifed  to  pay  the  Silefia  loan,  which  he 
had  liopt  on  that  account.  The  fountain  from  whence 
this  treaty  flowed,  was  the  care  which  the  Britifh 
monarch  had  at  heart  for  the  fafety  of  his  German 
dominions  ;  and  the  jealoufly  and  averfion  which  . 
the  king  of  Prufiia  had  conceived  to  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh :  the  former  from  his  fear  of  the  French, 
who  he  forefaw  would  attack  Hanover-,  and  the  latter 
who  had  formed  a  defign  of  linking  fome  bold  ftroke, 
from  a  fear  of  reftriflion  and  controulment,  by  the 
near  fituation  of  the  Ruffians.  Their  views  and  in- 
terefts  thus  chiming  together,  produced  the  above 
treaty  and  king  George  had  the  further  fatisfa&ion 
of  removing  his  fufpicions  of  this  troublefome  and 
warlike  prince,  who  hovered  on  the  fkirts  of  his 
deflorate,  at  the  head  of  1 50,000  men,  that  could  in 
a  week  over-run  it-,  whom  he  had  reafon  to  dread, 
and  whole  condufl  was  at  bell  but  precarious.  There 
is  no  occafion  to  mention  who  made  the  nrfl  advances 
towards  forming  this  treaty.  The  king  of  Pruflia 
had  an  offer  of  the  alliance  of  France,  but  he  ex¬ 
changed  his  connexions  with  that  power  for  one 
with  Great-Britain,  which  he  knew  would  be  of  more 
advantage  to  his  deflgns  ;  though  as  to  what  his 
defigns  were,  it  is  impoflible  to  difclofe,  becaufe  it  is 
believed  he  never  imparted  them  to  any  confident 
or  ally  whatever  •,  yet  to  this  treaty,  and  that  of 
Peterfburgh,  mufl  be  imputed  the  bloody  and  de¬ 
ft  ructive  war  in  the  empire  which  fucceeded.  The 
houfe  of  Auftria  was  always  fufpicious  of  his  con- 
du£t,  for  during  the  lafl  war  he  had  given  diflin- 
guifhed  proofs  of  his  i  neon  flan  cy ;  he  had  an  aflive 
and  penetrating  genius,  poffeiTed  great  martial  abili¬ 
ties,  with  an  unbounded  ambition,  and  had  always 
a  large  number  of  troops  ready  for  addon,  which  he 
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•J2d  lately  augmented  beyond  the  proportion  of  his 
revenues  :  as  icon  *  the  emprefs-queen  heard  of  this 
adiancc,  ihe  immediately  threw  herfelf  into  the  arms 
or  b  ranee,  and  now  fire  obtained  the  friendship  of 

t'1“L.  Pl'\ver  at  1 u;  expence  of  the  barrier  againft  it 
n.  ti.e  etherlant.s,  and  alfo  concluded  a  treaty  of 
affiance  with  the  court  of  Verfailles  on  the  firit  of 

^ay,  and  the.emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  invited  to  accede 
to  this  treaty,  which  Ihe  afterwards  did. 

,  Whe"  the  invention  with  Pruflia  was  laid  before 
tne  parliament,  they  granted  the  king  20,000 1.  to 
rna.ee  good  his  engagements,  and  a  million  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  exigencies  fhould  require.  A  bill  was 
oroug.it  into  the  houfe  by  the  honourable  Charles 
owninend,  Efq  ;  for  compofing  a  militia,  and  after 
receiving  divers  amendments  it  patted  the  commons, 
but  m  the  lords,  it  fell  upon  a  divjfion,  the  majority 
iuppoiir.g  it  wanted  further  amendments. 

In  the  month  of  January  M.  Rouille,  the  French 
King  s  minifies-  and  fccretary  of  ftate,  wrote  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Fox  the  Britifh  fecretary,  expfftulating  on 
tne  orders  and  infirudhons  given  to  general  Braddock 
and  aumiral  Bofcawen  ;  he  complained  on  the  infult 
offered  to  the  French  flag,  in  taking  two  of  their 
men  of  war,  on  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  French 
fubjeffs  m  taking  their  merchant  fiiips,  and  finally 
he  demanded  full  reftitution  ;  and  when  that  fhould 
be  made,  lie  hoped  all  differences  would  be  accom¬ 
modated.  Mr  Fox  was  direfted  to  anfwer,  that  no 
fuch  refiitution  would  be  complied  with,  and  that 
the  fteps taken  by  the  Britifh  officers,  were  rendered 
indelpenfible  by  the  hoftilities,  which  the  French 
began  in  the  time  of  profound  peace.  Upon  receipt 
of  this  anfwer,  the  French  immediately  began  to 
repair  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  and  thev°feized 
the  Enghth  vettels,  in  the  different  ports' of  the 
kingdom,  and  fent  their  crews  to  prifon.  At  Breft 
tn>  v  emuioyeu  a  prodigious  number  of  artificers  and 
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Teamen,  in  equipping  a  large  armament.  ^  At%the 
fame  time  they  marched  ieveral  bodies  of  troops 
along  the  coafts  of  Picardy,  Normandy,  and  Britanny  ; 
which  fo  frightened  the  Britifh  miniftry,  that  they 
were  fully  perfuaded  the  enemy  intended  to  invade 
Great-Britain,  though  it  was  actually  no  more  than 
a  parade  of  marches  and  counter-marches,  calculated 
to  elude  us,  while  they  purfued  fome  more  feafible 
defign.  'Phe  people  caught  the  alarm  from  the  evi¬ 
dent  figns  of  perplexity-*  and  confirmation,  which 
appeared  among  the  miniftry  ;  no  one  doubted  the 
threatened  invafion  for  a  little  while,  and  every  one 
expected  a  declaration  of  war ;  but  this  latter  ftep 
was  fo  carefully  avoided,  that  moft  people  appre¬ 
hended  they  were  averfe  to  its  being  done,  though  . 
the  honour  and  interelt  of  the  nation  loudly  de¬ 
manded  it.  When  we  confider  the  French  had  with 
the  greatefi;  infolence  encroached  upon  the  Britifh. 
territories  in  America,  had  attacked,  feized,  and  ^ 
drove  oft'  our  traders,  had  committed  there  all  kinds 
of  hoftilities,  while  in  Europe  they  menanced  an  in¬ 
vafion,  repaired  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  and 
their  monarch  offered  large  premiums  to  his  fubjects, 
who  fhoukl  equip  privateers,  we  (hall  be  amazed  that 
the  Britifh  miniftry  refolved  to  a6t  on  the 
and  negledfed  to  employ  the  natural  ftrength  of  their 
country.  The  fears  of  a  French  invafion  had  taken 
fuch  pcftefiion  of  their  minds,  that  they  thought  of 
nothing  but  repelling  this  lcare-crow  they  ordered 
colonel  Yorke,  the  Britifh  refident  at  the  Hague, 
to  demand  of  rhe  Dutch  the  6000  men  as  ftipuiated 
by  treaty,  which  they  are  to  furnifh  when  Great- 
Britain  fhall  be  threatened  with  an  invafion  •,  the 
Dutch  were  perplexed  by  this  demand,  they  forefaw 
that  if  they  complied,  it  would  involve  them  in  the 
v/ar,  and  expofe  them  to  a  land  attack  from  France, 
which  they  dreaded-,  they  therefore  contrived  feveral 
delays,  before  they  could  give  an  anfwer  to  the 
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Englifli  memorial,  which  king  George  at  length  per* 
ceivirig,  ordered  the  refident  to  acquaint  the  princefs 
regent,  his  daughter,  that  he  would  not  infill  on  his 
demand,  upon  winch  the  Dutch  came  to  a  refoluti- 
on  to  adhere  to  a  neutrality.  About  the  latter  end 
of  March  the  king  acquainted  the  parliament,  that 
he  had  required  a  body  of  Heffian  troops,  purfuant 
to  the  late  treaty,  who  were  to  be  forthwith  brought 
over  for  the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms.  To  this 
meflage,  it  is  certain,  the  parliament  returned  their 
thanks  in  a  warm  addrefs.  This  unanimity  encou¬ 
raged  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  minifter,  to  move  for  an 
addrefs,  befeeching  the  king,  that  he  would  order 
twelve  battalions  of  his  electoral  troops,  for  a  more 
effectual  defence  of  this  ifland.  There  were  many 
members,  who  were  utterly  averfe  to  this  motion, 
yet,  confidering  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  they 
were  afraid  to  oppofe  it,  left  they  ihould  be  expofed  to 
a  more  odious  fufpicion.  The  addrefs  being  voted, 
and  prefented,  the  king  told  them  he  would  com¬ 
ply  with  their  requeft  *,  and  before  the  end  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month,  the  Heffians  and  Hanoverians  were 
actually  encamped  in  England;  the  expedition  made 
life  of  on  this  occafion  fhews  how  vigilant  men  can 
be  when  they  pleafe  ;  but  no  fuch  activity  marked 
the  Englifh  affairs  when  we  loft  Minorca,  nor  in 
equipping  any  of  our  armaments  againft  the  enemy. 
Here  we  fhall  conclude  the  events  of  the  parliament, 
as  nothing  elfe  material  happened  during  the  feflion, 
which  ended  on  the  27th  of  May.  And  now  we 
fhall  refume  our  thread  of  the  German  tranfaftions. 

As  foon  as  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  courts 
of  Vienna,  V/erfailles  and  Peterfburgh  was  concluded, 
they  folicited  the  concurrence  of  thofe  of  Madrid  and 
Turin;  but  thefe  wifely  refolved  to  adhere  to  a  neu¬ 
trality.  As  to  the  conduit  of  the  king  of  Poland, 
elector  of  Saxony,  we  Hand  too  near  the  time  to  be 
a  proper  judge  of  it.  When  the  treaty  of  Peterf- 

f  burgh 


SSSEL  - 


(  M-i  )  *756 

burgh  was  made,  it  is  certain  the  emprefs  queen  endea¬ 
voured  to  draw  him  into  the  confederacy,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  was  willing  to  contribute 
his  aid  towards  humbling  a  prince,  who  had,  during 
the  laft  war,  entered  his  dominions  without  any  pro¬ 
vocation,  took  poffeffiion  of  his  capital,  routed  his 
troops,  and  obliged  him  to  pay  a  million  ot  crowns 
to  indemnify  him  for  the  expence  of  this  expedition. 
W  hatever  anfwer  the  king  of  Poland  gave  to  the  em- 
preis  queen  we  do  not  pretend  to  know  :  it  is  true, 
he  did  not  fign  the  treaty,  perhaps  becaufe  he  was 
fituated  in  the  very  jaws  of  the  enemy,  and  confci- 
ous,  that  the  firffc  part  of  the  (form  muft  fall  upon  him- 
felf.  The  remembrance  of  pad  misfortunes  made  him 
cautious  fow  he  entered  into  new  meafures,  and  yet 
fhe  confidered  him  as  having  acceeded  to  the  treaty  •, 
for  when  the  king  of  PrufTia  afterwards  demanded  of 
her  the  caufe  in  making  warlike  preparations,  fhe 
anfwered,  they  were  for  the  defence  of  herlelf  and 
allies ;  this  latter  expreffion  could  mean  nobody  elfe 
but  the  elector  of  Saxony,  as  her  other  allies  were 
then  at  too  confiderable  a  diftance  to  be  attacked  by 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  ihe  even  apprehended  that  he 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  fentiments  of  the  two  cm- 
preffies,  but  his  advocates  fay  this  belief  was  falle- 
ly  grounded  ;  they  affirm  he  miftook  the  fentiments 
of  count  Bruhl,  his  minifter  and  favourite,  for  thole 
of  the  eleftor  himfelf.  It  is  certain  tlie  minifter  did  all 
in  his  yower,  by  the  molt  fcandalcus  and  artful  in¬ 
trigues,  to  make  an  open  breach  between  the  king 
of  Pruffia  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffi.a  :  but  whether 
the  king  of  Poland  countenanced  his  proceedings,  or 
whether  the  emprefs  queen  took  his  word  as  the  fame 
as  his  mafter,  the  world  is  yet  in  the  dark.  The 
king  of  Pruffia,  however,  made  a  plaufible  handle 
of  Bruhl’s  letters,  copies  of  which  he  found  at  Dref- 
den,  and  by  many  ingenious,  and  fome  erroneous 
conftrudlions,  he  made  the  world  believe  the  king 

T  of 


175^  (  142  ) 

of  Poland  was  actually  in  the  confederacy  againfb 
him  :  this  fort  of  caiuiftry  did  him  abundance  of  fer- 
vice  in  England.  Sweden  was  brought  into  the  confe¬ 
deracy,  in  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between 
the  emprefs  queen  and  the  king  of  France,  tho5  fhe 
entered  Germany  upon  a  pretence  of  being  guaran¬ 
tee  or  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  The  emiflaries  of 
France  began  to  tamper  among  the  fenators  of  Swe¬ 
den,  who  were  noway  averfe  to  the  war,  when  they 
were  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the  confederacy  :  on 
the  contrary,  they  entertained  hope's  of  gaining  con- 
fiderable  advantages  by  it,  particularly  the  recovery 
or  their  ancient  pofleffions  in  Pomerania :  France 
did  not  fail  to  flatter  their  ambition  •  but  a  tranfac- 
tion  happening  in  Sweden,  proved  fuch  a  check  to 
this  .intrigue,  that  nothing  further  was  done  during 
the  remainder  of  this  year.  The  difpofition  of  the 
diet  or  fenate  of  Sweden  was  oppofite  to  that  of  the 
king  and  queen  ;  he  was  allied  by  inclination,  and 
fhe  by  blood  to  the  king  of  Pruffia.  The  fenate  be¬ 
held  this  contrary  opinion  in  their  majefties  with  the 
utmoft  jealoufy ;  they  narrowly  watched  their  condudt; 
and  it  was  in  the  courfe  of  this  ftridt  obfervation,  that 
they  difcovered  a  plot  for  altering  the  prefent  form 
of  the  government,  by  augmenting  the  power  of  the 
crown.  Several  perfons  of  rank  being  convidted  of 

jk.  o 

being  concerned  in  this  confpiracy  were  beheaded  as 
principals*,  upon  the  whole  it  did  not  appear,  that 
the  king  was  concerned  in  this  affair,  yet  he  thought 
himfell  lo  hardly  treated  by  the  diet,  that  he  threat¬ 
ened  to  refign  his  royalty,  and  retire  to  his  hereditary 
dominions  in  Germany. 

The  king  of  Pruffia, who  had  perfect  intelligence  of 
all  political  tranfadtions,  kept  his  army  ready  to  march 
on  a  moment’s  notice  *,  but,  in  order  to  poifon  the 
minds  of  the  proteftants  of  all  Europe  with  a  detef- 
tanon  of  the  courts  of  the  confederacy,  he  induftri- 
pufly  circulated  a  report,  that  by  a  fecret  article  in 
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the  treaty  of  Verfailles,  the  contracting  powers,  viz. 
France,  Auftria,  and  Ruflia,  had  bound  themfelves 
to  deftroy  the  proteftant  religion,  and  overturn  the 
freedom  of  the  empire,  by  a  forced  election  of  the 
king  of  the  Romans.  The  cry  of  religion  ferved  as  a 
handle  for  both  fides.  The  partizans  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  declared,  that  the  principal  object  ot  the 
treaty  of  alliance  between  the  kings  of  Great  Britain 
and  Pruflia,  was  the  ruin  of  the  catholic  faith  in 
Germany.  During  this  war  on  paper,  which  found 
its  way  into  the  diet  of  the  empire,  and  into  the 
moft  refpectable  courts  in  Europe,  the  grand  ope¬ 
ration  was  preparing  on  a  more  folid  and  durable  foun¬ 
dation  :  two  confiderable  armies,  with  feveral  large 
magazines,  were  aflembling  in  Bohemia  and  Mora¬ 
via.  The  king  of  Pruflia,  alarmed  at  thefe  prepara¬ 
tions,  ordered  his  minifter  at  Vienna  to  demand  ca¬ 
tegorically,  whether  thofe  preparations  for  war  were 
not  defigned  againft  him,  or  what  were  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Imperial  court  ?  but  he  received  only  an 
equivocal  anfwer,  that  the  emprefs  queen,  in  the 
prefen t  fituation  of  affairs,  found  it  neceflary  to  make 
thofe  preparations  for  the  defence  of  herfelf  and  allies; 
and  afterwards  fhe  declared,  that  thofe  preparations 
were  not  refolved  on  till  after  the  king  of  Pruflia  had 
been  fome  time  employed  in  making  armaments. 
Thus  it  is  evident,  that  each  fide  had  refolved  on 
making  war  from  motives  purely  its  own.  The 
king  of  Pruflia  was  ready,  and  had  been  long  wait¬ 
ing  for  an  opportunity  to  ftrike  fome  coup  d’eclat  ; 
his  character  and  conduct  verify  the  affertion.  The 
emprefs  queen,  even  during  the  laft  war,  determined 
on  retaking  Silefia  the  firft  favourable  moment.  Her 
alliances  were  made  with  this  view,  and  her  prepa¬ 
rations  for  war  were  to  give  fpirit  for  her  negociati- 
ons.  This  latter  circumftance  obliged  the  king  of 
Pruflia  to  refolve  not  to  fufpend  his  operations  any 
longer.  He  determined  to  enter  Bohemia,  in  order 
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to  deftroy  the  Auftrian  armies  and  magazines  in  that 
kingdom  ;  but  the  ftorm  firft  fell  upon  Saxony, 
wliich  he  refolved  to  keep  pofieffion  of  as  a  frontier, 
became  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the  eledtor  was  in 
fome  meafure  conneded  with  the  two  empreffes. 
i  he  king  of  Poland,  who  had  dreaded  this  vifitati- 
on,  had  drawn  the  troops  of  his  eledorate  together 
at  Pima,  where  they  encamped,  furrounded  by  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  a  numerous  artillery.  '  At  firft  the 
king  of  Pruflla  feemed  only  to  demand  a  free  paflage 
f;) r  ins  ti oops,  with  an  oblervance  of  neutrality  on 
the  part  of  the  Saxons;  and  as  a  fecurity  for  which, 
they  fhould  quit  their  poll  and  difperfe  themfelves. 
The  former  part  of  this  demand  was  granted,  but 
the  latter  was  refilled  ;  upon  which  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  feized  the  towns  of  Leipfic  and  Drefden,  and 
formed  a  blockade  round  the  Saxon  camp  at  Pirna, 
in  order  to  reduce  them  by  famine,  fince  its  ftrong 
fituation  rendered  an  attack  unadvifeable.  In  the 
mean  time  his  troops  took  pofieffion  of  all  the  ma¬ 
gazines  and  granaries  they  could  find  in  the  eledo- 
rate  ;  and  he  ordered  the  revenues  to  be  feized,  and 
paid  to  Pruffiati  officers  k  1  wo  Auftrian  armies  were 
at  this  time  forming  in  Bohemia  under  M.  Brown  and 
M.  Picolomini,  cnc  of  which  he  judged  would  fpeedi- 
iy  march  to  tne  relict  ot  the  Saxons  ;  therefore  to 
Keep  them  in  awe,  he  ordered  M.  Schwerin  to  en¬ 
ter  Bohemia  from  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  M.  Keith 
to  penetrate  into  it  on  the  fide  ot  Mifnia;  but  appre¬ 
hending  that  they  were  not  fufficient,  or  not  entirely 


.A j  fi'on  c: '  ■-Iif'  ;  'fiy  of  Pruflla  entered  Saxon v,  procefs  was 
commenced  again  A  him  in  the  emperor’s  aulic  council,  and  in 
the  diet  of  the  empire,  where  he  was  condemned  for  contuma¬ 
cy  ;  and  the  fifed  acquainted  him  that  he  was  put  under  the  ban 
Of  the  empire,  and  adju  I^ed  fallen  from  the  dignities  and  poflef- 
fions  which  he  Ik  id  und  r  it:  at  the  f  me  time  the  circles  of  the 
empiit  were.  orucr-d  to  furnilli  th”ir  contingents  in  men  and  mo¬ 
ney  to  put  this  lenience  in  execution. 

con- 
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confiding  in  their  difpofitions,  he  committed  the 
blockade  of  Pirn  a  to  an  officer  of  inferior  note,  and 
entered  Bohemia  himfelf  with  the  main  body  ol  his 
army  .  he  joined  his  troops  under  M.  Keith,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  attack  the  Auftrians  at  Lowofchutz.  Par¬ 
ly  in  the  morning,  on  the  firft  day  of  October,  the 
Pruffian  cavalry  advanced  to  attack  the  enemy,  who 
were  covered  by  a  numerous  artillery  *,  the  good  di¬ 
rection  of  this  fire  obliged  them  to  recoil  and  retreat 
with  confiderable  lols ;  however,  they  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  made  an  impreffion  on  the  Auftrian  ca¬ 
valry,  as  well  as  drove  away  fome  irregulars,  who 
had  galled  them  in  flank  *,  Hill  they  fuffered  greatly, 
infomuch  that  the  king  thought  proper  to  order  them 
to  retreat  to  the  rear  of  the  army,  from  which  they 
never  afterwards  advanced.  The  cannon,  ^during 
this  time,  maintained  a  prodigious  fire,  and  did 
great  execution.  M.  Keith  attacked  the  village  of 
Lowofchutz  at  the  head  of  the  infantry.  After  their 
powder  and  Jhot  were  expended,  the  enemy  were 
forced  out  of  it  by  the  foldiers  bayonets,  and  the 
Pruffians  afterwards  fet  its  l'uburbs  on  fire.  However, 
the  Aultrian  army  was  not  broke,  nor  did  it  quit 
the  field  of  battle  :  the  Pruffians  advanced  not  an  inch 
further  than  Lowofchutz,  where  the  king  fixed  his 
head  quarters.  The  firing  ceafed  on  both  fides, 
without  any  apparent  caufe,  as  one  had  not  gained 
fo  great  an  advantage,  nor  the  other  fuffered  fo  ma¬ 
terial  a  lofs  to  ftagnate  the  aflion.  At  prefent  the 
battle  had  all  the  appearances  of  being  a  drawn  one, 
without  being  likely  to  produce  any  benefit  to  either, 
yet  both  armies  fung  Te  Deum,  both  generals  claim¬ 
ed  the  victory,  and  the  gazettes  of  Vienna  and  Ber¬ 
lin  teemed  with  faiffiood  on  this  occafion.  I  he  only 
way  to  reconcile  them,  is  to  acknowledge,  which  was 
really  the  faff,  that  both  made  a  few  pnioners,  took 
a  few  cannon,  and,  for  their  trophies,  gained  a  few 
colours.  As  to  the  lofs,  that  of  the  Pruffians  doubt- 
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Iefs  amounted  to  -2500  men,  though  they  never  own¬ 
ed  it  ;  but  that  of  the  Auftrians  is  generally  believ¬ 
ed  to  be  more,  and  yet  not  much.  Both  armies  en¬ 
camped  on  the  field,  and  remained  there  during  the 
following  night:  next  day  the  Andrians  decamped, 
eroded  the  Egra  in  the  face  of  their  enemy,  and  re¬ 
tired  to  Budin  for  want  of  water.  The  Pruffians  re¬ 
turned  to  Saxony,  and  joined  the  troops,  who  had 
been  left  to  block  up  the  Saxons  at  Pirna,  Thus,  if 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  when  he  entered  Bohemia,  in¬ 
tended  to  have  wintered  in  that  kingdom,  he  loft  the 
battle  ;  but  if  his  plan  for  this  year’s  operations  ex¬ 
tended  no  further  than  to  reduce  the  Saxons,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  gained  it.  M.  Brown  made  divers  motions  to 
relieve  the  Saxons,  who  were  now  reduced  to  great 
hardfhips  by  famine,  but  he  found  it  itnpoffible,  the 
Pruffians  had  taken  poffefiion  of  all  the  defiles,  ave¬ 
nues,  mountains,  &c.  for  a  considerable  diftance 
round  about  Pirna.  The  king  of  Poland,  while  the 
king  of  Pruffia  was  in  Bohemia,  quitted  his  Ger¬ 
man  dominions ;  and  now  he  fent  a  letter  to  count 
Rutowfki,  who  commanded  at  Pirna,  veiling  that 
officer  with  full  power  to  furrender,  or  to  take  fuch 
meafures, which  he  thought  moil  conducive  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  troops.  The  Saxons  were  fpent  with 
hunger,  and  greatly  fatigued  by  throwing  bridges  over 
the  Elbe, and  making  feveral  motions  in  order  to  effect 
their  own  delivery  *,  their  horfes  were  fo  weak,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  draw  their  artillery,  and  their  poft  as 
difficult  to  leave  as  it  was  to  force  ;  therefore  they 
refolved  in  a  council  of  war  to  furrender  themfelves 
to  the  king  of  Pruffia.  Pie  compelled  many  of  them 
to  enter  into  his  fervice,  he  obliged  the  electorate  of 
Saxony  to  furnifh  him  with  a  great  number  of  re¬ 
cruits,  and  he  levied  the  moft  exorbitant  contributi¬ 
ons,  which,  in  cafe  of  non-payment,  he  threatened 
ruin  to  the  inhabitants  by  military  execution,  and  he 
took  up  his  winter  quarters  amengft  them  •,  thus 
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were  the  poor  Saxons  obliged  to  bear  the  burthen 
of  a  war  againd  themfelves,  and  to  have  for  their 
enemy  the  man  who  took  upon  himfelf  the  title  of 
defender  of  protedantifm,  though  this  country  is  the 
ftate  to  which  that  religion  owes  its  edablifhment  and 
prefervation.  He  forced  open  the.  doors  of  the  royal 
palace  at  Drefden,  though  protected  by  the  queen, 
to  whom  he  had  given  the  firmed  aflfurances  of  all 
due  refpedl :  flhe  was  ufed  with  violence,  and  even 
put  in  danger  of  her  life,  before  fhe  quitted  the  ca¬ 
binet  in  which  the  archives  of  the  date  were  lodged. 
Every  clofet  and  every  cabinet  was  broke  open,  and 
every  part  was  ftridtly  fearched.  Thefe  extraordina¬ 
ry  feverities  and  indecencies  were  decried  by  every  ci¬ 
vilized  nation  in  Europe.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  in 
order  to  vindicate  his  conduit,  publifhed  a  memorial 
of  the  tranfaftions,  to  which  he  annexed  a  copy  of 
the  authentic  documents  which  he  feized  at  Drefden  ; 
but,  upon  the  whole,  it  contained  nothing  more  than 
what  we  have  mentioned  in  our  attempt  to  explain 
the  motives  of  this  German  war  ;  it  was  circulated 
with  great  indudry  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe  by  his 
ambaffadors  •,  in  England  it  was  received  with  open 
arms  by  thofe  who  found  it  their  intered  to  become 
fycophants  and  time-fervers.  Thefe  took  infinite 
pains  to  indil  a  good  opinion  of  the  king  of  Pruffia 
into  the  minds  of  the  people.  They  undertook  to  af- 
fert,  that  he  was  the  defender  of  protedantifm,  and 
that  he  was  fo  great  and  able  an  abidance  to  us,  w’e 
could  not,  nay  we  fhould  be  ruined  without  him  *. 

It 


*  This  noify  nonfcnfe  about  German  politics  turned  the  heads 
of  the  people  ;  they  forgot  their  own  national  difpute,  which  in 
this  date  of  abfurdity  and  lethargy,  teemed  with  ruin  and  dis¬ 
grace  ;  they  forgot,  that  but  a  little  while  before,  the  king  cf 
Pruffia  was  the  objeft  of  their  utmoft  hatred,  when  they  freely 
fpent  their  money  in  Germany,  for  fear  lie  fhould  get  Silefia,  and 
now  they  began  to  pour  forth  their  millions  to  prevent  his  lofing 
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It  was  difloyalty,  they  affirmed,  not  to  believe  thefe 
tales,  and  yet  they  were  palpable  faiffioods  :  they 
were  Jacobites  and  rebels  who  did  not  own  that  the 
king  of  Pruffia  was  fighting  for  the  caufe  of  Great- 
Britain.  i  he  few  fenfible  men  who  knew  the  true 
intereft  of  their  country,  could  not  be  heard  in  this 
tumultuous  cry.  Thefe  proftitutes  of  the  public 
weal,  made  a  mafic  for  the  true  welfare  of  this  nation  ; 
.they  held  out  a  falfe  vifage  to  the  people,  who  were 
taught  to  idolize  this  fhadow  of  honour,  this  monu¬ 
ment  or  deception ;  while  impoftors  in  great  numbers 
took  the  field  on  paper,  in  fhouting  to  the  drunken 
mob,  the  praife  of  the  Pruflian  demi-god. 

The  British  affairs  in  America,  wore  as  bad  a  com¬ 
plexion  this  year  as  laft,  partly  owing  to  the  mif- 
chiefrf  and  broils  at  home,  and  partly  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions  which  influenced  the  affemblies  of 
the  ieveral  provinces  *,  each  was  for  attacking  the 
enemy  on  his  own  frontiers,  but  not  willing  to  affift 
his  neighbour.  The  conduft  of  general  Shirley,  had 
in  England  been  declared  delitory,  and  confidered  as 
unfatisfaftory  •,  therefore  it  was  determined  to  fuper- 
fede  him,  with  another  officer,  and  order  him  home; 
but  even  thefe  orders  were  not  dated  in  London,  till 
the  laft  day  of  March,  and  then  the  commander  was 


it.  Nay,  what  is  more  incredible,  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
deluded  by  an  ignus  fatuus,  that  the  Proteftant  religion  was  in 
dang  r;  and  yet  in  the  1  alt  war,  when  Great-Britain  had  the 
emprefs  ci  u  en  in  alliance,  and  the  king^.of  Pruffia  was  a  Pilled 
by  the  1  dng  of  France,  they  did  not  think'khe  Proteftant  religion 
at  all  cone  rned;  and  he  was  then  university  decried  by  our- 
felves  and  allies,  as  a  man  void  of  faith '  religion,  and  prin¬ 
ciple.  When  he  entered  upon  this  war,  lie  began  to  crulh  the 
very  Hate  that  gave  birth  to  Proteftantfm ;  and  in  a  little  time 
there  were  more  Proteftant  Hates  fighting  againft  him  than  for 
him  ;  and  even  thefe  latter  few,  were  taken  into  our  own  im¬ 
mediate  pay,  to  prevent  their  joining  the  oppofite  caufe.  Where 
then  is  the  danger  to  which  the  Proteftant  religion  is  expofed, 
but  from  the  Proteftants  themfelves,  cutting  one  another’s 
throats  ? 

but 
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but  juft  appointed.  Colonel  Webb,  carried  tlufe 
difpatches  to  America,  and  he  was  followed  by  general 
Abercrombie,  who  arrived  at  New-York  on  the 
20th  of  June,  with  fome  troops  ;  but  the  earl  of 
Loudon,  the  commander  in  chief,  did  not  arrive 
there  before  the  23d  of  July.  Whether  thefe  delays 
muft  be  imputed  to  a  flare  of  flupifaftion  at  home, 
we  know  not :  it  is  certain  they  ruined  the  plan  of 
operations,  which  were  this  year  concerted  for  attack¬ 
ing  fort  Niagara,  fituated  between  the  lakes  Ontario 
and  Erie,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  Canada  and  Louisiana.  The  marquis  de  Yran- 
drueii,  governor  of  Canada,  being  informed  of  this 
fcheme,  was  determined  to  fru  Irate  it.  He  got 
exaft  intelligence  of  the  flate  and  condition  of  fort 
Ofwego,  which  was  fituated  on  the  lake  Ontario, 
and  the  number  of  vefTels  on  the  lake-,  this  fort  had 
been  built  by  Mr.  Shirley,  in  order  to  open  and 
fecure  a  pafiage  to  go  and  attack  the  French  forts 
Niagara  and  Frontenac,  and  fome  veffeh  which  were 
built  on  the  lake,  were  defigned  to  tranfport  the 
troops  into  the  enemies  territories  *,  it  was  alfo  de¬ 
figned  for  covering  the  Iroquois,  and  fecuring  the 
Indian  trade,  though  in  faft  they  were  fo  corrupted 
by  the  French,  that  there  was  no  longer  any  depen¬ 
dence  on  them.  Vandrueil  difpatched  the  marquifs 
de  Montcalm,  a  cruel  wretch,  who  delighted  in  the 
moft  horrid  butcheries,  and  every  aft  of  wanton 
barbarity,  with  about  3000  men  to  reduce  this  fort. 
As  foon  as  he  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  lie 
received  intimation  that  the  Englifh  were  fending  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  (lores  and  provisions  to  the 
fort,  and  he  lent  oT  a  detachment  of  Indians  to  at¬ 
tack  the  convoy,  which  was  commanded  by  captain 
Bradftreet,  but  that  officer  received  them  fo  well  as 
to  render  their  efforts  ineffectual  with  lofs:  from  fome* 
prifoners,  which  he  made  on  this  occafion,  he  learned 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  their  numbers  and  pofition ; 
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an  account  of  which  he  difpatched  to  general  Aber¬ 
crombie  at  Albany,  and  this  officer  ordered  colonel 
Webb,  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  Olwego.  No  other  information  arrived  at 
Albany  concerning  Olwego,  till  it  was  taken  •,  Brad- 
ftreet  having  lent  the  {lores  and  provifions  into  the 
fort,  proceeded  to  Schenedtady.  Montcalm  em¬ 
barked  his  troops  and  cannon  in  boats,  and  crofled 
over  the  lake,  and  on  the  1  ith  of  August  he  appeared 
before  Ofwego  *,  the  garrifon  of  which  confuted  of 
1  600  men,  commanded  by  colonel  Mercer,  an  of¬ 
ficer  of  approved  bravery,  and  provided  with  one 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon  ;  but  the  fortifications  of 
the  place  were  not  fit  tordift  regular  approaches,  .the 
materials  were  principally  of  timber,  the  defences 
badly  contrived,  and  even  unfinifhed.  Montcalm  at¬ 
tacked  it  with  thirty  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fome 
mortars,  but  on  the  13th  colonel  Mercer  being  killed, 
the  garrifon  fell  into  confulion,  the  officers  were  di¬ 
vided  in  their  opinions  what  to  do,  and  on  the  14th 
having  conlidered  that  the  place  was  untenable  they 
demanded  a  capitulation,  and  furrendered  on  con¬ 
dition  of  being  treated  with  humanity,  and  fent  pri- 
foners  to  Montreal.  However,  Montcalm,  did  not  ob- 
ferve  this  promife,  he  permitted  his  Indians  to  maf- 
facre  the  defencelefs  foldiers,  as  they  ftood  on  the  pa¬ 
rade  *,  to  aflaffinate  lieutenant  de  la  Court,  though  un¬ 
der  the  protedbion  of  a  French  officer,  to  barbaroufiy 
fcalp  all  tfie  fick  in  the  holpital,  and  finally,  in  diredt 
violation  of  the  articles,  he  delivered  up  twenty  of 
the  garrifon  to  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  that  number 
they  had  loft  during  the  fiege,  that  they  might  be 
tortured  to  death,  according  to  the  cruel  cuftom  of 
the  country.  The  veflels  on  the  lake  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  •,  who  immediately  after  the  fur- 
render  of  the  fort  demoliftied  it,  and  embarked  with 
their  prifoners  and  cannon  for  fort  Frontenac.  It 
has  been  mentioned  that  captain  Bradftreet,  fent 
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intelligence  to  general  Abercrombie,  of  the  enemy’s 
intentions  on  Olwego,  and  that  Mr.  Webb  was 
ordered  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  march-,  this 
information  arrived  at  Albany  on  the  12th  of  July, 
but  general  Webb  did  not  leave  that  place  in  order 
to  proceed  to  (Jiwego,  till  the  9th  of  Auguft ; 
on  the  17  th  he  received  advice  that  the  fort  was 
taken,  upon  which  he  returned  to  Albany.  The 
delay  of  this  march  was  principally  owing  to  the 
American  governors  :  before  general  Webb  could  be 
provided  with  neceffaries,  lord  Loudon  arrived  at 
Albany,  which  w7as  on  the  29th  of  July,  and  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Olwtgo  was  the  firft  object  of  his  attention  ; 
but  he  w'as  ltrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  province  of 
New- York  and  others,  who  urged  the  taking  of 
Crown-Point,  not  fo  much  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
own  frontiers,  as  to  divert  him  from  relieving  Ofwego, 
which  they  hoped  would  fall,  that  they  might  have 
fome  appearance  of  reafon  for  blaming  general  Shir¬ 
ley,  who  had  always  the  fecurity  of  it  much  at  heart, 
though  he  refigned  his  command  on  the  25th  of  June. 
Theie  enemies  to  their  country  at  length  aquiefced 
in  fending  general  Webb,  when  it  was  too  la'te.  No¬ 
thing  further  was  done  the  troops  wintered  at 
Albany. 

This  year  a  new  enemy  ftarted  up  againft  the 
Englifh  in  the  Eaft-Indies  :  this  was  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal,  or  more  properly  fpeaking,  the  Suba  of  the 
three  Provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahir,  and  Orixa  he  had 
but  lately  alpired  to  this  dignity,  which  he  obtained 
by  a  fortunate  audacity  •,  he  was  of  a  fickle  and  in- 
conftant  dilpofition,  both  in  the  meaiures  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  and  with  his  favourites  *,  deftitute  of  prin¬ 
ciple,  void  of  fentiment,  either  of  the  palt  or  the  fu¬ 
ture  ;  fplenetic  without  a  caufe,  and  cruel  in  his  ha¬ 
tred  ;  but  his  prevailing  pafTions  were  avarice,  and 
the  love  of  riches.  He  was  flattered  by  fome  of  his 
courtiers,  who  were  either  afraid  of  him,  or  folicitous 
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of  being  in  his  favour,  that  the  Englifn,  fettled  in 
his  domini  ns,  were  immenfely  rich,  that  he  might 
under  colour  of  granting  them  favour  and  protection, 
extort  large  fums  from  them,  and  that  in  cafe  of  re¬ 
fill  a! ,  his  force  was  Diffident  to  crufh  them.  Ani¬ 
mated  by  this  advice,  he  determined  to  attack  the 
Englifh,  in  order  ro  lhtvv  them  hi-  power,  though  at 
tins  time  they  had  not  given  him  the  lead  affront, 
nor  mar  defied  the  leaft  didike  to  his  perlbn  or  go¬ 
vernment.  Mis  averfion  to  them  proceeded  from 
his  information  that  they  were  rich.  On  the  4th  of 
June,  he  feized  the  little  town  of  Cafiimbuzar, 
fituated  on  the  Ganges,  at  a  fmail  didance  from 
Muxadavad  his  capital.  Here  he  openly  declared 
that  hisdefign  was  to  deprive  the  Englifh  of  all  their 
fettlements  •,  and  with  this  view  he  began  his  march 
fouthwards  along  the  banks  of  the  river  to  Calcutta, 
which  is  the  principal  Englifh  iettlement  there.  He 
pretended  to  have  a  caufe  for  marching  againd  Cal¬ 
cutta,  which  was,  that  Mr.  Drake,  the  governor,  had 
granted  protection  to  one  of  his  iubjedts,  whom  he  had 
out  awed  for  confpiring  againd  him.  We  fhall  not 
enquire  into  the  merits  of  this  pretence  •,  it  is  certain 
that  he  appeared  before  fort  William  at  Calcutta,  with 
$n  army  of  70,000  men  in  the  month  of  June.  The 
governor,  terrified  by  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  or, 
as  being  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  could 
not  from  motives  of  com'cience  refid  an  attack,  im¬ 
mediately  abandoned  the  fort,  with  many  of  the 
principal  perfons  in  the  fettlement,  who  laved  them- 
fclves  with  their  mod  valuable  effects  on  board  the 
/hips.  Notwithdanding  this  defertion,  Mr.  Holwell, 
the  fecond  in  command,  affifted  by  a  few  gallant 
friends,  and  the  remains  of  a  feeble  garrifon,  bravely 
held  out  the  fort  to  the  lad  extremity  •,  but  a  noble 
defence  could  not  keep  an  untenable  place,  or  affedf 
an  ungenerous  enemy.  On  the  20th  of  june^  the 
fort  was  taken,  and  the  garrifon,  confiding  of  one 
‘  ’  ’  **  hundred 
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hundred  and  forty-fix  perfons  being  made  prifoners, 
were  for  that  night,  in  this  fultry  climate,  crammed 
into  a  dungeon,  called  the  black-hole  prifon,  a  cube 
of  only  eighteen  feet,  walled  to  the  eastward  and 
Southward,  the  only  quarters  from  which  they  could 
receive  air :  there  is  no  occafion  todefcri'oe  the  cruel 
refidence  of  thefe  unhappy  vidtims  the  humane 
reader  may  eafily  fancy  it ;  Mr.  Holwel!,  wirh  only 
twenty-two  others  came  out  alive  next  morning,  to 
paint  a  fcene  of  the  molt  unfortunate  diftreis  which 
perhaps  hu  nan  nature  ever  iufFered  •,  the  reft  were 
fuffocated  or  trampled  to  death.  The  Suba  queftioned 
him  concerning  the  treafure  in  the  forr,  and  thoup-h 
Mr.  Holweil,  ariirmed  there  was  none,  yet  he  ob- 
ftinately  adherred  to  his  miftaken  opinion,  and  or¬ 
dered  them  to  be  fhackled  and  condu  ted  to  his  ca¬ 
pital,  where  they  under-went  another  feiies  of  mi- 
leries  :  at  leng  h  being  convinced  that  there  adtually 
was  no  treafure  at  Calcutta,  and  his  grand-mother 
inierpoling  in  their  behalf,  he  granted  the  n  their 
liberty.  Thislofs  was  Severely  felt  bv  the  Eall-India 
company,  as  it  was  the  principal  fettlement  which 
they  had  in  Bengal,  and  the  fort  the  only  lecurity 
which  they  had  to  this  valuable  part  of  their  trade. 
To  retrieve  theie  affairs  admiral  Waifon  and  colonel 
Clive  were  called  with  their  forces  from  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  which  they  happily  eifedted  in  the  courfe 
of  the  following  year. 

Troubles,  prior  to  thefe,  had  fome  time  ago  broke 
out  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  but  we  poftponed 
giving  a  detail  of  them,  as  they  had  no  connexion  with 
any  European  concern,  till  we  mentioned  the  events 
in  India  djunng  the  present  year.  In  i  749,  the  grand 
Mogul,  to  whom  all  die  Nabobs  are  fubjed,  depofed 
Sundah  Saheb,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  railed  to 
that  dignity  Anawerde  Khan,  who  immediately  en¬ 
tered  into  a  fort  of  alliance  with  the  Englilh.  The 
difgraced  Nabob,  animated  with  the  thoughts  of  re¬ 
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venge,  had  recourfe  to  Monfieur  Dupliex,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Pondicherry,  for  a  fcheme  to  depofe  his 
rival  *,  Dupliex,  in  confideration  of  his  granting  to 
the  french  fome  valuable  immunities"  in  cafe  he  fuc- 
ceeded,  as  well  as  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  rob¬ 
bing  the  Englifh  of  an  ally,  fent  a  body  of  French 
troops  to  his  affiftance,  with  whom,  and  fome  fol¬ 
lowers  of  his  own,  he  defeated  and  flew  Anawerde 
Khan  in  the  plains  of  his  own  capital,  and  re-aflfumed 
the  government  of  the  Province.  Mahommed  Ali 
Khan,  fon  to  the  deceafed  Nabob,  fled  with  a  few 
friends  to  1  iruchinapalli,  a  place  of  fome  ftrength, 
and  lying  conflderably  to  the  fouthward,  where  he 
folicited  the  affiftance  of  the  Englifh,  who  granted 
his  requeft,  and  lent  major  Lawrence  with  a  fupply 
of  men  and  money  to  his  relief:  in  confequence  of 
this  reinforcement  fome  advantages  were  gained  over 
the  enemy-,  but  nothing  material  was  done,  and 
foon  after  major  Lawrence  returned  to  England. 
Fie  then  came  to  fort  St.  David,  and  begged  their 
more  effectual  fupport,  urging  that  his,  and  their 
caufe,  was  the  fame  for,  if  the  enemies  were  buf¬ 
fered  to  proceed  in  their  conquefts,  they  fhould  both 
be  obliged  to  quit  the  whole  coaft.  This  reprefen- 
tation  gained  him  another  reinforcement,  but  nothing 
being  attempted,  the  Englifh  feparated  from  his 
army,  which  the  enemy  were  no  fooner  informed  of, 
than  they  gave  him  battle,  and  totally  defeated  him 
in  April  1750.  He  again  retired  to  Tiruchinapalli, 
and  again  fupplicated  the  affiftance  of  the  Englifh, 
who  entered  into  a  clofe  alliance  with  him,  in  con¬ 
fideration  of  his  ceding  to  them  fome  commercial 
points  which  had  been  long  indifpute  *,  mean  while 
the  conqueror  followed  him  to  his  ftrong-hold,  and 
laid  fiege  to  it.  The  firft  ftep  which  the  Englifh 
took,  was  the  fending  a  detachment  into  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Arcot,  in  order  to  divide  the  French  forces  ; 
on  this  occafion  Mr.  Clive,  purveyor  of  the  army, 
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offered  his  fervice  as  a  volunteer,  and  he  was  allowed 
to  command  this  expedition.  He  made  the  utmoft 
difpatch  to  Arcot,  and  with  two  hundred  and  ten 
Europeans  he  feized  that  city,  before  the  enemy  had 
any  knowledge  of  his  march.  Asfoon  as  SundahSaheb 
heard  of  this  tranfaclion,  he  detached  his  Ion  to  retake 
Arcot;  this  youth  befieged  it,  and  having  at  length 
made  two  breaches,  he  gave  a  general  affault,  but  was 
fo  gallantly  received  and  repulled  by  Mr.  Clive,  that  he 
retired  from  before  the  place  with  precipitation.  At 
this  junfture  Mr.  Clive,  was  reinforced  by  a  detach¬ 
ment  under  captain  Kirkpatrick,  with  which,  and  his 
garrifon,  he  immediately  marched  after  the  enemy, 
and  on  the  3d  of  December  1752,  gave  them  a  total 
defeat  in  the  plains  of  Arani,  with  very  little  lofs  on 
his  own  fide ;  the  cities  of  Arani  and  Kajevaran  fur- 
rendered  in  confequence.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
next  year  the  enemy  having  collected  their  forces, 
confifting  of  French  and  Indians,  advanced  towards 
Madrafs,  but  hearing  of  Mr.  Clive’s  approach,  they 
retired  to  Koveripauk,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Arcot ;  he  Fill  continuing  to  purfue  them,  they  re- 
folved  to  give  him  battle,  placing  their  hopes  of  vic¬ 
tory  on  their  vaft  fuperiority  in  numbers ;  he  ad¬ 
vanced  up  to  fome  intrenchments  which  they  had 
thrown  up,  where  the  difpute  la  fled  fome  time,  with 
doubtful  advantage,  but  at  length  it  terminated  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Clive;  the  French  furrendered,  but 
it  being  dark  when  the  battle  ceafed,  the  Indians  got 
off,  neverthelefs  this  action  proved  fuch  a  levere  blow 
to  them,  that  they  were  never  able  to  make  head 
again  in  the  Province  of  Arcot.  By  this  time,  major 
Lawrence,  had  returned  from  England,  and  wa$  ar¬ 
rived  at  fort  St.  David,  having  alfumed  the  com¬ 
mand  in  chief  of  all  the  forces ;  he  began  his  march 
for  Tiruchinapalli,  in  order  to  attack  Sundali  Saheb, 
who  on  receiving  advice  of  his  approach  retired  from 
Tiruchinapalli  to  Syrinham.  The  Nabob  of  Taniour 
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^-nt  a  body  of  troops  to  the  affidance  of  major  Law- 
rcnce,  by  way  of  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  Mahpm- 
mid  Ali  Khan,  for  whom  the  Englifh  all  this  while 
were  fighting.  i  he  Britifh  officer  formed  a  blockade 
round  Syrinham,  which  in  a  (horn  time  reduced  Sundah 
Saheb  s  army  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  by  the  want 
of  provifions,  he  himfelf  in  attempting  to  efcape 
was  made  prifoner,  and  his  head  was  (truck  off  by 
order  of  the  Nabob  of  1  anjour,  to  prevent  difputes 
which  might  have  arifen  among  the  captors.  On 
the  3d  of  June,  Monfieur  Law  furrendered  h;m- 
felf,  with  his  troops  and  aliies  prifoners  of  war. 
Mr.  Clive  who  had  been  detatched  on  feperate  fer- 
fervice,  reduced  in  the  mean  time  two  of  Sundah 
Saheb’s  fortified  temples  near  Syrinham  *,  afterwards"" 
he  advanced  into  the  kingdom  of  Golconda,  and 
having  drove  the  French  out  of  the  capital,  he  made 
them  all  prifoners.  Monfieur  Dupliex,  now  finding 
all  his  fcftemes  completely  baffled,  and  his  troops 
every  where  made  prifoners,  refolved  to  fue  for 
peace  ;  accordingly  with  the  ccnfent  of  the  com¬ 
panies  in  Europe,  a  convention  was  concluded,  which 
ftipulated  that  all  territories  taken  fhould  be  reftored  ; 
the  Nabobs  raifed  by  the  influence  of  either,  fhould 
be  acknowledged  by  both,  but  neither  fhould  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  difputes  among  them.  By  this  chain 
of  fignal  fucceffes,  Mahommed  Ali  Khan  was  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  government  of  Arcot.  Mr.  Clive  re¬ 
turned  to  England,  but  the  French  continuing  in  the 
field,  and  having  gained  fome  advantages  over  major 
Lawrence,  it  was  thought  neceflary  by  the  company 
^  j  4  of  Diredlors,  to  fend  him  back  again  •,  and  in  1755, 
admiral  Watfon  arrived  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  who  con¬ 
certed  mealures  with  Mr.  Clive,  for  reducing  Tulagee 
Angria,  a  piratical  prince  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bombay,  who  had  been  for  many  years  a  troublefome 
neighbour  to  the  Englifh  trade  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 
Mr.  Clive  with  his  troops  having  embarked  on 
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board  the  admiral’s  fleet,  they  failed  fot  Gci  iah,  the 
pirate’s  capital,  which  tney  fo  biiftdy  a.tacivcj  by* 
lea  and  land,  that  on  the  13th  of  February  1756, 
it  furrendered  at  diferetion  :  a  large  quantity  of  can¬ 
non,  money,  and  effects,  were  found  in  the  place^j 
and  in  the  harbour  they  feized  the  whole  of  Angria  s 
fleet :  they  left  an  Englifh  garrifon  in  the  fort,  and 
returned  to  Madrafs,  where  hearing  of  the  lois  of 
Calcutta,  they  in  October  following  departed  ioi 

Bengal. 

In  Europe,  the  Britifh  affairs  aid  not  wear  fo  pro  - 
miffing  an  afpeCl,  where  the  liland  of  lYlinoica  was 
in  the  mean  time  loft.  We  have  already  mentioned 
that  the  French  by  threatening  to  invade  Great- 
Britain,  and  marching  troops  along  their  coaft,  in 
order  to  give  weight  to  this  report,  fo  engroffed  the 
attention  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  that  meafure, 
that  they  effectually  purfued  another  delign  with  fe- 
curity  ;  yet  the  Britifh  agents,  refidents,  confuls, 
ambaffadors,  &c.  at  different  places,  bordering  on 
the  Mediterranean,  continued  to  lend  repeated  ad¬ 
vices  to  the  miniftry,  from  Auguft  1755  to  April 
1756,  that  there  was  a  grand  armament  equipping 
at  Toulon,  confuting  of  twelve  or  fifteen  fhips  of  the 
line,  with  tranfports  to  carry  20,000  men,  who  were 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  lquadron 
being  victualled  for  only  two  months,  could  be  def¬ 
ined  for  no  other  place  than  Minorca  *  •,  notwith- 

X  (landing 


*  The  earl  of  Briftol  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at  the  court  of 
Turin,  informed  the  miniftry  in  the  month  of  Auguft  175^, 
of  the  great  preparations  making  at  1  oulon.  C’onful  Bcrtles, 
at  Nice,  and  cordul  Banks,  at  Carthagena,  did  the  fame.  Sir 
Benjamin  Keene,  at  Madrid,  wrote  to  Mr.  Fox,  particularly, 
a  (Turing  him,  “  That  the  French  defigned  to  invade  Minorca/' 
Multitudes  of  letters  were  every  month  receive  !  from  diiFe rent 
perfons,  at  the  admiralty,  — s,  and  fccrctaryof  date’s  p dices ;  .  all 
confirminp-  the  accountorgreat  preparations  making  at  Toulon,  for 
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ftanding  this  information,  notwithftanding  the  im. 
poitance  of  the  Britilb  commerce  in  the  Mediter- 
l.ine.m,  and  notwithftanding  the  remonstrances  of 
genera]  blakeney,  deputy-governor,  of  Minorca, 
representing  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  in  St.  Phi’ 

.s  ,c‘l  tct:  did  the  m  y  from  fome  motives, 
which  neither  are,  nor  perhaps  ever  will  be  known  ; 
eave  the  whole  Mediterranean  unprotected,  except 
by  two  or  three  mconfiderable  fhips  and  frigates  which 
could  be  of  no  iervice,  till -the  month  of  May  17/56, 
nor  did  tney  even  lend  to  general  Blakeney  his 
omcers,  who  were  in  England  upon  leave  of  abfence, 
ti  it  was  too  late  ;  inftead  of  diltinguifhing  them- 
ielves  by  their  activity,  as  they  had  done  when  they 
tranfported  the  foreign  mercenaries  into  England, 
tney  weie  marked  by  all  Europe  for  their  fupinenefs, 
which  the  fubjeds  of  thefe  realms  did  not  fail  to 
brand  with  the  1110ft  odious  and  bitter  appellations. 

ength  when  the  dellination  of  the  enemy’s  arma¬ 
ment  was  univerfally  known,  they  feemed  to  roufe 
10m  then  bed  of  lethargy,  and  like  perfons  newly 
waked,  they  aped  with  luch  precipitation  as  fully 
proved  the  wildom  of  their  meafures,  and  goodnefs 
of  their  intentions *  * ;  inftead  of  fending  a  fquadron 
uperiorto  that  of  the  enemy,  under  the  direction 
of  an  officer,  of  approved  conduct  and  courage, 

together 


■* . 


equipping  a  large  armament;  and  from  time  to  time  telling  not 
only  the  progrefs  made  in  it,  but  alfo  more  clearly  pointing  out 

c.  place  of  its  delhnation.  Thefe  united  teflimonies  were  either 
di (believed,  or  permitted  to  lie  neglcdcd,  without  a  nroper  re- 
gani  being  paid  to  their  contents  and  veracity,  for  fome  reafons 
whicn  the  public  will  never  be  acquainted  with. 

*  We  cannot  omit  one  obfervation  on  the  fcandalous  and 
pu  >  lc  \cna  1  tv  of  thefe  times,  (uch  a  ipirit  of  gaming  univerfally 
prevailed,  as  perhaps  never  was  feen  or  heard  of’in  any  age 

before.  “  It  was  common  for -  of  the  find  difiinaion,  to 

anoejate  and  enter  into  dried:  connexions  with  notorious  (harpers 
ttay,  even  to  walk  with  them  arm  in  arm  in  public  places.” 


aw 
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together  with  a  proper  reinforcement  for  general 
Blakeney  *  they  fent  on  the  7th  day  of  April  ten 
fhips  of  the  line,  without  either  hofpital  or  fire-fhip. 

In  very  indifferent  order,  but  poorly  manned,  and 
commanded  by  admiral  Byng,  an  officer  who  had 
never  been  diftinguifhed  tor  his  courage,  nor  was  he 
at  all  popular  in  the  navy,  having  on  board  as  part 
of  their  complement  a  regiment  of  foldiers,  to  be 
landed  at  Gibralter  ;  and  between  forty  and  fifty  of¬ 
ficers,  and  near  one  hundred  recruits,  as  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  for  general  Blakeney.  The  inftrudtions  which 
admiral  Byng  received,  were  adtually  amazing  •,  he 
was,  when  he  came  to  Gibraltar,  to  enquire  whether 
any  French  fquadron  had  pafi'ed  the  Streights,  and 
if  they  had,  and  as  it  was  probable  they  would  be 
gone  to  America,  he  was  to  detach  rear  admiral 
Weft,  the  fecond  in  command,  after  them.  Now 
the  reader,  will  doubtlefs  wonder,  that  luppofing 
Mr.  Byng  fhould  be  joined  at  Gibraltar,  by  the  two 
or  three  Britiffi  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean,  which 
was  but  a  mere  chance,  what  force  could  he  detach 
after  the  enemy’s  fleet,  which  according  to  informa¬ 
tion  confifted  of  twelve  or  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line, 
and  have  left  for  the  fervice  of  the  Mediterranean  ?  On 
the  1 2th  of  April,  the  French  fquadron  failed  from 
Toulon,  confiding  of  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
feven  frigates,  commanded  by  M.  de  la  Galiffoniere, 
with  about  11,000  men  on  board  tranfports,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  duke  de  Richlieu.  On  the  1 8th, 
they  landed  at  Cieudadella,  on  the  ifland  of  Mi¬ 
norca,  and  on  the  25th  they  appeared  before  the 
caftle  of  St.  Philip,  the  chief  fortrefs  in  the  ifland. 
When  news  of  thefe  tranfaftions  arrived  in  England, 
the  court  immediately  declared  war  againft  France, 
in  the  ufualform,  on  the  1 8  th  of  May;  and  on  the 
9th  or  June,  the  French  king  figned  a  like  declara¬ 
tion  againft  the  king  of  Great-Rritain. 

X  2  Admiral 
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admiral  Byng  reached  Gibraltar  on  the  2d  of  May 
where  he  was  joined  by  captain  Edgecumbe  with  one 
ihip  and  a  (loop,  who  informed  him,  that  the  French 
troops  had  actually  made  a  defcent  on  the  ifland  of 
Minorca,  that  there  was  a  French  fquadron  of  thirteen 
h,ps  or  theime  cruifnig  off  the  itland,  and  that  he 
^  _  c  retire  on  their- approach.  The 

admiral,  agreeable  to  his  inft,  uftions,  demanded  of 
heutenant  general  iffiwke,  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
or  Gibraltar,  a  detachment  from  his  o-arrifon  eaual 
to  a  battalion,  upon  which  the  governor  called  a 
council  cf  war  to  deliberate  on  two  fucceffive  orders 
v  mch  he  had  received  from  lord  Barrington,  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war,  which  appeared  to  him  inconfiftent 
and  equivocal ;  the  majority  were  of  opinion  that  no 
troops  ought  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet,  ex¬ 
cept  a  detaenment  to  lupply  the  deficiency  in  the  lit¬ 
tle  fquadron  of  captain  c.dgecumbe,  who  had  left  a 
number  of  his  men  with  captain  Scroope  to  aflift  in 
the  defence  of  fort  St.  Philip.  Mr.  Byng  finding 
teat  watering  and  cleaning  here  would  be  attend^ 
ed  with  delay  and  difficulty,  refolved  in  the  mean 
time  to  communicate  all  thefe  pieces  of  intelligence  to 
ihe^  lords  of  the  admiralty,  but  unfortunately  for  hinr- 

kj‘.’  ,^e  .ma^e  u^c  fome  expreflions  in  his  letter, 
which,  in  all  probability  proved  his  ruin.  Fie  re - 
ma.l.ed,  that  if  he  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  have 
been  at  Mahon  before  the  enemy  landed  on  the  ifland, 

Lc  could  have  prevented  their  getting  footing  on  it; 
but  he  believed  the  throwing  in  aifnall  reinforcement 
would  be  impolitic,  as  the  fiege  could  not  be  raifed 
without  a  confiderable  land  force,  therefore  it  would 
only  be  adding  to  the  number  of  men  that  muft  fall 
into  the  hands  of  tne  enemy.  Fie  complained,  that 
tiu.rc  were  no  magazines  at  Gibraltar  for  fupplying 
tne  fquadron  with  neceflanes,  that  the  careening 
w hails,  pits,  and  (lorc-houfes  were  entirely  decayed, 
fo  that  lie  fhould  find  the  greatefl:  difficulty  in  clean¬ 
ing 
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in-  the  fhips  that  were  foul,  and  this  was  the  cafe 
with  fome  of  the  fhips  he  had  brought  from  Englan  , 
as  well  as  with  thofe  which  had  been  cruizing ;  fome 
time  in  the  Mediterranean.  Some  paits  of  this  let¬ 
ter  were  an  actual  impeachment  of  the  mimftry, 
for  not  fending  him  fooner,  and  for  neglefhng  uic 
magazines  and  wharfs  at  Gibraltar.  Apprehenfion 
and  refentmcnt  now  took  place  in  their  minds.  _  I  he 
lofs  of  Minorca  they  forefaw  would  raiie.a  national 
clamour,  and  will  it  be  denied,  that  from  this  time 
they  be-an  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  tiansfu 
the  blame  from  themfelves  to  him  who  had  preium- 
ed  to  difapprove  of  their  conduct  ?  On  the  8th  of 
May  the  admiral  left  Gibraltar  •,  off  Majorca  he  was 
ioined  by  capcain  Harvey,  and  on  the  19th  he  arriv¬ 
ed  within  fight  of  Mahon,  when  he  detacned  captain 
Harvey  to  land  a  letter  for  general  Blakeney,  111- 
formino-  him  that  the  fleet  was  come  to  his  alhftance  ; 
but  before  this  attempt  could  be  made,  the  Fiench 
fquadron  appeared,  upon  which  he  recalled  captain 
Harvey,  and  fome  frigates  which  he  had  lent  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  mouth  of  Mahon  harboui.  As  it  wa.-> 
evening  when  the  enemy  appealed  the  engagement 
was  deferred  till  next  day,  when,  about  two  o  clock, 
admiral  Byng  threw  the  fignal  to  engage,  upon  which 
rear  admiral  Weft,  with  his  divilion,  bo:e  down  up¬ 
on  the  enemy,  and  attacked  them  with  iuch  mtie- 
pedity,  as  to  drive  thofe  fhips,  which  weie  oppofite 
to  him,  out  of  the  line,  and,  had  he  been  properly 
fupported  from  the  vice  admiral’s  divifion,  it  is  not 
doubted  but  he  would  have  gained  a  complete  victo¬ 
ry  i  but  the  want  of  this,  prevented  lus  puiiuing  the 
advantage  he  had  gained,  left  his  communication  with 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  fhould  be  cut  off.  Admiral  Byng 
forbore  to  attack  from  an  accident,  which  happened 
to  the  Intrepid,  one  of  his  divifion,  at  the  beginning 
cf  the  aftion,  who  being  fo  uifabled  that  Are  could 

not  be  managed,  fell  on  the  next  fhip  in  pofition, 

and 
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and  rh,.s  obliged  the  others  to  throw  a-back  to  avoid 
confufion  ;  but  we  think  we  may  fafely  venture  to 
ahcir,  that  had  this  accident  not  happened,  Mr. 
Bv  ng  would  (till  have  been  as  far  from  the  aftion  • 
tor  when  he  was  exhorted  by  his  captain  to  bear 
down  upon  the  enemy,  he  coolly  replied,  that  he 
would  not  run  into  admiral  Mathews’s  error,  who 
precipitately  broke  the  line  and  attacked  finely  •  and 
upon  the  whole  it  feems  as  if  he  was  entirely  averfe 
to  fighting,  either  from  timidity,  or  an  overtrained 
obiervance  of  chfciphne.  Certain  it  is,  he  might  have 
been  engaged,  for  he  was  once  fo  near  that  the  hull  of 
Ins  (hip  received  a  few  (hot;  but  he  kept  aloof,  and 
appeared  to  hefitate,  while  Galiffioniere,  the  French 
admiral,  feemed  to  care  as  little  for  fighting  as  he 
Jt  is  true  the  Frenchman  was  fuperior  both  in  num- 
ber  of  men  and  weight  of  metal,  yet  he  ed^ed 
out  of  Mr.  Byng’s  way,  and  thus  the  battle  end°ed. 
Three  of  the  Pnglilh  drips  were  greatly  damaged 
and  there  was  a  coniiderable  number  of  feamen  iff  on 
board  the  fquadron,  which  determined  Mr.  Bvno-  to 
call  a  council  of  war,  at  which  he  permitted  °the 
land  officers  to  be  prefent:  he  (kid,  that  the  enemy  had 
the  advantage  of  fending  their  wounded  and  fickto 
Minorca,  and  of  having  frefh  men  in  return,  and  he 
added,  that  it  was  his  opinion  it  was  inrpoffible  to 
relieve  the  cadle  of  St.  Philip,  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  go  back  to  Gibraltar,  which  might  require 
protection.  The  council  concurred  in  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  and  they  were  accordingly  put  in  execution 
Had  Mr.  Byng  been  defeated,  this  meafure  would 
certainly  have  been  a  prudent  one :  but  as  the  en- 
gagement  was  little  more  than  a  lort  of  a  (kirmifh, 
he  ought  to  have  fought  the  enemy’s  fleet  a  fecond 
time,  and  regulated  his  conduct  on  the  iffue  of  that 
event-,  his  returning  to  Gibraltar  can  be  no  way  jufti- 
ficd,  for  though  it  is  true  that  fortrefs  was  extremely 
weak  at  this  time,  yet  it  cannot  be  llippofed  Galiffio¬ 
niere 
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niere  would  defert  his  ftation  of  covering  Minorca,  to 
aft  on  the  offenfive  againft  Gibraltar,  while  there  was 
an  Englifh  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  tho’ 
we  may  very  well  affirm,  Mr.  Byng  had  not  a  iuffi- 
cient  force  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  yet  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  he  might  have  landed  what  little  he  had  :  for 
his  negleft  in  this,  his  retreat  to  Gibraltar,  and 
his  fcandalous  conduft  in  the  engagement,  we  muft 
impartially  declare  he  merited  puniffiment :  in  all 
other  refpefts,  let  the  blame  be  laid  where  it  ought. 
After  the  battle,  Mr.  Byng  wrote  an  account  of 
it  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  informing  them 
alfo  of  his  retreat  to  Gibraltar.  This  letter  arrived 
feveral  days  before  it  was  publifhed  %  and  when  it 
appeared  in  the  Gazette,  it  was  unfairly  and  miferably 
mangled-,  feveral  expreffions  were  wholly  erafed, 
others  curtailed,  and  fome  paragraphs  entirely  ftruck 
out,  which  tended  either  to  vindicate  his  conduft,  or 
imply  a  cenfure  on  his  fuperiors.  This  letter  pro¬ 
duced  a  clamour  againft  the  admiral  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  every  bafe  and  low  art  was  ufed  to  fo¬ 
ment  this  general  rage  ;  emiftaries  mingled  in  all  pub¬ 
lic  affemblies,  even  to  the  very  mobs  in  the  ftreets, 
to  load  the  devoted  admiral  with  ignominy,  and  ha¬ 
rangue  on  his  cowardice,  folly,  inlolence,  and  mil- 
conduft.  They  vilified  his  perlon  and  not  content 
with  ignorantly  and  flanderoufly  wounding  his  pri¬ 
vate  charafter,  they  hired  the  rabble  to  hang  and 
burn  him  in  effigy,  and,  in  order  to  prepare  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  the  approaching  event,  certain  underftrap- 
pers  to  a  venal  weak  and  worthlefs  power,  exagge¬ 
rated  rhe  terrible  confequences  of  lofing  Minorca 
in  a  word,  every  artifice,  though  ever  fo  wicked, 
was  praftifed  to  keep  up  the  refentment  of  the  pco- 


*  Ten  days  before  it  appeared  admiral  Hawke  w  as  ordered  to 
fupcrcede  admiral  Byng. 
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pie.  It  is  now  no  fecret,  that  all  thefe  inviduous 
pains  were  taken  to  engage  their  attention  from  the 
real  objefts,  which  had  occafioned  their  Ioffes  and 
difgraces,  to  whofe  fupine  negligence,  ignorance,  ftu- 
pefabtion,  and  mifconduft,  the  lofs  of  Minorca  was 
more  principally  owing,  than  the  bad  behaviour  of 
Mr.  Byng  ;  and  this  cruel  treatment  to  his  character, 
perfon,  and  aft  ions/  while  he  was  abfent,  and  be¬ 
fore  he  was  legally  convifted,  will  reflect  eternal 
defamation  on  the  managers  and  fomenters  of  this 
popular  cry. 

When  the  French  army  appeared  before  fort  St. 
Philip,  governor  Blakeney  lent  a  letter  to  the  French 
general,  defiring  to  know  his  reafons  for  coming 
there  *,  the  anlwer  implied,  that  he  was  come  to  re¬ 
duce  the  ifland  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  Ioffes 
which  the  French  king  and  his  fubjedts  had  fuftained 
in  the  taking  of  their  chips  by  the  Englilh.  In  as  fhort 
a  time  as  poflible  the  operations  of  the  fiege  began  ; 
at  firft  the  duke  de  Rich  lieu  erected  his  batteries  on 
a  point  called  cape  Mola,  where  he  was  at  too  great 
a  diftance  to  do  any  execution,  and  he  was  fo  expof- 
ed  to  the  fevere  fire  of  the  garrifon,  that  he  thought 
proper  to  alter  his  plan  of  attack,  by  advancing  on 
the  fide  of  St.  Philip’s  town  ;  here  he  opened  feveral 
batteries,  which  kept  an  inceflfant  fire  on  the  caftle, 
but  foon  after  the  Britifh  fquadron  appeared,  which 
fo  elevated  the  fpirits  of  the  garrifon,  that,  by  their 
redoubled  efforts,  they  deltroyed  many  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  works;  and  Mr.  Boyd,  commififary  of  the  ftores, 
ventured  to  embark  in  a  little  boat  of  fix  oars  to  go  to 
the  admiral ;  he  paffed  the  enemy’s  batteries  without 
harm,  notwithstanding  they  made  a  difcharge  of  muff* 
quetry  and  cannon  at  him  ;  but  when  he  was  got  into 
the  open  lea,  he  perceived  the  fquadron  to  be  at  a 
great  diftance,  and  two  of  the  enemy’s  light  veflels 
purfuing  him,  whereupon  he  determined  to  return  to 
the  caitle,  and  was  landed  without  having  received 

the 
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the  lead  damage.  This  tranfaclion  fairly  confutes 
Mr.  Byng’s  motion,  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
open  a  communication  with  the  garrifon.  Next  day 
the  French  fquadron  returned  to  their  ftation  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  which  threw  a  damp  on  the 
fpirits  of  the  beficged.  In  the  evening  they  were 
informed  by  a  French  deferter,  that  the  Englilh  fqua¬ 
dron  had  been  defeated  in  an  engagement,  and  this 
was  foon  confirmed  by  a  feu  de  joye  in  the  French 
camp.  The  brave  garrifon  ,  notwithftanding  this 
mortification,  refolved  to  acquit  themfelves  with  ho¬ 
nour  and  intrepidity,  hoping  that  the  Englifh  fqua¬ 
dron  would  be  reinforced,  and  return  to  their  re¬ 
lief.  The  firing  continued  with  great  alacrity  on 
both  fides,  till  the  27th  of  June,  when  the  enemy 
having  made  a  prafticable  breach  refolved  to  give  a 
general  affault.  Thev  began  with  attacking  the  out- 
works,  the  forts  Charles  and  Marlborough,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  terrible  (laughter  they  gained  pofTeflion  of  two 
ftrong  redoubts  ;  after  which  the  duke  de  Richlieu 
beat  a  parley,  and  defired  leave  to  bury  his  dead, 
which  general  Blakeney  granted,  and  the  French¬ 
man,  in  the  interim,  threw  effeftual  reinforcements 
of  men  into  all  the  lodgments  he  had  made.  The 
governor  was  in  the  mean  time  employed  in  holding 
a  council  of  war,  concerning  the  defence  of  the 
place,  at  which  the  majority  declared  for  a  capitu¬ 
lation,  urging,  that  the  works  were  in  many  parts 
ruined,  and  the  garrifon  fo  exhaufted  by  fevere  duty, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  fuftain  another  defperate  affault, 
which  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  would  be  given, 
as  the  duke  de  Richlieu  was  alarmed  at  a  report, 
that  the  marfhal  de  Bellifle  would  be  fent  to  fuper- 
cede  him ;  befides  they  defpaired  of  being  relieved. 
Several  members  of  the  council  oppofed  thefe  reafons, 
with  fuch  excellent  arguments  as  feemed  to  confute 
them  *,  but,  as  perhaps  they  did  not  know  the  date 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  been  larely  reinforced  with 

Y  a  great 
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a  great  number  of  men,  and  fuch  a  prodigious  train 
ot  artillery  as  no  fortification  could  withftand,  we  iliall 
not  repeat  them.  A  capitulation  was  demanded, 
and  granted,  importing,  that  the  garrifon  fhould 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  be  convey¬ 
ed  by  fea  to  Gibraltar. 

That  miicondudt  which  fent  out  admiral  Byng 
too  late,  and  with  too  (lender  a  force,  difpatched 
admiral  1  lawke  to  take  the  command  of  the  fleet, 
and  relieve  Mahon  •,  had  this  admiral  been  fent  at 
fir  ft,  the  i  Hand  had  doubtlefs  been  preferved,  but 
the  fending  him  now,  when,  by  this  further  delay, 
the  fleet  could  no  longer  be  of  any  fervice  to  Mi¬ 
norca,  was  wafting  the  time  of  a  brave  man  upon  an 
idle  errand,  when  the  interefts  of  the  country  required 
vigorous  meafures.  if  we  confider  rightly,  this  mea- 
fure  was  taken  to  appeafe  the  difcontents  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  at  kaft  that  part  of  them  who  began  to  per¬ 
ceive  the  negligence  of  thofe  at  the  helm.  Mr. 
Hawke  was  ordered  to  fend  home  the  devoted 
fcape-goat  ^  and,  as  a  further  purification  of  the 
rightcGus ,  Lord  Tyrawley,  who  went  with  him,  was 
ordered  to  fupetcede  lieutenant-general  Fowke  in  his 
goverment  of  Gibraltar,  and  fend  him  home  alfo. 
When  Sir  Edward  Hawke  arrived  off  Minorca,  he 
found  the  Aland  was  taken  •,  however,  he  cruized 
about,  expofed  to  violent  tempefts,  and  other  hard- 
fhips,  while  the  French  fleet  lay  fafe  in  the  harbour 
of  Toulon. 

When  admiral  Byng  arrived  in  England  he  was 
fent  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Greenwich  hofpital, 
where  lie  was  confined  a  clofe  prifoner,  till  the  officers 
from  the  Mediterranean  could  be  fpared  to  attend 
his  trial  by  a  court  martial.  When  general  Blakeney 
ar  ived  in  London  he  met  with  a  gracious  reception 
at  court,  and  was  by  the  king  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  an  Irifti  baron.  Larty  lifted  him  up  as  an  ob- 
jc6t  worthy  of  public  veneration,  and  the  people  ido¬ 
lized 
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lized  him  in  his  infirmities.  The  fame  party  tram¬ 
pled  upon  Byng  with  abhorrence  and  contempt. 
Such  was  prejudice  and  paffion.  A  few  who  were 
of  a  medium  caff,  faw  that  thefe  officers  were  view¬ 
ed  at  the  different  ends  of  a  falfe  peripective ;  they 
faw  too,  that  it  was  contrived  with  great  ingenuity, 
and  applied  with  the  utmoft  dexterity,  which  ne¬ 
ver  failed  to  deceive,  and  work  felf-prefervation.  At 
this  time  addreffes  were  brought  from  all  parts  of 
this  kingdom  to  the  throne,  lamenting  the  late  mif- 
carriages,  praying,  that  the  authors  of  them  might 
be  brought  to  juitice,  hinting  at  the  mifcondudt  of 
the  miniftry,  in  not  fending  timely  and  effectual  fuc- 
cours,  and  almoft  infilling  on  a  militia. 

The  firft  victim  offered  to  quiet  the  difcontents 
of  an  injured  people  was  lieutenant  general  Fowke, 
whofe  remarkable  conduct  and  integrity,  as  well  as 
his  amiable  private  charadter,  had  always,  till  this  un¬ 
fortunate  period,  when  he  fell  under  the  difpleafure 
of  the  government,  diftinguifhed  him  as  a  man  of 
worth  and  honour ;  he  was  acculed  of  having  dif- 
obeyed  the  orders  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  which  the 
reader  will  fee  in  the  notes  *.  Mr.  Fowke  alledged, 

Y  2  that 


¥0  lieut.  gen.  F  ke,  or ,  in  his  ah  fence ,  to  the  commander  in 
chief  in  his  ?najefys  garrifcn  at  Gibraltar. 

War-Offce ,  March  21,  irr6* 
SIR,  0 

1  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  mnjefty’s  plea- 
Cure  that  you  receive  into  your  garrifon  lord  Robert  Bertie's  regi¬ 
ment,  to  do  duty  there  ;  and  in  cafe  you  fhall  apprehend ,  that  the 
French  intend  to  make  any  attempt  upon  his  majeity’s  ifland  of  Mi¬ 
norca,  it  is  Ins  majefty  s  plcafure,  that  you  make  a  detachment 
out  of  the  troops  in  your  garrifon  equal  to  a  battalion,  to  be 
commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  to  be  the  elded  in 
your  garrifon,  to  be  pufion  board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Mi¬ 
norca,  as  the  admiral  fhall  think  convenient,  who  is  to  ram- 
them  to  the  faid  ifland.  lam  is  to  cany 

Your  humble  Servant, 
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that  they  were  confufed,  contradiftory,  and  implied 
a  diicretionary  power.  The  court  was  equally  divid¬ 
ed, 


To  ZfV«/.  gen.  F - ke,  or ,  zVz  ah  fence,  to  the  commander  in  chief 

in  his  Majefyf  s  garrifon  in  Gibraltar. 

If1  ar -Office ,  April  I,  1756. 

S  I  R, 

It  is  his  majelty’s  pleafure,  that  you  receive  into  your  garrifon 
the  women  and  children  belonging  to  lord  Robert  Bertie’s  re¬ 
giment. 

To  lieut.  gen.  F - ke,  or  the  commander  in  chief  at  Gibraltar. 

War-Office,  May  12,  1756. 

S  I  R, 

I  wrote  to  you  by  general  Stewart  :  if  that  order  is  not  complied 
with,  then  you  are  now  to  make  a  detachment  of  700  men  out  of 
your  own  regiment  and  Guife’s  ;  and  alfo  another  detachment 
out  of  Pulteney’s  and  Panmure’s  regiments,  and  fend  them  on 
board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Mahon.  But  if  that  order  has 
been  complied  with,  then  you  are  to  make  only  one  detachment 
of  700  men,  to  be  commanded  by  another  lieutenant-colonel  and 
major,  and  to  fend  it  to  Mahon;  and  you  are  alfo  to  detain  all 
fuch  empty  veflels  as  fhall  come  into  your  harbour,  and  keep 
them  in  readinefs  for  any  farther  tranfport alien  of  troops •  I  have 
alfo  his  royal  hjghnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland’s  commands  to  de¬ 
fire,  that  you  will  keep  your  garrifon  as  alert  as  pofllble,  during 
this  critical  time,  and  give  fuch  other  affftance  as  may  be  in  your 
power  for  the  relief  of  Minorca  ;  taking  care,  however,  not  to  fa¬ 
tigue  or  endanger  your  own  garrifon. 

Thefe  letters  Mr.  Fowke  received  at  one  time  from  the  fame 
hand.  The  third  letter  not  mentioning  that  it  fuperceded  the 
hrA,  left  it  in  lull  force.  The  word  if  at  the  beginning  of  this 
lafl  letter,  and  other  parts  r  fit,  leemed  to  imply  that  the  other  or¬ 
der  was  diicretionary.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Fowke  thought  they 
were  both  together  unintelligible,  and  he  called  a  council  of  war 
at  Gibraltar,  not  to  deliberate,  whether  he  ffould  obey  them,  but 
henjo  he  fhould  under f  and  them.  By  the  fir  ft  letter  lord  Robert 
Bertie’s  regiment,  commonly  called  the  fuziliers,  was  ordered  in¬ 
to  garrifon  :  by  the  fecond  he  was  ordered  to  receive  the  wives 
and  children,  who  mud  have  difembarked  with  the  regiment  [this 
letter  was  meant,  that  the  governor  fhould  conclude  from  it  the 
regiment  was  to  be  fent  to  Minorca,  and  it  was  to  prevent  any 
a  Clefs  mouths  going  thither  :  but  is  not  this  drawing  concluflons 

with- 
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ed,  whether  they  fliouid  acquit  him,  or  fufpend  him 
for  a  year  ^  but  the  prefident,  who  in  thefe  cafes  has 
the  calling  vote,  gave  it  agamic  tnc  prifonci  j 
the  kino-lfoon  after  difmiffed  him  from  his  fervice. 
The  trial  and  fentence  of  admiral  Byng  did  not  hap¬ 
pen  till  the  following  year. 

Notwithstanding  all  attempts  to  make  Byng  the 
only  objeft  of  public  refentment,  it  became  in  the 
long  run  impoffible,  the  miniitry  fhared  equally  with 
him,  and  the  clamour  continued  to  be  throughout 
the  kingdom.  As  the  miniitry  were  itrong  at  the 
bottom  they  might  have  withstood  thefe  fhocks,  had 
they  agreed  among  themfelves.  The  lois  of  Minor¬ 
ca  wrought  leveral  alterations  in  the  adminiftration. 
The  duke  of  Devonfhire  prefided  at  the  board  of 
treafury,  in  lieu  of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle.  Mr.  Legg 
was  made  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Littleton  made  a  peer,  and  the  earl  . Temple, 
brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Pitt,  prefided  at  a  new  board 
of  admiralty.  The  lofs  of  Olwego  in  America  added 


without  premifes  ?  or  is  it  cuftomary  in  military  orders,  which 
cannot  be  too  clearly  expreffed  ?]  and  bj  the  third,  the 
regiment  was  fuppofed  to  be  on  board.  Now  does  it  appear, 
that  Mr.  Fowke  was  to  fend  a  detachment,  together  with  fuziliers 
to  Minorca  ?  or  that  he  was  to  fend  a  detachment  from  the  garri- 
fon,  detaining  the  fuziliers  at  Gibraltar?  after  275  men  had 
been  fpared  to  captain  Edgcumbe,  the  whole  garrifon  was  but 
2531,  and  the  ordinary  duty  required  839,  therefore  there  was 
not  enough  for  three  reliefs ;  and  this  too,  at  a  time  when  the 
place  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  danger,  nay  when  the  government 
themfelves  thought  fo,  as  is  evident  from  the  conclufion  of  the 
laft  letter.  This  determined  the  council  of  war  not  to  fend  any 
troops  to  Minorca.  But  fuppofing  the  orders  had  been  pofitive, 
and  he  had  obeyed  them,  as  they  ought  to  have  arrived,  viz.  lent 
700  men  according  to  the  firft  letter,  and  700  according  to  the 
third,  would  he  have  had  enough  left  for  the  defence  and  pre- 
fervation  of  the  fortrefs  ? — And  to  crown  the  whole,  what  could 
be  the  meaning  of  that  order  to  detain  all  empty  veffcls  for  a  far¬ 
ther  tranfportation  of  troops, — was  he  to  embark  the  whole  gar- 
rifon,  and  abandon  the  place  ? 


more 
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more  fuel  to  the  flame;  and  now  the  fears  of  the 
people  about  a  French  invafion  having  fubfided,  the 
Hanoverians,  who  were  under  their  nofes,  were  load¬ 
ed  widi  a  confiderable  fliare  of  this  popular  indig¬ 
nation  ;  ^  but  it  being  thought  neceflary  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  own  country  to  fend  them  back,  it 
was  accordingly  done  :  part  of  the  kingdom  rejoic¬ 
ed  at  this  meafure,  while  another  languished  at  the 
the  folly  which  brought  them. 

On  the  lecond  or  December  the  parliament  met, 
when  the  clamour  againft  the  miniftry  was  as  great 

within  doors  as  it  was  without.  IVTr.  p- - thought 

he  bore  too  great  a  fhare  of  the  public  odium,  and 
therefore  refigned  his  poll  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  but 
not  without  hopes  of  refuming  it  with  augmented 
power,  for  which  he  apprehended  the  embaraflment 
or  parties  would  afford  him  an  opportunity.  As  he 
was  a  piincipal  prop  of  the  miniftry,  his  removal  oc- 
cafioned  the  whole  ftrudture  to  fall  to  pieces.  It 
could  not  feem  unnatural  for  thit  party  which  worked 
the  downfall  of  this,  to  fucceed  to  the  vacant  places. 
On  the  4th  of  December  Mr.  Pitt  was  appointed  fe¬ 
cretary  or  ftate,  and  many  other  confonant  promoti¬ 
ons  were  made.  This  minifter,  from  very  laudable 
motives,  attempted  to  give  a  turn  to  the  affairs  of 
his  country,  and  thofe  who  had  refigned  did  not  make 
much  oppofltion  in  parliament ;  he,  by  a  fpirit  pe¬ 
culiar  to  himfelf,  began  to  prepare  for  attacking 
Prance  heartily  by  fea, .  a  method  which  he  knew 
would  moft  affect  her,  and  be  productive  of  the  only 
folid  advantage  which  this  nation  could  reap  from  a 
v/ar  with  her  .  he  aimed  at  the  empire  of  the  fea, 
and  France  was  not  ready  for  fuch  an  enemy,  having 
had  all  along  to  deal  with  minifters  of  inferior  abili¬ 
ties.  Some  other  ftates  of  Europe  were  furprifed  ; 
he  declared  pofitively  againft  all  foreign  fubfidies, 
and  aflerted,  t hat  not  even  half  a  man  fhould  be  fent 
to  Germany  ;  l>c  was  unanimously  applauded,  and 

all 
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all  degrees  in  the  kingdom  gave  themfelves  up  to 
hope,  except  a  few,  being  the  old  junto,  who  finding 
that  their  new  affociates  would  not  enter  into  fome 
meafures  which  favoured  the  views  of  the - fet 


hard  to  work  to  under-mine  his  narrow  bottom.  They 
reprefented  him  and  his  adherents,  as  imperious, 
obftinate,  and  ignorant,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to 
queftion  their  loyalty. 

But  atprefent  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng,  diverted 
all  attention  •,  which  was  held  on  board  the  St.  George 
man  of  war  in  Portfmouth  ;  when  after  a  long  fitting 
the  court  unanimoufly  agreed,  he  had  been  negligent 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty  at  the  time  •,  besought 
to  have  engaged  the  French  admiral ;  and  that  this 
negligence  partly  arofe  from  an  error  in  his  judg¬ 
ment  *,  but  from  many  favourable  fymptoms,  the 
court  thought  him  an  objedt  worthy  of  mercy,  and 
therefore  recommended  him,  becaufe  the  12th  article 
of  war,  which,  by  the  bye,  Mr.  Byng  had  greatly 
promoted,  preferibes  death  without  mitigation  in 
cafes  of  negligence.  Many  of  the  officers  who 
compofed  this  tribunal,  manifefted  figns  of  grief  at 
his  condemnation,  and  it  was  generally  believed  that 
the  admiral  thought  he  had  fully  difeharged  his  duty, 
but  he  relied  too  much  on  confcious  innocence. 
Great  intereft  was  made  in  his  behalf,  and  perhaps 
his  prefervation  would  have  been  effected,  had  not 
the  molf  infamous  arts  been  ufed,  to  whet  the  lavage 
appetites  of  the  populace,  and  make  them  cry  aloud 
for  blood  and  vengeance  ;  therefore  it  was  judged 
necefiary  to  facrifice  him,  to  appeafe  that  inhuman 
fury  •,  but  the  warrant  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
directing  his  execution,  one  gentleman  of  the  board 
refufed  to  fign,  for  realons  which  to  us  appear  ex¬ 
tremely  eligible  ;  the  reader  will  fee  them  in  the  note*. 

The 


*  “  The  twelfth  article  of  war,  on  which  admiral  Beings  feu 
tencc  is  grounded,  fays,  44  That  every  perfon  who,  in  time  o 
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The  14th  of  March,  1757,  was  the  day  appointed 
for  the  admiral’s  execution  ;  he  was  at  this  time 
on  board  the  Monarque  man  of  war  ;  about  noon, 
he  took  leave  of  a  clergyman  and  two  friends 
who  attended  him,  and  walked  out  of  the  great 
cabin  to  the  quarter-deck,  where  two  files  of  marines 


attion,  fhall  withdraw,  keep  back,  or  not  come  into  fight,  or 
who  fhall  not  do  his  utmoft,  See.  through  motives  of  cowardice, 
negligence,  or  difaffe&ion,  fhall  fuffer  death.”  The  court-martial 
does,  in  exprefs  words,  acquit  admiral  Byng  of  cowardice  and 
di fa ne&ion,  and  does  not  name  the  word  negligence.  Admiral 
Byng  does  not,  as  I  conceive,  fall  under  the  letter  or  defeription 
of  the  twelfth  article  of  war.  It  may  be  faid,  that  negligence  is 
implied,  though  the  word  is  not  mentioned  ;  otherwife  the  court- 
martial  would  not  have  brought  his  offence  under  the  twelfth 
article,  having  acquitted  him  of  cowardice  and  difaffe&ion. 
But  it  mufl  be  acknowledged,  that  the  negligence  implied,  can¬ 
not  be  wilful  negligence  ;  for  wilful  negligence,  in  admiral 
Byng’s  fituation,  mult  have  proceeded  from  either  cowardice  or 
difaffe&ion,  and  he  is  exprefsly  acquitted  of  both  thefe  crimes  : 
befides  thefe  crimes,  which  are  implied  only,  and  not  named, 
may  indeed  juftify  fufpicion,  and  private  opinion;  but  cannot 
fatisfy  the  confcience  in  a  cafe  of  blood. 

“  Admiral  Byng’s  fate  was  referred  to  a  court-martial ;  his 
life  and  death  were  left  to  their  opinions.  The  court-martial 
condemn  him  to  death,  becaufe,  as  they  exprefsly  fay,  they  were 
under  a  neceffity  of  doing  fo  by  reafon  of  the  letter  of  the  law, 
the  feverity  of  which  they  complained  of,  becaufe  it  admits  of  no 
mitigation.  The  court-martial  exprefsly  fay,  that  for  the  fake 
of  their  confcicnces,  as  well  as  in  juftice  to  the  prifoner,  they 
moft  earneflly  recommend  him  to  his  majefty  for  mercy;  it  is 
evident  then,  that  in  the  opinions  and  confidences  of  the  judges, 
he  \v?s  not  deferving  of  death. 

o  9 

“  The  queftion  then  is,  fhall  the  opinions,  or  necefiities,  of 
the  court-martial  determine  Admiral  Byng’s  fate  ?  if  it  fihould  be 
the  latter,  he  will  be  executed  contrary  to  the  intentions  and 
meaning  of  the  judges  ;  if  the  former,  his  life  is  not  forfeited. 
1 1  is  judges  declare  him  not  deferving  of  death  ;  but,  miftaking 
either  the  meaning  of  the  law,  or  the  nature  of  his  offence,  they 
bring  him  under  an  article  of  war,  which,  according  to  their 
own  defeription  of  his  offence,  he  does  not,  I  conceive,  fall 
under;  and  then  they  condemn  him  to  death,  becaufe,  as  they 
fay,  the  law  admits  of  no  mitigation.  Can  a  man’s  life  be  taken 
away  by  fuch  a  lenience  ?” 

were 
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were  ready,  he  immediately  kneeled  down,  tied  a 
handkerchief  over  his  eyes,  and  dropped  another 
as  a  fignal  for  his  executioners  to  fire,  when  five  of 
the  balls  pafs’d  through  his  body,  and  he  dropped 
down  dead  in  an  inltant.  The  time  of  acting  this 
tragedy  was  not  three  minutes. 

The  militia  bill  was  once  more  introduced  into  the 
houfe  of  commons,  by  the  honourable  Mr.  George 
Townfhend,  and  by  the  honourable  Mr.  Charles 
Townfhend,  brothers.  The  minds  of  the  people  were 
prepared  for  this  laudable  and  neceffarv  aft  by  fome 
pamphlets  written  by  perlons  of  diftinftion,  fhewing 
the  benefit  and  propriety  of  a  national  militia,  in  a 
time  of  war.  However,  there  were  many  individuals 
in  power,  who  fecretly  dilliked  it-,  and  many  who 
acquiefced  in  it,  are  laid  to  have  not  been  hearty  in  its 
favour,  but  none  chofe  to  avow  their  difapprobation, 
it  being  too  popular  an  objeft.  After  divers  amend¬ 
ments,  the  bill  pahed  both  houfes,  and  received  the 
royal  affent.  To  this  fucceeded  a  mefiage  from  the 
king,  acquainting  the  houfe,  that  the  French  were 
preparing  to  enter  Germany,  and  invade  his  electoral 
dominions,  and  thofe  of  his  ally  the  king  ofPruffia  ; 
and  that  he  required  fuch  affiltance  as  would  enable 
him  to  form  an  army  of  obfervation,  for  the  defence 
of  thofe  territories,  and  alfo  for  fulfilling  his  en¬ 
gagements  with  the  king  of  Pruffia.  This  mefiage 
was  complied  with  ♦,  and  about  the  fame  time  the 
parliament  addrefled  the  king,  for  all  the  papers, 
letters,  inftruftions,  and  orders,  any  way  relative 
to  the  affair  of  Minorca  j  which  were  laid  before 
them  in  fuch  multitudes,  that  the  truth  lay  buried  in 
heaps  of  paper  •,  and  feemed  to  require  the  bufinefs 
of  a  whole  feffion,  to  inveffigate  the  fafts  j  fome 
faults  were  found  with  the  nature  of  this  enquiry  j 
but  we  fhall  forbear  defeending  into  the  particulars 
of  either  it  or  them,  as  the  whole  ended  in  nothing*, 
the  parliament  could  not  be  brought  to  angry  votes 
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the  refill  t  of  the  enquiry  was  as  favourable  as  anv 
body  could  wiih.  1 

1  uc  next  object  of  public  attention,  was  a  bodv 
of  troops  afiembling  in  Weftphalia,  under  the  ftile 
of  an  army  of  oblervation,  to  be  commanded  by  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  defigned  to  obferve  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  me  French,  who  were  preparing  to  invade 
the  elecroiare  of  Hanover,  That  unpopular  party, 
who  were  opponents  to  Mr.  Pitt,  afferted,  that  we 
ought  lo  ail: fl  this  army  of  obfervation  with  our 
troops  and  money  :  and  they  fupported  this  argu- 
ment  with  the  following  fentiments  ;  the  increafe°of 
hrench  power,  and  the  influence  of  France,  among 
the  neighbouring  nations,  they  apprehendeded  to  be 
the  worft  of  evils  ;  to  prevent  this  dangerous  a°-- 
grandizement,  it  was  abiolutely  neceffary  to  pay  a 
Itrift  legard  to  the  balance  of  power,  and  feek  our 
particular  fatety  and  liberty  in  the  general  fafety  and 
liberty  of  Europe  ^  to  keep  a  dole  connexion  with 
tiK  continent,  both  by  large  fubfidies,  and  by  affiflino- 
Wiui  oui  troops  *5  tor  tins  purpofe,  and  for  fecurino*  the 
prefent  euablifhment,  a  Handing  army  was  to  be 
maintained  ,  and  that  our  navy  ought  only  to  be  cm- 
ployed  lublei  viently,  to  the  views  of  the  continental 
iyftem  :  they  were  for  preferving  the  authority  of  the 
govei  ni nen t  entire,  and  in  order  to  make  government 
cafy,.  were  tor  ruling  men  by  their  interefts, 

that  is,  they  were  tor  continuing  that - pradice, 

whidi  had  long  been  in  ufe,  ot  procuring  a  majority 
in  parliament,  not  forgetting  the  proper  management 
attending  the  dikribution  of  the  numerous  lucrative 
places  in  the  difpofal  ot  the  crown.  But  the  popular 
part\ ,  at  tne  head  of  which  flood  the  Bntifh  patriot, 
affirmed  different  fentiments  :  they  were  of  the  fame 
opinions  with  regard  to  fetting  bounds  to  the  power 
ot  trance,  but  our  iituation  they  laid,  dictated  a 
nano, /n,  a  more  natural,  a  fafer,  and  a  lets  expen- 
five  plan  of  politic  Great-Britain  being  an  ifland, 

its 
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its  conduft  ought  not  to  be  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
nations  on  the  continent;  our  natural  ftrength  is  ma¬ 
ritime,  and -that  ought  vigorously  to  be '‘exerted; 
trade  is  our  natural  employment,  and  they  ought 
mutually  to  fupport  each  other :  if  we  turn  our  backs 
to  our  real  interefts,  abandon  our  natural  element, 
enter  that  inextricable  labyrinth  of  continental  poli¬ 
tics,  make  ourfelves  parties  in  every  controverfy,  ex- 
hauft  our  wealth  in  purchafing  the  ufelefs  and  preca¬ 
rious  friendship  of  every  petty  prince  or  Slate,  wafte 
the  blood  of  our  people  in  all  the  quarrels  that  may 
arife  on  the  continent,  all  this  will  be  fo  far  from 
going  the  right  way  to  reduce  France,  that  we  at¬ 
tack  her  on  the  Strongelt  fide,  and  only  deftroy  our¬ 
felves  by  fuch  ill-judged  efforts  againft  the  enemy  : 
while  we  preferve  the  fuperiority  at  fea,  we  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  fuperiority  of  France  at  land, 
we  can  always  cut  the  finews  of  her  Strength  by  de¬ 
stroying  her  traffic  ;  to  fear  an  invafion  from  a  power 
weak  in  its  marine,  is  the  idleSt  of  all  fears ;  but  al¬ 
lowing  it  were  poffible,  a  well  trained  malitia  would 
with  zeal  be  our  beft  protection  ;  for  a  Standing  army 
in  every  Shape  is  dangerous  to  freedom,  our  govern¬ 
ment  being  connected  with  the  liberty  of  the  Subject 
needs  no  affiftance  from  defpotic  power ;  neither  is 
parliamentary  interest  neceffary  ;  a  good  government 
will  not  be  oppofed,  and  men  need  no  bribes  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  their  duty. 

This  conflict  between  an  old  established  interest, 
and  the  torrent  of  popularity  laSted  fome  time,  and 
the  nation  was  greatly  injured  by  it.  It  is  not  pro¬ 
per  to  trace  the  Steps  from  whence  it  began,  nor  to 
purfue  it  any  further.  We  hope  we  have  faid  enough 
for  every  intelligent  Englishman  to  form  an  idea^or 
the  difmiflion  of  the  minister,  which  happened  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difpute.  Perhaps  the  old  junto,  who 

immediately  furrounded  the - affirmed,  that 

with  fuch  obstinate  and  ignorant  colleagues,  the  ma- 
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chine  of  g - could  not  be  moved  according  to 

- - ’s  inclination  }  and  by  this  advantage  of  the 

cloiet,  bverjhis  little  court  influence,  they  gained  their 
point.  On  the  fifth  of  April  the  king  commanded 
Mr.  Pitt  to  refign,  and  four  days  alter  Mr.  Legge 
refigned,  and  other  difmiffions  were  made  of  courfe. 
The  cafe  of  the  nation  was  at  this  time  truly  de¬ 
plorable-,  we  were  engaged  in  a  war  which  had  hither¬ 
to  proved  unfuccefsful,  we  began  to  defpair  of  our 
military  virtue,  and  our  public  fpirit  feemed  to  be 
extinguifhed  faftion  raged  with  the  utmoft  violence, 
our  operations  were  fufpended,  and  while  we  had  no 
miniftry,  there  was  no  plan  to  follow.  The  principal 
perfons  in  the  kingdom  were  divided  by  three  par¬ 
ties  ;  the  firft  were  thofe  who  had  formed  their  con¬ 
nexions  under  an  old  miniftrv,  fome  of  them  had 
grown  to  places  and  power  all  of  them  were  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  want  of  abilities,  and  popularity, 
which,  in  a  government  like  ours  is  an  efiential  thing 
they  needed  moil,  but  all  thefe  were  almoft  over¬ 
balanced  by  two  articles  ;  the  monied  intereft  they 
had  almoft  entirely,  and  of  parliamentary  influence, 
they  had  by  far  the  greateft  fhare.  The  fecond  par¬ 
ty  were  only  powerful  in  a  chafin,  it  is  true,  they 
fucceeded  to  office,  but  in  a  fhort  time  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  their  pods ;  they  were  more  un¬ 
popular  than  the  firft  party  ;  they  did  not  even  at¬ 
tempt  to  preferve  appearances  neceflfary  to  populari¬ 
ty  ;  their  parliamentary  ftrength  was  inferior,  though 
repeftable,  and  their  abilities  were  allowed  to  be 
great  and  many.  The  third  party  poflfefied  an  un¬ 
bounded  popularity  ;  their  great  and  glorious  leader 
was  idolized  by  the  people,  who  faw  in  him  and  his 
friends  that  fpirit  to  vindicate  and  affert  our  rights, 
which  we  had  long  wanted :  thefe  patriots  had 
courage  and  honefty  to  purfue  the  real  interefts  of  our 
country  in  defiance  of  power,  and  in  contempt  of 

private  advantages.  They  poflfefied  a  folid  judgment 

and 
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and  a  keen  penetration :  their  eloquence  was  nervous, 
bold  and  admirable ,  it  Battled  the  font,  of  corrupt.- 
on  expofed  the  iniquitous  and  bale,  and  while  it  re¬ 
vived  P  crave  vigour  to  the  drooping  fpirits  oi  their 
injured  countrymen  •,  in  a  word,  they  were  patriots 
without  prejudice,  and  courtiers  without  depent  ance 
Their  ftrength  in  parliament  was  but  trifling,  and  mur 
influence  a?  court  lefs  :  but  they  were  beloved  by  the 
people,  who  repofed  the  molt  perledl  confidence  in 
their  integrity.  The  difintereftednefs  of  their  leader 
was  univerfally  allowed  even  by  hisenem.es;  and  Ins 
application  was  equal  to  his  abilities.  I  he  turning 
thele  men  out  of  employment  was  lo  far  from  work¬ 
ing  their  difgrace  as  was  intended  that  it  made 
them,  ifpoflible,  Ihine  with  more  diftinguifned  _  luf- 
tre  ;  the  whole  nation  role  up  as  one  man  to  vindi¬ 
cate  their  conduit,  and  the  freedoms  ot  molt  ol  the 
o-reat  cities  and  corporations  in  Great  Britain  ant 
Ireland  were  transmitted  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge 
in  o-olden  boxes,  accompanied  with  elegant  addrelles, 
pay  in  a  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the  patriotiim  and 
virtue°of  their  adminiftration.  No  body  fucceeded  to 
Mr.  Pitt’s  office.  On  the  6th  of  April  lord  Mans¬ 
field  was  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
a  new  board  of  admiralty  was  appointed  with  the  earl 
of  Winchelfea  at  its  head.  Three  days  alter  thele  alte¬ 
rations  were  made,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  fent 
to  Hanover  to  command  an  army  ol  obfervation,  con¬ 
fining  of  between  30  and  40,000  Hanoverians  and 
Heffians.  This  meafure  was  taken  in  confeqence  ol 
the  movement  of  a  French  army  towards  tne  Rhine, 
compofed  of  thofe  troops  which  they  had  laid  \eai  a>- 
fembled  on  the  coafts  of  Picardy,  Brittany  and  Nor¬ 
mandy,  with  a  view  ol  proceeding  to  the  empue, 
and  attack  the  king  of  Pruffia,  as  they  pretend¬ 
ed,  in  confequence  of  their  treaty  with  the  emprels 
queen,  and  their  being  guarantees  of  the  treaty  ot 
Weftphalia;  though  perhaps  their  real  delign  was  no 
r  other 
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other  than  to  make  a  conqueft  of  the  deflorate  of 
Hanover,  by  which  they  judged  they  could  oblige 
the  king  of  England  to  make  fome  conceflions  with 
regard  to  America.  The  name  of  Hanover  was  at 
this  time  fo  unpopular  in  England,  that  the  people, 
after  the  example  of  their  late  patriot  minifter,  would 
not  hear  of  a  man  or  a  fhilling  being  fent  thither. 
W  e  mud  own  this  was  carrying  the  rigid  extreme  of 
politics  rather  too  far  ;  Hanover  bein»  attacked 
iolely  on  an  Englifh  caufe,  we  ought  to°have  fent 
money  to  its  relief,  for  which  there  was  at  that  time 
men  enough  to  be  had  in  Germany  ;  but  the  fendino- 
our  troops  thither,  while  we  are  at  war  with  France5 
is  doubly  prejudicial  to  this  nation,  for,  by  want 

of  men,  we  cannot  ad  on  the  offenfive  againft  France 
as  we  ought. 

1  he  want  of  a  fettled  miniftry  occafioned  the  mif- 
fortune  of  our  having  no  fixed  plan  of  politics  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  ;  and  our  affairs  were  not  like¬ 
ly  to  go  well,  when  it  was  uncertain  how  we  fhould 
purfue  them  from  fuch  a  variety  of  changing :  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  fpring  nothing  was  to  be  feen  or  heard 
at  court  but  confufion  and  cabal :  at  length,  when 
we  were  almoft  ruined  by  this  ftate  of  anarchy,  and 
when  our  generals  had  taken  the  field  in  every  quar¬ 
ter,  though  perhaps  not  without  the  fear  of  being 
difgraced  by  new  matters,  the  caballing  feemed  to 
ceafe,  and  a  reconciliation  among  the  parties  began 
to  be  effected ;  perhaps  the  old  junto,  who  had  in¬ 
curred  the  cenfure  of  the  people  were  afraid  to  pufh 
matters  to  an  extremity  :  they  now  faw  that  effeds  of 
popularity  which  they  once  defpifed,  and  that  the 
people  were  not  to  be  led  by  the  nofe  implicitly  in¬ 
to  every  meafure  as  they  had  apprehended  •,  addreffes 
made  their  way  to  the  throne,  praying,  that  the  dif- 
miffed  minifters  might  be  reftored,  for  upon  them 
depended  the  fecurity  and  honour  of  the  nation,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  which  had  hitherto  teemed 
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with  difgrace  and  misfortune  :  thefe  were  terrible 
blows  to  the  old  junto’s  power,  and  there  was  no  con¬ 
cealing  them.  On  the  29th  of  June  the  king  re- 
ftored  Mr.  Pitt  to  his  office,  and  three  days  after 
Mr.  Legge  was  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer*,  the  duke  of  Newcaitle  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  a  new  board  of  treafury,  lord  Anfon  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  and  Mr.  Fox  paymafter  of  the  forces. 
This  arrangement  was  productive  of  the  molt  happy 
confequences,  and  whoever  advifed  it  was  a  friend  to 
Great  Britain.  It  was  importable  to  exclude  from  the 
adminiftration  the  late  miniftry  :  their  influence  in 
council  and  parliament  was  fo  great,  that  they  could 
thwart  every  meafure  in  which  they  were  not  im- 
mediatly  concerned  or  confulted  *,  therefore  this  was 
the  belt  ftep  that  could  be  taken,  becaufe  it  was  an 
healing  one,  and  while  it  fatisfied  the  heads  of  the  par¬ 
ties  themlelves,  it  could  not  tail  of  being  agreeable  to 
their  numerous  friends  *,  and  it  had  one  advantage 
above  all  thele,  which  was,  that  it  entirely  quelled 
the  fpirit  of  faction,  no  one  party  being  able  on  its 
fingle  bottom  to  do  any  thing  ;  and  this  coalition,  fo 
neceflary  in  a  government  like  ours,  gave  univerfal 
fatisfadtion  to  all  ranks  of  people.  It  is  not  proper 
to  trace  out  the  means  through  which  it  was  effeft- 
ed ;  the  reader  muft  be  content  with  our  obferving, 
that  after  the  parties  had  abated  fomething  in  their 
hard  and  rigorous  terms,  by  which  all  things  had 
been  purtied  to  an  extreme,  they  confented  to  a 
kind  of  a  capitulation,  and  the  court  and  the  people 
were  reconciled  to  its  terms.  There  could  be  no 
fear  of  negleft  where  the  vigilance  and  capacity  of 
Mr.  Pitt  were  to  be  exerted. 

In  the  mean  time  the  operations  in  Germany  on 
the  fide  of  the  king  of-Pruffia  were  begun  with  m*eat 
alacrity.  He  defied  the  ban,  and  though  he  knew  the 
ftate  of  the  confederacy  againlt  him,  he  relolved  to 
force  his  way  into  Bohemia,  and  attack  its  capital 

on 
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on  a  fudden.  The  Auftrians  are  faid  to  have  had 
1 00,000  men,  commanded  by  prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
rain  and  count  Brown,  ready  to  oppofe  his  paffage. 
The  king  divided  his  army  into  three  bodies,  and 
then  began  his  march.  One  of  thefe  divifions,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  prince  of  Bevern,  defeated  a  large 
corps  of  the  enemy  at  Richenberg.  The  whole  ar¬ 
my  entered  Bohemia  without  any  further  oppofition, 
and  with  furprizing  rapidity  pufhed  forward  to  Prague. 

At  a  lfnall  diftance  from  that  city  lay  the  Auftrian 
army,  moft  advantageoufly  polled;  their  camp  was 
fortified  by  art  and  nature  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  any 
common  general  would  have  deemed  it  impregnable; 
but  the  Pruflians,  who  were  wedded  to  danger  and 
difficulties,  thought  of  nothing  but  victory.  On  the 
6th  of  May  they  palled  the  moraffes,  which  lay  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  enemy,  climbed  feveral  preci¬ 
pices,  and  faced  the  Auftrian  batteries  with  a  refolu- 
tion  that  is  hardly  credible;  the  action  was  general, 
dole  and  obfhinate,  but  the  efforts  of  the  Pruflians 
proved  at  length  fuperior  ;  the  numbers  of  the  flain 
on  both  fides  was  very  great;  the  viftors  loft  the  brave 
marlhal  §chwerin,  at  the  age  of  eighty  two,  while  he 
was  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  holding  a  colonel’s 
ftandard  in  his  hand ;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  vanquilh- 
ed  marfhal  Brown  was  mortally  wounded ,  which 
threw  the  Auftrian  army  into  fuch  irreparable  confu- 
fion,  that  they  precipitately  quitted  the  field,  and  left 
their  whole  camp  to  the  Prulfians.  About  40,000 
of  the  fugitives,  with  the  generals,  took  refuge  in 
Prague,  and  the  reft  fled  towards  Moravia.  The  king 
of  Pruffia  loft  no  time  in  immediately  invefting  the 
city,  and  cutting  off  all  luccours.  Many  people  thought 
an  attack  on  this  place  unadvifeable,  confidering  the 
great  number  of  the  garrifon,  and  from  the  fame 
caule  apprehended  its  reduction  by  famine  the  more 
certain.  The  monarch  however  is  faid  to  have  oeen 
deaf  to  reafon,  he  prepared  to  bombard  the  town, 

and  « 
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nd  on  the  2gth  of  May  at  midnight,  upon  the  fig- 
nal  of  a  rocket,  four  batteries  were  opened,  which 
difcharged  every  twenty  four  hours  288  bombs,  be- 
fides  a  vaft  multitude  of  red  hot  balls.  One  would 
think  that  the  vengeance  of  man  was  driving  to  be 
more  dreadful  than  the  greateft  terrors  of  nature-,  for 
juft  before  thele  malicious  engines  began  to  pour 
deftruftion  on  the  unfortunate  city,  there  were  felt 
and  heard  one  of  the  moft  terrible  dorms  or  rain  and 
thunder  which  had  ever  been  known  in  the  memory 
of  the  olded  man  there.  The  town  was  foon  in 
flames  in  every  part.  *  The  clergy,  magiftrates  and 
burghers  feeing  the  city  on  the  point  of  being  re¬ 
duced  to  a  heap  of  rubbifh,  lupplicated  the  com¬ 
mander  in  the  mc-ft  pathetic  language  to  liften  to 
terms  with  the  enemy,  prince  Charles,  the  commander 
was  deaf  to  their  terms.  M.  Brown  at  this  time  was 
dead,  the  chagrin  he  differed  is  laid  to  have  proved 
mortal,  and  not  the  wound  he  received  in  the  battle. 
Twelve  thoufand  ufelefs  mouths  were  driven  out  of 
Prague,  and  by  the  Pruffians  forced  back  again. 
Plere  we  will  leave  this  cruel  feene  arid  turn  to  the 
other  affairs  which  were  tranfadling  in  the  interim. 

In  the  north  all  things  feemed  to  bear  hard  upon 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  The  emprefs  ofRuffia,  true  to 
her  refentments  and  engagements,  lent  60, coo  men, 
commanded  by  M.  Apraxin,  who  invaded  Ducal 
Pruffia,  and  took  the  towns  of  Memel  and  Pillau : 
floe  alfo  equipped  a  fleet  in  the  Baltic,  deftined  to 
co-operate  with  the  army.  The  king  of  Sweden, 
though  allied  bv  blood  and  inclination  to  the  kino- 
of  Pruffia,  could  not  rule  the  fenate,  who  were  jea¬ 
lous  of  his  fentiments,  and  flattered  by  the  intrigues 
and  fubiidies  of  France,  which  cemented  ail  th  fir 
old  attachment  to  her;  and  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg 
agreed  tto  join  the  Swedifh  army  with  6  j 00  men, 
when  it  fhould  be  afiemblech  The  French  army  up¬ 
on  the  Lower  Rhine,  confiding  of  80,000  men, 
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commanded  by  M.  d’Etrees,  an  officer  of  great 
.muities,  feized  Cleves,  Meurs,  and  Gueldres,  while 
a  detachment  ieized  Embden,  and  whatever  elfe  be¬ 
longed  to  the  king  of  Pruflia  in  Eaft  Friefland.  The 
contingents  of  the  empire  were  affembled  to  execute 
t  ie  ban,  and  the  command  01  thefe  troops  was  given 
to  the  prince  of  Saxe-Hi!dbourghaufen.  The  un- 
wilhngnefs  with  which  this  army  adted,  is  not  alto- 
tk  thwi  u naccountable  j  many  of  them  feared  the 
Louie  oi  rudhia,  and  they  were  accuftomed  to  this 
iCap  by  ^be  iyranous  influence  of  that  family,  which 
iLiu  oecn  in  a  manner  hereditary  in  the  Empire  : 
tnen  ^  would  they-  heartily  fupport  a  power  they 
ui  eaued,  and  almoft  dilliked  ?  probably  they  would 
have  remained  in  a  irate  of  inactivity,  or  have  de¬ 
lated^  to  the  king  of  Pruflia,  had  not  the  French 
agreeu  to  lend  25,000  men,  under  the  command  of 
tne  prince  de  Soubize,  to  their  afiiftance  •,  the  French 
t loops  were  obliged  to  be  polled  between  their  re- 
£  ~  5  1  n  i  1.  *  c  1  i  a  manner,  as  might  prevent  de- 

iertion,  revolt,  and  all  other  attempts  to  difobey  the 
orders  of  the" commander  in  chief,  otherwife  this 
army  would  have  dwindled  away  to  nothing. 

w  hile  the  liege  of  Prague  was  carrying  on  with 
t  ie  ut mod  fury,  count  Daun  undertook  to  turn  the 
fortune  of  the  war,  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of  Au- 
Lria  ;  he  was  a  general  of  extraordinary  abilities,  he 
had  had  a  long  experience,  had  feen  many  feenes  of 
action,  and  had  rofe  to  this  luperior  command,  not  by 
court  favour,  but  by  the  flow  gradation  of  mere  me¬ 
rit,  without  noife,  and  in  univerfal  efleem.  He  col¬ 
lated  the  fugitives  of  the  Auftrian  army,  he  took 
the  garri fons  ‘of  mod  of  the  fortified  towns  in  Au¬ 
stria,  and  dripped  their  ramparts  of  cannon,  in 
order  to  compofe  a  train  of  artillery :  notwithftand- 
ing  the  affairs  of  the  emprefs  queen,  feemed  verg¬ 
ing  to  inevitable  ruin,  and  every  thing  feemed 
wrought  up  to  a  defperate  point,  he  entered  the 

field 


wfc '  ;  wfsi  A'wv kw\rp  g  -i’  dy-- k 


m 


'  ■  a 

' 


(  lS3  )  *757 

field  in  Bohemia,  and  took  pod  at  Colin,  a  final  I 
diftance  from  Prague,  from  whence  he  fed  the  gar- 
rifon  with  hopes  of  relief,  which  he  apprehended 
would  draw  the  enemy  to  a  battle.  The  king  of 
Pruffia  was  fenfible  of  the  advantages  derived  from 
that  fituation  ;  he  knew  Prague  would  have  furren- 
dered,  if  Daun  had  not  appeared,  as  the  garrifon 
were  reduced  to  the  eating  of  horfe  flefh  •,  therefore, 
he  refolved  without  delay,  to  drive  the  Auftrian  ge¬ 
neral  from  his  entrenched  poll.  Marfhal  Keith,  a 
very  able  officer  in  the  Pruffian  lervice,  advifed  his 
mailer  to  reduce  Prague  before  he  gave  battle  to 
count  Daun,  or  elfe  to  raile  the  fiege  entirely,  and 
give  him  battle  with  his  whole  army  ;  but  the  king 
of  Pruffia  had  formed  his  plan,  and  he  would  not  al¬ 
ter  it ;  he  refolved  to  do  a  great  deal  of  work  in  a 
little  time,  to  divide  his  forces,  and  to  beat  count 
Daun,  and  take  Prague  at  the  fame  time  *,  therefore, 
he  drew  32,000  men  from  before  Prague,  though 
tnere  ^was  an  army  in  it  to  beficge,  and  marched 
v/ith  them  to  Colin,  where  he  found  count  Daun 
witn  upwards  of  60,000  men,  in  every  part  intrenched 
up  to  his  teeth,  and  defended  by  one  of  the  molt 
formidable  trains  of  artillery  he  ever  faw.  The  mo¬ 
narch,  fo  blinded  with  his  uniform  fuccefs,  began  an 
attack  on  thefe  impregnable  defences,  with  his  little 
force.  The  enemy’s  artillery  fwept  them  awav  in 
great  numbers  as  they  attempted  to  climb  the  pre¬ 
cipices*,  in  vain  were  the  Prufiians  inlpired  with  a  re¬ 
membrance  of  their  former  victories,  in  vain  did 
they  return  to  the  attack,  with  all  the  weight  of  ar¬ 
dor,  zeal,  and  courage  *,  they  ftill  recoiled  l  their  im- 
petuofity  was  broke  every  time  they  advanced,  by 
fuperior  numbers,  and  fituation  ;  in  a  word,  they 
were  too  few  for  this  defperate  enterprize.  Daun 
never  ftirred  from  his  entrenchments  ;  he  knew  the 
king  of  Pruffia  had  not  brought  troops  enough  to  force 
them,  and  lie  faw  With  pleafure  thofe  men^ iacrifked 
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in  thoufands,  who  had  (truck  terror  to  the  gates  of 
Vienna,  becaufe  the  king  of  Pruftia,  by  iuch  a  lots 
of  his  bed  troops,  would  be  lei's  formidable  during 
the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  The  king  made 
feven  furious,  but  ineffectual  attacks,  upon  the  ene¬ 
mies  entrenchments  *,  he  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  his 
cavalry  made  a  molt  vigorous  and  intrepid  charge  ; 
but  that,  like  the  reft,  proving  unfuccefsful,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  draw  off,  and  called  aloud  to  the  prince 
of  Severn :  “  Nous  ferrons  mieux  un  autre  fois.53  * 
They  effected  a  tolerable  retreat  to  Prague,  as  Daun 
did  not  venture  to  purfue  them.  The  king  joined 
his  troops  under  general  Keith,  whom  he  had  left 
before  the  city,  and  prepared  to  raife  the  fiege  di¬ 
rectly  ;  he  had  induftrioufly  concealed  his  lofs  in  the 
battle  ;  but  this  meafure  fufficiently  proves  it  muft 
have  been  very  great,  befides  the  innumerable  ill 
conlequences  of  a  defeat,  fuch  as  wounding  the  (pi¬ 
nt  of  the  troops,  defer  dons,  &c.  He  railed  the 
fiege  of  Prague  that  night,  and  began  his  march 
for  Saxony  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  ;  as  foon  as  the 
imprifoned  Austrians  difccvered  the  evacuation, 
they  fallied  out,  but  it  was  too  late  to  do  him  any 
material  damage.  Count  Daun  joined  them,  and 
they  received  him  with  all  the  tranfport  due  to  a  de¬ 
liverer  ;  they,  in  conjunction  watched  the  motions 
of  the  Pruffian  monarch,  who  being  inferior  to  them 
in  numbers,  continued  to  retire,  and  began  to  acft 
upon  a  defen  five  plan. 

The  battle  of  Colin,  in  a  few  weeks,  entirely 
changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  Germany.  The  ene¬ 
mies 


--  We  wil<  do  better  another  time.”  lienee  it  is  evident, 
e  took  the  blame  of  this  mifcarriage  upon  himfelf  ;  and  indeed 
e  only  was  to  blame/  ft  ia  true,  he  had  done  a  great  deal  with 
little;  but  he  apprehended,  that  with  a  little  he  could  do^  all  ; 
nd  upon  this  erroneous  principle  he  fought  the  battle  of  Colin, 
n  the  1 8th  day  of  June  :  a  day,  which  throughout  the  Auflrian 
jminions,  is  annually  remembered  by  a  folemn  thankfgiving. 
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mics  of  the  king  of  Prufiia,  were  animated  by  the 
fuccefs  of  their  allies,  and  now  began  to  pour  upon 
him  cn  ail  hues.  The  favage  Ruffians  began  to  lay 
wafte,  with  the  molt  horrid  acds  of  barbarity,  the 
country  they  had  entered;  their  cruelties  refleft  luch 
infamy  on  their  arms,  that  a  hundred  victories  more 
famous  than  thole  of  Peter  the  Great,  will  not  be 
enough  to  wipe  it  off;  nor  were  they  during  this 
campaign  lei's  cowardly  than  cruel ;  they  were  afraid 
to  fairly  oppofe  a  handful  of  Pruffians,  commanded 
by  an  officer  of  reputation,  affembled  to  watch  and 
harrafs  their  motions.  When  the  vile  and  horrid  ra¬ 
vages  of  the  enemy  called  aloud  for  vengeance, 
when  the  country  was  totally  defolated  to  a  consi¬ 
derable  diftance,  by  lire  and  fword,  the  Pruffians 
could  no  longer  forbear  attempting  to  rcltrain  fuch 
inhuman  havock  ;  accordingly  marlhal  Lehwakl, 
who  commanded  the  Pruffian  troops  in  this  country, 
was  directed  by  the  king,  to  give  battle  to  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  who  were  no  fooner  advifed  of  this  intention, 
than  they  began  to  intrench  themfelves  with  the  ut- 
moft  ftrength  and  affiduity ;  the  Pruffians,  who  did 
not  exceed  30,000  men,  found  them  at  a  place  cal¬ 
led  Norkitten,  and  early  in  the  morning,  on  the 
30th  of  Auguft,  they  attacked  thefe  defences  with 
their  ufual  vigour;  the  king  of  Sweden’s  brother  at 
the  head  of  the  Pruffian  dragoons,  found  means  to 
attack  the  Ruffian  cavalry,  and  he  almoft  routed 
them  ;  marlhal  Lehwald,  after  a  confiderable  lofs, 
forced  the  enemy  from  the  firft  intrenchment,  but 
finding  there  was  a  fecond,  defended  by  at  leaft  two 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  he  thought  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  attempt  that  with  luch  a  handful  of 
men,  and  therefore  determined  to  draw  off,  for 
which  the  King  of  Prufiia  never  forgave  him  •,  he 
retreated  to  his  former  camp  at  Vehlau,  without  fuf- 
fering  the  leafc  moleftation;  the  Ruffians  remained  in 
theirs  at  Norkitten,  and  next  day,  there  was  little 
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or  no  marks  of  a  battle  having  been  fought  there, 
except  a  few  of  the  (lain  which  were  unburied.  The 
armies  continued  in  this  date  of  inactivity  till  the  • 
13th  of  September,  when  the  Ruffians  finding  it 
impoffible,  by  reafon  of  their  own  ravages,  to  iubfift 
in  the  country  any  longer,  began  a  fudden  and 
fpeedy  retreat  out  of  the  Pruffian  territories,  to  the 
great  furprize,  of  not  only  the  Pruffians,  but  of 
every  court  in  Europe;  even  that  of  Peterfburgh 
difavowed  any  knowledge  of  this  unexpected  mo¬ 
tion  :  but  in  order  to  do  juftice  to  their  allies,  who 
complained  of  great  injuries  by  this  precipitate  ftep, 
marfhal  Apraxin  was  put  under  an  arreft,  and  di¬ 
rected  to  be  conveyed  as  a  prifoner  to  Peterfburgh ; 
but  to  the  great  difappointment  of  thofe,  who  ex¬ 
pected  that  his  trial  would  unveil  this  myfterious  af¬ 
fair,  he  was  taken  ill  at  Narva,  and  there  died  of  an 
apoplexy.  The  rapidity  with  which  the  Ruffians 
marched,  hindered  marfhal  Lehwald  from  harraf- 
fing  their  retreat ;  therefore  he  turned  his  arms  a- 
gainft  the  Swedes,  who  were  augmented  to  25,000 
men,  under  the  command  of  general  Hamilton,  and 
had  taken  leveral  towns  in  the  hither  Pomerania. 
They  retired  on  his  approach,  and  he  feized 
all  the  places  which  they  had  conquered,  and  at 
length  drove  them  to  Stralfund,  which  lo  lefiened 
their  numbers  by  fatigue,  hunger,  and  defertion, 
that  when  they  arrived  thither,  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  campaign,  their  army  did  not  amount  to  half  its 
original  number.  The  Pruffians  being  now  in  pof- 
feflion  of  all  Pomerania,  the  dutchy  ofMccklen- 
burgh,  which  was  the  ally  of  Sweden,  of  courfe  be¬ 
came  expofed  to  their  fury;  the  mod  fevere  exactions 
were  made,  and  the  moft  wanton  barbarities  com¬ 
mitted  ;  the  Pruffians  by  tj^eir  behaviour  to  the 
poor  Mecklenburghers,  feemed  to  revenge  the  cru¬ 
elties  of  the  Ruffians  ;  Lehwald  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  thefe  miferies,  had  he  not  perceived  the  dif- 
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pleafure  of  his  matter,  which  occafioaed  him  to  beg 
leave  to  refign,  and  his  requeft  being  granted,  he  quit¬ 
ted  the  fervice  with  filent  indignation. 

The  unweiidy  French  army,  incumbered  with  a  vatt 
quantity  of  baggage  and  ufelefs  mouths,  as  French 
armies  always  are,  made  for  fome  time  but  a  flow 
progrefs  *,  it  is  true,  they  found  many  difficulties  in 
marching  over  the  rough,  diimal  and  barren  defarts, 
which  he  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Wefer,  but  at 
length  they  approached  this  latter  river,  having  o 
bliged  the  duke  of  Cumberland  to  retreat  as  they  ad¬ 
vanced.  His  royal  highnefs  patted  the  river,  and 
entered  Hanover,  which  it  was  apprehended  he  could 
now  defend,  as  the  French  army  could  not  pafs  the 
Wefer,  which  defends  Hanover  from  thefe  foreign 

_  _  o 

attacks,  without  manifdny  expofing  themfelves  to  his 
mercy,  but  from  fome  unaccountable  fatality,  the 
French  paffed  the  Wefer,  in  the  night  between  the 
tenth  and  eleventh  of  July,  without  the  lofs  of  a 


tingle  man.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  retired  to  the 
village  of  Haftenbeck  a  few  miles  from  Hamelin, 
to  which  place  the  marfhal  d’Etrees  followed  him. 
Elis  royal  Elighnefs  thought  he  had  chofen  fo  excel¬ 
lent  » iituation,  that  the  French  general  could  not 
aft  againft  him  with  his  whole  force  ;  but  he  was  de¬ 
ceived  ;  Ivl.  d’Etrees  had  luperior  abilities  ;  he  ca- 
nonaded  the  allies  ail  day  on  the  25th,  and  threaten¬ 
ed  to  attack  their  right,  left  and  centre  at  the  fame 
time.  On  the  26th  at  daylight,  the  engagement  be¬ 
gan,  which  was  maintained  on  the  fide  of  the  allies 
with  great  bravery  for  feverai  hours ;  but  the  French 
general,  with  fuperior  numbers  and  (kill,  obliged 
them  to  abandon  the  field  with  the  lofs  of  about 
1500  men.  Elis  own  army  buffered  nearly  the  fame, 
but  he  foon  made  them  ample  amends  by  taking  the 
town  of  Eiameim,  where  he  found  a  great  number 
of  brafs  cannon  and  mortars,  and  a  vaft  deal  of  equi¬ 
page  belonging  to  the  allied  army.  At  this  time, 
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the  French  nation  laboured  under  the  fame  dil ad¬ 
vantage  which  has  often  happened  in  England  ;  the 
fervantsof  the  crown  were  in  general,  fuch  as  were 
obnoxious  to  the  people  ;  and  if  an  honed  man  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  employed  by  thefe  mercenaries,  and  did 
not  turn  villain  as  well  as  they,  he  was  lure  not  to 
continue  long  in  employ.  How  far  this  was  d’Etrees’s 
cafe,  we  do  not  pretend  to  affirm;  it  is  certain  that 
before  he  fought  the  battle  of  Haftenbeck,  the  mar- 
chionefs  de  Pompadour,  who  entirely  influenced  the 
French  councils,  got  him  recalled ;  and  the  duke  de 
Richelieu,  who  had  been  the  principal  indrumentof 
her  elevation,  and  perhaps  excelled  all  the  world  in 
the  mean  and  wicked  arts  of  a  profeffed  courtier,  to 
fucceed  him.  Accordingly  M.  cf  Etrees  quitted  the 
army  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  finifhing  his  con- 
queds,  and  marfhal  Richelieu  took  the  command. 
The  duke  of  Cumberland,  indead  of  retreating  di- 
rectly  to  Magdebourg,  where  he  might  either  have 
been  joined  or  have  been  of  mod  feafonable  affidance 
to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  retired  to  Stade,  where  by 
the  beginning  of  September,  he  was  to  cooped 
up  with  water  on  his  flanks  and  rear,  and  the 
French  in  his  front,  that  he  was  unable  by  his  fitu- 
ation  to  retire,  or  by  his  Arength  to  advance;  therefore, 
he  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  figning  a  conven¬ 
tion  with  theFrench  general,  framed  under  the  me¬ 
diation  of  the  king  of  Denmark  ;  whereby  his  whole 
army,  confiding  of  38,000  men,  were  obliged  to  lay 
down  their  arms  and  difperle  thernfelves.  Soon  after 
which  his  royal  highnefs  returned  to  London,  where 
finding  his  condudt  had  not  given  fatisfa&ion,  he 
threw  up  all  the  places  he  held  under  the  crown,  and 
retired  to  Windfor.  In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
t  raver  led  the  electorate  or  Hanover,  and  exafted  the 


mod  rigorous  contributions  in  every  part ;  they  plun¬ 
dered  the  royal  palaces,  and  committed  many  bar¬ 
barities. 
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The  army  of  the  empire  had,  by  this  time,  ad¬ 
vanced  into  Saxony,  and  fummoned  the  city  of  Leip- 
hc.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  who  had  feveral  times  of¬ 
fered  battle,  to  the  grand  Auftrian  army,  which  was 
more  than  double  his  number,  but  could  never  bring 
them  to  an  aflion,  now  refolved  to  attack  this  army; 
and  after  making  feveral  feint  motions,  he,  not- 
withuanding  their  endeavours  to  avoid  him,  brought 
his  army  oppofite  to  them  on  the  4th  of  Nov.  near 
tiie  village  of  Rofbach,  on  the  weft  fide  ot  the  Sal  a, 
and  about  ten  miles  fouth  from  Halle  in  Upper 
Saxony,  and  there  was  a  cannonade  all  day.  The 
Prijffians  were  not  in  the  whole  25,000  men,  and 
greatly  fatigued  by  a  confiderable  number  of  forced 
marches.  I  he  French  troops,  under  the  command 
of  the  prince  de  Soubife,  are  laid  to  exceed  34,000, 
and  the  Imperialifts,  under  the  prince  of  Saxe-IIil- 
bourghaufen  20,000,  all  in  health  and  vigour,  ex¬ 
cept  among  the  latter  there  were  blended  fome  re¬ 
cruits,  who  were  raw  and  undifeiplined,  and  others 
not  well  a  hefted  to  the  lervice.  During  the  night, 
the  French  and  Imperial  generals  took  a  rcfoV.tion 
to  give  battle  to  the  Pruffian  monarch  ;  and  on  the 
5th,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  they  began  to  make 
the  necefiary  preparations.  The  king,  who  perceiv¬ 
ed  their  intentions,  made  ready  to  give  them  a  pro¬ 
per  reception  ;  he  likewife  harangued  iiis  foldiers  by 
way  of  infpiring  them  with  emulation,  and  pro¬ 
mised  them  that  their  pay  fhould  be  double  from 
that  time  till  they  went  into  winter  quarters.  The 
French  horfe  came  on  with  great  fpirit,  and  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  while  fought  bravely,  but  they  could  not  with- 
ftand  the  Pruffians,  who  a  fled  with  amazing:*  ardor; 
they  feverely  repulled,  and  afterwards  totally  routed 
tills  body  of  cavalry,  the  reft  of  the  enemy’s  comba¬ 
tants  fhared  the  fame  fate  :  the  impetuofity  of  the 
Pruffians  was  like  a  torrent  that  overwhelmed  them 
with  deitru&ion  :  the  Imperial  infantry  made  but  a 
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imallrefiftance,  the  whole  army  was  feized  with  a  panic 
when  they  perceived  the  phrenzy  of  the  Pruffians, 
and  precipitately  quitted  the  field  of  battle  •,  they 
lef  t  behind  them  about  3000  men  flam  and  6000 
priloners,  63  pieces  of  cannon  and  fome  colours  -,  the 
lofs  of  rhe  Pruffians  was  not  500  men  ;  the  fugitives 
were  purfued  until  dark  night,  which  alone  preserved 
them  from  entire  ruin.*  The  victory  was  fo  com¬ 
plete  that  it  hardly  wanted  to  be  improved-,  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  enemy  was  fitch  that  they  were  totally 
incapable  of  aft  ion-,  therefore  the  King  of  Pruffia 
began  to  turn  his  arms  and  march  direftly  to  Silefia, 
where  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  demanded  his  prefence 
with  the  utmoft  hafte  :  he  had  left  Silefia  defended  by 


*  This  vi&ory  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia;  for  a  little  before  he  fought  it,  the  whole  ftate  of  his  af¬ 
fairs  feemed  verging  to  utter  ruin,  and  afterwards  they  began  to 
put  on  a  different  face,  and  to  emerge  to  better  fortune,  owing  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  importance  of  this  victory  ;  he  had  been  inverted  on 
the  north  by  Swedes  and  Ruffians,  on  the  eaft  and  part  of  the 
fouth  by  the  Auftrians,  and  on  the  weft  and  fouth,  by  the  French 
and  the  army  of  the  Empire  ;  and  fuch  was  the  vicinity  of  thofe 
powerful  armies,  which  did  not  in  the  whole  amount  to  lefs  than 
360,000  men,  that  they  were  all  of  them  at  one  time  hovering 
on  the  fkirts  of  his  dominions,  and  fome  of  them  had  actually 
penetrated  fo  far,  that  their  detached  parties  laid  his  capital  un¬ 
der  contributions.  In  this  fituation,  hemmed  in  on  every  fide 
by  rhe  molt  formidable  league  the  world  had  ever  feen,  fome 
might  have  thought  it  prudent  if  he  had  offered  to  fubmit;  but 
will  pofterity  think  hisnumerous  enemies  deferve  any  honour  if  they 
had  compelled  him  to  it?  Surrounded  as  he  was,  and  obliged  to 
make  hcadagainft  them  all,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  when 
he  went  through  Leipfic  to  fight  the  army  of  the  empire,  he  was, 
by  continual  fatigue,  worn  away  to  a  fkeletom  he  could  bring  no 
other  army  to  an  action,  and  confidering  the  inferiority  of  his 
numbers  and  the  unwillin  gnefs  of  the  Imperialifis,  there  were 
none  he  was  more  likely  to  defeat,  By  this  battle  he  got  rid  of 
the  army  of  the  empire  on  one  fide,  and  checked  the  progrefs  of 
Marfhal  Richlieu  on  the  other,  who  was  advancing  from  Hano¬ 
ver  towards  Magdeburgh;  the  Ruffians  had  retired  before,  and  the 
Swedes  were  at  this  time  befieged  in  Stralfund,  fo  that  of  his 
enemies  who  appeared  fo  formidable  in  Auguft,  there  were  only 
Auftrians  left. 
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the  Prince  of  Severn  with  only  26,000  men,  who  in¬ 
trenched  himfelf  under  the  walls  of  Breflau  with  the 
greateft  ftrength,  forming  what  is  called  an  impreg¬ 
nable  camp,  in  which,  by  the  King’s  orders,  he  was  to 
wait  the  iffue  of  events. 

The  Auftrians,  as  loon  as  they  heard  he  was  gone 
in  quell  of  the  army  of  the  empire,  refolved  to  wrelt 
Silefia  out  of  his  hands  by  fome  bold  ftroke,  which 
they  apprehended  his  abfence  would  afford  them  op¬ 
portunity  to  purfue  without  interruption.  Accord¬ 
ingly  on  the  27th,  general  Nadalti,  a  brave,  vigilant, 
and  indefatigable  officer,  laid  fiege  to  Schweidnitz, 
and  he  carried  on  the  operation  with  fuch  fpirit  and 
intrepidity,  that  though  the  garrifon  confided  of 
4000  men,  he  forced  them  by  his  repeated  attacks  to 
furrender  ptifoners  of-  war  on  the  1  Tthof  November  ; 
he  undertook  this  enterprize  with  principally  Bavarian 
troops,  and  he  was  no  way  fparing  of  their  lives.  It 
•was  juft  after  this  conqueft  that  the  Auftrians  were  in¬ 
formed  of theKino-of  Pruftia’s  fuccefsatRofbach,  uoon 
which  they  apprehended  he  would  be  with  them  as  foon 
as  poffible,  therefore  they  found  it  neceflary  to  make  ufe 
of  the  interim  to  the  bell  advantage  whatever  it  coft; 
theprefent  exigencies  required  vigorous  meal  tires.  In 
this  opnion  they  united  their  force  and  advanced  to  the 
intrench ments  of  the  Prince  of  Severn,  where  they 
overlooked  the  danger,  by  exaggerating  the  impor¬ 
tance  in  forcing  them  they  did  not  trouble  their 
heads  about  the  number  of  cannon  which  on  every 
fide  defended  his  inacceffible  camp-,  they  confidered 
that  by  forcing  him  they  fhould  get  Breflau, 
the  capital  of  Silefia,  but  did  not  refledt  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  it  would  coft,  and  of  courle  weaken  their 
ftrength  fo  necefiary  to  keep  Silefia.  On  the  22d.  of 
November  they  advanced  up  to  the  intrenchments, 
and  about  noon  made  two  violent  and  unfuccefsful 
aftaults-,  but  the  third,  more  intrepid  than  the  former, 
forced  the  PruiTians  from  the  exterior  lines,  who 
thereupon  retreated  to  others  which  they  had  made 
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interior.  The  Auftrians  perceiving  this,  and  confider- 
ing  the  prodigality  of  their  daughter  all  at  once 
ceafed  the  attack-,  during  this  fufpenfion,  the  Pruflians 
were  feized  with  a  chimera,  apprehending  their  der¬ 
nier  intrenchments  would  be  forced  in  the  night,  and 
therefore  while  the  Auftrian  troops  flood  infatuated 
with  f  urprife  at  having,  as  they  thought,  their  work  to  do 
over  again,  the  Pruflians  made  ufe  of  that  opportunity 
to  abandon  their  intrenchments-  and  retreat  over  the 
Oder,  except  a  few  that  threw  themfeives  into  Breflau. 
The  Auftrian  generals  knew  nothing  of  this  Hidden 
motion  and  were  aftonifhed  when  they  found  this 
ftrong  hold  evacuated.  It  is  generally  imagined  the 
Prince  of  Severn  was  aftiamed  to  aft  in  this  injudici¬ 
ous  manner,  and  was  afraid  to  fee  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
more  efpecially  as  his  majefty  had  fent  him  orders 
not  v  quit  the  lines  on  any  account  for  that  he 
certainly  fhould  be  with  him  by  December;  and 
therefore  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  he  went  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  enemy  without  efcort,  attended  only 
by  a  groom,  and  was  taken  prifoner  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy’s  Croats.  This  circ.urnflcance  was  conftrued  in¬ 
to  a  premeditated  defign,  bee  a  ufe  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  a  man  of  his  rank,  a  prince,  a  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  Ihould  undertake  the  dangerous  talk  of 
reconnoitringattendcd  by  only  one  man,  and  that  but 
g^'jom,  fuppofing  he  had  judged  it  neceflary  to  fee 
things  with  his  own  eyes.  The  lofs  of  the  Auftrians 
in  this  affair  was  not  Ids  than  the  amount  of  the  whole 
PruiTian  force  ;  but  that  of  the  Friulians,  as  they, 
were  never  put  into  confufron  did  not  exceed  2800 
men.  The  Auftrians  acknowledged  that  inch  ano- 
ther  dear  bought  victory  would  deftroy  their  whole 
army.  On  the  25th  they  fummoned  Breflau,  and 
the  rarrifon  furrendered  on  condition  of  not  ferving 
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again  ft  the  Auftrians  or  their  allies  for  two  years* 
The  King,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  thefe  difafters,  re¬ 
doubled  his  efforts  of  fpeed  towards  Silefia;  he  readi¬ 
ed 


- 


1 


(  )  1 757 

cd  Parchwitz,  near  IBreliau,  on  the  2d  oi.  Deccmocr, 
and  joined  his  troops  rite  commanded  by  the  Prince 
of  Severn.  The  Andrians,  who  occupied  the  flrong 
ca  np  of  the  Pruffians,  left  it  as  loon  as  they  neaid 
the  King  was  advancing  to  give  them  battle,  which 
they  refolved  to  accept,  and  therefore  began  tneir 
march  to  meet  him-  ,  but  they  halted  at  the  village  of 
Leuthen  near  Lffia,  and  though  they  did  not  intrench 
themfelves,  they  relic v  great  quantities  of  wood  and 
fcattered  the  n  in  the:  *  front,  in  order  to  make  it  im- 
poffible  for  the  Pruffians  to  act  with  regularity.  On 
the  5th  of  December  the  king  of  Pruflia  came  up  to 
their  camp,  winch  was  defended  by  a  numerous  artil¬ 
lery  placed  on  feveral  very  advantageous  eminences. 
He  attacked  the  advanced  corps  of  the  Andrians  and 
cut  them  to  pieces,  alfo  another  corps  who  intended 
to  take  him  in  flank.  The  armies  now  came  in  fight 
of  each  other,  and  an  ok  din  ate  and  bloody  conflict 
began:  the  Pruffian  artillery  made  terrible  havock*,  it 
happened  to  be  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  take 
the  enemy  in  flank,  and  it  mowed  them  down  in 
fcores,  the  King’s  infantry  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
intrepidity  and  his  cavalry  with  tire  molt  a  (ton  idling 
fury.  The  Auftrians  made  a  brave  re fi fiance,  but 
they  were  obliged  to  give  way  •,  yet  for  fome  time 
they  difputed  the  ground  inch  by  inch;  at  length* 
finding  they  could  not  withftand  the  impetuofiity  of 
the  Pruffians,  they  fell  into  confufion,  and  fled  from 
the  field  in  all  the  agonies  of  rnadnefs  and  defpair; 
the  officers  ran  one  way  and  the  private  men  another; 
the  commanders  never  thought  of  rallying  the 
troops  but  of  laving  themfelves.  The  King  purfued 
them  toLiffa,  6000  Auftrians  were  flain,  15000  made 
prifoners,  and  200  pieces  ofcannonwere  taken.  Before 
the  battle,  the  Aullrian  army  is  faid  to  have  exceeded 
70,000  men,  but  that  of  t!ie  Pruffians  did  not  amount 
to  40,000  men,  who  were  greatly  fatigued  by  a 
forced  march  of  200  miles.  Notv/ithltandinr  the 
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rigour  or  the  feafon  was  fet  in,  the  King  of  PrulTia 
invefted  Breflau,  though  defended  by  a  garrifon  of 
13,000  men,  and  compelled  it  to  furrender  by  the2pth 
of  December-,  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners  of 
war.  The  King  having  reconquered  ail  Silefia, 
except  Schweidnitz,  he  penetrated  before  the  end  of 
the  year  into  the  Auftrian  divifion,  and  reduced  feveral 
towns  there,  which  fo  augmented  the  number  of 
his  prifoners,  that  before  New-year’s-day  they  by  far 
exceeded  the  number  of  his  whole  army. 

The  king  of  Pruflia’s  vidtory  at  Rofbach,  not  only 
prevented  the  French  from  purfuing  their  defign  of 
entering  Magdebourg,  but  alfo  revived  the  fpirits  of 
the  Hanoverians  and  Heflians,  and  encouraged  them 
to  relume  their  arms.  Richlieu,  the  French  general, 
had  behaved  in  the  moft  cruel  and  infamous  manner 
in  many  places ;  where  it  was  impoffible  to  raife  the 
contributions  demanded,  the  foldiers  were  allowed  to 
plunder,  with  their  ufual  methods  of  barbarity,  and 
attempts  had  been  made  to  take  away  the  arms 
from  the  Hanoverian  and  Heflian  troops.  Thefe 
open  violations  of  the  convention,  unbound  the 
hands  of  their  enemies,  and  as  loon  as  the  king  of 
Pruffia  had  gained  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  re-affemble  the  allied  army;  and  the  king 
of  Pruffia  for  this  purpofe,  furn idled  a  general,  which 
was  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  an  officer  in  his  own  army. 
The  firft  operation  which  they  undertook,  was  the 
reduction  of  the  town  and  cattle  of  Harbourg-,  the 
town  was  eafily  mattered,  but  the  cattle  fuftained  a 
a  vigorous  fiege  ;  at  length  it  furrendered. 

The  Britifh  affairs  in  America  this  year  ftill  teemed 
with  misfortunes  and  disgrace,  not  a  little  owing  to  our 
late  political  divifions,  unfteadinefs  and  languor  *,  the 
attack  on  Crown*  point,  which  had  been  the  principal 
objeft  in  the  beginning,  was  now  laid  afide  ;  the 
French  were  entire  matters  of  all  the  Lakes,  and  had 

nothing 
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nothingto  prevent  their  collecting  the  Indians  tegether 
a°;ainft  us :  our  fears  did  more  in  behalf  of  the 

O  , 

French,  than  the  French  could  have  done  for  thern- 
felves:  we  abandoned * the  Iroquois,  who  were  once 
our  allies,  and  might  have  been  preferved,  and  the 
whole  country  to  the  enemy,  and  thus  without  one 
native  in  alliance,  our  whole  frontiers  were  .expofcd 
to  their  incurfions.  Inftead  of  attacking  Crown- 
point  it  was  judged  of  more  importance  to  go  againft 
Louifbourgh  ;  accordingly,  lord  Loudon  afiembled 
the  troops  under  his  command  at  Halifax  in  Nova- 
Scotia*,  he  found  here  admiral  Holborn  juft  arrived 
from  Europe  with  leventeen  fliips  of  the  line  and  a 
number  of  troops,  which  with  thofe  his  lordfhip  had 
brought,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  above  1 1000  men; 
but  from  fome  unaccountable  caufe,  it  was  July 
when  they  arrived  at  Halifax,  and  what  is  (till  more 
myfterious,  they  ipent  a  month  irw  holding  of  coun¬ 
cils,  and  at  laft  came  to  a  refolution  that  it  was  too 
late  to  do  any  thing.  The  French  did  not  aft  upon  a 
fa  pine  negligent  and  dilatory  plan;  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  they  were  apprized  of  our  defigns  and 
they  fent  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  Louifbourg,  which 
reached  the  harbour  before  it  was  well  free  of  the 
ice  ;  in  a  little  time  they  fent  two  other  ftrong  lqua- 
drons  with  a  large  fupply  of  troops,  ammunition, 
provifions,  &c.  fo  that  the  troops,  natives  and  In¬ 
dians  bearing  arms,  at  the  time  it  was  going  to  beat- 
tacked,  did  not  amount  to  lefs  than  10,000  men, 
and  the  fleet  in  the  harbour  was  luperior  to  admiral 
Holborn’s.  When  the  refolution  was  taken  to  defer 
the  attack,  lord  Loudon  with  the  troops  returned  to 
New -York,  and  admiral  Holborn  went  to  cruize  at 
the  mouth  of  Louifbourgh  harbour  ;  but  what  end 
this  was  to  anfwer  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  difc.ovef; 
nobody  lurely  can  imagine  that  the  French  admiral, 
who  had  no  occafion  to  fight  in  order  to  pro.  eel 
Louifbourg,  would  come  out  and  bring  on  an  unne- 
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ccfiary  battle  :  however,  the  Britifh  fquadrcn  con¬ 
tinued  on  this  ftation  until  the  25th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  a  moft  terrible  f  orm  arofe  and  difper- 
fed  them  different  ways,  wrecked  one,  dimiafted  ele¬ 
ven,  and  fo  fiiattered  the  reft,  that  many  found  great 
difficulty  in  getting  home.  No  {boner  was  lord  Lou¬ 
don  gene  on  the  Louifbourgh  expedition,  than  M.  de 
Montcalm  collected  the  French  forces  ton  therandre- 
iolved  to  attack  fort  Wm.  Henry,  which  being  fituat- 
ed  near  Lake-George,  defended  pent  of  our  sen  tiers  ; 
he  brought  8000  rr.tn  with  a  numerous  artillery  be¬ 
fore  the  place-;  the  ganifon  coifiuicd  of  2^00  men, 
commanded  by  col.  Monro  ;  and  general  Webb  with 
4000  men  lay  at  no  great  diftance  fro  1  the  fort, 
but  he  was  an  indifferent  fpedator  of  Montcalm's 
operations.  The  French  officer  prosecuted  the 
Liege  with  vigour,  and  Monro  bravely  defended  the 
place,  until  his  ammunition  was  (pern.  and  many  of 
his  guns  were  burft  •,  nay,  he  even  per  lifted  in  the 
honourable  difeharge  of  his  in  pertant  truft  after 
prudence  diflated  he  ought  to  iurrende r,  hoping 
that  general  Webb,  though  flow,  would  at  length 
either  oblige  the  enemy  to  raife  the  liege,  or  force 
fome  ammunition  into  the  place  ;  but  diiappointed  in 
thefe  hopes,  compelled  by  neceflity,  and  ordered  by 
a  letter  from  the  general,  which  Montcalm  fent  into 
the  fort,  he  furrendered  on  the  9th  day  of  Auguft, 
after  a  flege  of  fix  days.  By  the  capitulation,  the  gar¬ 
rison  were  not  to  ferve  for  eighteen  months  :  when 
they  marched  out  of  the  fort  the  French  Indians 
maffacred  feveral  of  them  and  committed  many  hor¬ 
rid  barbarities,  under  the  countenance  of  the  French 
general;  but  what  is  more  furpriling,  that  2000  men, 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  permitted  the  favages  to 
excrcife  their  wanton  cruelties  unmolefted  ;  the  fort 
was  demolfthed,  and  Montcalm  returned  to  Canada. 
Thus  we  with  a  prodigious  fuperiority  in  America  this 
year,  diu  nothing;  was  it  not  owing  to  the  incapacity 
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and  pufiilanimity  of  the  foul  dregs  of  a  former 
M - ? 

In  Afia  we  had  better  fuccefs ;  but  this  mull  be 
entirely  attributed  to  the  vigilance,  prudence  and 
courage  of  fome  good  officers,  who  were  at  too  great 
a  diliance  to  receive  orders  from  thole  unfteady 
men,  who  ftill  preferved  great  influence  and  formed 

irrefolute  C - s.  The  company’s  difputes  with 

the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  the  rife  of  which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  explained,  were  terminated  to  their  great  ad¬ 
vantage  by  Admiral  Watfon  and  Col.  Clive.  After 
they  had  reduced  the  fort  of  Bufbudgia,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Hughley,  up  the  Ganges,  and  reduced  that 
alio,  becaufe  the  Nabob  refilled  to  come  to  terms, 
which  they  offered  to  him  in  the  mod  polite  and  civil 
manner  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year  ;  but  he  was  too 
haughty  to  think  of  treating,  and  yet  he  was  afraid  of 
the  Britifh  power.  To  conceal  his  terror  he  made 
a  motion  with  his  army  tov/ards  Calcutta,  upon 
which  colonel  Clive,  determined  to  give  him  battle 
in  his  camp,  and  on  the  5th  of  February  he  forced 
the  Nabob  from  ail  his  polls,  though  defended  by 
between  40  and  50,000  men.  This  rifk,  feconded  by 
a  letter  from  admiral  Watfon,  intimating  that  this 
v/as  a  fpecimen  only  of  what  the  Britifh  arms,  when 
provoked,  could  perform,  perfedlly  anfwered  the  in¬ 
tention  of  bringing  about  a  pacification,  for  in  four 
days  a  treaty  of  peace  was  figned,  by  which  the 
Englifh  Eaft-India  company  were  eftablifhed  in  all 
their  former  privileges,  an  immunity  for  all  taxes 
was  granted,  and  a  reftitution  promifed  for  all  that  the 
trade  had  differed  in  the  taking  of  Calcutta.  As  this 
treaty  was  in  a  manner  extorted  from  him,  he  never 
intended  to  fulfil  the  conditions  •,  moreover,  his 
principal  counfellors  were  in  the  intereft  of  the  French, 
who  were  continually  gratifying  them  with  prefents, 
hoping  by  that  means  to  embarrafs  the  Englifh. 

,  The  day  after  this  treaty  was  figned,  admiral  Watfon 
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and  col.  Chve  received  advice  that  war  had  been  de¬ 
clared  in  Europe  between  the  Englifh  and  French  : 
tin-,  or  courfe  opened  a  new  feene,  and  thefe  brave 
officers,  who  had  the  honour  and  intereft  of  their 
country  at  heart,  immediately  refolved  on  attacking 
the  French  fort  of  Chandenagore,  fituated  higher  up 
the  river  than  Calcutta.  On  the  24th  of  March,  af¬ 
ter  a  fiege  of  four  days,  this  place  was  reduced, 
though  the  ftrongeft  and  principal  fettlement  the 
Irenc.it  had  in  Bengal;  183  pieces  of  cannon  were 
found  in  it,  and  500  Europeans  and  700  Blacks  were 
made  prifoners.  I  here  being  no  longer  any  thing 
to  apprehend  from  the  French  power  in  this  part,  it 
foil  under  confideration  how  they  fhould  aft  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Nabob,  who  had  from  time  to  time, 
upon  frivolous  pretences  deferred  to  execute  the  ar¬ 
ticles  ot  the  treaty,  he  was-  every  day  more  incon- 
ftant  and  infolent.  Some  time  was  taken  up  in  thole 
deliberations ;  they  were  afraid  to  precipitate  war 
with  him,  left  it  fhould  be  fatal  in  its  confequences; 
and  yet  his  condudfjuftified  fuch  a  ftep.  But  in  the 
midft  of  thefe  perplexities,  a  ray  of  hope  unex¬ 
pectedly  appeared.  The  feverity  and  fickle  difpo- 
lition  of  the  Nabob,  fpread  a  terror  among  thofe 
about  him  ;  they  did  not  think  themfelves  fafe  in  the 
power  of  fuch  a  man,  and  they  began  to  think  of  de¬ 
priving  him  of  his  power  becaufe  he  abufed  it. 
Among  thefe  was  one  of  great  intereft  and  authority, 
named  J  mi  tty  ;  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  this  con- 
ipiracy,  apd  communicated  their  defigns  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish;  but  Meer  Ja/lier  A!y  Cawn,  a  general  of  the 
Nabob’sarmy,  joining  the  number,  iewas  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  conclude  a  treaty  witli  thefe  confpirators, 
upon  the  bafis  of  the  former  with  the  Na¬ 
bob,  before  the  Englifh  took  the  field  for  their 
affiflance,  and  in  their  own  juftification  and  defence  ; 
for  the  Englifh,  by  thefe  confpirators,  had  certain 
knowledge  that  the  Nabob  fhortly  intended  to  attack 
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them.  In  this  treaty,  nothing  was  omitted  that 
might  put  the  company's  affairs  lor  the  future  up¬ 
on  a  firm  and  {table  ertablifhment ;  and  it  was  alfo 
agreed  that  Meer  Jaffier  ffiould  be  appointed  Nabob, 
tvery  thing  being  now  ready,  colonel  Clive  began 
his  march  to  Plaiffy  on  the  Ganges,  and  took  port 
on  a  very  advantageous  ground.  On  the  2 2d  or 
June,  the  Nabob’s  army  approached  and  gave  him 
battle  with  near  40,000  men  and  40  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
but  half  of  the  troops,  who  were  under  the  command 
of  Jaffier  Aly  Cawn  and  other  confpirators,  were 
inactive.  The  Nabob  knew  not  how  to  invert  col. 
Clive’s  intrenchments  j  and  the  colonel  taking  the 
advantage  of  his  ignorance,  totally  defeated  him  with 
very  little  lols  among  his  own  troops.  Meer  Jaffier 
now  declared  himfelf,  and  congratulated  Mr.  Clive 
on  his  victory.  TheNabob  fled  to  Muxadavad,  his  capi¬ 
tal,  with  a  few  of  his  attendants  who  continued  faithful. 
Meer  Jaffier  entered  the  city  while  it  was  in  conifer- 
nation  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Clive,  and  was  by  this  gal¬ 
lant  officer  placed  in  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Nabobs, 
where  he  received  the  homage  of  all  ranks  of  peo¬ 
ple.  The  depoied  Nabob  wandered  about  an  un¬ 
fortunate  fugitive,  purfued  by  his  enemies,  in  the  ut- 
moft  diftrefs,  with  hardly  cloaths  to  his  back,  and  till 
worn  out  with  hunger  and  fatigue  j  he  at  length  took 
refuge  in  the  houfe  of  a  man  whofe  ears  he  had 
caufed  to  be  cut  off  in  one  of  the  tran  {ports  of  his  paf- 
fion;  thisperfon  delivered  him  up  to  his  purifiers,  and 
Jaffier  Aly  Cawn’s  fon  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death. 
In  about  thirteen  days  this  great  revolution  was 
accomplifhed,  with  a  final]  force  and  very  little  lols, 
and  the  India  company  gained  fuch  a  number  of  va¬ 
luable  advantages  as  exceeded  the  expectation  of  the 
moftfanguine  wifh. 

At  home  our  attention  was  fo  much  taken  up  with 
the  Germanic  warfare,  that  a  vail  and  powerful  fleet 
was  equipped  to  be  employed  iublervient  to  its  caprici¬ 
ous  fyftem,  a  body  of  troops,  amounting  109000  men, 
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under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  were  put 
°n  hoard  it.  T  he  deftination  was  kept  a  profound 
secret ;  and  whilft  it  exercifed  the  penetration  of  all  the 
politicians  in  Europe,  it  filled  France  with  the  moft 
ferious  alarms.  The  defign  was  to  make  a  diverfion 
in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  by  drawing 
a  part  of  the  French  army  from  Weftphalia  and  Ha¬ 
nover,  to  the  defence  of  their  own  coaft.  After 
much  time  fpent  in  making  preparations,  and  feve- 
ral  blundering  delays,  the  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Hawke,  failed  on  the  eighth  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  day  on  which  the  convention  of  Clofter- 
Seven  was  figned.  On  the  21ft  the  fleet  appeared 
t  "ore  Rochfort,  and  it  was  now  known  that  they  in¬ 
tended  to  attack  it-,  but  as  the  officers  had  laid  down  no 
plan  to  be  followed  in  this  enterprize,  fome  timd  was 
taken  up  in  debating  and  framing  one  ;  at  length  it 
was  refolved  to  fccure  the  little  ifland  of  Aix,  fituated 
in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Charente,  leading  up  to 
Rochfort;  from  whence  they  apprehended  there 
might  be  fome  obftrudlion  to  their  landing  ;  captain 
Howe  in  the  Magninime,  reduced  the  ifland  on  the 
23d.  Still  the  officers  kept  debating  and  confuming 
time  in  pernicious  deliberations.  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
propofed  laying  a  fixty  gun  fhip  again  ft  fort  Fouras, 
which  it  was  thought  would  fecure  the  landing  of 
the  troops  •,  but  admiral  Knowles,  who  founded  the 
coait,  declared  there  was  no  channel  by  which  even 
a  bomb *ketch  could  approach  it;  and  the  military 
officers  would  not  attack  it  by  land,  though  it  was 
the  wcakeft  on  that  fide,  and  there  were  two  landing 
places  at  a  final!  diftancefrom  it.  Thus  was  time  buf¬ 
fered  to  elapfe  and  nothing  done,  while  the  fleet  lay 
within  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  of  courle  fo  effectually 
Ham  ed  them  as  to  make  them  to  provide  every  thing 
as  fail  as  poffible  for  their  defence.  On  the  28th, 
it  was  refolved  to  land  the  troops  that  night,  in  or¬ 
der  to  attack  the  fort:,  on  the  Charente.  The  troops 

were 


:  1/  A  »  (j  ,  ' 

‘ 


(  201  )  1757 

were  in  the  boats  at  the  appointed  time,  and  every 

thing  was  ready,  but  refolution  in  the- - s;  that 

alone  was  wanting.  They  now  took  into  confide- 
ration  the  badnefs  of  the  coaft,  the  danger  of  land¬ 
ing,  the  time  they  had  given  the  enemy  to  put  every 
place  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  and  above  all,  two 
encampments  of  militia,  which  they  had  defcried 
the  day  before;  which  force  had  been  colie&ed  fince 
they  appeared  off  the  coaft,  for  there  were  no  fuch 
thing  at  firft  ;  therefore  they  refolved  to  defer  the 
landing  until  morning,  and  the  troops  were  ordered 
back  to  their  refpedtive  fhips.  On  the  30th  a  refolu¬ 
tion  was  taken  to  return  to  England,  without  doing 
any  thing  further ;  and  on  the  fixth  of  October,  the 
fleet  arrived  at  St.  Helen’s.  When  this  armament 
departed  from  England,  it  carried  fuch  an  air  of  con- 
queft,  that  its  return  without  effecting  any  thing  but 
the  demolition  of  the  little  fort  at  Aix,  appeared  fo 
much  below  the  conception  of  the  people,  that  they 
compared  it  to  the  mountain  in  labour  which  brought 
forth  a  moufe  ;  nothing  could  exceed  the  general 
difcontent:  many  of  the  officers  blamed  the  minifters 
in  the  plan  of  the  expedition  ;  the  minifters,  and 
with  them  the  public  voice,  exclaimed againft  the  exe¬ 
cution.  The  caufe  of  its  failure,  was  ordered  to  be 
fearched  into  by  a  board  of  enquiry  ;  who  feemed  to 
cenfure  the  commander  of  the  land  forces  ;  but  a 
court-martial  acquitted  him.  This  expedition  coft 
the  nation  near  a  million  of  money  ;  the  whole  fum- 
mer  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for  it;  and 
at  laftit  only  ferved  to  embitter  our  diffentions,  with¬ 
out  affording  the  leaft  favour  to  that  caufe  for  which 
it  was  undertaken.  * 

On 


*  The  beginning  of  this  year  was  marked  by  an  event  that 
furprifcd  all  Europe  ;  an  attempt  was  made  to  aftaflinate  the 
French  king,  while  he  was  flopping  into  his  coach  at  Vcrfailles, 
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On  the  firft  of  December  the  parliament  met,  and 
unanimoufly  voted  60,000  men  for  the  fea  fervice,  and 
54,000  men  for  the  land  fervice  of  Great- Britain. 
The  fupplies  amounted  to  the  aftonifhing  fum  of 
10,486,457].  A  great  part  of  this  treafure  was  libe¬ 
rally  bellowed  upon  our  German  allies,  whom  we  ge- 
neroufly  paid  for  fighting  their  own  battle,  particu¬ 
larly  1,861,897b  exprefly  afligned  for  the  fupport  of 
our  continental  mercenaries :  this  latter  fum  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  whole  revenue  of  Charles  II.  At  this  time 
the  partizans  of  the  court  were  at  great  pains  to  in¬ 
culcate  a  belief  that  the  war  in  Germany  was  fup- 
ported  as  a  neceflary  diverfion  in  favour  of  our  own 
war  in  America,  which  while  it  employed  the  French 
power  in  Germany,  prevented  its  being  fent  to  their 
plantations,  or  making  invafions  on  this  ifland.  The 
abfurdity  of  this  notion  will  appear  to  thofe  who  con- 
fider  that  the  ports  of  France  were  blocked  up  by 
the  Britifh  navy,  that  Great-Britain  was  foie  miftrefs 
of  the  fea,  and  that  the  French  commerce  was  ex¬ 
tinguished,  and  their  mariners  in  Britifh  priibns ; 
how  then  could  they  fend  reinforcements  to  their  dif- 
tant  fettlements?  Will  not  thofe  who  confider  this  fay, 
had  but  half  that  money  which  was  annually  ingulphed 
in  Germany,  been  expended  in  vigoroujly  exerting  our 
naval  ftrength,  the  French  would  not  have  had,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  reign,  one  Angle  fettlement  out  of 
Europe.  But  what  fort  of  a  diverfion  is  this,  which 


by  one  Damien,  an  obfcurc  fanatic,  who,  mingling  amono-  the 
king’s  attendants,  flatbed  him  on  the  right  fide,  between  the 
fourth  and  fifth  ribs,  with  a  knife,  which  taking  an  oblique  di~ 
redti (  n  miffed  the  vital  parts.  He  was  fecured,  and  the  mod  ex¬ 
cruciating  torments  were  applied,  in  order  to  extort  from  him  a 
conrt  flionof  reafons  that  induced  him  to  commit  this  horrid  at¬ 
tempt  ;  but  all  that  could  be  done,  difeovered  nothing,  and  lie 
died  a  remarkable  inftance  of  infanity.  This  year  was  Jikewife 
didinguifhed  in  trance,  by  a  change  in  the  miniftry,  by  which 
the  duke  dc  Belleifle,  was  appointed  fecretary  at  war. 
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obliges  us  to  raife  and  hire  frefh  troops,  while  France 
is  employing  only  its  own  Handing  army  to  repel  it  ? 
to  fend  fewer  troops  and  horfes  at  double  the  ex¬ 
pence,  to  aft  againfta  greater  number  of  French  ?  It 
is  a  diverfion  of  Englifh  treafures,  not  of  French 
troops.  By  a  diverfion  every  body  underftands,  the 
turning  of  the  war  from  one  part,  where  one  would 
not  have  it  go,  to  another  part  where  we  have  lefs  to 
fear  from  it :  but  we  have  moft  to  fear  from  Germany, 
becaufe  it  defiroys  our  men  and  money.  The  French 
have  no  employ  for  their  Handing  army  except  in 
Germany:  they  may,  if  they  pleafe,  march  them  down 
to  their  coaH,  but  they  have  not  fhips  to  tranfport 
them  any  where;  and  if  they  had,  our  fleets  are  con¬ 
tinually  at  hand  to  intercept  them.  However,  in 
order  to  make  this  German  war  popular,  our  under- 
flandings  were  infulted  with  a  tale,  that  the  Prote- 
Hant  religion  was  in  danger  ;  the  importance  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  our  allies  were  rung  like  changes  in  our 
ears :  none  were  allowed  to  exercife  their  own  rea- 
fon  ;  they  were  to  be  dazzled  with  the  neceflity  for 
defending  Hanover,  and  fupporting  the  king  of 
Pruffia  *.  In  a  little  time  this  mighty  work  was 
brought  about ;  the  people  of  this  nation  difcovered 
fuch  an  affeftion  for  their  German  friends,  that  they 
were  ready  to  aflifl  them  with  their  lives  and  for- 


*  They  were  taught  toconfider  this  monarch,  as  the  hero  of  the 
age,  and  the  champion  of  Protedantifm  ;  nay,  even  to  look  upon 
lumas  their  fecond  king  and  defender  of  faith,  to  drink  his 
health  as  cordially  as  if  they  had  been  born  at  Berlin,  and  to 
make  the  moft  extravagant  and  riotous  rejoicings  on  his  birth-day  * 
to  make  Pruflian  caps  for  their  ladies  to  look  fine  in,  and  Prufhan 
purl  for  the  mob  to  get  drunk  with.  Now,  will  it  be  believed 
that  this  is  the  man,  who  in  all  his  actions,  has  fhewn  a  neo-left  of 
all  moral  obligation,  and  in  his  writings  a  contempt  of  every  re¬ 
ligious  principle  ;  who  has  in  his  court  fpoke  of  kina  George 
II.  m  the  mod  difrefpe&ful  terms,  and  penned  memorials  which 
were  appeals  to  the  people  againlt  our  government  ? 
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tunes.  While  this  vein  fubfifted,  it  was,  that  the 
fecond  treaty,  figned  on  the  1  ith  of  April  1758,  was 
made  with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  ftipulating  that  we 
fliould  pay  him  annually  670,000k  which  was  to  be 
employed  for  the  good  of  the  common  caufe.  What 
this  common  caufe  is,  he  is  left  at  liberty  to  inter¬ 
pret  for  his  own  convenience.  The  common  caufe 
of  two  parties  who  have  no  common  enemy,  is  hard 
to  be  determined.  We  are  not  at  war  with  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  nor  is  lie  heartily  with  France.  This 
treaty  does  not  order  that  he  fhall  fend  one  man  to 
our  adillance  ;  it  only  direfts,  that  he  (hall  make  ufe 
of  the  money  in  railing  troops  and  ftrengthening 
himfelf:  what  is  this  but  paying  him  for  fighting 
his  own  battles  ?  but  giving  our  money  becaufe  he 
wants  it  ?  As  this  treaty  was  approved  by  parliament, 
and  the  money  granted  to  make  good  the  engage¬ 
ment,  we  fhall  confider  it  as  an  event  fufficient  to 
eclipfe  every  other  during  the  feflion,  which  ended 
on  the  9th  of  June  1758. 

During  the  winter,  the  king  of  Pruflia  levied  in 
Saxony  the  moft  heavy  contributions  •,  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  city  of  Leipfic,  becaufe  it  was  unable  to  pay 
thefe  cruel  exaftions,  was  punifhed  with  military  exe¬ 
cution.  It  is  a  pain  to  recount  his  barbarities  ;  it  is 
fufficient  to  fay  that  every  aft  that  could  be  devifed  to 
diftrefs  the  inhabitants  was  executed.  Mecklenburgh 
was  plundered,  and  its  duke  obliged  to  fly  toLubtck. 
The  eftablifhed  faith  of  both  thefe  States  is  protef- 
tantifm,  and  both  of  them  have  diftinguilhed  them- 
felves  in  its  defence  :  how  then  is  this  conduft  to  be 
reconciled  to  his  charafter,  afiuming  the  title  of  pro- 
teftor  of  the  proteftant  religion  ?  As  foon  as  thefea- 
fon  would  permit,  he  undertook  the  fiege  of  Schweid- 
nitz,  and  on  the  1 6th  of  April  obliged  it  to  fur- 
render.  He  was  now  once  more  in  pofleflion  of  all 
Silefia.  His  next  confideration  was  to  aft  offenfively 
in  the  Auftrain  territories.  Count  Daun,  with  the 
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Auftrian  army  re-aflembled  and  recruited  at  this  time 
was  encamped  at  Koningfgratz,  in  Bohemia.  His 
Pruflian  majefty  made  feveral  feints,  in  order  to^  de¬ 
ceive  the  Auftrian  general,  whom  at  length  he  filled 
with  an  idea  that  he  intended  to  come  and  give  him 
battle,  upon  which  Daun  began  to  entrench  him  felt  : 
in  the  interim  the  king  of  Pruflia  made  a  moft  rapid 
march  into  Moravia,  and  had  laid  fiege  to  Olmutz, 
the  capital,  before  Daun  had  heard  any  thing  further 
of  him.  It  happened  that  M.  Manna!  was  poked 
in  Moravia  with  12,000  men,  and  that  he  had  juft 
time  enough  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  place,  before 
the  king  of  Pruflia  invefted  it,  otherwife  that  monarch 
would  have  taken  it  by  eicalade.  i  he  liege  was 
opened  on  the  27th  of  May,  and  the  operations  were 
carried  on  with  great  vigour  till  M.  Daun  arrived  to 
its  relief ;  he  chofe  fuch  a  fituation  as  fufticiently  em- 
barraffed  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  in  the  end  dis¬ 
concerted  his  mealures.  The  king  would  have  given 
him  battle,  but  he  would  not  accept  of  it,  he  com 
Tidered  fuch  a  ftep  as  too  hazardous,  and  therefore 
refolved  to  aft  on  a  more  certain  plan.  As  the  country 
was  protefted  by  the  Auftrian  army,  the  king  of 
Pruflia  v/as  obliged  to  draw  his  fubfiftence  from 
Silefia,  which  Daun  by  his  lituaticn  had  already  ren¬ 
dered  difficult  and  dangerous.  This  general  had  in¬ 
telligence  that  there  was  a  large  convoy  on  the  road, 
coming  to  the  Pruflian  camp,  upon  which  he  de¬ 
tached  a  confiderable  corps,  which  fuccefsfully  at¬ 
tacked  the  convoy,  and  took  it.  This  was  a  ter- 
rible  mortification  to  the  king  of  Pruflia  •,  the  city  of 
Olmutz  was  ready  to  drop  into  his  hands,  but  his 
army  were  without  provifions.  In  this  condition  the 
necefilty  of  getting  fubfiftance  for  his  troops,  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  raife  the  fiege,  which  he  did  on  the 
firftdayof  July,  and  began  his  march  for  Bohemia. 
The  Auftrian  cavalry,  during  this  retreat,  hovered  on  h;s 
flanks,  in  order  to  harrals  him,  but  their  attempts  did 
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not  difturb  his  progrefs,  In  Bohemia  he  made  ample 
amends  for  the  lois  of  his  convoy,  by  ieizing  the 
Audrian  magazines ;  but  the  Ruffians  having  ad¬ 
vanced  into  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburgh,  and 
already  laid  fiege  to  Cuftrin,  his  prefence  in  this 
country  became  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  check 
their  further  proceedings  ;  therefore  he  advanced 
through  Silefia,  raifed  the  fiege  of  Cuftrin,  and 
fought  the  Ruffian  army,  commanded  by  the  generals 
Fermor  and  Brown,  on  the  25th  of  Auguft,  near 
the  village  of  Zorndorff.  The  ravages  of  the  Ruffians 
of  which  the  country  prefented  a  miferable  fpe&acle, 
animated  the  Pruffians  to  the  warmed  defire  of  re¬ 
venge,  but  this  fpiritieemed  to  have  quitted  them  in 
one  of  the  critical  minutes  of  the  battle.  The  Ruffians, 
though  galled  with  perhaps  the  heaviedfire  of  artillery 
that  ever  was  feen,  made  fo  vigorous  a  charge  on 
the  Pruffian  infantry,  as  threw  it  into  diforder,  and 
forced  it  to  retreat :  had  the  Ruffians  known  how  to 
make  ufe  of  this  advantage,  they  had  gained  the 
victory  ;  but  by  their  ignorance  they  lod  it;  had  they 
thrown  their  cavalry  into  this  chafm,  they  had  ef¬ 
fectually  difconcerted  the  whole  Pruffian  army  ;  as  it 
was,  the  king  of  Pruffia  remedied  the  misfortune  •, 
general  Seidlitz  collected  his  cavalry,  and  furioufly 
attacked  the  Ruffian  foot,  which  had  advanced  un¬ 
covered  to  purfue  their  advantage,  and  made  a 
terrible  {laughter  amongd  them  ;  this  corps  being 
repulfed  in  its  turn,  threw  the  whole  Ruffian  army 
into  the  utmod  confufion,  in  which  for  fome  time 
they  increafed  their  own  dedruftion,  by  firing  on  one 
another;  yet  in  this  date  of  didradtion  they  did  not 
give  ground,  and  the  Pruffians  continued  the  work 
of  carnage  till  night,  when  the  Ruffians  retreated  to 
a  fmall  didance,  and  recovered  of  their  diforder, 
though  their  lofs,  according  to  their  own  account,  was 
21,529  men,  two  thirds  of  which  number  were 
(lain  ;  next  day  they  retreated,  and  he  purfued  them 
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as  far  as  Poland,  which  prevented  them  undertaking 
any  thing  further  againft  him  this  year.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  were 
wrefting  Saxony  out  of  his  hands  :  M.  Daun  had 
taken  the  fortrefs  of  Sonneftein,  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  army  of  the  Empire,  now  commanded  by , 
the  duke  de  Deux  Ponts,  almoft  furrounded  the 
quarters  of  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia,  who  was  en¬ 
camped  at  Dippolfwade  with  20,000  men,  fo  as  to 
cover  Drefden.  The  king  was  no  fooner  informed 
of  thefe  circumftances,  than  he  began  his  march  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  for  the  relief  of  his  brother  *, 
and  on  the  nth  of  September,  this  junction  was  ef¬ 
fected,  which  difconcerted  the  plan  of  M.  Daun, 
and  obliged  him  to  fall  back  as  far  as  Zittau.  I  he 
king,  however,  feparated  from  his  brother,  and 
fhewed  a  defign  to  cut  off  Daun’s  communication 
with  Bohemia  *,  while  Daun  fhewed  an  intention  to 
cut  off  his  with  Silefia  •,  a  battle  in  this  cafe  ieemed 
inevitable,  and  Daun  refolved  to  bring  it  on  as  foon 
as  poffible,  left  the  time  for  a£tion  fhould  be  loft, 
and  he  obliged  to  evacuate  Saxony,  and  fo  doing 
give  up  all  the  fruits  of  the  campaign.  The  king 
of  Pruffia,  was  at  this  time,  encamped  at  Hockir- 
chen,  a  village  in  Lufatia.  On  the  14th  of  OCtober, 
in  the  middle  of  a  very  dark  night,  Daun  marched 
to  the  Pruftian  camp,  and  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  his  whole  army  began  the  attack  with  the  utmoft 
regularity  and  intrepedity.  The  Pruffians  were  en¬ 
tirely  furprifed  •,  this  fudden  and  unexpected  attack, 
threw  them  into  confufion  :  fome  generals  who  were 
firft  alarmed,  made  a  gallant  refiftance  *,  among  thefe 
was  marfhal  Keith,  who  amidft  the  horrors  of  dark- 
nefs,  carnage  and  defpair,  maintained  a  moft  defpe- 
rate  and  bloody  con  (lift,  for  at  leaft  three  hours  ; 
during  which,  he  three  times  gained  poffeffion  of 
of  the  village  of  Hockirchen,  but  he  was  every  time 
obliged  to  abandon  it,  by  a  prodigious  fuperiority  *, 
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at  length  he  received  a  fhot  in  his  breart,  which 
killed  him  on  the  fpot.  Prince  Francis  of  Brunf- 
wick,  the  king’s  brother,  met  with  the  fame 
fate.  Whilit  M.  Keith,  was  heading  the  right  wing  of 
the  Pruffians,  againft  the  flower  af  the  Auftrian  ar¬ 
my,  M.  Daun,  made  feveral  feint  attackson  the  king* 
who  commanded  on  the  left,  to  prevent  his  reinforcing 
his  right  •,  but  he  made  no  imprefiion  •,  the  Pruffians 
here  were  in  proper  order:  unfortunately,  on  the 
right  where  they  were  firft  furprifed,  they  were 
greatly  embarrafifed  by  their  (landing  tents,  which 
they  had  not  time  to  (trike  ;  therefore  the  Auftrians 
continued  their  impetuolity  on  this  quarter,  and  that 
occafioned  the  fcene  of  addon,  to  be  principally  cog- 
fined  to  it.  About  nine  o’clock,  when  all  the  efforts 
of  the  Pruffians  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  An¬ 
drians  had  failed,  the  king  refolved  on  a  retreat, 
which  he  effected  in  tolerable  order,  bv  the  good 
countenance  of  his  cavalry,  and  the  heavy  fire  of  his 
artillery  j  his  lols  in  this  affair  amounted  to  at  lead 
7000  men  •,  and  that  of  the  Auftrians  was  not  lefs 
than  5000  *,  the  death  of  marfhal  Keith,  was  to  him, 
the  mod  fevere  lofs  •,  he  could  repair  all  the  reft,  but 
there  were  none  in  his  lervice  equal  to  Keith.  Had 
he  followed  the  advice  of  this  officer,  the  day  before 
the  battle,  he  had  not  been  furprifed  :  Keith,  difap- 
proved  of  the  difpofition,  and  remonftrated  with  the 
King  upon  it,  but  the  latter  was  obftinate.  The  King 
buffered  confiderably  in  his  reputation,  by  permit¬ 
ting  himfelf  to  be  furprized.  The  advantage  which 
M.  Daun,  propofed  to  derive  from  thisvidlory,  was, 
the  being  enabled  to  cover  the  operations  of  leffer 
armies  in  Silefia  •,  the  fiege  of  Neils,  which  had  been 
fome  time  formed,  was  now  vigorously  profecuted, 
and  a  blockade  was  thrown  round  Cofel.  The 
king  of  Pruflia  drew  feveral  reinforcements  from 
Prince  Henry’s  army  in  Saxony  j  and  by  feveral 

mafterly 


'  ■ 


(  209  )  *75^ 

mafterly  movements,  he  opened  his  pafTage  into  Si- 
lefia,  which  crufhed  in  a  moment  all  Daun  s  boafted 
profits:  thefiegeof  Neifs  and  the  blockade  of  Cofel 
were  raifedon  the  firft  of  November,  and  the  Audnans, 
precipitately  abandoned  all  Silefia.  When  M.  Daim 
found  he  could  no  longer  hinder  the  King  from  en¬ 
tering  into  Silefia,  he  refolved  to  turn  his  oWn 
thoughts  towards  Saxony,  and  attempt  the  tamng  o  ^ 
Drefden  :  this  fortrefs  had  a  Pruflian  garriion  or 
12,000  men,  commanded  by  count  SciimettaU,  an^ 
was  covered  by  an  army,  commanded  by  prince  Henry 
of  Pruflia,  which  had  been  formed  in  the  ipring,  and 
had  lain  in  the  neighbourhood  ever  fince  to  protedt 
Saxony  and  command  the  courfe  of  the  flbe.^  ^ • 
Daun  approached  Drefden  on  the  eighth  or  No¬ 
vember,  and  fhewed  a  defign  of  taking  the  place 
by  a  coup  de  main  •,  a  party  of  light  troops,  fhortly 
attacked  the  fuburbs  and  drove  out  the  PrufTians._ 
The  city  being  but  meanly  fortified,  and  the  governor 
perceiving  the  enemy’s  defign,  in  which  it  they  fuc- 
ceeded  on  the  fuburbs,  they  might  command  the 
ramparts  of  the  city,  and  render  its  reduction  equally 
eafy  and  certain,  was,  by  thefe  confiderations,  deter¬ 
mined  to  let  fire  to  the  luburbs,  which  was  accordingly 
done  next  morning,  and  250  houfes  were  conlumed, 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  loft  their  all,  and  iome 
their  lives  :  this  was  a  terrible  extremity,  and  was 
confidered  by  many  courts  in  Europe,  as  a  horrid  act 
of  cruelty.  Daun  faw  this  fire  with  furpife  *,  it  ren¬ 
dered  a  coup  de  mam  impracticable,  and  regular  ap¬ 
proaches  demanded  more  time  than  he  could  employ, 
becaufe  the  king  of  Pruftia  was  in  full  march  to- 
,  wards  Saxony.  On  the  20th  that  monarch  arrived 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Drefden,  and  three  days 
before  the  Auftrian  army  and  that  of  the  empire, 
retreated  into  Bohemia,  where  they  went  into  quar¬ 
ters.  The  Swedes  made  fome  ineffectual  e forts 
to  gain  poUeffioii  of  Pomerania  ;  for  a  while,  they 
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were  fuccefsful,  but  they  were  afterwards  compelled 
to  relinquifh  what  they  had  got. 

As  foon  as  Prince  Ferdinand,  with  the  Hanove¬ 
rians,  had  taken  Harburgh,  he  advanced  into  the 
country  of  Bremen  and  difiodged  the  enemy  from 
all  the  towns  there.  The  duke  de  Richelieu,  find¬ 
ing  he  could  not  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  allies,  was 
ftimulated  to  commit  the  mod  unparalleled  afts  of 
wanton  and  unprovoked  barbarity ;  among  thefe, 
was  the  burning  the  orphan  houfe  at  Zell,  while 
the  people  were  in  it,  and  other  deeds  of  rapine  and 
oppreffion:  The  French  miniftry  were  dilfatisfied 
with  hisconduft,  and  therefore  recalled  him,  and  gave 
the  command  of  the  army  to  the  count  de  Clermont ; 
this  was  the  third  commander  which  the  French  ar¬ 
my  had  in  one  year  ;  a  circumftance  which  diffid¬ 
ently  evinces  the  unfteadinefs  of  their  councils. 
Clermont  found  the  troops  in  a  moft  miferable  con¬ 
dition  •,  the  winter  excurfions,  want  of  needfaries, 
hard  duty,  fevere  weather  and  diftempers,  had  re¬ 
duced  them  to  a  wretched  remnant  ;  they  abandoned 
the  cities  of  Hanover  and  Zell  and  retired  towards 
Hamelen :  the  town  of  Hoya  upon  the  Wefer  was 
taken  by  furprife,  by  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunt 
wick,  who  had  voluntarily  entered  into  the  army, 
in  which  he  has  frequently  fignalized  himfelf;  but 
this  was  his  firft  exploit.  After  the  taking  of  Hoya, 
Clermont  retreated  to  the  Rhine,  and  having  palled 
that  river,  he  intrenched  his  army  until  he  lhould 
receive  reinforcements  from  France.  The  town  of 
Embden,  belonging  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  fituated 
on  the  river  Ems,  next  the  fea,  of  which  the  French 
had  been  in  pofleffion  fome  time,  was  now  taken  by 
an  Englilh  iquadron,  commanded  by  commodore 
Holmes*,  the  French  garriion  evacuating  the  place  : 
it  has  fince  been  a  port  to  land  tlie  Britilh  troops  at ; 
who  have  fince,  from  time  to  time  been  lent  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  allies,  and  perhaps  it  was  taken  with  that 
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view.  Prince  Ferdinand,  followed  the  count  de 
Clermont  to  the  Rhine  ;  and  having  pafied  that  river, 
he  took  his  meafures  lb  well,  that  he  found  means  to 
attack  the  enemy’s  left  wing  at  Crevelt  on  the  23d 
of  June,  which  he  routed  and  difperled  after  a  lhort 
difpute,  in  which  the  French  loft,  in  (lain  and  prifo- 
ners,  between  4  and  5000  men.*  Clermont,  having 
collected  the  fugitives,  retired  and  took  reluge  un¬ 
der  the  cannon  of  Cologne  ;  where  he  was  a  tame 
fpettator,  of  the  reduftion  of  Dufteldorp,  by  the 
allies.  However,  the  conquerors  derived  no  kind  of 
advantage  from  their  viftory  :  it  feemed  to  h&ve  been 
only  fought,  for  the  fake  of  difplaying  the  genius  of 
the  general.  The  French  army,  being  on  their 
own  frontiers,  were  foon  reintorced  •,  and  another 
army  was  aflembled  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
under  the  command  of  the  prince  de  Soubife.  Mea¬ 
fures  were  then  taken  in  England  for  reinforcing 
the  allied  army,  and  a  corps  under  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  was  landed  at  Embden  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  At  this  time,  the  count  de  Clermont  refigned 
his  command,  which  was  conferred  on  M.  Contades, 
who  threatened  to  attack  prince  Ferdinand  in  his  turn; 
but  the  prince  refolved  to  lie  quiet,  until  he  fhould 
be  joined  by  the  Britilh  troops  :  he  flattered  himfelr, 
that  the  Heffian  troops,  commanded  by  the  prince  of 
Ifenbourgh,  would  prevent  Soubife  from  entering 
Heflfe,  until  he  received  the  reinforcement,  when  he 


*  In  the  army  of  the  allies,  was  a  fmall  body  of  Pruflian 
troops;  fentas  we  may  prefume,  to  aflift  the  troops  in  Britifh  pay,  to 
fruftrate  the  defigns  of  France,  and  repel  her  attacks  on  Hanover ; 
in  confideration  of  our  granting  that  monarch  animmenfe  fubfidy. 
It  is  faid  two  regiments  of  cavalry  belonging  to  the  PrulTian  corps, 
refufed  to  charge  the  French  in  this  aftion  ;  and  thereby  loll  the 
moll  favourable  opportunity  the  allies  ever  had  of  defeating  the 
enemy.  This  piece  of  intelligence,  was  indullrioufly  fmothered 
in  England,  for  fear  it  Ihould  tend  to  make  the  German  war  un¬ 
popular. 
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purpofed  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  Into  the  enemy's* 
country;  but  the  duke  de  Broglio,  who  was  de¬ 
tached  by  the  prince  dc  Soubife,  attacked  and  de¬ 
feated  the  prince  of  Ifenbourg,  on  the  23d  of  July, 
at  Sangerfhaufen,  and  thereby  not  only  opened  a  paf* 
iage  for  the  French  troops  into  Weftphalia,  but  like- 
v\/iie  gave  them  pofleffion  of  the  Wefer  ;  advantages, 
which  more  than  counterbalanced  thofe  which  prince 
Ferdinand  had  gained  by  his  aCtion  at  Crevelt :  this 
prince  now  began  to  think  of  repairing  the  Rhine  in  or¬ 
der  to  effeCt  his  junction  with  thedukeof  Marlborough, 
which  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend  the  prince  of  Sou- 
bile  would  endeavour  to  prevent.  M.  de  Chevert, 
an  able  French  general,  had  paffed  the  Rhine  with 
12,000  men,  in  order  to  befiege  Dufleldorp  ;  but 
finding  that  impracticable  by  the  late  heavy  rains, 
he  reiolved  to  difiodge  baron  Imhoff,  an  Hanoverian 
officer,  who  was  polled  with  3000  men  at  Meer,  to  • 
cover  the  bridge  over  the  Rhine  at  Rees,  to  fecure 
a  confiderable  magazine  there,  and  preferve  the  com¬ 
munication  between  prince  Fordinand  and  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  :  Chevert’s  defign  was  to  feize  the 
magazine,  burn  the  bridge,  and  cut  off  the  Englifh 
troops ;  and  with  this  view  he  attacked  Imhoff,  on  the 
fifth  of  Auguft;  but  this  officer  having  notice  of  his 
intentions,  had  taken  his  meafures  fo  well,  that  in 
half  hour  he  repulled  the  French  officer  with  lofs, 
and  obliged  him  to  retire  under  the  cannon  of  Wefel. 
This  little  victory  was  productive  of  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  allies :  Imhoff  quitted  his  pod  at  Meer, 
and  marched  to  meet  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
with  whom  he  happily  effected  a  junction,  which  had 
hitherto  been  attended  with  many  difficulties.  Rrince 
Ferdinand  without  any  difficulty  repaffed  the  Rhine, 
and  drew  nearer  to  the  prince  oflfenbourg  ;  and  that 
prince  collected  all  his  fugitives  and  began  to  reco¬ 
ver  from  his  difordcr ;  butGottengen  was,  in  the  mean 

time,  reduced  by  the  prince  die  Soubife;  who,  per- 
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ceiving  the  Heffians  reaffembling,  fhev/ed  a  defign  of 
attacking  them  again  •,  upon  which  prince  Ferdinand, 
detached  general  Oberg,  with  13,000  men,  to  rein¬ 
force  them  and  take  the  command  of  the  whole  : 
however,  they  were  ftill  greatly  inferior  to  Soubile’s 
army,  which  unexpectedly  attacked  them  cn  the  lait 
day  of  September,  at  Llanwerhagen  in  Fleffe,  and 
defeated  them  with  the  lofs  of  1500  men  :  as  they  - 
effected  a  retreat  in  tolerable  order,  their  defeat  was 
not  total  ;  nor  could  Soubiie  reap  any  advantage 
from  the  victory,  as  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced. 
Prince  Ferdinand,  had  by  this  time  retired  into  Weft- 
phalia,  into  which  country  Contades  followed  him,  and 
both  armies  took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  it.  The 
divers  operations  of  this  campaign,  exercifed  the  abi¬ 
lities  of  all  the  generals,  and  fully  proved  that  this 
land  war  againit  France,  is  not  only  on  a  defenfive 
plan,  but  carried  on  an  enormous  expence  to  Eng¬ 
land.  We  lee  that  when  the  French  army  was  de¬ 
feated,  it  was  quickly  reinforced  at  an  eafy  expence, 
and  obliged  the  allies  in  their  turn  to  retire.  This 
is  killing  men  and  expending  money,  without  reaping 
any  folid  advantage.  The  French,  by  marching  into 
Germany,  and  making  a  diverfion  there  of  our  blood 
and  treaiure,  prevent  our  whole  force  from  being 
exerted  againft  them  in  other  parts  of  the  globe, 
where  we  might  affett  the  finews  of  their  exigence. 
The  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  occafioned  a  fever  to 
break  out  and  rage  among  the  allied  troops,  which 
carried  off  great  numbers  ;  of  the  Englifh  in  parti¬ 
cular,  becaufe  they  were  not  accuftomed  to  the  cli¬ 
mate  and  diet  •,  nor  indeed,  enjoyed  any  benefits 
which  their  German  friends  could  deprive  them  of, 
though  they  were  come  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  their 
defence.  This  fatality  cut  off  the  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  at  Munfter  ;  the  numbers  of  private  men, 
which  were  carried  off  by  the  fame  caufe,  were  per¬ 
haps  concealed  for  reafons  of  fiate ;  becaufe,  in  a 
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government  like  ours,  where  things  depend  fo  much 
on  popularity,  any  intelligence,  which  tends  to  ren¬ 
der  odious  a  favourite  caufe,  are  for  the  moll  part  in- 
duftrioufly  hid  *,  yet  the  death  of  a  great  man,  wher; 
he  amounts  to  a  commander  in  chief,  cannot  be 
concealed.  1  he  command  devolved  upon  lord 
George  Sackville. 

h  he  F rench,  finding  their  power  in  the  Eafl-Indies, 
not  fufficient  to  cope  with  the  Engliflh,  fent  thither 
a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  under  the  command  of  M.  dJ 
Apche,on  board  ol  which,  was  embarked  8000 troops, 
commanded  by  M.  Eally.  The  Britifh  miniftry, 
to  prevent  any  material  advantages  flowing  from  this 
additional  ftrength,  clifpatched  a  fleet  on  the  fame 
dtfcination,  and  about  the  fame  force,  under  the 
command  of  commodore  Steevens.  Thefirftof  Lally’s 
operations  were  againft  fort  St.  David,  on  the  coafl 
oi  Coromandel  *,  which  he  took  and  deftroyed  in 
April  1758.  During  the  time  of  this  attack,  the 
French  fquadron  amounting  to  nine  fhips,  lying  off 
the  fort,  were  engaged  by  admiral  Pococke  and  com¬ 
modore  Steevens  •,  but  fome  of  the  Britifh  captains  be¬ 
having  in  a  timid  manner,  expofed  thefe  gallant 
officers  to  a  very  unequal  combat :  the  adlion  began 
in  the  afternoon,  and  lafted  until  night;  when  the 
fleets  feparated,  the  F rench  failed  to  Pondicherry, 
and  the  Englifh  to  Maclrafs.  The  finances  of  France, 
were  fo  extremely  low,  when  Daily  v/as  fent  to  the 
Fad- Indies,  that  the  miniftry  could  not  afford  to 
give  him  any  money,  to  defray  any  expences  ne- 
ceffarily  incurred  by  his  operations  :  therefore,  to 
remove  this  difficulty,  he  refolved  to  apply  to 
the  king  of  Tanjour,  a  prince  of  the  country,  for  a 
gran;  of  a  confiderable  lum-,  but  his  requeft  being 
ref u fed,  he  was  fo  exafperated  as  to  lay  fiege  to  the 
monarch’s  capital  ;  from  which  the  want  of  provi- 
fions,  and  the  (kill  of  fome  Englifh  engineers,  who 
ferved  in  cue  place,  foon  compelled  to  retire.  In 
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the  mean  time  admiral  Pococke,  having  refitted  his 
fquadron,  failed  in  queft  of  the  French  fleet,  which 
lay  near  Pondicherry  *,  but  on  his  appearance  they 
ran  away,  and  he  purfued  them  :  on  the  third  of 
Auguft,  he  came  up  with  them,  and  began  a  fecond 
engagement,  but  as  itwasonlya  running  fight,  it  was 
productive  of  no  advantage,  and  in  the  night  the 
French  got  back  into  Pondicherry  road,  where  they 
were  protected  by  the  cannon  of  the  place. 

In  America,  the  beam  of  glory  fhone  on  the  Bri- 
tifh  arms,  with  a  luftre  that  had  been  hitherto  un¬ 
known.  Thofe  divifions  at  home,  which  had  been 
fo  long  prevalent  were  now  fubfided,  and  the  new 
patriot  miniftry,  being  by  this  time  eftabliftied,  re- 
folved  on  vigorous  meafures.  They  determined  to 
take  Louifbourg;  and  in  order  to  make  ufe  of  the 
feafon,  and  to  be  before-hand  with  the  enemy,  in 
attacking  it  before  they  had  time  to  reinforce  it, 
admiral  Bofcawen,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  departed 
from  Spithead,  in  the  month  of  February  ;  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Halifax  in  Nova-Scotia,  where,  receiving 
fome  additional  ftrength,  he  appeared  on  the  fecond  of 
June,  ok  Louilbourgh  ;  having  on  board  his  fhips, 
14,000  land  forces,  commanded  by  by  the-generals 
Amherft  and  Wolfe.  The  prodigious  furff,  which 
iwelled  along  the  fhore,  prevented  their  landing  un¬ 
til  the  eighth,  when  the  intrepid  Wolfe, with  a  body 
of  men,  put  off  to  fhore,  and  landed  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy’s  dilcharges  of  cannon  and  mufquetry ; 
drove  them  away,  by  which  the  reft  of  the  troops 
were  landed  without  oppofition.  The  operations  of 
the  fiege  were  begun  as  early  as  poflible,  and  as  foori 
as  a  few  difficulties  were  overcome,  were  carried  on 
with  great  vigour  ;  but  there  being  five  French  men 
of  war  in  the  harbour,  who  might  difturb  the  be- 
fiegers,  general  Wolfe  erected  a  battery  againft  them, 
and  had  the  good  fortune  to  burn  three  of  them,  and 
to  filence  a  fmall  loit,  which  commands  the  harbour 
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called  the  Ifland  battery.  When  thefe  two  fervices 
wrere  performed,  admiral  Bofcawen,  who  had  re¬ 
mained  all  this  while  out  of  the  harbour,  refolved 
to  gain  polfeffion  of  it,  and  for  this  purpofe,  he  fent 
in  fix  hundred  ieamen,  under  the  direction  of  Capt. 
.Laforey,  to  take  or  burn  the  other  two  fhips  ;  this 
gallant  officer  took  one  and  towed  her  off,  and  the 
other  he  fet  on  fire  ;  this  ftroke  was  decifive,  for 
next  day,  July  the  26th,  the  town  furrendered,  and 
the  garrifon  and  feamen  amounting  to  5,600,  were 
made  prifoners.  In  a  few  days  after  the  Ifland  of 
St.  John,  and  other  appendages  furrendered  to  the 
Britifh  arms.  As  it  was  intended  to  extend  thefe  va¬ 
luable  conquefts,  and  perfectly  fecure  that  property, 
for  which  the  war  was  undertaken,  it  was  deemed 
unneceffary  to  hold  this  place  in  expenfive  poflefTion, 
'and  therefore  the  fortifications  of  Louifbourg,  were 
in  a  little  time  totally  demolifhed.  While  this  gem 
was  adding  to  the  Britifh  crown,  general  Abercrombie 
fiord  Loudon  having  been  recalled,  his  conduct  not 
being  fo  fatisfaftory  as  might  have  been  expedled 
from  an  officer  of  his  reputation)  intended  to  reduce 
the  forts  of  Ticonderago  and  Crown  Point,  which 
were  contiguous  to  each  other,  in  order  to  open  an 
eafy  paffage  into  Canada  *,  he  pafled  lake  George  with 
1 6,000  troops,  and  a  numerous  artillery,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  Ticonderago  ;  the  guides  being  un- 
fkilful,  the  troops  were  bewildered  in  the  woods,  and 
parties  of  the  enemies  hovered  about  them;  with  one 
of  which,  confiding  of  French  and  Indians,  a  fkir- 
mifh  happened  in  which  the  gallant  and  fincerely  be¬ 
loved  lord  Howe  was  killed.  On  the  8th  of  July, 
they  appeared  before  the  fort,  which  was  fecured  in 
front  by  a  retrenchment;  this  being  reconnoitered, 
it  was  reported  that  it  might  be  taken  with  mufquetry, 
and  in  confequence  of  this  report,  it  was  refolved 
not  to  wait  for  the  cannon,  which  was  not  yet  come 
up,  but  attack  inimmediaidy  ;  by  this  rafhnefs  the 
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attempt  mifcarried  *,  the  troops  advanced  to  the  lines, 
and  were  for  four  hours  expofed  to  a  terrible  fire  ; 
they  attacked  the  French  lword  in  hand,  in  the  moll 
refolute  manner,  and  had  fo  dilcomfited  them,  by 
this  aftonifhing  bravery,  as  to  make  them  think  ot 
abandoning  their  defences,  and  thofe  within  the  fort, 
to  make  preparations  for  retiring  ;  when  a  refolutioa  ' 
as  precipitate  as  the  firft,  directed  thefe  brave  troops 
to  withdraw  from  the  attack,  and  make  the  belt  of 
their  way  to  lake  George:  this  unfortunate  affair  coll 
at  leaft  2000  men.  The  other  meafures  undertaken 
by  the  Englifh  on  this  Continent,  were  happily  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  among  thefe  we  fhall  enumerate  the  taking 
of  fort  Frontenac,  fituated  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
by  colonel  Bradftreet  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  the  gar- 
rifon  confifting  of  only  one  hundred  and  thirty  men 
were  made  priloners,  and  the  fort  was  demolifhed. 
General  Forbes  marched  from  Penfylvania,  againft 
fort  Du  Quefne,  the  taking  of  which  it  was  known, 
would  greatly  obftrudt  the  communication  between 
Canada  and  Louifiana  :  his  advanced  guard  under 
col.  Grant,  by  approaching  too  near  the  fort,  perhaps 
with  a  defign  to  take  it,  by  a  coup  de  main,  fuffered  a 
defeat  ;  but  when  the  main  body  fhewed  a  refolution 
of  mattering  the  fort,  the  garrifon  wilely  abandoned 
it;  and  general  Forbes  took  poffefiion  of  it  withoutop- 
pofition.  Thus  once  more  the  Britifh  flag  was  hoifted 
on  thofe  walls,  the  property  of  which  had  been  a  prin¬ 
cipal  caufe  of  contention.  The  fort  was  now  called 
Pittfburg,  with  a  propriety  that  need  not  be  pointed 
out. 

In  Africa,  a  quarter  to  which  the  Britifh  arms  have 
feldom  adventured,  new  acquifitions  were  added  to 
the  Britifli  crown,  which  reflect  equal  honour  to  him 
who  framed  the  defign,  with  any  of  thofe  in  America, 
though  perhaps  of  lefs  importance  to  the  nation*, 
thus  were  the  plans  of  operation  as  extenfive  as  they 
were  vigorous:  a  finall  armament  was  lent  in  the 
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month  o!  March,  principally  under  the  direction  of 
one  Mr.  Gumming,  a  quaker,  who  communicated 
the  intelligence  to  the  miniftry,  on  which  the  defign 
was  founded,  though  it  was  nominally  commanded 
by  commodore  Mar  ill  they  entered  the  river  Senegal, 
notwitn  handing  the  obilrudlion  oi'  a  dangerous  bar, 
;md  on  the  firft  of  May  obliged  fort  Louis,  which 
commands  the  river,  to  furrender.  This  was  the  firft 
fucceislul  expedition  undertaken  during  this  war. 
The  vidtors  attempted  to  take  the  ifland  of  Goree, 
another  French  fettlemcnt  on  this  coaft;  but  theft 
force  being  unequal  to  the  (Length  of  the  place, 
they  found  it  neceffary  to  relinquifh  their  proiedt. 
However,  the  miniftry  perceiving  the  good  effects  of 
the  firft  enterprize,  equipped  another  expedition  for 
the  conqiieft  of  Goree,  appointing  commodore  Kep- 
pel  to  the  command  of  the  (hips,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Worge,  to  that  of  a  detachment  of  troops, 
whom  they  fent.  Thefe  officers  found  the  i (land  ex¬ 
tremely  ftrong  by  nature,  but  badly  fortified  :  the 
commodore  attacked  the  fort  with  fuch  fpirit  and  re- 
foiution,  that  in  a  little  time  he  compelled  the  gar- 
rifon  to  (urrender  at  dilcretiorl.  The  place  was  gar- 
rifoned  by  Engliffi  troops,  and  thofe  at  fort  Louis, 
v/ere  reinforced,  which  done,  the  commodore  returned 
to  England •,  as  did  admiral  Bofcawen,  from  America; 
likewife  general  Abercrombie,  from  the  fame  place, 
whole  condudf,  like  that  of  his  predeceffors,  had  fal¬ 
len  under  the  di  {approbation  of  his  countrymen. 

Since  Mr.  Pitt  came  into  the  adminiftration,  a 
remarkable  fpirit  of  enterprize  and  refolution  dif- 
fuffed  idelf  among  all  the  military  and  naval  com¬ 
manders,  that  indolence,  indifference,  and  caution, 
which  was  fo  c.onfpicuous  three  years  before,  was 
now  entirely  bani-hed,  and  adlivity,  zeal,  and  fear- 
ids  execution  leemed  to  reign  in  every  bread  ;  and 
this  was  w  holly  dfc  died  by  the  influence,  fagacity,  and 
iotrepedity  of  the  minifter.  The  Britifh  cruizers, 
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covered  the  Teas  and  lcoured  them  of  the  enemy’s 
trading  veffels  and  privateers.  Admiral  Cfborne 
was  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  protedl 
the  Britifh  commerce  in  that  fea,  and  prevent  a 
French  fquadron  equipped  at  Toulon,  from  coming 
into  the  Atlantic  lea.  The  principal  part  of  this 
fquadron  commanded  by  M.  De  la  Clue,  he  blocked 
up  in  the  Spanifh  harbour  of  Carthagena,  while  the 
red:  commanded  by  the  marquifs  Du  Quefne,  for¬ 
merly  governor  of  Canada,  not  being  then  equipped, 
came  loon  after  to  reinforce  his  colleague,  when  fal¬ 
ling  in  with  part  of  the  Englifh  fquadron,  two  of 
his  drips  were  taken,  viz.  the  Foudroyant,  of  84 
guns,  in  which  he  was  himfelf,  by  the  Monmouth, 
ot  64  guns,  commanded  by  captain  Gardiner,  who 
was  killed ;  and  the  Orpheus  of  64  guns-,  another 
was  drove  afhore  on  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  the 
fourth  and  lad:  efcaped. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  is  faid,  there 
were  fome  divided  opinions,  concerning  how 
the  theatre  of  the  war  fhould  be  made  1  fome 
pent) ns  whole  well-meaning  may  not  be  difputcd, 
but  whole  weaknefs  and  pliancy  were  always  for 
clogging  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain,  with  mea- 
lures  or  an  extraneous  and  incumbering  nature, 
were  for  bending  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
national  affairs,  to  the  fervility  of  being  fecondary 
concerns  to  thole  of  Germany  ;  they  were  for  em¬ 
barking  our  whole  land  force,  to  the  affiftance  of 
prince  Ferdinand,  to  enable  him  to  keep  the  French 
on  their  own  frontiers,  which  thefe  moft  fagacious 
politicians  laid,  would  bring  matters  toafpeedv  de- 
cihon.  .  The  real  friends  of  Britain,  who  were  en¬ 
joined  in  the  guidance  of  bufinefs  of  this  hip-h  im, 
pv)i  t,  and  had  but  lately  come  into  power.,  uro*ecl  as 
the  primary  objeft,  the  deftruftion  of  the  french 
marine  *,  the  (baking  their  internal  fecurity  byexoediti- 
ons  to  their  coafts;  not  upon  any  account  weaken  our 
efforts  in  America,  which  however  would  be,  in  cafe 
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we  did  embark  our  force  for  Germany:  they  faid  an 
army  of  50,000  foreigners,  maintained  at  our  ex¬ 
pence,  was  certainly  enough  in  Germany  to  keep  the 
trench  at  bay,  tor  they  looked  upon  continental  ope¬ 
rations,  in  only  a  fecondary  light,  and  the  fendingour 
troops  thither,  as  fquandering  away  our  men  as  well  as 
money,  whereas  were  they  employed  in  continually 
alarming  the  enemy’s  coaft,  it  would  employ  and 
harrafs  the  French  troops  at  home.  The  popularity 
of  thefe  latter,  Drought  their  opinions  to  prevail. 
Two  lquadrons  were  fitted  out  by  the  latter  end  of 
May,  which  filled  the  French  coaft  with  terror  :  the 
greater  was  commanded  by  lord  Anfon,  deftined  to 
watch  the  enemies  ports,  and  to  prevent  their  fhips  from 
incommoding  the  landing  of  the  troops-,  the  leffer 
was  commanded  by  commodore  Howe,  with  whom 
embarked  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  with  13,000 
men,  and  a  train  of  artillery  this  force  the  com¬ 
modore  fafely  landed  on  the  5th  of  June,  in  Can- 
calie  bay,  near  St.  Malo  the  town  being  found  too 
ftrong  to  attempt,  they  fet  fire  to  an  hundred  fail  of 
fhipping  in  abafon,  under  the  cannon  of  the  caftle, 
without  its  ever  offering  to  fire  a  gun  at  them  they 
likewife  burned  feveral  magazines  of  naval  ftores, 
and  did  other  confiderable  damage  to  the  enemy : 
having  nothing  further  to  do,  they  reimbarked  with¬ 
out  moleftation,  and  reconnoitcred  the  coaft  towards 
the  town  of  Cherbourg,  but  their  provifions  being 
fhort,  and  thefoldiers  fickly,  by  being  fo  long  cooped 
up  in  the  tranfports,  they  returned  to  St.  Flelens  011 
the  29th.  Though  this  expedition  was  fuccefsful, 
did  great  damage  to  the  enemy,  and  proved  that  he 
was  vulnerable  upon  his  own  coaft,  yet  did  the  old 
leaven  continue  to  haggle  for  an  acquiefcence  to 
their  own  projects,  and  attempt  to  modify  their  con- 
ftrudtion  on  fomething  that  was  German  perhaps 
they  were  importuned  by  our  German  friends,  and 
their  follicitations  proceeded  in  confequence,  as  wrell  as 
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their  uneafinefs,  and  diflike  of  meafures,  that  were 
conducted  on  a  Angle  principle.  Thefe  new  men  in 
office,  found  there  was  no  other  way  to  preferve  har¬ 
mony,  but  capitulate  with  their  opponents  ;  there* 
fore,  they  confented  to  the  fending  the  duke  of  Marl* 
borough,  with  a  body  of  Britifh  troops  to  Germany* 
This,  they  knew,  was  enervating  our  power  at  home  ; 
and,  if  the  expeditions  to  France  ffiould  be  continu¬ 
ed,  which,  confidering  the  expence  of  firft  equiping 
the  lquadrons,  would  much  better  be  dene,  than  let  the 
flips  lie  idle  ;  they  could  anfwer  no  end,  but  ex- 
poling  us  to  thelangor  of  our  enemies,  by  being,  with 
a  handful  of  men,  only  enabled  to  make  little  deulto- 
ry  efforts,  and  immediately  obliged  to  embark,  per¬ 
haps,  with  difficulty  and  hazard  •,  all  which,  in  the  end, 
proved  to  be  the  cafe,  and  yet,  by  being  circumltanced 
amidft  embarraffments,  they  could  not  prevent  the  e- 
vils.  In  the  fecond  expedition,  the  command  of  the  land 
forces,  not  amounting  to  6000  men,  was  given  to  ge¬ 
neral  Bligh  ;  his  royal  highnefs  prince  Edward,  now 
duke  of  York,  entered  as  a  volunteer  with  commo  ¬ 
dore  Howe  :  On  the  6th  of  Auguft  they  were  landed 
near  Cherbourg,  where  they  deftroyed  the  mole,  pier, 
bafon,  fluices,  floodgates,  and  many  other  excellent 
works  for  making  a  complete,  convenient,  and  ftrong 
harbour;  begun,  but  not  yet  finilhed,  at  a  prodigious 
expence  to  the  French  king  :  they  burned  feme  vef- 
fels,  which  they  found  in  the  harbour,  and  took  hoi* 
tages  for  the  payment  of  contributions  which  thev 
levied  ;  and  put  on  board  the  fliips  twenty  pieces  of 
brais  cannon  and  two  mortars,  which  they  found 
in  the  place.  This  ordnance  was  brought  to  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and,  for  a  while,  lay  in  Hyde-Park  for  pub¬ 
lic  view,  and  were  afterwards  carried  in  childilh 
and  ridiculous  triumph  to  the  Tower.  Many  people 
confidered  this  parade,  as  calculated  to  keep  the 
people  in  good  humour  to  fupport  the  charges  of 
the  war ;  and  it  mud  be  owned  thefe  lights  forcibly 
,  ,  F  f  '  ftrik 


Itrike  ordinary  minds,  but  is  it  not  ftrange  to  fee  men 
or  ienfe  intoxicate  themfelves  in  this  low,  illiberal  man- 
ncr>  and  fail  pafllvely  down  into  the  tumultuous  tor¬ 
rent  of  the  ignorant,  inconfiderate,  and  contemp¬ 
tuous  rabble,  and  mingle  in  perion  and  opinion,  with 
this  it  urn  of  human  nature,  that  are  a  difgrace  to 
oui  country  ?  On  the  i6ch  tne  troops  were  re-em¬ 
barked,  perhaps,  with  a  defign  of  vifning  fome  other 
pai  t  01  toe  enemy  s  coaft,  but  the  fleet  was  driven 
to  the  coaft  of  England,  where  it  remained  only  two 
days  without  landing  the  troops,  and  then  returned 
to  the  coaft  of  France  :  A  fecond  time  the  troops  were 
landed  near  St.  Malo  •,  it  is  aftonifning  to  think 
what  the  general  could  mean  by  this  difembarkation, 
fince  the  duke  of  Marlborough  with  a  fuperior  force, 
had  done  all  that  poflibly  could  be  done  in  this 
neighbourhood — except  he  meant  to  take  the  town  ; 
but  finding  he  could  not,  he  imprudently  marched  in¬ 
to  the  country,  while  the  fleet,  for  the  better  eonve- 
niency  of  receiving  the  troops,  moved  into  the  bay 
of  St.  Cas,  or  St.  Gaft.  However,  upon  having  cer¬ 
tain  intelligence  brought  him,  that  the  duke  d’Aiguil- 
lon,  with  a  fuperior  force,  was  in  full  march  againft 
him,  he  rcfolved,  to  return  to  the  fhips ;  yet  from  fome 
unaccountable  fatality,  though  the  troops  were  not  far 
from  the  fhore,  a  great  deal  of  time  was  unnecefifarilv 
and  prodigally  thrown  away,  in  performing  this  re¬ 
treat.  Molt  people  apprehend,  that,  with  prudence, 
the  troops  might  have  been  re-embarked  unmo- 
lefted  •,  as  it  was,  the  enemy,  though  at  a  much 
greater  diftance,  gained  the  beach  as  foon  as  the 
Englifh  :  It  is  true,  the  major  part  of  our  troops 
were  put  on  board  the  tranlports,  before  the  enemy 
ventured  to  appear;  but  the  rear-guard,  compoled  of 
grenadiers,  and  the  firft  regiment  of  guards,  amount¬ 
ing,  in  the  whole,  to  about  1500  men,  under  the 
command  of  major  general  Dary,  for  SLigh  was  gone 
on  board  the  fleets  were  at  this  time  on  the  beach. 
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Dury  following  the  diftate.s  of  rage  and  defpair,  per¬ 
mitted  the  enemy  without  hindrance,  to  affemble  in 
great  numbers  in  his  front ;  and,  when  that  was 
done,  he  attacked  them*,  his  efforts  were  lecondecl  by 
the  frigates  and  bomb-ketches,  ranged  along  the 
fhore,  the  troops  fought  in  a  mod  courageous  man¬ 
ner,  and  their  bravery  was  worthy  of  a  better  tor- 
tune,  in  a  little  time  their  ammunition  was  expend¬ 
ed,  and  they  of  courle,  gave  way  before  iupe- 
rior  numbers  *,  the  enemy  at  ffrft  gave  no  quarter, 
but  the  {hips  ceafing  to  fire,  clemency  was  lliewn, 
and  part  of  our  troops  furrendred  at  difcretion*,  the 
reft  jumped  into  the  lea  and  were  drowned,  among 
whom  was  Dury  himfelf.  Some  few  were  carried  to 
the  fhips  in  boats  ;  but  a  much  greater  number 
might  have  been  faved,  had  the  bailors  emptied  their 
boats  into  the  firft  fhip  they  came  to,  and  returned 
directly  to  the  beach  for  the  reft  *,  but  inftead  of  that 
they  infamoufly  prelerved  a  punctilio,  in  carrying  the 
troops  to  the  particular  tranfport  they  came  out  of, 
without  confidering  the  diftance  of  the  fituation.  The 
fleets  returned  home,  and  went  to  France  no  more. 
Biigh  buffered  greatly  in  his  reputation;  and,  as  borne 
think,  undefervedly.  The  people  of  England  were  difpi- 
rited  by  this  affair,  and  thole  of  France  elated;  both, 
by  far  more  than  they  ought  to  have  been,  conii- 
dering  it  was  a  tranfa&ion  of  but  little  moment. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  the  parliament  met, 
when  the  fupplies  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum 
of  12,761,310k  which  was  unanimoufly  granted. 
The  reft  of  the  bu  fin  elf  tranfa&ed,  during  tiffs  ief- 
fion,  was  principally  relating  to  private  matters, 
which  in  this  epitome,  we  caj^not  take  upon  us  to 
particularize.  The  feffion  clofed  on  the  2d  of  June, 
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I  he  inclinations  of  the  powers  at  war  were  not 
the  leaft  altered  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  from 
what  they  were  at  the  clofe  of  the  Lift ;  however, 
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Hie  plan  of  operations  in  Germany  was  fomethinp 
different ;  laft  year  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  Prince 
Ferdinand  a6l*ed  independently;  this  year  they  re- 
folved  to  aft  in  concert :  it  was  defigned  to  firft 
deftroy  the  Ruffian  magazines  in  Poland,'  while  prince 
V  erdinand  fhould  drive  the  French  towards  the 
Rhine,  and  getting  between  them  and  the  army  of 
tiio  empire,  cut  off  their  communication  ;  prince 
Henry  was  to  ruin  out  of  Saxony,  and  cut  off  the 
communication  between  the  Imperialifts  and  Au¬ 
strians  ;  and  count  Daun  and  the  king  of  Pruffia 
were  left  fingly  to  oppofe  each  other.  The  fir  ft 
part  of  this  plan  was  executed  with  fuccefs  :  fo 
early  as  the  month  of  February,  the  Pruffian  general 
Woberfnow,  deftro>ed  as  many  magazines  in  Poland, 
as  would  have  lubfifted  50,000  men  for  three  months. 
In  the  month  of  April,  prince  Henry  executed  his 
part  with  equal  celerity  and  good  fortune ;  the  king 
ot  Pruffia  making  a  motion,  which  drew  the  Au- 
ftrians  towards  Silefia,  the  prince  entered  Bohemia, 
and  turned  the  army  of  the  empire  into  Voigtland, 
where  he  fkirmifhed  with  them  to  advantage,  and 
railed  contributions  in  the  country;  he  even  difabled 
Franconia  from  giving  them  any  affiftance,  but  as  he 
found  Prince  Ferdinand  had  not  fuccecded,  and  that 
the  french  army  could  fuccour  them,  he  returned  to 
his  old  fituation  in  Saxony.  Prince  Ferdinand  pur- 
pofing  to  drive  the  French  troops  from  Francfort, 
which  they  had  illegally  feized,  and  from  which  they 
derived  no  final!  advantage  ,  as  it  fecured  to  them  the 
courfe  of  the  rivers  Maefe  and  Rhine,  by  which 
they  could  receive  fupplies  and  refrefhments,  he,  in 
die  month  of  March,  put  himlelf  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  the  allies,  and  advanced  to  execute  this  de- 
fign  ;  but  the  duke  de  Broglio,  with  a  confider- 
abic  detachment  of  the  French  troops,  pofted  him- 
fell  in  a  very  ftrong  and  judicious  manner  at  Bergen, 
between  Francfort  and  Hanau  ;  which  poft,  prince 
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Ferdinand  found  it  neceffary  to  force,  before  he  could 
penetrate  to  Francfort.  Lord  George  Sackvillc,  who 
commanded  the  Britiili  forces,  protefted  agamfl:  Inch 
an  attack  as  rafh  and  imprudent:  however,  prince 
Ferdinand  ordered  the  prince  of  lienbourg,  to  at¬ 
tack  the  enemy’s  intrcnchmcnts,  which  he  did  with 
great  intrepidity,  and  was  repulied  ;  twice  more  he 
returned  to  the  charge,  and  in  the  latter  fell,  with  near 
2000  of  his  countrymen.  Prince  b erdinand,  find¬ 
ing  it  impofiible  to  force  this  poll,  withdrew,  while 
the  French  with  a  prodigious  luperiority  obliged  him 
to  retreat,  and  aft  on  the  defenfive  until  the  month 
of  Auguft  ;  when  having  followed  him  to  the  town 
of  Minden  on  the  Wefer,  M.  Contades,  who  was 
frill  the  French  commander,  refolved  to  give  him 
battle;  the  vicinity  of  the  two  armies,  for  fcveral 
days,  had  made  prince  Ferdinand  apprehenfive  of 
fuc'haftep;  but  he  did  not  expect  it  on  the  day  it 
happened  :  he  was  confcious,  that  they  intended  to 
deprive  him  of  the  courfe  of  the  Wefer;  and  that 
was  one  of  the  principal  advantages  they  expected  to 
derive  from  an  action:  therefore  general  Wangenheim, 
withaconfiderable  corps'wasentrenched  atDodenhau- 
fen,ontne  banks  of  the  Wefer,  while  the  reft  of  the  army 
was  encamped  at  a  fmalldiltance  near  thevillageof  1  Id¬ 
le.  On  the  lad  day  of  J  uly,  Contades  gave  his  orders  for 
fighting;  he  directed  the  duke  de  Broglio  to  march  in 
the  dead  of  the  following  night  and  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  to  force  Wangenheim,  who  it  was  apprehended 
was  not  ftrong,  and  place  himfelf  between  the  allied 
army  and  the  Wefer,  while  Contades,  ihould  on  a 
fudden  furprize  the  Prince  in  front.  Broglio,  to  his 
great  aftonifhment,  found  Wangenheinfs  troops 
drawn  up  in  excellent  order,  entrenched  and  defend¬ 
ed  by  a  numerous  artillery  ;  this  difeovery  put  a  (top 
to  his  operations.  About  the  fame  time  Contades 
fired  upon  1  Pile,  which  alarmed  the  allies,  who  forth¬ 
with  put  tfiemfelves  in  orcl  :r,  expecting  the  French  were 
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come  to  give  them  battle;  but  finding  them  not  fonear 
as,  they  hau  apprehended,  they  advanced  to  the  plain 
of  Minden,  and  there  faw  the  enemy.  Broglio  at¬ 
tacked  vVangenheim  with  great  vivacity  ;  bur  the  ar- 
tdlery  was  fo  admirably  ferved  againft  him,  that  his 
troops  recoiled,  and  he  found  it  necefiary  to  retire. 
Contades  directed  his  cavalry  to  charge  the  allied  infan- 
ti  ) ,  whom  he  perceived  to  be  advancing  :  here  the  brunt 
of  the  aflion  fell :  fix  regiments  of  Hnglifln  infantry  and 
two  battalions  of  Hanoverian  guards,  iuftained  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  whole  french  centre,  confiding  of  liorfe, 
the  flower  of  their  cavajry  and  the  ftrengt^h  of  their  ar¬ 
my,  with  a  refolution  and  expertnefs  in  their  mincevre, 
as  perhaps  never  was  equalled.  During  this  conflidt,  or¬ 
ders  were  lent  to  the  Britifh  and  Hanoverian  horle  on  the 
right,  commanded  by  lord  George  Sackville,  divided 
from  the  infantry  by  a  wood,  to  come  up  and  fuftain 
the  infantry  ;  but  the  commander  apprehending 
thefe  orders  to  be  not  lufficiently  explicit  and 
confident,  he  hefitated  in  the  execution,  by  which  it 
is  believed  by  fome,  that  the  precious  moment  was 
loft.  Hie  Britifh  infantry  having  defeated  the  French 
cavalry,  and  there  was  no  horle  at  hand  to  eife (dually 
finiih  the  work  :  others  lay,  that  had  thefe  orders 
been  immediately  obeyed,  his  lord  (hip  could  not  come 
up-  time  enough  to  have  had  any  dure  in  the  adlion  *. 

There 


*  We  fhall  not  pretend  to  give  our  own  opinion  in  this  nice  point 
of  controverfy,  we  fhall  only  endeavour  to  elucidate  it  as  far  as 

we  are  able.  It  is  fuppofed,  that  lord  G - S - -  had 

early  in  the  campaign,  Ihewn  a  diflike  to  prince  Ferdinand’s  plan 
of  operations,  and  from  hence  arofe  a  difference  between  them  ; 
the  Englifh  officer,  frho  is  naturally  haughty  in  his  behaviour, 
rcfolved  to  carry  himfclf  with  that  jfpirit  of  independence,  that 
fcorns  to  pay  ferviJe  court  to  foreign  hirelings;  his  extenfive  un- 
aerllanding,  penetrating  eye,  and  inquifitive  fpirit,  could  neither 
be  deceived,  dazzled,  nor  Toothed  into  tame  acquiefence ;  this 
was  diametrically  oppofite  to  what  the  German  general  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  found  ;  the  opportunities  which  he  had 
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There  was  a  {(range  confufion  this  day;  the  artillery 
had  no  orders  till  very  late,  and  the  engineers  were 
galloping  about  the  field  in  queft  of  orders,  when 
aid  du  camps  ought  to  have  fpared  them  the  necefilty 

of 


of  making  a  fortune,  would  not  have  been  oppofed,  had  the 
commander  of  the  pay-all ,  been  a  docile,  pliant  fool,  whom  he 
might  make  to  believe  whatever  he  pleafed,  and  mould  into  all 
his  views.  By  exhibiting  many  marks  of  a  prying  difpolition, 
he  at  length  became  fo  d'ifagreeable  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
that  nothing  feemed  to  be  fo  eagerly  defired,  as  an  opportunity 
for  removing  him.  The  defigns  againft  the  enemy  were  kept  a 
profound  fecret  from  him  ;  and  whenever  it  was  poffible  to  omit 
him  at  the  military  councils,  he  was  :  nor,  is  it  in  the  lead  to  b^ 
doubted,  that  the  German  general  determined  in  the  firft  battle, 
to  fo  manage  in  fending  his  orders  to  him,  as  to  puzzle  him  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty :  for  which  end,  during  this  adion,  two 
expreffes  were  fent  to  the  Engliih  officer,  almoft  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant,  the  one  for  him  to  march  with  the  cavalry  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  which  was  begun  to  be  obeyed  ;  when  a  fecond  exprefs 
came,  [the  intended  puzzler]  directing  him  to  bring  the  B ritifh. 
cavalry  only;  as  this  Hep  would  break  "the  line  which  lord  George 
could  not  think  the  prince  intended,  he  went  to  the  commander, 
who  ordered  him  to  bring  up  the  whole,  but  then  it  was  pretend¬ 
ed  they  were  then  too  late  for  fervice,  and  were  therefore  ordered 
to  difmount,  becaufe  they  fliould  not  purfue.  That  this  was  all  a 

fcheme  to  perplex  lord  G - may  be  eafily  gathered,  from  an 

account  of  the  battle  publifhed  at  the  Hague,  by  the  authority 

of  p - *  F  - -  himfelf;  wherein  it  is  exprefsly  declared, 

that  the  cavalry  on  the  right,  was  not  defined  to  fuitain  the  in¬ 
fantry,  and  that  if  it  had  really  been  defigned  for  adion,  it 
would  have  been  polled  in  another  place.  Let  not  an  Eno-lifh 
mind  ftarxle  at  this  information,  time  may  perhaps  (hew**  the 
whole  affair  is  confonant  with  the  character  the  German  general 
bears.  After  the  battle  prince  Ferdinand  paid  fome  compliments 
to  feveral  officers  for  their  gallant  behaviour;  but  although  the 
Englifh  had  the  greatefl  fhare  in  obtaining  the  vidory,  "yet  he 
call  a  cloud  over  their  triumph,  in  fome  unmanly  expreffions, 

that  convey’d  a  fevere  refleftion  on  lord  G - :  he, in  his  letter 

of  thanks,  required  with  an  emphafis,  that  his  orders  for ^  the 
future,  fee  punctually  obeyed:  he  expreffed  his  concern,  that  the 
marquifs  of  Granby,  had  not  the  command  of  the  B ritifh  ca¬ 
valry  ;  and  obferved,  that  if  it  had  been  fo,  the  adion  would  have 
been  more  compleat.  The  oblique  infinuation  concerning  the 
difobedience  ot  orders,  and  the  invidious  compliment  to  a  fubor- 
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of  quitting  their  Rations :  at  length,  lord  George 
Sackville  directed  them  to  proceed  to  the  from, 
where  they  were  of  the  utrnoft  fervice  to  the  in¬ 
fantry*  Contades,  finding  that  his  cavalry  could  not 

refill 


dinate  officer,  were  drong,  and  we  will  venture  to  fay,  malicious 

reflexions  ^  on  the  conduX  of  lord  G - S - -=• ;  becaufe 

they  contained  nothing  pofitive,  which  a  brave  and  honed  man, 
unconfcious  of  defign,  would  not  have  been  afraid  to  affiert.  As 
foon  as  thefe  dark  and  cenforious  implications  were  publifhed  in 
the  London  Gazettee,  the  people  were  in  an  inftant  alarmed, 

they  grew  outragious  in  their  indignation  againfl  lord  G - 

he  was  branded  by  the  rafh,  ignorant,  and  infatuated  multitude, 
as  a  traitor,  and  a  coward  :  the  German  war  being  popular,  and 
the  people  obflinately  adhering  to  the  prejudices  they  had  efpouf- 
ed  in  its  favour,  the  not  having  done  any  thing  in  Germany, 
was  worfe  than  negleXing  the  real  national  good  in  America  $ 
he  was  fligmatized  with  the  mod  virulent  iniult  that  the  mod 
favage  bread  could  fugged,  while  a  parcel  of  mercenary 
bookfellers,  men  that  would  blad  the  faired  charaXer  for  the 
fake  of  getting  a  few  pence,  bafe  and  fearlefs  in  their  conduX 
on  fuch  occafions,  and  all  times  wretches  without  anv  kind  of 
principle,  colleXed  together  their  underd rappers,  and  poured 
fuch  a  ihoal  of  fcandalous  and  libellious  pamphlets  into  the 
hands  of  the  public,  as  feemed  to  deluge  the  whole  town,  all 
running  with  the  dream,  teeming  with  falfhoods,  fuggedions, 
reports,  ill  fuppofitions,  calumny,  deceit,  inveXives,  and  eve¬ 
ry  piece  of  infamy,  which  the  cruel  and  mercilefs  aflaffinators 
could  devife.  Is  it  notdrange,  that  men  of  fenfe,  ffiould  give  en¬ 
couragement  tofuch  catch-penny  traffic,  and  differing  their  tempe¬ 
rament  to  be  over-ruled,  join  in  the  out-cry  of  an  enraged  and  ig¬ 
norant  mob,  who  know  no  moderation, who  upon  a  vague  and  un¬ 
certain  report,  rife  up  in  a  blaze,  and  infamoufly  digmatize  a  re¬ 
putation  before  they  are  pofitive  of  one  circumdance  that  is  bad  ; 
nor  can  they  ever  afterwards  be  brought  to  a  favourable  opinion* 
How  hard  then  is  the  cafe  of  our  officers,  who  have  luch  a  rafh, 
impatient,  and  capricious  people  to  pleafe  ;  who  upon  any  error 
in  which  an  officer  happens  to  fall,  without  invedigating  his  merit, 
or  confidcring  the  circumdance,  become  clamorous  to  a  degree 
of  perfecution.  As  foon  as  that  extraordinary  letter  of  thanks, 
or  rather  menkifh  litany  of  Saints,  for  it  had  all  the  air  of  one, 

was  given  out,  lord  G - S - refigned  his  command.  This 

legend  of  compliments  was  merely  farfical ;  for  a  few  days  after 
prince  Ferdinand  publifhed  as  a  codicil  to  his  will,  a  letter  to  cap¬ 
tain  M’Beaneof  the  artillery,  making  a  kind  of  reparation  for 
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refill  the  Britifh  infantry,  and  that  thefe  troops  broke 
every  corps  before  them,  ordered  a  retreat,  which  the 
duke  de  Broglio  covered  in  a  very  excellent  manner 
The  lofs  of  the  French  amounted  to  near  7000  men, 
/lain  and  prifoners  ;  that  of  the  allies  exceeded  2500. 
The  vanquifhed  retreated  acrofs  the  Wefer,  and  for 
want  of  fubfiflence  they  precipitately  fled  off  to¬ 
wards  Caflel :  the  allies  took  feveral  towns  in  the 
purfuit,  and  laid  fiege  to  Munfler  >  but  the  French 

G  g '  relieving 


having  omitted  his  merit,  which  it  was  impoftible  his  highnefs 
fhould  not  know,  if  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  tranfaitions  of 

the  battle,  and  innocent  of  the  vidlory.  Lord  G - - 

S - ,  returned  to  Lodon,  juft  when  the  flame  was  at  its 

utmoft  height,  and  when  every  mouth  was  opened  with  execra¬ 
tion  againft  him :  he  had  moreover,  the  mortification  to  hear 
the  name  of  the  German  general  extolled  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom,  in  raptures  of  exaggeration,  and  even  in  childifh  and 
ridiculous  hyperbole  ;  while  plaifters  of  praife  ignorantly 
compofed,  were  ftupidly  laid  on  his  lhoulders,  as  if  he  was  fo  infer¬ 
nally  black  as  to  have  need  of  fuch  purification  ;  and  while  as,  the 

moft  glorious  mark  of  r -  approbation,  he  was  inverted  with 

the  order  of  the  garter,  and  prefented  with  2o,oool.  the  Englifh 
general  was  difmifled  from  every  employment  he  held  under 
the  government.  Will  it  hereafter  be  believed  that  Englifhmen 
took  fuch  pains  to  blacken  their  own  country’s  honour  ?  that  they 
would  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  deceived  by  the  tools  and  emiftaries 
of  p —  F — ,  and  the  friends  of  a  foreign  caufe,  of  which  to  fpeak 
in  the  fofteft  terms,  is  alien  to  their  interefts  ?  and  contrary  to  the 
eftablifhed  law  of  their  country,  condemn  unheard  ?  Are  thefe 
proper  rewards  for  tamely  lavifhing  our  blood  and  treafure  ?  Lord 

G - after  being  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  his  imputed 

guilt,  folicited,  and  at  length  obtained  a  trial,  by  a  court-martial, 

to  whom  it  appeared,  the  orders  of  prince  F -  had  not  been 

obeyed,  and  notwithftanding  many  eligible  eircumftances  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  lordfhip’s  behalf,  both  as  to  his  being  kept  ignorant 
of  orders  previous  to  the  battle,  and  as  to  his  willingncfs  to 
obey  all  intelligent  orders,  and  many  other  things  which  the 
;  reader  may  fee  recited  at  large  in  the  authentic  copy  of  the  tiial, 
to  which  is  annexed  a  plan  of  the  battle,  yet  he  was  adjudged 
unfit  for  future  fervice,  and  the  king  ordered  the  fentcncc  to  be 
read  at  the  head  of  all  his  troops,  and  ftruck  him  off  the  lift 
of  privy-counfellors. 
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relieving  it,  they  fet  a  bound  to  the  prog  refs  of  their 
arms,  leaving  the  enemy  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
campaign,  juft  where  they  had  found  them  at  the  be- 


ginning. 

o  bD 


Notwithftanding  the  defiruction  of  the  Ruffian 
magazines,  early  in  the  year,  that  power  nevertheless 
piib  its  army  in  motion  about  the  lame  time  as  ufual  ; 
and  thefe  troops,  numbered  at  jooo  men,  command¬ 
ed  by  count  SoltikofF,  profecuteci  tlieir  march  to  Si— 
lefia.  Count Dohna,  who  commanded  the  Pruffian  army 
in  thole  parts,  finding  them  too  numerous  for  him  to 
attack  with  any  profpeft  of  Succefs,  contented  himfelf 
with  watching  their  motions  and  harraffing  their  march: 
though  this  conduit  was  extremely  prudent  and  jufti- 
fiable,  yet  the  king  of  Pruffia,  fired  with  his  ufual  preci¬ 
pitation  and  impatience,  difapproved  of  it;  upon  which 
count  Dohna  rcfigned,  and  general  Wedel  was  or¬ 
dered  to  take  the  command  of  the  army,  and  at  all 
events  to  fight  the  Ruffians.  Accordingly,  on  the  23d. 
of  July  he  with  30,000  men  attacked  their  advantage¬ 
ous  poll  at  Zullichau,  near  Croilen  ;  and  after  main¬ 
taining  the  conflict  with  great  refolution,  though  un¬ 
der  many  difficulties,  for  feveral  hours,  he  retired 
'with  the  lofs  of  at  leaft  8000  men  ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  Ruffians  gained  pofieffion  of  Croflen 
and  Francfort  upon  the  Oder.  The  king  of  Pruffia, 
exafperated  by  this  defeat,  refolved  to  give  them  bat¬ 
tle  himfelf,  and  immediately  feparated  from  his  army 
a  confiderable  corps,  with  which  he  began  his  march 
to  join  the  troops  of  Wedel,  leaving  prince  Henry 
with  the  remainder  to  obferve  count  Daun  ;  but  this 
able  general  knowing  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  defign, 
detached  a  bod/  of  12000  horfe  under  general  Lau- 
don,  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Ruffians,  and  by  ex¬ 
treme  good  fortune  this  junction  was  ‘effected  :  how¬ 
ever,  the  king  of  Pruffia  having  afiembled  an  army 
of  50,000  men,  determined  to  give  them  battle  :  and 
accordingly,  on  the  1 2th  of  Augufl  early  in  the  morn¬ 
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ing,  he  found  the  enemy  in  an  entrenched  camp  at 
Cunnerfdorff,  defended  by  an  incredible  number  of 
cannon  ;  he  attacked  the  left  wing  with  great  bravery, 
and  after  a  bloody  diipute  of  fix  hours,  he  mattered 
a  defile  and  feveral  redoubts,  took  a  great  number 
of  cannon,  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  begin  to  retreat. 
-At  this  juncture  he  dttpatched  a  billet  to  his  queen, 
couched  in  the  following  terms,  4C  Madam,  we 
have  beat  the  Ruffians  from  their  entrenchments  : 
in  two  hours  expeft  to  hear  of  a  glorious  victory.” 
But  he  was  deceived  ;  the  Ruffians  were  not  yet  de¬ 
feated  .  they  had  retired  indeed  to  a  place  called  the 
Jews  Burying  Ground  ;  but  this  was  an  eminence, 
and  the  molt  advantageous  pott,  which  in  thcie  cir- 
cumftances  they  could  have  choien  \  however,  he  re- 
folvM  to  drive  them  ttill  further,  though  this  enter- 
prize  was  of  the  moft  difficult  nature  •,  his  generals 
perceiving  this  rafhnefs,  unanimoufly  reprefented  to 
him,  the  imprudence  of  attempting  to  pufh  the  ad¬ 
vantages  they  had  gained  any  further;  the  enemy 
were  ftill  numerous,  had  a  vatt  artillery,  the  poft 
which  they  occupied  was  of  great  ftrength,  *  his 
troops  had  been  engaged  along  time  in  the  fevered 
acaon  they  ever  knew,  and  one  of  the  hotted  days 
they  ever  felt,  were  too  much  fatigued,  fpr  fuch  a 
new  anault,  an  affault  that  might  even  ftacrcrer  frefn 
troops  ;  they  urged  that  the  advantage  which  he  had 
gained,  would  be  as  decifivc  in  its  confequenceas  that 
at  Zorndorft;  that  the  enemy  would  foon  be  obliged 
to  retire  into  Poland,  and  he  would  be  at  liberty  to°aft 
in  other  quarters  where  his  prefence  was  more  necef- 
ary.  All  thefe  excellent  arguments  weighed  as  no- 
thing,  he  obftinately  adhered  to  his  fool-hardy  refo 
lurnn .  Thus  reining  every  rhing  that  was  p/ucSr, 
and  actuated  by  fienzy,  lie  began  a  new  attack  which 
was  beyond  his  ftrength.  Now  putting  all  to  the 
hazard,  his  fainting  army  with  feme  little  retrains  of 
unexhaufted  ardor,  fought  againft  the  enemy’s  hr. 
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pregnable  fituation.  Thefe  feeble  battalions  being 
uncovered  with  cannon,  becaufe  they  could  bring 
none  up,  and  the  enemy  having  recovered  from  their 
condernaticn,  were  repulfed  with  great  (laughter  *, 
yet  ftill  did  the  king  of  Pruffia,  with  a  mad  and  in¬ 
human  perfeverance,  order  them  to  return  to  the 
charge  •,  when  being  routed  with  greater  (laughter, 
he  in  a  wild  ungovernable  pa  (lion  of  defbair  and  re¬ 
venge,  put  the  affair  to  the  cavalry,  notwithfcanding 
the  hones  as  well  as  the  riders  had  been  previoufly 
fpent*,  they  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts,  and 
being  entirely  broke,  the  Andrian  cavalry  which  had 
hitherto  been  inactive,  fell  amongft  them,  threw  them 
into  utter  confufion  and  compleated  their  dedruftion  ^ 
the  remains  of  the  army,  which  but  lately  had  been 
victorious,  were  now  feized  with  a  panic,  and 
dilperfed  in  the  bed  manner  they  were  able,  without 
any  thoughts  of  preferving  their  baggage,  cannon, 
or  one  fingle  utenfil ;  life  alone  was  the  prevailing 
confideration,  and  night  prefcrved  them  from  total 
ruin.  The  king  had  two  horfes  killed  under  him, 
and  feveral  balls  went  through  his  cloaths.  There 
was  fcarce  a  general,  or  even  an  inferior  officer  in 
his  army  that  was  not  either  killed  or  wounded. 
His  lofs  was  greater  in  this  action  than  in  any  he  had 
ever  feen  before*,  at  lead  19,000  of  his  troops  were 
(lain,  a  great  number  were  made  prifoners,  all  his 
baggage,  cannon,  and  every  thing  he  brought  into 
the  .field,  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemy.  When 
he  abandoned  this  horrible  fcene,  he  difpatched 
another  billet  to  the  queen,  thus  expreffed,  “  Re- 
4t  move  from  Berlin  with  the  royal  family.  Let 
“  the  archieves  be  carried  to  Potfdam.  The  town 
tc  may  make  conditions  with  the  enemy.93  It  is  not 
difficult  to  conceive  the  terror  and  confufion  this  in¬ 
timation  produced  at  Berlin,  in  the  midd  of  their 
rejoicings  occafioned  by  the  firft  meffenger.  T  he  lofs 
of  the  conquerors  amounted  to  about  11  or  12,000 

men. 
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men.  Next  day  the  king  of  Pruffia  retreated  over 
the  Oder,  and  began  to  colled  his  fugitives  ; 
in  a  little  time  lie  recovered  from  his  diforder,  with¬ 
out  any  obftrudion  from  the  enemy,  and  drew  a 
f refit  train  of  artillery  out  of  the  ftores  at  Berlin. 
He  faw  with  joy  and  aftonifhment,  the  enemy’s 
forbearance  to  improve  their  victory  ;  they,  in- 
flead  of  overwhelming  him  with  ruin,  or  advancing 
towards  his  capital,  contented  themfelves  with 
joining  count  Daun  in  Lufatia,  and  holding  conful- 
tarions  with  that  general  ;  in  which  it  is  more  than 
probable  the  Auftrians  were  not  willing  the  Ruffians 
fhould  take  poffeffion  of  Brandenburgh,  therefore  his 
isffty  flowed  from  this  jealoufy  or  difappointment. 
In  the  mean  time  the  army  of  the  Empire  had 
penetrated  into  Saxony,  and  reduced  the  towns  of 
Hall,  Leipfic,  Torgau  and  Drefden.  The  king  of 
Pruffia  apprehending  the  Ruffians  had  a  defigif  on 
Great  Glogau,  took  poft  in  fuch  a  manner  "  as  to 
cover  the  town  ;  while  count  Daun,  fufpeding  prince 
Henry  of  Pruffia,  intending  to  retake  Drefden, 
made  a  forced  march  in  order  to  fave  that  capital 
I  he  Auftrians  and  Ruffians  being  thus  feparated, 
and  the  latter  baffled  in  their  icheme  on  Great  Glogau' 
and  beginning  to  think  of  retiring,  the  kirn’  of 
Pruffia,  formed  a  plan  for  cutting  off  count  Daun’s 
retreat  into  Bohemia :  he  detached  general  Finclc 
with  20,000  men  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  defiles  of 
Maxen  behind  the  Auftrians ;  which  was  no  fooncr 
done,  than  Daun  reconnoitred  his  fituation,  and 
refolved  to  attack  him  ;  for  this  purpofe  he  firft'  fe- 
cretly  furrounded  the  Pruffians,  and  on  the  24th  of 
November,  binck  perceived  the  enemy’s  approach  on 
every  fide.  In  this  emergency,  he  began  to  think  of 
foiling  their  attempt  in  iome  part,  fo  as  to  obtain  a 
ictreat  •,  for  a  whole  day  he  made  the  moll  intrerfd 

efforts  to  difengage  himfelf;  but  it  was  imnoffibh' • 
the  enemy’s  numbers  had  fecured  every  avenue' 
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Next  morning  he  faw  the  enemy  on  every  fide,  pre- 
fenting  a  wall  of  bayonets,  through  which  it  was 
madnefs  to  think  of  penetrating,  confidering  his 
great  lofs  on  the  preceding  day :  therefore  he  fur- 
rendered  with  the  whole  army  prifoners  of  war. 
This  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  Pruffian  power  in  the 
prefent  critical  ftate ;  yet  while  the  king  of  Pruffia 
was  ftaggering  under  it,  he  felt  another° *  a  body  of 
his  troops  ported  on  the  Elbe,  oppofite  to  Meiffen, 
was  on  the  4th  of  December,  attacked  by  the  Au- 
ftrians,  and  between  3  and  4000  of  them  were  kil¬ 
led  and  made  prifoners.  While  the  king  of  Pruffia 
was  fullering  under  thefe  misfortunes,  he  received  a 
fupply  from  prince  Ferdinand,  who  detached  the 
Hereditary  Prince  to  his  affiftance,  the  king  hoping 
by  this  means,  to  gain  fome  advantage  over 
M.  Daun;  but  this  general  acting  with  fo  much  cau¬ 
tion,  that  he  finding  it  impoffible,  the  Hereditary 
Prince  returned  to  the  allies,  who  by  this  time  had 
recommenced  the  fiege  of  Munfter,  and  reduced  it. 
After  thefe  tranfa&ions  all  the  armies  went  into  win¬ 
ter  quarters. 

The  war  in  America  had  for  its  grand  cbjeCt  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Canada*,  which  the  miniftry  prcpofed  to  effeft 
by  attaking  three  parts  at  once,  in  order  to  divide  and 
diftraft  the  enemy’s  attention  :  a  fleet  was  difpatched 
from  England  in  the  month  of  February,  commanded 
by  the  admirals  Saunders  and  Holmes,  with  whom, 
according  to  the  plan  laid  down,  major-general  Wolfe, 
with  8000  men,  was  to  proceed  up  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  to  Quebec,  the  capital  of  the  province;  while 
general  Amherft,  'who  commanded  in  chief,  with 
12,000  men,  fhould  reduce  Ticonderago  and  Crown- 
point,  and  proceed  along  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
join  general  Wolfe,  and  lay  fiege  to  Quebec  :  the 
third  body  under  thecommandof  general  Prideaux  and 
Sir  William  Johnfon,  was  to  reduce  the  fort  of  Nia¬ 
gara,  ^anc.1  proceed  to  Montreal,  the  other  principal 
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dty  in  Canada.  The  armament  defigned  againit 
Quebec,  failed  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  the 
month  of  Junearrived  at  theifleof  Orleans,  a  little  be¬ 
low  Quebec.  The  general  immediately  took  poffeffion 
of  this  ifland,  and  alfo  of  a  point  of  land  on  the 
continent  that  was  oppofite  to  it  called  point  Levi  ; 
which  was  within  cannon  fhot  of  the  city.  Quebec, 
was  not  only  well  fortified  and  defended  by  a  nume¬ 
rous  garrifon,  but  likewife  covered  by  the  marquis  de 
Montcalm,  with  an  army  of  10,000  men,  regulars 
and  provincials,  polled  in  a  very  advantageous  man¬ 
ner.  General  Wolfe  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy’s 
entrenchments  at  Montmorenci ;  for  this  purpofe, 
the  neceffary  difpofitions  were  made,  and  the  grena¬ 
diers  were  landed,  with  orders  to  form  on  the  beach, 
and  wait  until  a  reinforcement  fhouldbefent  them;  but 
they  inftead  of  obeying  thisprudentdireflion,  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  were  on  fhore,  rufhed  impetuoufly  on  the 
enemy  and  were  repulfed  and  thrown  into  diforder  ; 
upon  which  the  general  ordered  them  to  be  drawn 
off.  This  was  a  difeouraging  circumftance,  as  there 
appeared  a  multitude  of  difficulties  in  every  ftep 
that  could  poffibly  be  taken,  and  as  it  was  the  only 
one  that  feemed  to  wear  a  feafible  appearance  ;  the 
general  loft  here  a  great  many  men,  which  together 
with  the  mifearriage  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  his 
mind;  which  being  too  great  to  brook  with  cenfure  or 
difgrace  ;  he  began  to  dread  the  cruel  clamours  of 
his  invidious  and  ungrateful  countrymen  ;  who  are  fo 
ready  upon  any  difappointment,  even  where  an  offi¬ 
cer  has  done  all  in  his  power,  to  brand  him  with  in¬ 
famy ;  he  was  often  heard  to  figh,  and  in  the  tranf- 
ports  of  Ins  chagrin  to  fay,  he  would  never  return 
witout  fuccefs  to  be  expofed  as'  other  commanders 
had  been  to  the  cenfure  and  reproach  of  an  ignorant 
and  ungrateful  populace.  How  truly  piteous  is  fuch  a 
cafe  !  As  foon  as  he  recovered,  he  Vent  a  letter  to 
;Vir,  Pitt,  parucularifing  every  tranfaclion  and  diffi- 
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culty.  After  a  deliberation  with  the  oflicers,  it  was 
determined  to  proceed  up  the  river,  and  make  their  ef¬ 
forts  on  that  fideofthe  town,  forwhich  admiralHolmes 
was  ordered  to  fail  higher  up  the  river  than  the  place 
appointed  to  land  at,  in  orderto  draw  the  enemy’s  at¬ 
tention  that  way,  and  fo  far  it  anlwered,  that  Montcalm 
detached  1500  men  to  watch  this  fleet,  on  board  of 
which  was  general  Wolfe  with  about  5000  men,  the 
reft  being  left  at  Orleans  and  Levi ;  while  admiral 
Saunders,  made  a  feint  to  attack  the  enemy’s  en¬ 
trenchments  below  the  town.  On  the  13th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  troops 
were  put  into  the  boats  and  glided  foftly  down  under 
cover  of  admiral  Holmes,  to  the  intended  place  of 
dilembarkation  •,  where  with  admirable  courage,  but 
with  great  difficulty,  they  afeended  one  by  one,  the 
woody  precipices,  and  at  length  gained  the  fummit; 
they  were  drawn  up  in  order  by  general  Wolfe,  who 
was  one  of  the  firft  that  landed.  This  place  was 
called  the  Heights  of  Abraham,  and  are  laid  to  com¬ 
mand  the  weakeft  part  of  the  town.  Montcalm, 
was  no  fooner  informed  that  the  Engliffi  had  gained 
this  advantageous  ground,  than  he  rcfolved  to  give 
them  battle,  and  immediately  began  his  march  *,  but 
the  Engliffi  troops  referved  their  fire,  until  the  ene¬ 
my  advanced  very  dole,  which  was  no  fooner  done 
than  they  made  terrible  havoc  among  them ;  but 
juft  in  the  moment  when  the  fortune  of  the  field, 
be?an  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  Engliffi,  gene¬ 
ral  Wolfe  was  killed  by  a  (hot  in  the  breaft  *  *, 

the  troops,  however,  preferving  their  fpint, 

drove 


*  The  circumftances  attending  the  death  of  this  young  hero, 

*re  too  curious  and  too  affefting  to  be  palled  over  in  filencc.  He 

firft  received  a  wound  in  the  wrift,  but  that  he  might  not  dil- 

courage  his  troops,  he  wrapped  it  up  in  his  handkerchief,  and 

encouraged  his  men  to  advance  ;  foon  after  he  received  another 

f  all  in  his  belly  ;  this  alfo  he  dilfembled,  and  exerted  himlelf  as 
‘  be  lore  : 
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drove  the  enemy  from  every  poft,  and  at  length  to¬ 
tally  defeated  them  with  the  lofs  of  their  general. 
Five  days  after  the  town  furrendered,  without  being 
befieged  in  form.  While  thele  vigorous  operations 
were  purluing,  general  Amherft  on  his  fide,  advanced 
to  Crown-point,  which,  as  well  as  Ticonderago,  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  on  his  approach  ;  then  he 
prepared  to  crofs  the  lake  Champlain,  but  finding 
the  feafon  cold  and  boilterous,  he  postponed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  meafures  until  the  next  campaign  ; 
thus  the  great  end  of  an  open  communication  with 
general  Wolfe,  was  not  efrefted,  and  that  general, 
as  we  have  ieen,  was  left  to  the  exertion  of  his  fingle 
llrength.  The  third  part  of  the  plan  was  not  lels 
luccelsful.  General  Prideaux  advanced  to  fort  Nia¬ 
gara,  which  by  its  fituation  awes  the  Five  Nations, 
or  thofe  Indian  tribes  which  lie  to  the  northward  of 
the  lakes  ;  he  laid  fiege  to  it,  but  the  operations 
had  not  long  been  carried  on,  before  he  was  killed 
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before  ;  when  he  received  a  third  in  his  bread,  under  which  he  at 
laft  funk,  and  luffered  hirnfelf,  unwillingly,  to  be  carried  behind 
tne  ranks.  As  he  lay  Aruggling  with  the  anguilb  and  weaknefs 
of  three  grievous  wounds,  he  teemed  only  folicitous  about  the 
fortune  of  the  battle.  He  begged  one  who  attended  him,  to 
fupport  him  to  view  the  held  ;‘t>ut  as  he  found  that  the  approach 
of  death  had  dimmed  and  oonfufed  his  fight,  he  defired  an  officer 
who  was  by  him,  to  give  him  an  account  of  what  he  faw.  The 
officer  anfvvered,  that  the  enemy  teemed  broken  ;  he  repeated  his 
queftion  a  few  minutes  after  with  much  anxiety,  when  he  was 
told,  that  the  enemy  was  totally  routed,  and  that  they  fled  in  all 
parts.  Then,  faid  he,  “  I  am  fatisfled  and  immediately 
expired.  His  death  was  greatly  lamented  by  his  country,  and 
envied  by  all  who  had  a  true  relifli  for  military  glory;  unindebud 
to  family,  or  connexions,  unfupported  by  intrigue  or  faXion 
he  had  accompliffied  the  whole  bufinefs  of  life,  at  a  time,  when 
others  are  only  beginning  to  appear  ;  and  at  the  age  of  thirty^five. 
Without  feeling  the  weaknefs  of  age,  or  the  viciffitude  of  fortune* 
having  fatisfled  his  honeft  ambition,  having  compleatcd  his 
character,  having  fulfilled  the  expcXations  of  his  country,  he 

fell  at  the  head  of  his  conquering  troops,  and  expired  111  the  arms 
of  viXory. 
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by  the  burfting  of  a  cohorn  ;  upon  which  the  com¬ 
mand  devolved  upon  Sir  Wm.  Johnfon,  who  pufhed 
on  the  fiege  with  great  alacrity,  infomuch,  that  the 
trench,  apprehending  the  place  in  imminent  danger, 
and  being  fenfihle  of  its  great  importance,  imme¬ 
diately  collected  a  body  of  forces  and  marched  to¬ 
wards  the  place  with  a  view  of  raifing  the  fiege;  but 
genera!  Johnfon  gave  them  fo  warm  a  reception,  as 
ended  in  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  defeat;  upon  which 
the  fort  furrendered  and  the  garrifon  were  made  pri- 
foners. 

Thefe,  however,  were  not  all  the  attempts  made 
for  crufhing  the  French  power  in  America.  A  defign 
was  formed  in  England,  for  taking  the  ifland 
of  Martinico,  upon  a  reprelentation  that  it  was  ex¬ 
tremely  practicable.  Accordingly,  early  in  the  month 
of  January,  a  fleet  of  ten  {hips  of  the  line,  command¬ 
ed  by  commodore  Moore,  having  on  board  general 
Hodgfon,  with  fix  regiments  of  infantry,  apppeared 
before  it ;  and  having  landed  without  oppofition,  they 
found  lo  many  obftacles  to  the  conveyance  of  cannon 
before  they  could  approach  the  capital  fort  of  the 
ifland,  that  the  land  commander  deemed  them  in- 
furmountable,  while  the  naval  officer  held  it  impofli- 
bie  to  put  the  cannon  afhore  nearer  to  the  fort.  A 
jealoufy,  or  difagreement,  arofe  between  them,  and  the 
confequence  was,  after  terribly  alarming  the  whole 
ifland  ;  the  reimbarkation  of  the  troops  on  the  fame 
day  that  they  landed.  Judging  it  impoffible  to  do  any 
thing  at  Martinico,  they  failed  away  for  Guadaloupe, 
in  hopes  of  better  fortune.  On  the  23d  of  the  fame 
month,  they  appeared  before  Bafle-Terre,  the  capital 
of  the  ifland,  which  being  cannonaded  and  bom¬ 
barded  by  the  fleet,  was  in  feveral  places  fet  on  fire, 
and  continued  to  burn  all  that  and  the  following  day, 
when  the  inhabitants  and  troops  quitting  the  place, 
retired  in  o  the  mountainous  part  of  the  country, 
and  permitted  the  Englilh  to  land  without  oppofition. 

Soon 
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Soon  after,  general  Hodgfon  died  of  a  fever,  which 
proved  fatal  to  a  great  many  others,  and  the  com¬ 
mand  devolved  on  general  Barrington,  who  embark  ¬ 
ed  the  forces  and  failed  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
ifland,  where  he  reduced  all  the  principal  towns; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  firft  of  May,  that  the  whole 
ifland,  or  more  properly  ipeaking,  the  two  iflands, 
whichare  denominated G uadaloupe, iu rrendered.  1  his 
furrender  was  hardly  made,  when  a  French  fcjuadron 
appeared  to  the  relief  of  the  ifland,  but  fincung  they 
were  too  late  to  do  any  good,  they  lailed  away.  Had 
they  come  a  day  fooner,  they  had  probably  laved  the 
place.  Before  the  end  of  the  month  the  ifland  of 
Marigalante  furrendered. 

In  the  Eaft-Indies,  the  Britifh  arms  were  not  lefs 
vi&orious.  After  Lally’s  misfortune  before  the  king 
of  Tanjour’s  capital,  lie  refolved  to  lay  fiege  to  Ma- 
drafs,  which  work  he  began  on  the  6th  of  Januaiy, 
and  continued  in  a  flovenly,  ridiculous  manner,  until 
the  6th  of  February,  without  doing  any  material  da¬ 
mage  to  the  place,  and  which  he  raifed  in  the  utmoft 
traniports  of  rage  and  defpair.  The  befieged  now 
fallying  out,  took  the  field  againft  him,  but  be¬ 
ing  at  preient  too  weak  to  undertake  any  thing  im¬ 
portant,  they  contented  themfelves  with  executing  de¬ 
tached  expeditions  until  the  month  of  Septembei , 
when  it  was  refolved  to  attack  Hally  in  his  ffrong 
camp  at  Wandewafh ;  but  the  aflailants  were  feverely 
repulfed  and  obliged  to  retire  in  confufion.  After 
this,  colonel  Coote,  an  officer  lately  arrived  from  Eu¬ 
rope,  was  ordered  to  take  the  field,  and  the  army 
being  confiderably  reinforced,  he  reduced  Wande- 
wafh  and  feveral  other  places  of  lefs  importance. 
Mean  while  colonel  Ford  in  Bengal,  defeated  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  French  in  Bengal,  and  took 
Malulipatam  ;  and  captain  Richard  Maitland,  being 
employed  on  an  expedition  againft  the  Seapoys  at 
Surat,  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  town  and  calllc  with- 
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difpme  #mt„,SuTd  b« 'fe  tTl';a!o"5  «  "he 
%'mcw.  on  t  tS'l:,?ci  ”d  En«lilh 

defcried  each  other  r-r  p  u  ,  f  SePtember*  'hey 
a  fltarp  e„”  emcnt  b  tl,e  '“h- 

fury  for  ttvoltou  s  w  efttr  .  "ith  «rMt 

fight  defifted  and  ficd  the  FnTtlt"’*  **  <*  *? 
much  damaged  thev  m„l  I  ^  g  rhowever  were  fo 
refitted,  they  returned  jfL  ■p,"rfut'  bm  having 

'he  f  rench  iqttadron!  tfj 

ther  enp?  cement-  hit r  °  ,  o 

oSiKSoSlr  pr  i!wa':f  cp  ” '•»  ■“ 

hy  a  reinforce,,, S„c  V™  Eu'r^t t?** 
mand  of  rear-admiral  Cornilh.  P 
The  great  extenfion  of  the  RririOy  •  .  • 

quarter  of  the  clobe  excited  rk  ,  P6  \n  thls 

of  the  Dutch  Si  r  ,  r  theJealo>Ty  and  envy 
tne  Uutch  who  fecretly  formed  a  fcheme  for  rv  • 

S-P?  a*  “s?? 

joyed  by  their  faftoty  at  Chinfurra,  where’  thev  had 

atS  ,0ThZ‘hC  higher  upy,L 

i-  rtr’  ■  !  c  governor  Of  Batavia,  havino-  charo-ed 
himfelf  with  the  execution  of  this  ro*XaSfon 

ab?ernrthe0irtUmt^  whlie  the  Britift  <?uadron  were 

board  4em  I2aonSeqUiPPed  feVCn  flliPs’  a"d  puton 
thcDm-rh  t  °°.tI°0Ps>  on  pretence of  reinforcing 
the  Dutch  garnfons  in  Bengal,  they  failed  for  the  rivef 

emngn  in°ft0ber>  three  of  them  arrived 
’  .  Colonel  Clive,  who  refided  at  Calcutta  hav 

mg  notice  of  their  defign,  fent  word  to  the  Dutch 

commodore,  that  he  could  not  allow  them  to  land 

their  forces  and  march  to  Chinfurra  5  but  no  fooner 

were  the  reft  of  the  troops  arrived,  than  the  troops 

rt  landt  c.,  and  began  theirmarch  forChinfurra  The 

J  -utch  commodore,  by  way  of  retaliating!"  aff^c 

he 
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he  ^pretended  to  have  received,  in  being  denied  a 
parage  to  Chinfurra,  took  feveral  EngliflT  veffels  on 
the  river ;  and  one  of  the  Indiamen  coming  down  at 
that  time,  he  told  the  captain,  that  if  he  prefumed  to 
pafs  he  would  fink  him; upon  which  the  veiled  return¬ 
ed  to  Calcutta,  where  colonel  Clive,  ordered  three 
Indiamen  that  were  there  to  go  and  fight  the  Dutch  ; 
and  tney  obeyed  this  order  with  fo  much  vivacity  and 
courage,  that  they  compelled  three  of  the  Dutch 
inips,  with  the  commodore,  to  furrender  ;  two  ran 
away  ana  they  drove  the  lafi:  afhore.  In  the  mean 
time,  tne  Dutch  troops  were  not  more  fortunate  than 
tneir  f h  ps :  colonel  Clive  detached  colonel  Forde, 
vrith  500  men,  to  oppole  their  prog  refs  ;  on  the  25th 
of  November,  he  met  with  them  and  gave  them  bat¬ 
tle  with  great  refolution  ;  in  a  fhort  time  they  gave 
way  and  were  totally  defeated  :  during  this  adtion, 
tne  nabob,  with  a  confiderable  army  looking  on,  ob- 

ferved  a  fufpicious  neutrality,  and  in  all  probability 

W(fy  nave  declared  lor  the  Dutch,  had  they  proved 
victorious ;  butnofooner  had  the  Englifh  gained  the 
victory,  than  he  offered  them  his  fervice.  The 
Dutch  finding  their  whole  fcheme  defeated,  began  to 
tiling  of  accommodating  matters  ;  a  treaty  was  con¬ 
cluded,  by  which  the  fhips  were  reftored;  and  the  pri- 
foners  were  releafed  as  foon  as  the  Dutch  fadtory  at 

uniurrci  had  given  fecurity  to  indemnify  the  Kng- 
hlh  for  the  damage  they  had  fuftained.  1  low  fimilar 

1S  a^*air  °f  Amboyna  ?  how  timid  are  we 

to  luffer  it  to  pafs  unrevenged  ? 

1  he  Britifh  naval  tranfactions  were  as  brilliant  and 
juccefsful  as  the  mod  fanguine  with  could  defire. 
ipough  the  French  were  in  poffeflion  of  the  ifland 
Oi  Minorca,  yet  the  Englilh  fquadron  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  plainly  evinced  it  was  of  very  little  fervice 
to  them  ;  for  notwithftanding  the  many  pretended 
benehts  arifing  from  this  pofTeffion,  they  could  not 
protect  their  marine.  Admiral  Bofcawen,  who  had 
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fucceeded  admiral  Ofborne,  appeared  before  Toulon; 
and  though  he  received  fome  damage  from  two 
forts  which  he  attempted  to  deftroy,  yet  it  fhewed 
the  fpirit  and  bravery  of  an  Englifh  admiral.  Hav¬ 
ing  retired  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  M.  de  la  Clue,  who 
commanded  the  French  fquadron  in  Toulon,  feized 
the  opportunity  of  failing,  hoping  he  fhould  pafs 
the  Streights-mouth  unobferved,  and  then  proceed 
to  join  the  grand  fleet  at  Breft,  which  the  French 
had  equipped  with  a  view  of  invading  England  ;  but 
the  vigilant  Bofcawen  had  flationed  cruizers  at  feve- 
s  ral  places,  to  keep  a  good  look-out,  and  give  him 
timely  notice  of  de  la  Clue’s  approach.  According¬ 
ly,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  figr.al  was  made  of  the 
enemy’s  being  on  the  Barbary  fhore ;  upon  which, 
the  Englifh  fquadron  failed  in  queft  of  them,  and 
fell  in  with  {even  fhips  off  Cape  Lagos,  the  reft  hav¬ 
ing  leparated  in  the  night.  Bofcawen  run  along  fide 
the  French  admiral  and  began  a  furious  engagement ; 
but  being  neceflitated  to  change  his  flag,  his  anta¬ 
gonist!:  in  the  interim  efcaped  to  land:  however,  two 
fhips,  one  of  64,  and  the  other  of  74  guns  were  taken, 
who  had  alfo  run  to  the  coafl,  another  was  bulged 
and  burned,  and  de  la  Clue  having  quitted  his  {hip, 
fhe  was  taken  by  the  vidtors,  who  finding  it  impoflible 
to  get  her  off,  deftroyed  her. 

The  French  fpent  this  fummer  in  meditating  and 
preparing  an  invafion  of  the  Britifh  dominions :  Ail 
their  ports  on  the  ocean  were  full  of  men  of  war 
and  tranfports,  and  flat-bottomed  boats,  rhey  talked 
of  a  tripple  embarkation,  one  from  Dunkirk  againft 
Scotland,  under  the  direction  of  M.  1  hurot,  a  bold 
adventurer ;  who,  from  a  captain  of  a  privateer,  in 
which  he  had  greatly  annoyed  the  Englifh  trade, 
became  a  commodore  in  the  king’s  fervice.  1  he 
fecond  from  Havre  de  Grace  againft  England,  which 
being  the  fhortefl  voyage,  was  to  be  attempted  by 

flat-bottomed  boats.  The  third,  fuppoied  to  be 

againft 
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againft  Ireland,  was  to  be  made  from  Vannes,  where 
the  troops  lay  encamped  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  d’  Aguillon,  and  were  to  be  Conducted  by  the 
Breft  fquadron,  commanded  by  M.  Conflans.  Had 
this  defign  been  inch  as  it  was  reprefented,  and  had 
it  been  put  into  execution,  there  is  ho  doubt  but  it 
would  have  caufed  great  confufion.  But  the  excel¬ 
lent  meafures  taken  by  the  Britilh  government,  fru- 
ftrated  the  proje&s  of  the  enemy  whatever  they  were. 
Thurot  was  blocked  up  in  Dunkirk,  by  a  fquadron 
commanded  by  commodore  Boys.  The  brave  and 
vigilant  admiral  Hawke,  with  a  large  fleet  confined 
Conflans  in  Breft ;  he  likewife  kept  a  watch  upon  the 
defign  at  Vannes.  Admiral  Rodney  was  difpatched 
from  England,  with  a  proper  fquadron  to  bombard 
Havre  de  Grace,  and  deftroy  the  preparations  there, 
which  fervice  he  performed  with  tolerable  fuccefs. 
However,  they  continued  their  preparations  with  great 
celerity,  and  they  feemed  refolved  at  all  events, to  hazard 
the  tranfportationofa  body  of  troops  tromVannes.  Even 
when  winter  approached,  the  fame  refolution  waspur- 
fued,  perhaps  from  an  expectation  that  the  tempeftu- 
ous  weather  would  compel  the  Britilh  navy  to  take  re¬ 
fuge  in  their  own  harbours,  and  their  fleets  might  then 
come  out  unoppofed.  This  hope  was  not  difappointed: 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  was  by  a  violent  ftorm  obliged 
to  quit  his  ftation  oft  Breft,  and  to  come  with 
his  whole  fleet  to  T.  orbay.  The  enemy  availed 
themfelves  of  his  abfence,  and  on  the  14th  of 
November  put  to  fea.  The  whole  Englilh  nation 
was  alarmed,  but  not  confufed.  And  now  the 
event  of  the  whole  war  was  to  be  put  to  the 
ifilie,  for  on  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of  this  ftroke 
every  thing  depended.  Admiral  Hawke  loft  not 
a  moment’s  time,  he  put  to  fea  on  the  fame  day 
that  Conflans  did,  and  juuging  that  the  rendezvous 
of  the  enemy’s  fleet  would  be  at  Quiberon,  he 
direfted  his  courfe  for  that  Bay:  after  beatino- 

againft 
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againft  an  high  wind  fome  time,  he  at  length  faw  the 
defired  objeit  in  his  reach,  but  the  fituation  was  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous  ;  the  rocks,  bands,  and  flioals, 
round  about,  were  innumerable,  the  Britifh  pilots  knew 
nothing  of  the  place,  the  wind  blew  a  violent  florin, 
and  the  waves  ran  mountains  high.  Some  commanders 
would  have  been  intimidated  in  thefe  circumftances, 
but  Hawke  confidered  the  public  lafety,  and  was 
animated.  Reordered  his  nearell  fhips  to  the  enemy  to 
engage,  which  they  did,  with  great  intrepity.  Confians 
adledwith  ridiculous  irrefolution;  he  at  firft  had  two 
choices,  either  to  fly,  or  ftand  and  fight;  for  a  while  he 
followed  the  latter,  but  when  it  was  too  late,  'he  purfued 
the  former.  Hawke,  who  was  in  the  Royal  George,, 
ordered  the  fire  of  that  great  fhip  to  be  referved  for 
the  French  admiral,  and  directed  his  captain  to  carry 
her  along  fide  him  ;  but  a  French  fhip  of  feventy  guns 
generoufly  put  herfelt  between  them  ;  here  Hawke 
was  obliged  to  beflow  his  fire,  and  at  one  broad  fide 
he  funk  her  to  the  bottom,  with  every  foul  on  board; 
another  French  fhip  fhared  the  lame  fate,  and  a 
third  ftruck.  The  enemies  fleet  fled  on  all  fides, 
and  night  laved  them  from  utter  definition.  How¬ 
ever,  two  of  the  Englifh  fhips,  in  the  eagernefs  of 
the  puriuit,  ran  upop  a  land,  and  were  loft.  Seven 
of  the  French  lhips  threw  over  their  guns,  and 
elcaped  up  the  river  Villaine,  and  as  many  more  put 
to  fea.  The  night  that  fucceeded  this  aAion,  was 
-  perhaps  the  moll  terrible  that  can  be  conceived: 
the  wind  blew  a  violent  ftorm  all  night  long,  it  was 
a  pitchy  darknefs,  and  a  dangerous  coaft  furrounded 
them.  A  continual  firing  of  diflrefs  guns  was  heard, 
but  no-body  knew  whether  they  came  from  friend  or 
enemy  :  the  badnefs  of  the  coaft,  and  the  darknefs 
of  the  night,  made  the  hearers  equally  unwilling  and 
unable  to  feek  to  give  any  aftiftance.  In  the  morning 
they  perceived  the  French  admiral  had  run  afliore, 

as 
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as  well  as  another  fhip  ;  the  firft  the  enemy  fet  on 
fire,  and  the  other  was  burned  by  the  vidtors.  Thus 
the  long  threatened  invafion,  which  was  to  repair  the 
French  Ioffes  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  was  defeated, 
and  a  finifhing  blow,  for  this  reign,  given  to  the  naval 
power  of  France  ;  for  during  it  they  never  undertook 
any  thing  of  confequence.  The  fquadron  of  M.  de 
Thurot  for  a  little  while  had  better  fortune.  He 
eicaped  out  of  Dunkirk,  and  proceeded  northward. 
Commodore  Boys,  who  had  blocked  him  up  in  Dun¬ 
kirk,  purfued  him  as  far  as  Scotland,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe  ;  he  took  refuge  in  Bergen,  where  he  remained 
on  account  of  the  boifterous  weather  till  January  1760, 
when  he  fet  fail  in  great  want  of  provifion  for  the 
coaft  of  Scotland  •,  he  landed  on  the  i-fland  of  Ilia, 
where  he  was  informed  of  the  defeat  of  M.  Conflans-, 
having  refrefhed  his  men,  and  obtained  a  comfortable, 
though  a  fmail  fupply  of  provifions,  he  fet  fail  for 
Ireland.  On  the  21ft  of  February,  he  effected  a 
defeent  on  that  kingdom  at  Carrickfergus,  and  com¬ 
pelled  a  few  troops  in  garrifon  there 'to  furrender; 
he  likewife  extorted  fome  contributions,  but  as  a 
body  of  troops  were  afiembling,  he  found  it  unfafe 
to  remain  on  fhore,  and  therefore  re-imbarked. 
While  this  adventurer  continued  in  thefe  northern 
feas,  the  coalts  of  the  two  kingdoms  were  filled  with 
alarm  ;  but  thefe  apprehenfions  difiipated  in  a  few 
days-.  Captain  Elliot  who  commanded  three  frigates 
at  Kinlale,  being  informed  by  a  diipatch  from  the 
duke  of  Bedford,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  of 
Tht  lrot’s  fituation,  immediately  fet  fail  in  quell  of 
him,  and  on  the  28th  of  February  their  fquadrons, 
confiding  of  only  three  frigates  each,  came  to  an  en¬ 
gagement  off  the  ifle  of  Man.  During  the  conflict, 
Thurot  was  killed  •  foon  after  which  his  fhip  lur- 
rendered,  and  the  other  two  followed  her  example. 
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Thele  repeated  difafters  to  the  French  Meet,  as  well 
as  their  Ioffes  in  every  other  part  of  the  world,  re¬ 
duced  them  to  the  neceflity  of  flopping  payment  of 
the  following  public  debts,  viz.  i.The  three  kinds  of 
rents  created  on  the  pofts.  2.  Thofe  conftituted  upon 
the  cheft  of  redemptions.  3.  I  he  coupons  of  bills  on 
the  fame  cheft.  4.  Thole  of  the  two  royal  lotteries. 
3.  The  reimburfement  of  bills  drawn  to  bear  on 
the  fame  cheft.  6.  The  bills  of  the  two  royal  lot¬ 
teries.  7.  The  rents  created  on  the  two  ibis  per 
pound  of  the  tenth  penny.  8.  The  reimburfement 
of  the  capitals  of  rents.  9.  The  payments  of  bills 
diichargeable  in  nine  years,  known  under  the  name 
of  annuities.  10.  Thofe  of  the  new  addons  on  the 
benefit  of  the  farms.  1 1.  All  the  bills  drawn  by  the 
colonies  upon  the.  government,  amounting  to 
1,233,000k 

On  the  other  hand,  the  credit  of  Great  Britain  was 
rifen  to  an  aftonifhing  height*,  the  parliament  met  in 
the  month  of  November,  and  having  fixed  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Jailors  to  be  employed  in  the  enfuing  year  at 
73,000,  and  that  of  the  foldiers  at  57,000,  they 
printed  for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  forces  and  other 
ufes,  the  fum  of  fifteen  millions,  five  hundred  three 
thou  land,  five  hundred  andfixtv  three  pounds,  a  fum 
fo  enormous,  that  every  individual  who  willies  well 
to  his  country,  cannot  refledl  on  without  concern  ;  a 
fum  more  than  double  the  largeft  ever  granted  to  the 
late  queen  Anne,  when  the  nation  retained  half 
the  powers  in  Europe  in  its  pay.  Or  this  immenfe 
fum,  upwards  of  two  millions,  three  lundred  and 
forty  thou  land  pounds  was  paid  to  foreigners  for 
fjpporting  the  German  war,  exclufive  of  t lie  money 
expended  by  our  troops  there,  who  did  not  amount 
to  left  than  20,000,  beficles  the  charge  of  traniport- 

ing  them  and  the  heavy  article  of  forage  :  we  will 
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be  Free  enough  to  affert,  that  we  can  pcK.  v-i/l  '  ■  o  ad- 
vantage  anfing  to  either  Britain  or  Idanovei  riom 
this  connexion  with  the  continent  *,  we  mini,  as  bn- 
gliftimen,  alio  fay,  that  we  think  the  iois  fuftamed  by 
it,  is  apparent  and  grievous.  W  here  then  is  the 
truth  of  that  delufive  tale,  artfully  ipread  among  the 
people,  and  rammed  down  their  throats,  as  the  ioi- 
dier  does  (hot  and  powder  down  a  gun^bauel, ,  abuut 
the  proteftant  religion  the  glory  or  ngnting  in 
Germany,  and  the  diverting  ot  the  Frencn,  i  1  u i  n 
which  it  was  pretended  our  other  operations  derived 
great  advantage,  when  to  mention  oniy  one  article, 
viz.  the  lois  of  fo  many  hands  from  indufti y,  hui- 
bandry,  and  manufadlure,  lufficiently  evinces  to  trw. 

During  die  winter,  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and 
Pruffia,  made  offers  towards  a  general  pacification; 
but  they  had  no  effect*,  pernaps  becauie  tiie  ricncn 
hoped  to  retake  home  of  the  places  tney  had  mft, 
and  thereby  be  enabled  to  infift  on  better  term.-*  1.-  an 
at  this  time  file  could  expeft.  The  king  of  i  ruff  a,  by 
means  of  the  fubfidy  which  he  drew  from  Ltn  gland, 
was  ftill  enabled  to  make  head  again  ft  cncmms; 
and  the  Auftrians  ftill  hoping  to  recover  Silcfia  again, 
refolved  to  attempt  it*,  for  this  puipofe,  g^ii^ial 
Laudohn,  with  49,000  men,  was  ordered  to  exert 
his  endeavours*,  he  entered  that  duchy,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  laid  fiege  to  Glatz*,  but  finding  it  was  lively  to 
prove  a  difficult  enterprize,  becaufe  23,000  Pruffu  ns, 
under  the  command  of  general  bouquet,  were 
ftrongly  polled  at  Landfhut,  had  it  in  their  power  to 
difturb  his  operations*,  he  raifedthe  fiege,  and  march¬ 
ed  againft  bouquet.  On  the  23d  of  June  the  iYuf- 
fian  entrenchments  were  forced  after  a  bloody  and 
furious  conflidl  of  five  hours,  in  which  both  ftdes 
loft  a  ureat  number  of  men*,  but  what  was  left  of  the 
0  l  i  Pruflians, 
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Ruffians,  except  about  3,000,  who  found  means  to 
ticape  to  Breflau,  were  with  their  general  made  pri- 
foners.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  the  Auftrian 
general  laid  fiege  to  Glatz,  and  with  little  trouble 
compelled  tne  garrifon  to  furrender;  after  which  he 
una^i  took  the  fiege  of  Breflau,  but  Prince  Henry  of 
Pi  ufiia  advancing  to  its  relief,  obliged  him  to  re- 

h*ng  of  Pruffia,  who  was  all  this  time  in 
Saxony,  watching  count  Daun,  finding  that  Silefia 
was  made  the  feene  of  war,  and  that  general  Lau- 
dohn  expected  loon  to  be  joined  by  the  Ruffians,  who 
for  that  purpofe  were  in  motion,  quitted  Saxony,  and 
began  his  march  for  that  dutchy  himfelf.  Daun  was 
no  fooner  informed  of  this  movement,  than  he  fob 
lowed  the  king  with  inch  expedition,  that  in  a  little 
time  he  gained  two  days  march  on  him.  The  monarch 
perceiving  his  aengn  to  be  fruftrated,  fuddenly  re¬ 
turned  into  Saxony,  and  immediately  laid  liege  to 
Drefden.  Daun,  finding  himlelf  duped  by  this  ftra- 
tagem,  he  returned  with  great  rapidity,  and  obliged 
the  king  of  Pruffia  to  raife  the  fiege.  Thus  difap- 
pointed,  the  king  again  began  his  march  to  Silefia,  be- 
caufe  the  Ruffians  were  on  the  point  of  joining  ere- 
1  »Ci  al  EauciOim,  and  their  junction  lecmed  to  threaten 
the  lofs  of  all  Silefia:  again  Daun  followed  him;  but  he 
took  poffeffion  of  the  camp  at  Ligntz,  where  in  a 
little  time,  he  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  fur- 
rounded  by  his  adverfaries,  who  at  this  time  formed 
a  defign  of  attacking  him  by  furprile,  upon  which  he 
altered  his  dilpolition  on  the  14  th  of  Auguft,  and  at 
two  o’clock  next  morning,  he  was  informed  that 
Laudohn  was  in  full  march  to  attack  him;  upon 
which  lie  polled  a  body  of  troops  between  that  ge~x 
i  wra!  and  Daun,  to  prevent  any  attempts,  which  Daun 
rmght  make,  for  the  a ffi fiance  of  his  colleague,  while 
with  the  rdt  of  his  army  he  fecured  an  advantageous  fi> 
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tuition,  for  failing  on  Laudohn,  as  he  advanced. 
I  his  general  did  not  perceive  the  Prullians  ’till  it 
was  too  late  to  recede  ;  fo  that  in  this  fituation  he 
was  neceflitated  to  fight.  T  he  aftion  began  about 
turee  o  clock,  and  was  maintained  with  great  obfti- 
nacy  till  fix,  when  the  Aultrians  having  loft  in  killed 
and  taken  near  8000  men,  gave  way,  and  the  Pruf- 
fians^  purfued  them  a  few  miles  •,  but  the  king,  who 
on  this  occalion,  difplayed  more  prudence  and  fkill 
tnan  ever  he  had  done  before,  would  not  fuffer  them 
to  proceed  any  farther,  left  Daun  lhould  fucceed  in 
a  defign  he  had  formed,  to  attack  the  Prufiians  on 
another  fide,  at  the  fame  time  with  Laudohn,  for 
winch  Daun  had  actually  begun  his  march  ;  but  he 
was  furprifed  to  find  the  Prullians  decamped  foon 
aite/,  perceiving  the  fmoke  of  the  action,  he  com¬ 
prehended  the  king’s  management,  upon  which  he 
refolved  to  fuccour  Laudohn  :  but  here  again  he  was 
uiiappointed  ;  for  the  body  of  troops  which  the 
lng  kt  ulfia  had  excellently  polled  to  prevent 
fucn  defign,  Daun  did  not  think  proper  to  attempt 
to  force.  By  .  this  well  conducted  enterprise,  the 
king  of  Pruffia  efcaped  the  danger  of  a  total  defeat 
py  two  powerful  armies,  as  well  as  prevented  the 
junction  of  the  Auftrians  and  Ruffians.  However 
Count  Daun  in  a  little  time  laid  fiege  to  Schweid- 
rutz,  upon  which  the  king  advanced  with  his  whole 
force  to  the  relief  of  that  place,  and  obliaed  the 
enemy  to  retire  to  Landftuu.  But  in  the  mean  time 
the  Ruffians  entered  Brandenburg,  anil  penetrated 
to  Berlin,  which  they  laid  under  contribution,  and  ' 

in  its  neighbourhood  committed  many  cruel  and 
horrid  ravages. 

The  marfhal  duke  de  Broglio,  who  had  been  raift 
ed  to  the  command  of  the  French  army,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  difmiffion  of  M.  Contades,  whofe 
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conduct  in  the  battle  of  Minder,  had  been  disprov¬ 
ed,  frequently  difturbed  the  winter  quarters  of  ths 
allies.  His  army  was  augmented  to  100,000  men; 
and  a  iecond  army  of  30,000  men  was  formed  under 
the  direction  of  the  count  de  St.  Germain.  But  thefe 
troops  were  hindered  from  taking  the  field  1o  loon  as 
the  french  court  intended  by  the  want  of  forage  ; 
an  article  which  more  powerfully  affe&ed  the  allies, 
for  the  neceflity  of  obtaining  it  obliged  them  to  fad 
back  to  Paderborn,  and  draw  it  from  Bremen  and 
Hamburg.  Divers  fkirmifnes  were  fought  with  va¬ 
rious  fuccefs,  but  none  of  them  deferved  to  be  rank¬ 
ed  in  an  epitome  of  general  hiftory,  becaufe  none  oi 
them  were  produdiive  of  any  material  confecjuencc.^ 
In  the  month  of  July  M.  Broglio  (hewed  a  defign  of 
penetrating  into  Hanover  tnrough  I  idle,  and  with 
this  view  he  refolved  to  effeft  a  junction  with  the 
count  de  St.  Germain.  Prince  f  erdmand  being  in¬ 
formed  of  luch  intention  refolved  to  prevent  this  junc¬ 
tion,  and  chofe  a  pofition  accordingly  :  his  advanc¬ 
ed  quard,  commanded  by  the  hereditary  prince,  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy  at  Corbach,  and  met  witn  a  fe- 
vere  repulfe ;  but  he  with  difficulty  c  defied  a  toier 
able  retreat,  by  making  a  feafonable  and  vigorous 
effort  at  the  head  of  the  Britifh  cavalry.  However 
in  a  little  time  he  found  means  to  letiieve  his  ho- 
nour  ;  a  body  or  the  enemy  having  advanced  to  Ex- 
dorf,  on  the  left  of  the  allied  army,  he,  unexpect¬ 
edly,  attacked  them  with  great  fury,  and  Elliots 
regiment  of  Englifh  light  horfe  bravely  diftmguifhed 
themfelves.  This  corps  of  the  enemy  was  routed 
The  duke  de  Broglio  did  not  feern  to  take  notice  of 
thefe  adions-,  he  effeded  his  jundicn  with  the  count 
de  Sc.  Germain  •,  but  this  latter,  who  was  his  ienior 
officer,  conceived  a  dilguit  to  him,  and  leunqui  tec 

his  command,  which  was  given  to  the  chevauer  de 
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Muy,  who  the  duke  diredted  to  cut  off  the  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  allies  with  Weftphalia,  while  he  him- 
felf  entered  Caffel.  The  chevalier  chofe  his  fituation 
near  Warbourg,  where  prince  Ferdinand  refolved  to 
attack  him  both  in  flank  and  rear,  which  he  did  with 
equal  impetuofity  and  luccefs  The  marquis  of 
Granby,  at  the  head  of  the  Brithh  cavalry,  figna- 
lized  himfelf  in  an  intrepid  manner.  The  enemy 
were  compelled  to  fly  with  great  precipitation,  hav¬ 
ing  loll  about  1500  men  and  fome  cannon.  While 
prince  Ferdinand’s  attention  was  employed  this  way, 
marflial  Broglio  with  great  facility  entered  Hefle. 
Here  we  fhall  conclude  our  relation  of  the  Germa¬ 
nic  traniaftions,  and  proceed  to  finifli  thofe  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

The  French  force  in  Canada,  notwithstanding  the 
conqueft  ot  Quebec,  was  ftill  formidable.  The  for¬ 
tifications  of  that  city  being  in  a  ruined  condition, 
general  Murray,  who  was  appointed  governor  of  it, 
with  6o»o  men,  began  to  repair  them  ;  but  before 
this  could  be  done  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  the 
French  governor  of  Canada,  collected  his  forces  to¬ 
gether,  and  in  the  month  of  April  gave  battle  to 
general  Murray  on  the  heights  contiguous  to  the 
town  ;  from  which,  by  their  vaft  iuperiority,  they 
compelled  him  to  retire,  and  throw  himfelf  in¬ 
to  the  town,  which  they  immediately  befieged.  How¬ 
ever,  as  foon  as  the  river  was  open,  a  lquadron  of 
fhips,  under  the  command  of  lord  Colville,  who  fail¬ 
ed  up  the  river,  obliged  the  enemy  to  raife  the  fiege 
and  retire  to  Montreal,  the  only  place  which  the 
French  held  in  Canada.  Againft  this  place  general 
Amhcrfl:  dire&ed  his  motions;  he  aflembled  his  troops 
as  early  as  poflible  at  Ofwego,  and  embarked  his 
forces  on  board  a  number  of  battoes,  and  failed  down 
the  river  St/Lawrence  till  he  came  to  the  ifland  of 
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Montreal,  where  he  landed  in  the  month  of  Septem¬ 
ber;  and  next  day  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil  propof- 
ed  terms  of  capitulation  for  the  furrender  of  all  Ca~ 
nada^  which  after  divers  amendments  were  agreed 

to. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  Britifh  arms  were  not  lefs 
fuccefsful.  Colonel  Coote,  who  commanded  on  the 
coaft  of  (  oromandel,  having  defeated  general  Lally 
in  the  field,  obliged  him  to  feek  refuge  within  the 
walls  of  Pondicherry.  He  afterwards  took  feveral 
Indian  towns,  and  at  length  laid  liege  to  Pondicher¬ 
ry,  which  he  reduced  ;  but  this  latter  circumftance 
did  not  happen  till  the  lucceeding  reign. 

In  the  Weft  Indies  commodore  Holmes,  who  was 
ftationed  there,  took  and  deftroyed  off  Hifpaniola, 
two  French  frigates,  who  were  deftined  to  convoy  a 
fleet  of  merchant  fhips  to  Old  France.  But  this  vi¬ 
gilance  did  not  diftinguifh  the  Britilh  traniactions  in 
the  European  feas;  that  lpirit  with  which  they  had 
lately  afted,  feemed  now  to  languifh  ;  and  if  we  ex¬ 
cept  the  deftroying  a  few  boats  on  the  enemy’s  coaft, 
nothing  was  done  during  the  whole  iummer.  It  is 
true,  great  preparations  were  made  for  a  fecret  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  a  body  of  troops  were  aftembled,  and 
the  whole  incurred  a  prodigious  expence,  but  it  ferved 
no  other  purpofe  than  amufing  the  attention  of  the 
people:  in  a  word,  the  whole  leafon  was  ipent  in  idle- 
nefs  and  inaftion,  and  then  the  defign  was  laid  af  de. 
Thus  an  immenfe  fum,  which  was  granted  for  proie- 
cuting  the  war  with  vio-our  was  lavifhed  on  a  fruit- 

O  O  # 

lefs  parade,  though  perhaps  had  the  armament  fail- 
ed,  no  attempt  would  have  been  made  to  annoy  the 
enemy  on  Britifii  principles  ;  in  all  probability  it  was 
defigned  to  be  employed  either  to  favour,  or  to  be 
fubfervient  to  the  continental  fyftern,  though  at  this 
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time, the  French  pofiefled  the  ifland  of  Minorca  in 
the  Mediterranean,  that  of  Mauritius  on  the  coaftof 
Africa,  and  that  of  Martinico  in  America ;  befides 
the  great  province  of  Louifiana,  all  objects  of  great 
importance. 

At  this  penod,  the  monarch  died  at  the  age  of  77, 
and  after  a  reign  of  34  years.'  This  event  happened 
on  the  25th  day  of  Oftober,  between  the  hours  of 
feven  and  eight  in  the  morning  at  Kenfington.  He 
had  rofe  at  his  ufual  time,  without  any  apparent 
figns  of  indifpofition.  He  called  his  page,  drank  his 
chocolate,  and  enquired  about  the  wind,  as  if 
anxious  for  the  arrival  of  the  mails,  which  had  been 
detained  in  Holland  a  confiderable  time.  He  opened 
his  window,  and  looked  out  for  the  aether  from  which 
the  wind  blew  •,  and  feeing  it  a  fine  day,  faid  he 
would  walk  in  the  gardens.  This  pafled  while  the 
page  attended  him  at  breakfaft  ;  but  on  leaving  the 
room  he  heard  a  deep  figh,  immediately  followed  by 
a  noife  like  the  falling  of  a  billet  of  wood  from  the 
fire,  and,  returning  haftily,  found  the  kin-  dropt 
down  from  his  feat,  as  if  in  attempting  to  rTn-  the 
bell,  who  faid  faintly,  “  Call  Amelia, and  then  ex¬ 
pired.  He  was  inftantly  raifed  and  laid  upon  the 
bed  ;  the  piincefs  was  called,  who  was  told  he  was 
dead  upon  her  entering  the  room,  but  being  a  little 
deaf,  and  her  fpirits  being  hurried  by  the  alarm  fhe 
did  not  underftand  what  was  faid,  and  ran  up  to’  the 
bed  fide,  and  (looping  tenderly  over  her  father,  as 
thinking  he  might  fpeak  to  her  in  a  low  voice,  fhe 
then  firft  difeovered  he  was  dead;  this  fhock  fo  fud 
den,  fo  unexpected,  and  fo  violent,  threw  her  into 
an  agony  His  majefty,  in  the  fall,  received  a  fmall 
hurt  on  his  temple,  and  his  phyficians  and  fur-eons 
being  fent  for,  came  inftantly  to  his  aftiftance'  but 
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without  effect.  An  attempt  was  made  to  bleed  him, 
but  the  iffues  of  life  were  dried  up  *. 

King  George  was.  in  his  pcrfon  well  fliaped  and 
eredc,  but  he  was  rather  below  the  middle  fize.  His 
complexion  was  fair,  his  nofe  high,  and  his  eyes 
large.  His  mein  was  majeftic  ;  and  he  wore  age  fo 
extremely  well,  that  time  fat  on  his  countenance 
with  a  grace;  perhaps  not  a  little  owing  to  his  re¬ 
gular  way  of  living,  which  was  temperate  and  ex¬ 
tremely  methodical.  In  his  temper  he  was  fudden 
and  violent,  and  thefe  paflions  are  fufpected  to  have 
fometimes  made  an  imprefiion  on  his  conduct  which 
tended  rather  to  wound  than  increafe  the  affeftion  of 
the  people ;  perhaps  fome  diigraces  in  the  courfe  of 
the  reign  were  too  precipitately  made,  and  perhaps 
for  trifles,  which,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  will  inflame 

parties, 


#  The  caufe  of  a  monarch’s  death  is  always  enquired  into  with 
fuch  minutenefs,  that  it  may  be  thought  neceffary  to  give  the 
following  account  of  what  appeared  to  the  ferjeant  furgeons  on 
opening  the  body.  On  opening  the  belly  they  found  all  the 
parts  in  a  natural  and  healthy  hate,  except  that  on  the  furface  of 
the  kidney  there  were  fome  watry  bladders,  which,  they  faid, 
could  not  have  been  at  this  time  of  any  material  confequence. 
On  opening  the  break,  they  obferved  the  pericardium,  or  bag, 
which  contains  the  heart,  extraordinarily  dikended,  which  wa* 
owing  to  a  large  effufion  of  blood  that  had  been  difeharged  therein, 
from  a  rupture  in  the  fub  fiance  of  the  rightventricle  of  the  heart, 
rl  he  quantity  of  the  blood  in  the  pericardium,  was  at  leak  a 
pint,  the  molt  part  of  which  was  krongly  coagulated.  The 
rupture  of  the  ventricle,  and  the  confequent  effufion  of  blood  in 
the  pericardium,  were  certainly  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  fud¬ 
den  death.  The  brain,  lungs,  and  all  the  other  parts,  were  in 
a  perfect  ftate,  *  .  * 

1’his  cafe  is  faid,  by  the  faculty,  to  be  of  the  moil  extraordina¬ 
ry  kind,  becaufehe  was  of  a  healthy  conkitution,  unaccukomed  to 
cxcefs,  and  far  advanced  beyond  that  period  of  life  when  the 
bbod  might  be  fuppofed  to  fiow%vith  a  dangerous  impetuofity. 
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parties,  not  extfcguifh  them.  Some  cool  and 
fteady  friends  to  the  conftitution,  thought  they  de- 
fcried  a  want  of  patience  and  condefcenfion  to  pur- 
fue  an  healing  meafure,  % which  till  the  year  1757  was 
not  accomplished  :  others,  who  faw  him  furrounded 

by  a  fet  of  v - 1  m - s,  whom  we  charafteriled 

in  page  nine,  under  the  denomination  of  whigs  or 


courtiers,  abated  in  this  imputation,  and  confidered 
thole  adults  in  proftitution,  partiality,  and  prejudice, 
as  the  caufe  of  many  evils  :  however  it  muff  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  to  fome  of  his  fervants  he  exhi¬ 
bited  extraordinary  marks  of  favour  and  protection 
In  his  difpofition,  he  was  merciful;  and  on  number- 
lefs  occafions,  humane.  On  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
rebellion,  which  happened  in  his  reign,  his  behavioir 
was  not  remarkable  for  either  feverity  or  clemency. 
The  exceffes  committed  in  Scotland,  he  neither 
commanded  nor  approved.  He  has  been  cenfured 
as  parfimonious,  and  this  cenfure  is  not  without 
foundation;  in  many  branches  of  his  private  oecono- 
my,  his  attention  defeended  to  objects  which  a 
great  king  fliould  overlook.  That  he  referved  mo¬ 
ney  by  being  lei's  munificent  and  liberal  than  ought 
to  diftinguifh  a  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  he 
expended  this  money* on  account  of  his  Hanoverian 
fubje&s,  may  be  gathered  from  his  frugal  conduct  in 
England,  his,  general  attention  to  money,  his  re¬ 
markable  and  mod  extraordinary  love  for  them,  and, 
on  his  deceafe,  his  wealth  being  found  to  be  far  in¬ 
ferior  to  what  the  people  of  Great  Britain  had  in  ge¬ 
neral  apprehended.  He  appears  with  greateft  luftre  in 
the  character  of  a  foldier  ;  in  that  capacity  he  loveu 
war,  ftudied  it  as  a  fcience,  correlponded  on  the  fub- 
je£t  with  fome  of  the  belt  officers  in  Germany,  and, 
above  all,  was  perfonally  brave.  The  faculties  of 
his  underflanding  were  not  either  lively  or  brilliant 

K  k  2  he 


*  Seethe  famous  fpeech  of  Sii  William  Wyndham  in  the  year 
1733- 
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he  fhewed  lit  le  concern  or  encouragement  for  the 
arts,  and  exhibited  a  lels  generous  regard  to  genius 
and  learning.  It  will  always,  be  remembered,  and 
caft  a  blemilh,  that  in  a  reign  of  thirty -four  years, 
the  Englifli  literature  was  not  honoured  with  any  at¬ 
tention  from  the  throne  •,  it  only  fiourifhed  under 
the  indulgence  of  the  public,  and  even  this  indul¬ 
gence  received  a  check  by  a  law,  fubjecling  all  dra¬ 
matic  pieces  to  the  infpedtion  of  a  licenler^  To 
fay  he  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  our  conftitution, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  men,  be  paying  him 
as  difputable  a  compliment,  as  to  lay  he  j.  erfebtly 
knew  our  language.  However  it  mud  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  he  was  a  thorough  ftatefman  with  regard  to 
the  affairs  of  Germany.  It  is  true,  his  government 
feldom  deviated  from  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  law*; 
yet  it  was  difunguifhed  by  a  dole  attention  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Germany,  and  his  mind  marked  by  a  ftrange 
affection  ior  that  country,  and  his  reign  was  not  lefs 
remarkable  for  German  wars  ;  in  ail  winch,  Great- 
Britain  was  conftantly  plunged,  either  to  trim  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  power,  or  enter  into  trammels,  for  the 
defence  of  the  proteftant  religion,  but  always  to  carry 
the  great  purfe  and  fupply  the  belt  troops  f  ;  it  was 

likewife 


*  Except  the  frequency  of  cabinet  coucils  be  confidered  as  a 
deviation. 

f  In  the  midd  of  one  of  thefe  dedru&ive  wars  the  monarch’s 
deceafe  happened.  Deitruftive  we  call  it,  becaule  never  fince 
tlie  days  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm,  have  men  been  Slaughtered 
With  fuch  wantonnefs  and  profufion,  been  expofed  to  the  un- 
parellelled  miicries  of  winter  campaigns,  to  didcmpers,  to  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon,  to  perifhing  by  want  or  food,  to  infup- 
poi  table  fatigues,  and  other  innumerable  hardlhips,  all  impofed 
in  contempt  of  humanity,  and  in  delpite  of  nature.  Such  is 
German  difeipline  !  and  fuch  the  feeling  of  German  generals  ! 
who  without  the  lead  confideration  of  the  lives  of  men,  pro¬ 
digally  facrifice  them  cipon  many  an  ufelefs  and  mad  exploit. 
Britain  has  leverely  felt  thefe  woes,  the  dower  of  her  arms  have 

been 
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likewife  diftinguiffied  by  a  certain  weaknefs,  which 
we  wifh  the  future  hiftorian,  who  may  be  more  free 
had  not  caufe  to  mention ;  however,  we  muft 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  from  fome  caufe,  which 
we  will  not  pretend  to  define,  the  Bricifh  ambaffa- 
dors  and  confuls  at  the  foreign  courts,  made  but  a 
mean  figure,  in  which  their  importance  was  loft, 
the  national  honour  tarnifhed,  and  its  intereft  in¬ 
jured,  they  were  in  general,  men  who  were  unfit 
for  this  kind  of  fervice  ;  they  had  not  abilities  and 
fpirit,  to  give  credit  and  weight  to  their  negotiations* 
and  other  duties  of  their  office:  At  home,  a  certain 
meannefs  and  a  long  pufilanimity,  were  no  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  a  numjper  of  weak,  low-minded,  fordid 
and  felf-interefted  men,  rofe  into  divers  parts  of 
power,  and  from  a  fatality  as  inglorious  as  it  was 
impotent  ^  fome  of  them,  who  never  knew  how  to 
manage  a  (hilling  of  their  own  money,  were  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  entrufled  with  a  great  (hare  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  public  treafure  ;  not  lefs  injurious 
was  the  ingrafting  on  the  conftitution  a  (landing 
army  •,  the  reign  was  long,  and  it  was  of  courfe, 
chequered  by  a  variety  of  events.  His  court  was 
not  fo  remarkable  for  brilliancy,  good  humour 

and 


been  flaughtered,  or  carried  off  by  difeafe  and  hardfhips,  in  thofe 
inhofpitable  regions  ;  her  inhabitants  have  been  faddled  with  the 
jnoft  grievous  impofitions,  to  fupport  ungrateful  allies,  from 
whom  fhe  could  receive  no  benefit,  and  by  whom  as  a  reward  for 
fo  liberally  pouring  out  her  many  good  things,  Hi e  was  at  length 
deferted  ;  then  by  fupporting  another  in  a  quarrel  purely  his  own, 
from  which  fhe  can  derive  no  benefit,  and  with  which  (lie  has 
not  the  lead  connexion  ;  whole  private  and  public  chara&er 
concur  in  teftifying  he  is  of  the  blacked  die  ;  whole  faith  lias 
been  fo  often  forfeited,  and  is  held  in  fuch  didruftful  repute,  that 
nothin  r  will  be  hazarded  in  faying,  he  will  no  longer  be  an  ally, 
than  while  he  is  paid  for  it.  Thus  by  the  exportation  of  her 
treafure  and  men,  fhe  is  bleeding  to  death  ;  flic  isftill  chained  down 
Prometheus  like,  to  the  rock  of  Germany,  for  its  vultures  and 
eagles  to  drain  her  blood,  and  prey  on  her  heart. 
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and  fpirit,  as  for  the  honour  of  our  country  we 
could  wifh;  there  appeared  in  it  an  ungracious 
referve,  and  a  ftill  rotation  of  infipid  forms, °  which 
joined  to  a  fullen  calm,  failed  not  of  rather  dif- 
gufting  the  vifitor,  than  affording  him  the  lead 
room  for  admiration.  He  lived  to  fee  the  /pi- 
rit  of  party  extinguished,  though  it  was  not 
until  towards  the  clofe  of  his  reign,  to  enjoy  the 
comfortable  fatisfaftion  of  having  his  family  firmly 
and  immoveably  feated  on  the  throne,  to  experience 
the  fullcft  mca'ure  of  his  peoples  affeftion,  and  to 
fee  the  intrepidity  of  his  arms  and  the  power  of  his 
kingdoms,  raifed  to  a  higher  pitch  of  fuccefs  and 
glorV,  than  it  was  once  thought  they  poffibly 
cr uld  arrive  at  :  When  all  thefe  were  accomplished, 
it  was  Ins  enrneft  defire  to  fee  an  end  of  the  war. 
His  difpofition  being  naturally  pacific,  he  was  an  e- 
nemy  to  no  religion  •,  he  did  not  moleft  the  free  and 
full  exercileofthe  powers  of  the  human  mind  ;  among 
the  many  fefts  which  divide  and  compofe  the  people 
of  Great-Britain-,  this  mildnefs  and  general  toleration* 
will  endear  a  refped  to  his  memory,  which  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  all  opinions  v/ill  no:  ceafe  to  pay  ;  they  will 
likewife  refpeft  him  becaufe  he  reigned  lo  long, 
and  they  will  not  forget  that  during  his  government 
they  enjoyed  many  internal  bleffings,  and  if  we  ex¬ 
cept  one  momentary  dorm  of  war,  an  uninterrupted 
feries  of  tranquility*. 


*  He  was  born  in  the  year  1683.  Jn  1706,  he  was  eleded  knight 
companion  of  the  mod  noble  order  of  the  garter  ;  on  the  2d  of 
June  following,  was  inverted  with  the  whole  habit  and  enfigns 
of  the  order;  and  on  the  22d  of  December  1710,  was  inftalled 
at  Windfor,  with  the  dukes  of  Devonfhire  and  Argyle,  lord 
Halifax  being  his  proxy.  In  November  1706,  he  was  created 
marquifs  of  Cambridge,  earl  of  Milford-Haven,  vifeount  Nor¬ 
thallerton,  and  baron  of  Tewklhury. - It  was  obferved  by 

fome  of  his  friends,  that  it  was  a  defed  to  give  him  the  peerage 
©f  England,  and  not  the  precedency  of  all  other  peers.  In  1708, 
he  went  a  volunteer  to  make  a  campaign  in  the  Netherlam  s, 

under 
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under  John  duke  of  Marl  boron  n-h  ,  I/&° 

battle  of  Oudeunard  was  fought  tn\  u  1C  f^e 

head  of  a  fquadron  of  Hanov  ’ ilV  ^Ch  PUtt,nS  him<e,f  «the 
lieutenant-general  Bulow  he  chir  d  ,ra£oons>  commanded  by 

with  the  greatert  int  epi’di  y  l  ^  thre  enemr  ^ord  in  hand. 

and  colonel  Lufechky  wh'  com  J,'S  a^x  ***  killed  under  him. 

by  his  fide.  On  the  a’cceffion  c f  George  I  mfifi0"’  WaS  ^ 
he  was  created  prince  of  Wales  On  j  the  throne  in  1714, 

he  was  proclaimed  kino  of  Great  Brit  -  ^  dCjth  °f  that  monarch. 
nth  of  O ftober  m/on’  and  °n  Wednefday  the 
Abbey,  with  his  queen  the  or, wVVaS,-r°^?ed  in  Weftminfter- 
daughter  of  John  Frederic,PMargravrofnBWldhelh’inaI)a0r0thea’ 
to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  fad  nf  i  Brandenburg  Anfpach, 
he  had  two fons  and  five  daughters  h  •l“ne,!70S>  and  by  whom 
tdz.  Frederic  prince  of  Walef  and’wiir  ycars  of maturity, 

Anne  the  princefs  Royal,  married  rf  1  7  duke.  °f  Cumb^ani 
Mary  married  to  the  landgrave  of  Heflh  r'tM™?6  °r  °range» 

to  the  king  of  Denmark,  Amelia  and  Ca'fi*  ’  fou,fa  mameJ 
married.  and  '-arolina,  who  were  nev»r 
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